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INDIA'S bid for‘Aatmanirbharta’
must be understood as a quest
for technological sovereignty,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Tuesday, asserting that
self-reliance means ensuring
critical defencerequirementsare
not held hostage to external
dependencies.

In his address at the Delhi
Defence Dialogue hosted here
by a think-tank, Singh also
underlined the importance of
technology in warfare, and said
military preparedness in the
21st century cannot be separat-
ed from technological pre-
paredness.

“As we set our eyes on 2047,
our aim in the defence sector
should be ambitious,” he said.

The Defence Minister also
asserted that the difference
between conventional and

Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh addresses the Delhi
Defence Dialogue 2026,
organised by the Manochar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses
(MP-IDSA), in New Delhi on

Tuesday. (PTI)

unconventional warfares is
“becomingincreasingly blurred”
today.

The dialogw€, hosted by Delhi-

lafiohar Parrikar Institute
Joelence Studies and Analyses
DSA), brought together senior
officers from the Defence

Ministry, domain experts from
the country and abroad, and
industry representatives.
“Aatmanirbharta must be
understood as a quest for tech-

Need to build a navy that can fight, sustain
without any constraints: Navy chief

NEW DELHI, Nov 3 (PTI)

CALLING ‘Aatmanirbharta’ a
“strategic necessity”, Navy chief
Admiral Krishna Swaminathan
on Tuesday said that there is a
need to build a navy that can
fight, sustain and adapt with-
outbeing constrained by extra-
neous factors or external
dependencies. Inhis addressat
the Delhi Defence Dialogue,
hosted here by athinktank, the
Navy chief emphasised that
Aatmanirbharta doesn’t mean

isolation, and pitched for col-
laborating with friendly foreign
countries “from a position of
strength, and not from a posi-
tion of weakness".

While underlining the need
for building greater self-
reliancein defence, he alsosaid
all stakeholders need to put
their minds and hearts togeth-
er to build a navy that can
“answer the requirements of
the 21st-century national secu-
rity of India and make every
single one of us proud”.

echnological
ury: Rajnath

nological sovereignty. [tdoesnot
mean producing everything our-
selves.”

“It means ensuring that our
critical defencerequirementsare
not held hostage to external
dependencies,” the Defence
Minister said.

He also cautioned that self-
reliance without collaboration
may “limit our technological
horizons", and said
Aatmanirbhartashould strength-
en indigenous capabilities and
facilitate co-development.

Speaking at a
different sesion the Chief of
Integrated Defence Staff to

Chairman Chiefs of Staff
Committee, AirMarshal Tejinder
Singh, underlined that

“Aatmanirbharta is not just a
slogan” as much has been done
in the defencesector, and hoped
that more will be done in the
area to harness its full potential.|
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INDIAN Institute of Science
(IISc), Bengaluru and five Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs)
havefiguredinAsia’s top 100 uni-
versities even as all of them have
fallen several positionssincelast
year, according to the QS
Rankingsannounced onTuesday.

India continued to remain
Asia’s second most represented
higher education system, with
325 ranked universities, includ-
ing34 new entrants, secondonly
to Mainland China.

According to the London-
based Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS), IIT Delhi remains India’s
highest-ranked university, plac-
ing 66th in Asia despite a year-
on-year decline, while all six of
India’s top-ranked institutions
dropped in the rankings.

IIT Delhi was ranked 59th last
year and slipped to 66th, fol-
lowed by IISc Bengaluru, which
wasat64thspotlastyearand has
slipped to 79th rank.

IIT Bombay fell from 71st to

th, and IIT Kanpur fell
from 77th to 97th.

“India has built remarkable
research capacity. Its universi-
ties lead Asia for the number of
institutions in the top 10 for
Papers per Faculty, and 15 share
first place forstaffwith PhD. The
challenge nowisto translate this
strength more consistently into
research impact and interna-
tional recognition. “Althoughsev-
eralleadinginstitutions havefall-
enin thisyear’srankingsascom-
petition grows across Asia, India
hasastrongfoundationonwhich
to build. Continued investment
in research quality, internation-
al partnerships and global visi-
bility will help sustain its
progress,” said QS Senior Vice
President Ben Sowter.

The University of Delhi also
slipped out of the top 100, from
95th to 106th. Chandigarh
University, Lovely Professional
University and Jamia Millia
Islamia are among the Indian

institutions climbing the table.

India also increased its repre-
sentation among the top 200,
with21, up from20 lastyear and
17 in 2018.

Accordingtothe QS Rankings,
India leads Asia for universities
excelling in research output per
faculty member, with 27 univer-
sities in the regional top 50 for
papersper facultyand fivein the
top 10, morethan any other high-
er education system.

“Exceptional doctoral capac-
ity underpins this performance,
with 15Indian universities shar-
ing first place for staff with PhD,
more thandouble the total of the
next strongest-performing sys-
tem,” the QSsaidin a statement.

“Employer Reputation
remains arelative strength, with
IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi plac-
ingseventh and 10threspectively
- the first Indian universities in
Asia’s top 10 - though employer
recognition remains concen-
trated amonga small number of
institutions despite the scale of
India’s labour market,” itadded.
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