27 (PTI)

ANDHRA Pradesh and Odisha
have stepped up preparations,
including movingpeople to safer
locations, as “very severe”
cyclonic storm Arnab hurtles
towards the east coast and is
expected to make landfall with-
inthe next24 hours, officials said
on Tuesday.

CYCLONE ARNAB TURNS SEVERE
Heavy rains

Sh
Andhra

In its latest bulletin, the India
Meteorological Departmentsaid
the cyclone was over the Bay of
Bengal, about 170 km south-
southeast of Visakhapatnam, at
11.30am. Itislikelyto move west-
northwestward until evening,
before crossing the coast
between Bapatla and
Visakhapatnam, close toYanam,
by Wednesday forenoon.

(Contd on page 5)
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High tidal waves hit the coast under overcast skies, in

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, on Tuesday.
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| Israel polls: 56% voter
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JERUSALEM, Oct 27 (PTI)

NEARLY 56 per cent of eligible
voters cast their ballots by 4 pm
in the crucial elections on
Tuesday, the highest in Israels
recorded history, as surveys pre-
dictedatightracebetween Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and his main rival, former army
chief Gadi Eisenkot.

Polling stationsopened across
the country at 7 am local time
and are scheduled to close at 10
pm, allowing 7,331,981 eligible
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out till 4 pm

voters to exercise their
franchise at 12,018 polling st
tions nationwide,
According to the
Elections C
cent of voters had castballots by
4 PM, up from 47.5 per cent at
the same time in the 2022 elec-
tion. It is the highest turnout
everrecorded atthis hour. Hourly
figures have been measured

since 1973.
Dean Livne, the acting direc-
tor general of the Central
(Contd on page 5)

A woman casts her ballot
at a polling station in Haifa,
Israel on Tuesday. (AP/PTI)




BRICS adopts joint deciaration;

condemns Pahal

H Delhi Bureau & Agencies
NEW DELHI, O¢t 27

THE two-day conclave of the
BRICS Parliamentary Forum on
Tuesday adopted a joint decla-
ration strongly condemning the
2025 Pahalgamattackandallacts
ofterrorismasitpledged to com-
bat the menace in all its forms
and manifestations and also
stressed on non-intervention in
the internal affairs of any coun-

try.
The joint declaration,
announced by Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla, also con-
demned the imposition of uni-
lateral economicand secondary
sanctions saying such coercive
measures have far reachingneg-
ative implications on human
rights, including the right to
development, health and food
security of people.

The BRICS Parliamentary

From left, Egypt's former Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla, China's National People’s Congress Vice
Chairman Zheng Jianbang and Russia's Chairman of the State
Duma of the Federal Assembly, Vyacheslav Volodin show the joint
declaration during the 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum, in

New Delhi, on Tuesday.

(PTI)

Forum supported a compre-
hensive reform of the United
Nations, including its Security
Council, saying this reform
should make it more just, equi-

table, democratic, representa-
tive, effective, and efficient, bet-
terreflecting contemporaryreal-
ities and the needs of the inter-
national community.

attack

e

V-P HOSTS A LUNCHEON FOR
BRICSMEMBERS: Noting BRICS
has emerged as a vital pillar of
global  cooperation, Vice
President of India C P
Radhakrishnan has expressed
that the 12th  BRICS
Parliamentary Forumwould fur-
ther strengthen dialogue, foster
innovation and advance the
shared vision of an inclusive and
prosperous world.

Speaking at the luncheon host-
ed by the Vice President and
Chairman of Rajya Sabha for the
Presiding Officers and Heads of
Delegations of BRICS member
and partner countries attending
the 12th BRICS Parliamentary
Forum 2026 at the Samvidhan
Sadan in the Parliament House
Complex in New Delhi on
Tuesday, Radhakrishnan high-
lighted India’s rich democratic
traditions and the timeless wis-
domofitscivilisational heritage.



NEW DELHI, Oct 27 (IANS)

INDIA hasfaced no pressure fro
US to reduce its Russiarm crude
imports, Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said on Tuesday.

Speaking at an event, the Minister
noted that Middle East oil supplies
have been rising as the region is able
to ship out more cargoes.

“I never felt anything,” he said.

Henoted thatIndiawas getting only
0.2 per cent of its oil imports from
Russia before the Ukraine war, while
imports surged after the war started
due to discounts on Russian oil.

India’s imports of Middle Eastern
crude surged in September, return-
ing to pre-war levels, while refiners
cut back purchases of Russian oil amid
stiff competition from China, ship-
tracking data showed.

The Minister also stated that pur-
chase of Russian oil is linked to
discounts and pricing when com-
pared with other grades. Russian oil
imports have been reduced as refin-
ers are buying more Gulf oil sold at a
discount, he added.

Ultimately, every decision is
anchored in self-interest, the
Minister noted.

Earlier in October, US President
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Donald Trump invoked national inter-
est provisions to waive fresh sanc-
tions, restrictions and duties on
Russian energy exports under a law
enacted last month, providing relief
toIndia from potential tariffs of up to
100 per cent.

Earlier in September, Puri had said
that India has navigated the recent
supply-chain disruptions amid the
geopolitical crises and maintained
steady energy imports, reflecting the
successofitsenergydiplomacyunder
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“Energy security today is not sim-
ply about securing supplies; it is also
about navigating conflicts, choke-
points, volatile prices and sudden dis-
ruptions while keeping the country
andits economyon themove,” accord-
ing to the Minister.
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Saudi Arabi est
oil refinery and defence mini-
stry Tuesday, as - shrapnel
from mterceptlons caused da-
mage In Riyadh. Saudi Ara-
bia, the world’s top exporter
of crude, has suffered weeks

\"' emen’s Houthis said

’

Houthis against oil and civili-

Bbabassssssbossnsnantsnrnsny

of strikes by the Iran-backed

---------------------------------

ura refinery in the Eastern
Province with a ballistic mis-
sile”, he said in a separate
post, adding the strike caused
“massivefires”.

Saudi authorities did not
comment on specific targets,
but said they shot down missi-

les over Riyadh and the Eas-
tern Province. AFP corre-

. i- \spondentsinRiyadhheard ex-
s‘mmmmngm adn’sin-

1031qns on Tuesday. A text
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: Hague: India is open to pro-
: moting free and fair trade
¢ with China and hopes to ex-
pandlts exportsof goodsand
: services to the
neighbouring

=Y Aseanregionin
y | the coming ye-
| ars, commerce
&8 and industry
: minister Piyush Goyal said
¢ late Monday, signalling sco-
: pe for deeper trade engage-
: mentwith Beijing.
: Goyal told reporters that
India believed in open trade
: acrossthe world and was loo-
¢ king for open markets in dif-
: ferent countries on a reci-
: procal basistosellInd
i ods and services.
: 16 |mm

country and

in Yaoundé,
lier this )

visit for the Brics summit in
Sept. “We are open to wor-
king and encouraging free
and fair trade with every co-
~untry around the globe. We
are looking to open markets
indifferentcountriesonare-
ciprocal basis for our goods
and services also,” he said.
As China supplies India
with a number of critical in-
termediate goods and impor-
tant raw materials, Goyal sa-

id there was an established

~ judicialprocessthat could be
followed if it was ever found
that the Pricing of a p&rﬂcu..

lar good was not proper. “We
beliwe in e rules qf fair

-----

: Goyal

ructure projects, Goyal said
he had learnt about the move
after leaving India and that
govt would work on the issue.
According to commerce
department data, China be-
came India’s largest trading
partner in the first half of
the current fiscal year, with
bilateral trade between the
two countriesrising10.5% to
$91.8 billion, with the trade
deficitalso expanding.
While India has recently
implemented trade deals
with the UK and New Zea-
land and the EU agreement
is expected to open markets
in 27 European countries,
Goyal said talks with Chile
were nearing conclusion
and those with Canada were
good progress. Mex-
icoiskeenonan“earlyhar
vest” arrangement while ne-
gotiations with the South
African Customs Union have

Justbegun, Hesaid India was
working

towards securing
itial access to econo.
mies acoountlng for 76% of

the es
5 i mﬁ frillion







..................................
.......

Neha.Madaan
@timesofindia.

Pune: India received just
33.9mm rain against a nor-
malof 69.9mm between Oct1
and 26, recording a 51.5% de-
ficit, as per IMD, even as the
: northeast monsoon brought
- raintoparts of south India.

However, the rainfall

scenario in Oct could
change over the next two to

threedaysduetoverysevere

Cyclone Arnab mth Andh-
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State-wise figures revea-
led steep deficits across
parts of western and cen-
tral India, but showed abo-
ve-normal rain in TN and
closetonormal in Keralam.

Maharashtra received
just 2.6mm rain against its
normal of 71.l1mm between
Oct 1 and Oct 26, a deficit of
96.3%. Gujarat recorded

0.3mm against 18.8mm, a

shortfall of 98%, MP 2.9mm

‘against 31.3mm, Chhattis-

garh 3.9mm against a nor-
mal of 58.1mm, and Odisha :

~ 16.9mm against105.8mm.

Thedry spellalso hit par-

e tsof southern peninsula. Te-

15 langana received 5.2mm as-
ainst 88.9mm,

Andhra 68.2-

ows a mm against 139mm, Karm

¢ !
3.3mm against 8.4
el Keralam 268mm

Py . mm atnz'ilmm TN, howe-

5ot 217.6nun against
2mm an excess of 51%.




