Vehicles that use E20
or normal fuel can’t
use E85 or E100 fuel

NEW DELHI, Oct 26 (P'TT)

THE Road Transport Ministry on
Monday notified changes to the
Central Motor Vehicles Rules, allow-
ing flex-fuel vehicles that can run
onuptoE100 (nearlypureethanol).

Asenior Road TransportMinistry
official said fuel beyond E20 (20 per
cent ethanol-blended petrol) and
uptoE100isintended only for vehi-
cles designed and certified to use it
and will not be applicable for oth-
ervehicles. Vehicles that use E20 or
normal fuel can’t use E85 or E100
fuel. E100 fuel allows vehicles to
run on nearly pure ethanol.

The Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) has
changed certain vehicle classifica-
tion thresholds, fuel specifications,
and technical references used in
emission-related tablesand testing
provisions.  Additionally, the
Government has raised the vehicle
weight limit to 3,500 kg from the
previous threshold of 3,000 kg for

(Contd on page 3)

E100 fuel gets Govt ned

Govt should hike maize-based ethanol
procurement rate by 9% to Rs 75/L: AIDA

NEW DELHI, Oct 26 (PTI)

ALL INDIA Distillers’ Association
(AIDA) on Monday demanded that
the Government should increase
the procurement rate of maize-
based ethanol to Rs 75 per litre
for making it remunerative for
suppliers.

The association, which repre-
sents India’s bioethanol and
alcohol manufacturing industry,
also sought a clear roadmap
for the Ethanol Blending

Programme (EBP).

On October 16, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
issued a tenderon behalf of oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs), seek-
ingbids foraround 11 billion litres
of ethanol for the supply year
beginning November to meet the
requirementofdoping20 per cent
ethanol in petrol.

Italsoreduced the incentive for
maize-based ethanol, lowering the
procurement price to Rs 68.86 per
litre from Rs 71.86.



srael goes to polls today, uncertainty o

H By Farhan Khan
JERUSALEM, Oct 26 (PTT)

ISRAEL will hold parliamentary
elections on Tuesday, with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
seeking to retain power amid
debate over the Government’s
handling of the October 7, 2023,
Hamas attack, the subsequent
warsanditsdomesticand foreign
policies.

The election is widely seen as
a test of Netanyahu's leadership,
as Opposition leaders, including
former military chief Gadi
Eisenkot and former Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett, seek to
challenge  his  Right-wing
coalition,

Opinion polls indicate neither

Audience members look on as Gadi Eisenkot (inset), leader of the
Yashar (‘Straight’) party speaks at a campaign rally ahead of
Israel’'s general election on Sunday night, in Tel Aviv, Israel. (AP/PTI)

otanyahu's firturg

bloc is assured of the parliamen-
tary majority needed to form a
Government.

Israel, roughlythesize ofnorth-
eastern India’s Mizoram State, uses
anationwide proportional repre-
sentation system, with the entire
country serving as a single elec-
toral constituencytoelect the 120
members of the Knesset, Israel’s
Parliament. Voters do not elect
individual Members  Of
Parliament. Instead, they vote for
closed party lists. This system
allows numerouspolitical parties
to compete for seats in the legis-
lature. Toenter the Knesset, a par-
tymust crossthe3.25 per centelec-
toral threshold, arequirement that
often prompts pre-election
alliances and mergers.
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Serhia’s student move topples President

Vucic’s decade-lon

BELGRADE, Oct 26 (AP)

3 People celebrate after Aleksandar Vucic
" conceded defeat in the parliamentary election
in Belgrade, Serbia on Sunday night. (AP/PTI)

-

THElong-servingstrongman leader ofSerbia,
AleksandarVucic, conceded defeaton Sunday
in an election that pitted him and his Right-
wing party against a diverse student-led
opposition movement that spent two years
protesting his Government.

Itwasaseismicpolitical shiftin the Balkan
country whereVucic, whohad been endorsed
by Russian PresidentVladimir Putinand who
denounced the student movement as a for-
eign-led attempt to unseat him, led with vir-
tually absolute power for 14 years.

High turnout and gathering tensions
marked the highly contested parliamentary
election thatwasashowdownbetweenVucic
and his Right-wing Serbian Progressive Party

(Contd on page 3)




Lula elected
Brazil Pre

M In an allege
US President Trump,
Lula said, “Either the
homeland remains free,
or we die for Brazil.”
“This country will not
accept being
anyone’s backyard”

M Lula’s rival Bolsonaro
quickly refused to
concede defeat

B PM Modi congratulates

Lula on his re-election as

President of Brazil

RIO DE JANEIRO, Oct 26 (AP)

BRAZILS President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, a vocal critic of US
President Donald Trump, was re-
elected on late Sunday night in
a result that provides relief to
critics of widening US influence
in Latin America.

With 100 per cent of the vote
counted, Brazil's electoral court
announced that the soon-to-be
81-year-old Lula had a lead of
nearly 4.4 million votes over
opponent Flavio Bolsonaro, giv-
ing him 51.8 per cent of the total
vote. Bolsonaro quickly refused
to concede defeat and asked for
theelectionresultsto beannulled
afteraneveningofchaosatsome

(Contd on page 3)

lent

Supporters of President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva crowd
Paulista Avenue during a rally
celebrating his victory for a
fourth term in the presidential
runoff in Sao Paulo, Brazil on

Sunday night. (AP/PTI)



Gyclone Arnab
nears; Odisha,
step up measures

BHUBANESWAR/AMARAVATI Oct
26 (PTI)
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THE eastern coastal States of
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh
closed schools, prohibited sea
fishingand keptrescueteamson
standby, stepping up precau-
tionary measures ahead of
Cyclone Arnab’s expected land-
fallonWednesday to ensure “zero
loss of life and minimal damage
to infrastructure”.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), in its
Monday morning bulletin, said
adeep depression over east-cen-
traland south-eastBayofBengal
has moved westward and has
intensified into cyclonic storm
‘Arnab.

It is likely to cross Andhra
Pradesh and Yanam coasts
between Bapatla and
Visakhapatnam as a very severe
cyclonic storm, with maximum
sustained winds of 115-125kmph
gusting up to 140 kmph by the
forenoon of October 28, it said.

In the national capital, the
National Crisis Management
Committee reviewed cyclone
preparedness, with Cabinet
Secretary T V Somanathan say-
ingthatbesides AndhraPradesh,
Odisha, Telangana, Chhattisgarh
and Puducherry, the MHA and

e IMD should alert eastern
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, since
high rainfall was also expected
there. Somanathan asked agen-
cies to ensure zero loss of life
and minimal damage to proper-
ty and infrastructure and direct-
ed them that, in the event of any
damage, essential services be
restored at the earliest.

While the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands haveordered the
closure of all schoolstill Tuesday,
the Odisha Government shut-
tered schools, colleges, and
Anganwadi centres in six south-
ern Odisha districts of Ganjam,
Gajapati, Rayagada, Malkangiri,
Koraput and Nabarangpur on
October 28 and 29.

In view of inclement weather
conditions, the State prohibited
fishing activities in the sea and
entry of tourists in the hills, water-
fallsand dams in the sixdistricts.
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi deputed eight ministers
at separate places to monitor
pre-cyclone activities.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N ChandrababuNaidureviewed
cyclone preparedness with offi-
cialsandinstructed themtoalert
people according to the likely
impact of the weather system
and take all necessary steps to
minimise damage.




NEW DELHI, Oct 26 (IANS)

THE Government on Monday
said it has cleared capital acqui-
sition proposals worth Rs 2.12
lakh crorefor defence forces, out
of which nearly 82 per cent of
the procurements will be made
from Indian Industry.

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
accorded  Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) -- in-principle
administrative approval to vari-
ous capital acquisition propos-
als of the defence forces -- at an
estimated cost of about Rs
2,12,000 crore.

According to an official state-
ment, for the Indian Army,
approval was accorded for the
procurement of high mobility
vehicles (HMV), self-propelled
tracked gun systems, gun shot
response systems (GSRS), light
multi-role helicopters (LMRH),
very short-range airdefence sys-

Kamikaze drone

tems (VSHORADS), platform-
based counter unmanned aeri-
al systems (C-UAS), unmanned
aerial system brick long range,
surveillance UAVs, integrated
surveillance and strike system,
and long-range kamikaze drone
system.

“The HMVswill enhance oper-
ational capabilities, logistic sup-
port and mobility in challenging
terrains. The Self-Propelled
Tracked Gun System will provide
matching mobility and firepow-
er to mechanised formations.
The GSRS will serve as a force

multiplier, providing real-time
situational awareness of the
forces,” the statement said.

Moreover, the LMRH will be
used byboth theIndian Armyand
the Indian Air Force for recon-
naissanceand surveillance, com-
bat, search and rescue of troops,
humanitarian assistance and dis-
aster relief, etc.

The VSHORADS will engage
new-generation small-size aer-
ial threats, while C-UAS will
enhancethesurvivability of tanks
in the modern battlefield. The
surveillance and drone systems
will enhancethesurveillanceand
targeting capabilities of the
Indian Army.

For the Indian Navy, approval
was given for the procurement
of Active Offboard Decoy System
(AODS) and other major Naval
platforms. The AODS will
enhance the credibility of anti-
missile defence, especially
against modern anti-shipmissiles
of adversaries.




NEW DELHI, Oct 26 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh onMondaysaid thatIndia’s
efforts to achieve ‘atmanirbhar-
ta’in defence are entering “sec-
ond phase”, asserting that inno-
vators willplay theroleof“impact
players” in the endeavour.

In his address at the plenary
session of the Indian Navy's
annual seminar Swavlamban
2026 here, he also suggested
building a roadmap of specified
areas in which self-reliance is
needed, and the timelines for
achieving those goals.

The Navy is hosting the fifth
edition ofits flagship seminar at
the Manekshaw Centre here on

“Pleased 1o meet a group or

‘Atmanirbharta’ in defence entering

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Swavlamban 2026, in New Delhi

on Monday.

(PT)

aTe,  ne aaded.

. phase Rajnath

October 26 and 27.

Chiefof Defence Staff General
N S Raja Subramani, Army chief]
General Dhiraj Seth and Navy
chief Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan werealso present.

The Defence Minister said the,
sector, in its bid to achieve self-
reliance, has “earned good
marks” inits phase one, and now|
it is entering its second phase.

Hesaid in thisnext phase, focus
should be on delivering out-
comes which are of “top end”
and ofthe "state-of-the-art” lev-
el. Effortsinsecond phase should
also aim to achieve cost-effec-
tiveness, global competitiveness,
high quality, and output to meet
operational requirements,
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