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- MoUs including defence,
~ maritime cooperation

» Continued from P1 pendence day speech this year,
: ~_-Muizzu had also offered to act
believe that through thisor-  as a mediator between Indiz
1 ganisation, we can work to-  and Pakistan to advance talks
gether to find solutions to  foran early leaders’ summit.

: the challenges facing the co- -

uniries of this region,” said

The last Saarc summit was
held in 2014 in Nepal. Member-

Muizzu in Islamabad during states like the Maldives, Bang-
: what was the first visit by a ladesh and Nepal have from ti-
: Maldivian president to Pakis- me-to-time sought revival of
tan in over adecade. | the summit. |
“The Maldives 7 In its response, In-
stands ready to consult - | dia has always blamed
with member countries ._. | Pakistan for blocking
on resuming Saarc’s 9 the initiative for a con-

work. Through sustai-
ned dialogue, trust and
understanding, we can
strengthen cooperation wit-
hin Saare,” hesaid.

The visit also saw the two
sides signing 20 MoUs, inclu-
. ding in areas like defence and
: maritime cooperation that
:  will be of concerntoIndia,

] This isnot thefirsttimetho-
: ugh that Muizzu has called for
: revival of Saarc. In his inde-

| nected and integrated
"&| South Asia.

| “India favours
strong regional cooperation
and has been working towards
it for several decades. Everyo-
ne in South Asia is aware of
which country and what acti-
vities are responsible for sty-
mieing Saarc,” said MEA spo-

kesperson Randhir Jaisw.al,

responding to media queriles

on Muizzu's remarks in July.
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| Social unrest setti
Europe streets

MADRID, Oct 21 (AP)

RISING fuel costs, discontentwith the
state ofschools, declining public serv-
ices and a housing crisis have created
perfectly stormy weather for an
autumn of protests in Europe.

dZ6

, Portugal, Greece
, looting, injuries

ing France, Italy and Spain, approach
pivotal elections, while far-right par-
ties have made electoral gains in
Germany and could do so elsewhere.
It also comes as Europe faces a criti-
calmomentinits support for Ukraine,
with President Donald Trump making

overtures to President

People watch a burned-out car after protests
over cost of living turned into rioting and looting

across France, in Paris on Tuesday.

Vladimir Putin even as
Russia is blamed for
increasingly  frequent
hybrid attacks in NATO
countries.

Right-wing politicians
have seized on the chaos.
While protests in France
have appeared broad-
based, Trump portrayed
immigrantsasresponsible
forthedestruction, writing
on his Truth Social plat-
form: “The migrants have
taken over France. They

(AP/PTI) must CLOSE THE BOR-

Crowds have taken to the streets for
weeks in major cities, resulting in
arrests, looting, injuries, and violence
across France, Italy and Albania. In
Spain and Portugal, tent camps have
sprung up in protests against unat-
tainable rents and housing costs. In
Greek capital of Athens, thousands of
students and teachers marched
through the streets calling for afford-
able student housing and more state
investment in education, as protests
that have swept Europe spread further.

Young people “feel disappointed
with the (social) model and experience
astrongsense ofuncertaintyand alack
of control,” said Maria Silvestre, pro-
fessor of sociology at the University of
Deusto in Spain.

“And whenspecific situations come
together, a spark suddenly ignites that
is capable of channelling that discon-
tent and driving people into the
streets.”

Cities have turned into battlefields
as several top EU economies, includ-

DERS, FAST!” on Monday.

Many of the protests have been
fuelled by frustrated young people.
Other elements including black-clad,
masked agitators have fomented vio-
lence, but French authorities and
police have not blamed immigrants,

In France, which has a centuries-
old tradition of popular protest, high
schoolers have staged blockades and
demonstrations for more than three
weeks, demanding moreresources for
schools they call understaffed and
dilapidated, especially in lower-
income neighbourhoods.

The protests then broadened as
France’s CGT labour union and other
activists joined in while students
paused fora fall break. The movement
now includesdemands over rising liv-
ing costs and public services.

French President Emmanuel
Macron condemned violence, accus-
ing far-leftactivists of trying to foment
chaos by attacking buildings and
police.

(Contd on page 3)




‘Putin agrees
for trilateral
talks with

PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin agreed
Wednesday to resume
trilateral negotiations
with Washington and
Kyiv on ending the war
in Ukraine, a Kremlin
official said.

The Russian leader
has agreed “in princi-
ple” to resume the
talks after November
10, Putin’s foreign
affairs adviser Yuri
Ushakov told reporters
following a meeting in
St. Petersburg between
Putin and US
President Donald
Trump's envoy Steve
Witkoff.

The trilateral talks
will focus on “building
a security system for
Russia and Ukraine
after the conflict
ends,” Ushakov said.

Witkoff’s talks with
Putin about Moscow’s
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine came as
Trump pushes Kyiv to
make a deal that stops
the fighting.

As the talks began,
Putin thanked Trump
and Witkoff for their
efforts to end the war.
The discussion lasted

(Contd on page 3)




