SAMARTHAK India’s first

KARWAR (Kamataka), Oct 16 (PTT)

SAMARTHAK, India’s first mul-
ti-purpose vessel built by a
private shipyard, was commis-
sioned into the Navy on
Friday, marking a major mile-
stone in expanding the role of
domestic industry in warship
construction.

Addressing the commission-
ing ceremony in the presence of
Vice-President C P
Radhakrishnan at the Navy's base
at Karwar, Chiefof the Naval Staff
Admiral Krishna Swaminathan
said the vessel, built by Larsen
andToubro (L&T) atits Kattupalli

~purpose vessel

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan attends the commissioning
ceremony of INS Samarthak, in Karwar, Karnataka.

(PTI)

igenous warship

shipyard in Tamil Nadu, has
more than 75 per centindigenous
content. Karnataka Minister for
Labour Santosh Lad was also
present on the occasion.

Admiral Swaminathan
described the commissioningas
a significant step towards
Aatmanirbharata’ (self-reliance),
noting that the vessel was
designed, engineered and built
entirely in-house at L&T’s
Warship Design Centre and
shipyard.

Samarthakis thefirst of the four
multi-purpose vessels inducted
into the Indian Navy.

(Contd on page 5)



ABU DHABI, Oct 16 (PTI)

Ras Al Khaimah and a member of the UAE's
Supreme Council, and discussed bilateral ties and
the Gulf situation.

Jaishankar arrived in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday
for a three-day visit to review the progress of the
India-UAE Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

“An honour to meet HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr
Al Qasimi, the Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah & mem-
ber of the UAE Supreme Council,” Jaishankar said.

“Grateful for his insights on further strength-
eningIndia-UAE tiesand deepening engagements
with theregion.Thesituation in the Gulfalso came
up for discussion,” he added.

RasAlKhaimah, one of seven emirates that make
up the UAE, islocated near the northernmost point
of the country. The emirate, which shares its inter-
national border with Oman, stretches along the
shore of the Gulf, adjacent to the Strait of Hormuz.

On Wednesday, Jaishankar met his UAE coun-

A .
EXTERNALAffairs MinistePSJaishankar onfiday =i ' \ l
met Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qastmi;the Ruler of |

S Jaishankar meets Sheikh Saud bin Saqgr Al
Qasimi, Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah.

(PTI)

terpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan and
exchanged perspectives on bilateral and global
issues.India and the UAE have expanded their coop-
eration across trade, investment, energy, defence
and security in recent years.
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New Delhi:Inamovetointe-
grate defence logistics in-
frastructure that will'help in

~ seamless coordination
among three services, espe- /
cially during conflicts, govt
is developing an integrated
logistics structure on the
lines of the US to support its

* planned theatre commands.
The details of the project,

- beingspearheadedbydepart-
ment of military affairs
(DMA), have been outlined in

: aletterthatRearAdmmalKu—
~ nal Singh Rajkumar, a joint
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 defence logistics and fuel

- management framework on

the lines of the US Defence_

Logistics Agen

: Inhlsletter theMPhas
drawn attention to the func-
tioning of US DLA which
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standardisation, petroleum

quality assurance, warehous-
ing, technical support, and
global supply-chain manage-
ment under an integrated tri-
servicestructure. Healsotold
PM that at present, logistics
management in India is
largely distributed across
multiple,  service-specific
structures such as Army Ser-
vice Corps, Army Ordnance :
Corps, EME, Naval logistics

~ branches, Air Force mainte-

nance systems, fuel depots :
and various procurement
and inventorymechanisms.

While talkifg to TOI, RS
MP Gopchade said DMA has
informed him that “all best
practices relevant in India’s
context are being incorpo-
rated in creation of an inte-
grated logistics structure to
support planned theatre :
commands”, . :
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US military mulls use of
largest non-nuclear bomb
~ against Iran, says report

: Washington: US mlhtary is
: consideringusingthelargest
: non-nuclearbomb in itsarse-
: nal against Iran’s energy in-
: frastructure and nuclear si-
: tes, subject to President Do-
: nald Trump’sapproval, CNN

: reported onOct16.
: GBU<43/B Massive Ordnan.

Deployment of the

i ce Air Blast Bomb (MOAB),
: known as the mother of all
:  bombs, would mark a signifi-
: cantescalation in the war on
: Iran, now in its eighth
: month, thereportsaid. =

- Trump told Newsmax

: - Thursday that US might stri-

ke Iran’s nuclear facilities

again, including the fortified

Pickaxe Mountain. Asked

' aboutreports he was conside-

ring using MOAB, possibly
after the Nov 3 mldterm elec-

: tions, Trump said it was not

i nuclearand thathewouldnot
~ buried targets, MOAB is de-
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‘use a nuclear weapon becau-
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unnecessary.
~ The MOAB weighs app-
21,600 pounds

e

14 andwas first used in combat

!inAprllml'? during Trump’s
,ﬁrstadminiatmtion, against
‘ 1-1;&,' C State group tun
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2 dead in blasts near
Yemen govt palace

tleastsixexplosions
struck Thursday near the
palace used by Yemen’s

-Internationally recognised
‘govtinthe port city of Aden,
- witnesses said. An official

said atleast two people were :
killed, and Iran-backed Houthi :

. rebels claimed responsibility.

The Houthis said they
attackedamilitary =~ :
operations headquarters with :
the “Saudi enemy,” part of :
their strategy of attacking
Sauditargets that has

included aseries ofattackson

airports and oil facilities. ap

nel complex in Afghanistan. :

Unlike the GBU-57 Massive :
Ordnance Penetrator, a bun-

ker-busting bomb for deeply

signed primarily to create a :
massive surface blast. Howe-
ver, the report said officials :
have questioned whether the
weapon could destroy Irani- :
an nuclear facilities buried -
deep underground PTI :
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"IECHIHG’ OFF: A Ukrainian drone company, SkyFaII

demonstrates StarGate, an aerial medical evacuation drone designed
to carry wounded soldiers from front- line positions, potentially
saving lives where conventional rescue vehicles cannot reach

NewYork/Waahlngton' The
order to limit a satellite sy-
stem used by Ukraine for batt- -
lefield communications and
drone operations came. from
inside the White House, accor-
. ding to two US officials and a

Western official briefed onthe

matter. The officials said lea-
ders at the defence depart-
ment received a message that
the SpaceX Starshield service
for the Ukraunanmﬂltary ne-
ededtobeslowed.

T'heﬁcials,whospokeon

gmdance sysﬁems over Ukrai-
mantemtory .- :
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Kyiv's SpaceX access: US

President Trumpdidn’tor- 3

~der any limitations on Ukraij-

ne’s access to SpaceX’s Stars- :
hield satellite technology, ac- :
cording toasenior US official. i
The US official's comment :
didn’t preclude the possibility :
that another US official or

~agency directed Kyiv’s access -
‘becurbed, but itdbesrebutZe-

that Starlink
curbs impe-

been fully restored to i

' '”'f_l'whgtitwasbeﬁ)re?No Isthe !

speed be
ﬂmﬂmmala AGENQIES. . . -\

ooooo
A A ey

* the condition of anonymity, tlenskw’s claim ‘%?'%"‘?““mp

re |, says
; ,-“UkmimanPresidentVolo-
dymyr Zelensky said Friday :
servicesinhisco- :
' untry were still being resto- :
, ‘*dr?;l'thsmﬂllnnfsabﬂit?mdﬂ'
~ fend against Russia. “Has the

restored now? :
said at a pres-
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