Ganadian poet-essayist Anne
wins Nobel Prize in literature

STOCKHOLM, Oct 8 (AP)

CANADIAN poet and essayist Anne
Carson won the Nobel Prize in liter-
ature Thursday “for her bold and
inventive oeuvre that, in playful dia-
logue with the classical tradition, has
created new forms for contemporary
literature.”

Ingrid Carlberg, permanent secre-
tary of the Swedish Academy, said the
authorwasinlceland“listeningto the
wind” when the academyreached her
to notify her of the win.

“She was very taken by surprise,”
Carlberg said.

Toronto-born Carson, 76, draws on
themesand storiesfromancient Greek
and Roman literature for works that

often blend elements of poetry, essay
and fiction.
Her books include

“Eros the

Bittersweet,” a look at the pleasure
and pain of desire in ancient Greek
literature, verse novel “Autobiography
ofRed,” “Men in the Off Hours,” acol-
lection of poetry and prose that won
Canada’s GriffinPrize for poetryin2001
and “Norma Jeane Baker of Troy,”
whichcompares Marilyn Monroeand
Helen of Troy. Carson also has trans-
lated works of classical Greek litera-
ture that, the Swedish Academy said,
“may be regarded as independent
worksin theirownright.” Theyinclude
“If Not, Winter,” based on poem frag-
ments by Sappho, Sophocles’ tragic
plays “Electra” and “Antigone” and

Euripides’s “Bakkhai.”
“Almost all her literary production
(Contd on page 5)




India salutes IAF’s courage: PM. i Air Force Day

Indian Air Force Sarang Helicopter Display Team helicopters fly in
formation releasing coloured smoke during the Exercise Tarang
Shakti 2026, at the Air Force Station, in Jodhpur on Thursday. (PTI)

NEW DELHL Oct 8 (PT1)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said India is proud
of its air warriors and that the
nation salutes their courage and
commitment to protecting the
skies. On the occasion of Indian
Air Force Day, Modi highlighted
that the force is adept at stun-
ning adversaries not only with
weaponry, butalsowith dataand
drones. Indian Air Force Day is
observed on October 8 to com-
memorate the establishment of
the force and the sacrifices made
by air warriors.

“India is proud of our Air
Warriors. On Air Force Day, we
salute their courage and com-
mitment to protect our skies,”
Modi said in a post on X.

In ashort video posted on his
social media handles, the Prime
Minister said he wanted to con-
vey his heartfelt greetings to every
airwarrior servingthe nation, as
wellastheirfamilies, on the occa-
sion of Indian Air Force Day.

“They have impressed every
Indian with theirexemplarywork
in the skies. They have made us
feel secure,” he said.

EXEMPLARY SERVICE:
PRESIDENT MURMU GREETS
IAFPERSONNELONAIRFORCE
DAY: PRESIDENT Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday extended
greetings to Indian Air Force (IAF)
personnel on Air Force Day and
said that Operation Sindoor
demonstrated the courage, pre-
cision and operational pre-
paredness of the air warriors in

IAF has ev-sived into exceptional,

GHAZIABAD (UP), Oct & (PTI)

SINCEitsinceptionin 1932, the
IAF has evolved into an excep-
tional, network-centric and
multi-domain force thatisalert
and ready to meet any chal-
lenges, Air Chief Marshal A P
Singh said on Thursday.

Inhisaddress at the Air Force
Day celebrations at the Hindan
air base here,

The IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh alsosaid con-
flicts in parts of the world have
shown that air poweris the pri-
mary means of protecting the
interests of a nation,

Referring to  Operation
Sindoor, he said the Indian Air
Force (IAF) showed “speed of
combat operations” with both

safeguarding the nation,

“Greetings to all air warriors,
veterans and their families on
Air Force Day. The Indian Air
Force has rendered exemplary
service to the nation, upholding
high standards of professional-
ism, discipline and prepared-
ness,” President Murmu said in
aposton X.

VICE PRESIDENT LAUDS
IAF'S ROLE IN DEFENDING
NATION: VICE President C P
Radhakrishnan lauded the 1AF

- work-centric force: Chief

| = 4
Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh reviews the
parade during the 94th Air
Force Day celebrations at the
Hindon Air Force Station, in
Ghaziabad on Thursday. (PTI)

its precision strike and air
defence capabilities.

on the nceasion of the 94th Air
Force Day on Thursday and said
the unwavering commitment of
the force to safeguard the coun-
try is inspirational.

“Itsrole inhumanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief reflects
itssteadfastcommitment toserv-
ing humanity in times of crisis,”
he said.

The VP said he hoped that the
IAF continues to soar to greater
heightsand remains steadfastin
the service of the nation.

IAF’s 94th anniv:
Ceremonial flypast
in Varanasi on 25th

GHAZIABAD, Ouct 8 (PTL}

THE ceremonial aerial dis-
playtomarkthe 94thanniver-
sary of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) will be held in Varanasi
on October 25, it is learnt.

The [AF on Thursday held
a vibrant parade at the
Hindon air base here to cel-
ebrate over nine decades of
the force since its inception
on October 8, 1932,

With the Air Force Day
Parade over, the IAF has now
set its sights on the skies of
Varanasi.

“The ceremonial flypast
marking the 94thanniversary
of the IAF is set to be held in
Varanasi on Octaber 25," a
personfamiliarwith the mat-
ter told PTL.

The flying display will
encapsulate the theme for the
celebrations: ‘Infallible
Impervious and Precise’,

The lAFhad put up aspec-
tacularflyingdisplay over the
majestic Brahmaputra riverin
Guwahati besides the tradi-
tional parade at the Hindan
air base as part of the force’s
93rd anniversary celebrations
in November 2025,




IMF to release
USD 1.2 b it new
funding co Pak

ISLAMABAD, Oct 8 (PTI)

THE IMF has reached a pre-
liminary agreement with
Pakistan that could release
about USD 1.2 billion in
new funding to the country.

The money includes USD
1 billion under the IMF’s
main loan programme and
another USD 210 million
under a separate pro-
gramme aimed at helping
Pakistan become more
resilient to climate and oth-
er long-term risks. The
announcement of the staff-
level agreement reached
after extensive talks between
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) team, led by Iva
Petrova, and Pakistani
authorities was made by the
global money lender in a
statement from its head-
quarters in Washington. A
staff-level agreement is a pro-
visional understanding
reached between a member
country’s government and an
IMF negotiating team.

The agreement, which is
subject to approval by the
IMF Executive Board, would
give Pakistan additional
financing and bring total
disbursements under the
two programmes to about
USD 5.7 billion. According
to a statement issued by the
delegation head, the IMF
team reached the agreement
with the Pakistani authori-
ties on the fourth review of
the 37-month Extended
Fund Facility.
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India confident of achieving
$1 trillion exzort target
this fiscai, says Goyal

NEW DELHI, Octs (IANS)

COMMERCE and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said that
India registered $863 billion in
exportslastyearand hassetitself
the targetofachieving $1 trillion
in exports in the current fiscal
year, according to an official
statement on Thursday.

This represents nearly 16 per
centgrowthin ayearwhen inter-
national tradeisexpected to grow
by only around 2.5 to 3 per cent,
while the global economy
remains vulnerable to shocks,
and global growth is expected to
fall below 3 per cent.

“India began building bridges
when the world was building
walls,” said Goyal while address-
ing the curtain raiser of the 31st
CII Partnership Summit here.

Goyalsaid the $1 trillion export
target has been set not merely
by the Government but by the
people and businesses of India,
including 63 million MSMEs,
large and small industries, glob-
al capability centres and around
250,000 startups.

The Reserve BankofIndia (RBI)
had, onceagain, raised its growth
projections for the current year
and expressed confidence that
India would continue to grow at
over 7 per cent and remain the
fastest-growing large economy.

The Minister highlighted the
milestone of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi completing 25

yearsashead of Government. He
described this as25 years of unin-
terrupted public service and an
unblemished track record aimed
at making India a truly power-
ful nation, restoring the glory
India had onceenjoyed and mak-
ing India a developed Nation by
2047.

Goyal said the collective com-
mitment of 1.4 billion Indians is
being taken forward by the Prime
Minister towards the mission of
makingIndiaadeveloped nation
by2047 and fulfillingthe dreams
and aspirations of every child
born in the country.

Referring to the 10th edition
of the India Mobile Congress
(IMC), Goyal said that PM Modi
hadrecalled thatthe Digital India
movement had resulted in sav-
ings of over Rs 5 lakh crore, or
over $55 billion, for the nation
over the last 12 years.

The Prime Minister has
consistently chosen reform over
the easy path. Goyal cited the
introduction of GST to bring dif-
ferent tax systems across the
countryunderoneumbrellaand
the integration of regional
power grids into one national
grid as examples of this
approach.
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Munir’s military takes

on role in W Asia
Pak parhame ta

Islamabad. Eleven ears.af- &
ter P - 2
tedto keepﬂlecountryoutofa
Saudi-led intervention in Ye- ;
men in 2015, Islamabad has ag- <
~ reed to rapidly deploy more

- forces to Saudi Arabia witho-
~ utaparliamentary vote, high- ) g
. lighting the military’s grip on Pakistan'samw chief Asim Munir :
~ foreign policy under Field
- Marshal Asim Munir. '

On Monday, a defence pact ﬁwmm
Pakistan signed with Saudi I.mm
Arabia and Turkiye in Aug

- was invoked for the first time, akistanreachedan
~ as the kingdom faces escala- agreement with IMF that
 ting attacks from Yemen’s couldunlockanother$1.2billion
- Iran-backed Houthis. in financing, offering fresh
Constitutional changes supporttoaneconomy
 last year had put Munir in grapplingwithelevated
~ command of all three services inflation and the fallout from
~ until 2030, with lifetime rank theWestAslaemﬂict.medeal :
~ as field marshal and immuni-  astaff-level agreement which
~ ty from criminal prosecution. stillneedsapprovalfromthe @
- Analysts say the deployment IMF's executive board, would
~ gignals the growing power of give Pakistan about $1 billion :
themilitaryathome, whereja- underits mainlending program :
~ iled former prime minister andanother$210millionunder : !
r Imran Khan's party is mar- aseparateclimatefund.The & !
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ching on Islamabad, accusing IMF estimated Pakistan’s :
the army of dominating poli- economygrew3 6%inthefiscal :
( tics. “There were times in the year2026. BLOOMBERG 3
past when Pakistan’s parlia- e —
ment would vote not to send clear if Pakistani troops will :
~ troops,and themilitary would take part in operations aga- :
~ abide by that decision. Butit's inst the Houthis, who are :
~ a different era now,” said Mi- backed by Iran. i
- chael Kugelman, a resident se- Analystssay thedifference :
~ nior fellow for South Asia at from:mﬂispolitiml,notlegal. i
. the Atlantic Council. the country’s constitution ga- :
Pakistan’s  information ve thefederal govt control and
 ministry said the alliance command of the armed forces
“hasgonethmughaﬂneoassa then, as it does now. Butm :
ry govt procedures”. Still, it when democratic govts b
~ did not say whether the cabi- been elected in Paklstﬂnm RS
" et or parliament was invol- military has been o hethl
~ ved, calling the deployment Mmﬂrisacknowledsedoms
details “a matter of operatio- more powerful than any
" nal conﬁdentiality" It’s not predecessors. REUTERS :

! ot sesssadpppatetl N 0 L Loy maw may sl

T T e

-




S
Sl

€ '
Smoke From Plane;

: Complex Hit: Saudi
i Riyadh: Yemen's Iran-aligned
: Houthis escalated their cam-
: paignof strikes against Saudi
: Arabia Thursday, trying to
i shut down the kingdom's air-
: space and oil facilities with
: missile fire that has killed
: three people this week.

"""m HL-" e vitizenship of Ice- &
"ﬁmﬂ ey nonip i

. Booms, flight disruptions in
as Saudi-Houthi war esca

- Cance] Riyadh
flights; India

issues advisory

irIndiaExpresshascan- :
cenedifsmyadhmgh:s i
scheduled till Oct 10, wh-
ileIndiGohascancelled flights :
to and from the Saudi capital :
till Oct 9, amid Houthi attacks :
.on Riyadh and Abha airports
Wednesday and Thursday:
On Thursday afternoon,
an Air India flight from Delhi

Kindergarten, Med

A videograb shows a Houthi fighter firing at Yemeni govt troops in Taiz

Radkya ke ton

Thegroupsaidithadstruck

: Riyadh airport, where witnes-
: sessaw smoke billowingfroma
: plane and it warned workersto
: stay away from energy plants.

Syria mulls helping Saudis in Yemen war
yriamay deploy troops to help Saudi Arabia fight Yemen’s Houthis,
aUs official and a Syrian defence official said. The possible entry

of Syrian forces into the battle, an overspill of the US-Iran conflict, sho-

and an IndiGo flight from Hy-
derabad bound for Riyadh we-
re diverted. Air India flight

: Saudiofficialssaid debrisfrom
¢ anintercepted missilehad hita
: kindergarten and medical co-
: said they were suspending flig-

AlI2243, which departed at
2.40pm, turned back over the

Arabian Sea and returned to :

wshow Yemen's reignited civil war has added new chaos toa region
already aflame, and risks drawing regional statesinto gruelling |

mountain fighting. The officials said Syriawas carefully consn:leﬂng
military support, including the option of defensive aid to pmtec:Saudi Delhi. IndiGo flight 6E93,
Arabia from attacks or deploymentinan offensive capacitytohelp  which departed at 1.40pm, was :

Saudi- bat:kqed\fermamtroonstaketheﬁglﬂtto‘1"'%';'(5“ﬂ|1ﬁE RELTERS 110D @%@Pw 2lis sl
led 10 flights to Riyadh from :

Trrvsncrernanennsasans

: histoRivadhafterattacks.
: The Houthis say they are

: targeting the kingdom over its

: support for govt forces in Ye-
{ men’sreignited civil war Saudi
{ Arabia says it is backing an of-
: fensive by Yemen’s UN-recog-
i nised govt to take back territo-
: ryfrom the Houthis.

The kingdom has pushed

: forsupport from allied nations,
¢ including Turkiye and Pakis-
: tan, even if only in a logistical
: ordefensivecapacity. Thosere-
i quests have taken on more ur-
: gency since Saudi authorities
: said Wednesday that three peo-
: plehad been killed this week in .

strikes on Riyadh airport and
Abhaairport in southwest.

The Houthis have made

! Saudi airports a focus of their
i strikes, and the Saudi-led coali-

i tion fighting in Yemen said it

had destroyed twoballisticmis- {auﬂ'lorlties on the Houthi cla-

siles launched by the group to- « ims of ballistic missileattacks

wards Riyadh and another to-
wards Khamis Mushayt, home
toamajorairbase.

A thick black column of
smoke and flames were shown
rising from Riyadh airport in
video verified by Reuters. A
witness and three people brie-
fed on the matter said a com-
mercial plane had caught fire
and wasthe cause of thesmoke.

According to data compiled

by aviation ana.lytlcs company

Cirium, almost 50% of depar-
tures from Riyadh airport had
been cancelled by 1500 GMT,
with 31 more cancellations ex-
pected for Friday in all Saudi
airports. There wasnoimmedi-

ate confirmation from Saudi

aesasanserert
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on Riyadhairport. ;
Saudi authorities said de-
bris from an intercepted Hout-
hi missile had landed in Riy-
adh, causing damage to a kin-
dergarten and a medical clinic

complex, state media reported.

Several multinational firms
based in Riyadh’s King Abdul-
mmlmialmsmcttomseafg

Fre ou

orders to shelter in place, tho-
ugh authorit

public a]ert REUTERS

LLA]
wamprer

Bengaluru, Cochin, Kannur
and Kozhikode scheduled over
the next 48 hours, “Affected gu-
ests are being offered compli-
mentary rescheduling ora full
refund on cancellation,”an Air
India Express spokesperson :
said. IndiGo said it had cancel- |
led all flights to and from Riy- :
adh till Oct 9 and was co- :

ntactingaffected passengersto

offer complimentary resche- :
duling orafull refund viaIndi- :
Go Plan B. It advised passeng-
ers to check thelrﬂlghtstams i
before leaving for the ai
Meanwhile, the Indian Em-
bassy in Riyadh advised India-

ns in Saudi to remain vigilant : .

and follow instructions issued :
by local authorities. Ty :
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