India, Canada to hzgin 5th

round of talks

NEW DELHI, Oct 4 (PTI)

THE Chief negotiators of India
and Canada will begin the fifth
round of negotiations for the pro-
posed Comprehensive Economic
PartnershipAgreement (CEPA)in
Ottawa from October 5, with an
aim to conclude the talks by the
end of this calendar year, an
official said.

The five-day talks may end on
October 9.

The fourth round of negotia-
tions concluded here on
September 18.

Thetalksaremovingat afaster
pace as both countries are tar-
geting to conclude the negotia-
tions by the end of this year.

The negotiationsare important
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is expected to visit Canada
around December this year,

rrom today

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney has said last month.

Togiveafurtherimpetusto the
talks, Canada’s Trade Minister
Maninder Sidhu will visit New
Delhilater this month with a300
strong business delegation.
Sidhu and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyalmetin Mumbai last
month to review the progress of
negotiations.

CEPA is a kind of free trade
agreement in which two coun-
tries either significantly reduce
or eliminate customs duties on
the maximum number of goods
traded between them. They also
ease norms for the movement of
skilled professionals and attract
investments.

The bilateral trade in goods
declined 8.23 per centtoUSD 7.95
billion in 2025-26 from USD 8.7
billion in 2024-25.



India-US discuss scourity,
maritime ties i Indo-Pacific

NEW DELHI, Oet 4 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S. Jaishankar held ameet-
ing with the Commander of the
United States Pacific Command,
Admiral Samuel]. Paparo,in New
Delhi on Sunday, during which
discussions were held on
advancing the security partner-
ship and maritime cooperation.
USAmbassador to India Sergio
Gorwas present at the meeting.
“Glad to meet Commander of
the US Pacific Command,
Admiral Samuel J. Paparo.
Discussed advancing our secu-
rity partnership and maritime
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,”
EAM Jaishankar posted on X.
On Saturday, Admiral Samuel
J. Paparo arrived in New Delhi
for a six-day official visit to
strengthen the defence part-
nership between the two
nations. Sergio Gor extended a
warm welcome to Admiral

EAM S Jaishankar meets US Indo-Pacific Command Commander

Admiral Samuel J Paparo, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

Samuel Paparo.

During his visit, Admiral
Paparowill hold talks withIndian
counterparts on shared securi-
ty priorities, including harness-
ing digital transformation and

emerging technologies, main-
tainingregional strategic stabil-
ity, strengthening defence ener-
gyresilience, and navigating an
increasingly competitive tech-
nology landscape.

“From emerging technology
to maritime security, the United
States and India are building a
defence partnership equipped to
meet the challenges of the
future,”the US EmbassyinIndia
said in a statement.

“Admiral Paparo’s visitunder-
scores the strength of the Major
Defence Partnership and reaf-
firms the United States’ endur-
ingpresenceandinterestsinthe
Indian Ocean region,” it added.

“Lieutenant General Joel B
Vowell, Deputy Commanding
General, USARPAC, called on
General Dhiraj Seth, COAS, on
28 September. The leaders dis-
cussed the evolving security
landscape in the Indo-Pacific
and explored opportunities to
advance bilateral defence
engagement across multiple
domains,” the Indian Army’s
Additional Directorate General
of Public Information posted
onX.
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Lockheed Martin to expana production in
India, if it wins transport aircraft bid

WASHINGTON, Oct 4 (PTI)

LOCKHEED Martin is iaaking
to further expand its produc-
tioncapabilitiesin India ifit wins
thebid to supplymedium trans-
portaircraftforitsarmedforces,
a senior official of the aero-
space company said.

In August, Indiaissued aten-
der for procurement of 60 medi-
um transport aircraft at a cost
of USD 10.5 billion.

Five Indian companies --Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL), Mahindra Group, Adani
Defence &  Aerospace,
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) and Reliance Defence -
- are in the fray for the contract
and areexpected to bringglob-
al aircraft manufacturers into
the programme.

“We have along partnership
with Tata that produces com-
ponents and empennages of
the C-130] aircraft. It is a very

In August, India issued a tender for
procurement of 60 medium transport
aircraft at a cost of USD 10.5 billion.

robust capability that will be
expanded in our current bid,”
Dan Tenney, Senior Vice
President, global business
development and strategy,
Lockheed Martin, said in
response to a question from
PTI. “We are looking to expand
thatcapabilitywith production
and other things that occur
within India,” he said.

TASL has partnered with
Lockheed Martin, while
Mahindra has joined hands
with Brazil's Embraer for the
contract. “So we're very excit-
ed by that. India has been a
great partner in helping to
enable advanced capabilities
for that aircraft and beyond,”
Tenneysaid. Hesaid if Lockheed
Martin and TASL are success-

ful in that bid, the network will
be expanded. “So we are look-
ing to do that,” Tenney said.

Lockheed Martinsaidits pro-
posal would include 12 aircraft
in flyaway condition and 48
manufactured in India.

The company has also pro-
posed upgrading the Indian Air
Force's (IAF) existing fleet of 12
C-130Js to the same advanced
configuration, potentially giv-
ing the force acommon fleet of
72 aircraft. The IAF’s current C-
130] fleet has accumulated
more than 58,000 flight hours
and is used for high-altitude
operations in Ladakh, human-
itarian missions during the
Nepal floods and the evacua-
tion of Indian nationals from
Sudan in 2023.







India, Cyprus hold first Joint
Maritime Commictee meeting

NICOSIA, Oct 4 (IANS)

INDIA and Cyprus held the first
meeting of their Joint Maritime
Committee (JMC) in Limassol,
co-chaired by Joint Secretary
(International Cooperation) in
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, Venkatesapathy
S, and Acting Permanent Secretary
in the Shipping Deputy Ministry
of Cyprus, Theodoulos Mesimeris,
the High Commission of India in
Nicosia said on Saturday.

“The first India-Cyprus Joint
Maritime Committee (JMC) met
under the 2017 bilateral
Agreement on  Merchant
Shipping,” the High Commission
stated on X, callingitanew chap-
ter in India-Cyprus maritime
cooperation. The meeting was
held on September 29.

India’s High Commissioner to
Cyprus, Manish, and the High

Commi‘sion of India in Nicosia
joingu the Indian delegation’s
er  agements with Cypriot mar-
«(ime authorities and industry

Singh Bisen.

The talks covered maritime
education and training, invest-
ment opportunities in both sec-

Delegations from India and cyprus pose for a group photo. X)

from September 28 to October 1.

The delegation also included
Deputy  Director  General,
Directorate General of Maritime
Administration, = Deependra

tors, the exchange of policiesand
strategies as best practices, and
cooperation on matters of mutu-
al interest at the International
Maritime Organisation (IMQO).






India is going ‘beyond
advocacy’ on-Jkraine

confhct Ja

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said in his
address at the Munich Security

Conference on Sunday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 4 (PTI)

INDIA has moved beyond advo-
cacy and stepped up its efforts
in recent months for the resolu-
tion of the Ukraine conflict by
engaging in conversations with

aishankar

both Kyivand Moscow, External
Affairs MinisterS Jaishankar said
on Sunday, in a first public
acknowledgement of New Delhi’s
role in ending the lingering war.

Jaishankar’s comments at an
event came days after Russian
President Vladimir Putin said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has “good ideas” to find a mutu-
ally acceptable solution to the
conflict. = Ukraine Foreign
Minister Andrii Sybiha said on
Friday that Kyiv received sepa-
rate proposals from India and
three other nations for a possi-
ble ceasefire.

Sharing some details of New
Delhi’s efforts, Jaishankar said it
is focusing on ensuring the safe-
ty of shipping in the Black Sea as
wellason grain exportsand ener-
gy supplies. For over four years,
Indiahas been consistently push-
ingforresolving the Ukraine con-
flictthrough dialogue and diplo-
macy.

(Contd on page 5)

NEW DELHI, Oct 4 (IANS)

EAM compares US-China
rivalry to Goldilocks scenario

good”.

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar on Sunday com-
pared the US-China rivalry to a Goldilocks scenario, quipping
that “You don’t want it to be too hot, you don’t want it to be too

“In the context of a US-China rivalry. I think we are looking
at what is often called a Goldilocks scenario: You don't want it
to be too hot; you don’'t want it to be too good. You want it some-
where in between, at the right temperature,” the EAM said

(Contd on page 5)




Asian Games-¢nd with
India earnirg 85 medals

NAGOYA, Oct4 (IANS)

THE buses will stop running,
accreditation cards will soon
become souvenirs and athletes
rushing through airports will
once again replace the colour-
ful chaos of the past two weeks.

The Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games have come to an end.

Itwas asimple farewell, much
like the opening ceremony.
There was music, colour, danc-
ing, flags and athletes enjoying
perhaps their first opportunity
in days to simply breathe and
take in what they had achieved.

ForIndia,itwasa closingnight
filled with pride.

Shooter Neeru Dhanda led
the Indian contingent as flag-
bearer, carrying the Tricolour
into thestadiumafter an excep-
tional campaign for the coun-
try. Yet her presence was just
onepartofamuchbigger Indian
story.Indiafinishedfourthin the
medal table with 85 medals —
21 gold, 27 silver and 37 bronze.

Chinadominated the Games,
followed by Japan and South
Korea, while India’s medal haul
once againhighlighted its grow-
ingpresenceacrossawide range
of sports.

And some of the loudest cel-
ebrations came froma sport that
needslittleintroductioninIndia
— cricket.

Cricket once again provedthat
its place in the Asian Games is
no longer merely symbolic.

India’s men’s and women’s
teams both returned with gold

India’s flagbearer Neeru Dhanda and others during the closing ceremony marking the conclusion of

the 20th Asian Games, in Nagoya, Japan on Sunday.

(PTI)

medals. For Indian cricket, these
were not just two more medals
on a crowded tally.

The Asian Games offered
another reminder ofhow far the
sport has reached beyond its
traditional boundaries—and of
theweight the Indian jerseycar-
ries even outside the world’s
biggest cricket tournaments.

For some Indian athletes,
however, there was no glamour

attached to their journey.

There were early morning
starts, long journeys to venues
and hours spent waiting for
competition. Some travelled
hundreds of kilometres simply
tocompeteforamedalthatmay
never make the front pages.

Yet they kept showing up.

That perhaps became the
definingcharacteristicof India’s
campaign.

Archery produced astunning
five gold medals. Boxing added
three golds, whilewrestlingcon-
tributed two. Hockeyandkabad-
di brought the familiar roar of
team triumphs, with bothmen’s
and women's teams winning
gold. Athletics again produced
its share of drama, with India’s
runners and field athletes bat-
tling through pressure and
weathertoadd preciousmedals.




