UN chief Guterres strongly
condemns flyo:; oal attack

B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Oct'Z (PTI)

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
Antonio Guterres has expressed
deep concern over an incident
aboarda flydubaiflight in which
anIndianpilotsustained serious
injuries while foiling an alleged
attempt by his co-pilot to crash
the aircraft.

The DubaitoTel Avivflight, car-
rying 174 people, including 27
children, made an emergency
landing at Tabuk in northwest
Saudi Arabia on Wednesday fol-
lowinganaltercationin the cock-
pit.

The co-pilot, identified by
Israeli officials as an Omani
national, stabbed Indian pilot
Captain Smit Machchhar and
sent the jet plunging nearly
14,000 feet in less than 30 sec-
onds.

Guterres is deeply concerned
by the serious incident involv-
ing a Tel Aviv-bound flydubai
flightandisrelieved that tragedy
was averted, a statement issued
by the Secretary-General’s

Antonio Guterres

spokesman Stephane Dujarric
said Wednesday.

Guterres strongly condemns
any act that places at risk civil-
ian lives and the safety of civil
aviation, the statement said,
addingthatthe UN chiefis grate-
ful to all the authorities con-
cerned for ensuring the safety of
all passengers and for conduct-
ing their investigation.

“We will continue to monitor
all developments related to this
incident,” the statement said.

The UAE on Thursday said it
hasopened aninvestigationand
is “closely following” the
incident.
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Modi has ‘dood ideas’ far settiement
of Ukraine conflict: Viadimir Putin

MOSCOW, Oct 2 (PTD)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
has*verygoodideas” onamutu-
alsettlementofthe Ukrainecon-
flictand raisestheissueat“every
meeting”, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has said.

Putin made the remarks on
Thursday at the annual meeting
of the Valdai International
Discussion Club, according to
state-run TASS news agency.

“As for Prime Minister Modi's
position on ending wars, | can
say that heis one of those world
leaders who, despite our very
good, even friendly relations,
including at the personal level,
constantly raises the issue and
asks questions about ending the
conflict in Ukraine,” Putin said.

The Russian leader said Modi
“brings up these mattersatevery
meetingwe have and takes akeen
interest in them”.

“Hehasverygoodideasaimed
at finding mutually acceptable

solutions,” Russian President
Vladimir Putin added.

Ahead ofthe BRICS summitin
New Delhilast month, Putinand
Modiheld talks, duringwhich the
Russian leader briefed Modi on
the overall situation regarding
the Ukraine war, which beganin
February 2022, and ongoing
peace initiatives.

Afewdaysbefore that, Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
said Russia would welcome any
peace efforts by India to end the
Ukraine conflict, noting that
Moscow’s strategy aligns close-

‘Russia will use ‘all weapons’ in its
arsenal if its territory is attacked’

MOSCOW, Oct 2 (AP)

PRESIDENT VladimirPutin on Thursday reiterated Moscow’s long-
held position that Russiais not planningtoattack European coun-
tries but will respond to aggression with “all weapons” in its arse-
nal. In remarks at a foreign policy forum, Putin accused the West
and Europe of escalating tensions by talking about preparing for
a war with Moscow in the coming years, conducting military
drills in the Baltic Sea, and seizing Russian vessels.

His remarks followed Moscow’s warning to NATO thatit would
nothesitate touse nuclear weapons todefend Kaliningrad should
any members of the military alliance try to cut off the Baltic
exclave from the rest of Russia.

Several Russian embassies in Europe this week issued state-
ments that said Moscow has “information that NATO is prepar-
ing(an)airandnaval blockade of Kaliningrad and (the) Kaliningrad
region.”

ly with New Delhi's position for
a resolution through dialogue
and diplomacy.

Putin, at the forum on
Wednesday, also expressed

appreciation for India’s cultural
diversity and unity.

“India cannot fail to amaze
with its scale and diversity,”
Putin said.




G7 nations agree tg release
100 million b2i“rels of oil to US

WASHINGTON, Oct 2 (AP)

THE Group of Seven industrial
nations said they agreed to
release 100 million barrels of oil,
starting with “substantial”
amounts of diesel after the fuel
recently hit record high pricesin
the United States, where
President Donald Trump said the
diesel release would happen
“immediately.”

Trump and his Republican
Party face pressure to address
surging prices ahead of
November’s midterm elections.
Trump announced the action
Friday on social media, saying,
“Europehasjust agreed torelease
a massive amount of their heav-
ilystocked Diesel Oil. The process
will begin immediately.”

The President faces lagging
approval ratings as the Iran war

Trump and his
Republican Party face
pressure to address
surging prices ahead of
November’s midterm
elections

and his trade battles have
increased US prices for oil.

Gas prices in the US and
abroad have soared during the
eight-month-long war, a cost
Trump has repeatedly said is
worth it for making sure Iran
does not obtain nuclear
weapons. Trump has insisted
prices will come down after the
war, though there’s no end in
sight. The national average for a
gallonofdieselin the USwas USD
6.37 on Friday,accordingto AAA,
after hitting a record USD 6.52.

Trump had a conversation
overnight with French President
Emmanuel Macron, the chair of
the G7,about the need toaddress
rising fuel prices and the avail-
ability of petroleum products,
according to the FrenchEmbassy
intheUS. Macronon Fridaythen
chaired avideo conference of G7
leaders to discuss the issue.

France holds therotating pres-
idencyofthe G7 group and made
the announcement.

The IEA will coordinate the
effort to combat soaring fuel
prices. “We will implement our
commitments with a coordinat-
edrelease through the I[EAof100
million barrels (MB) to begin
immediately over 4 months,
including a frontloaded sub-
stantial diesel release within the
first 20 days by G7 members and
partners,” the statement said.



Goyal meets trade ministzrs of France,
Canada, Saudi Arabiz;South Korea

WASHINGTON, Oct 2 (PTI)

COMMERCE Minister Piyush
Goyal met his counterparts from
France, Canada, SaudiArabiaand
South Korea and discussed fur-
thering bilateral trade
relations with the respective
countries.

Goyal held the meetings with
the trade ministers of the four
countries on Thursday on the
sidelines of the G20 Trade
Ministers’ Meeting in
Milwaukee. “Met Mr Nicolas
Forissier, Minister Delegate for
Foreign Trade and Economic
Attractiveness of France, on the
margins of the G20 Trade
Ministers Meeting,” Goyalsaidin
a post on X. Goyal said he and

Forissier explored aver .es to

I"

expand trade
anc invest-
meit tias
expeuiting
theearlysign-
ing of the
India-EU
FTA, and
expanding
collaboration
across aero-
space manufacturing in India,
UPI integration, and joint inno-
vation initiatives. “Look forward
to welcoming him to India later
this year to take our bilateral eco-
nomic agenda forward,” he said.
Govyal said he had a “produc-
tive meeting” with Canadian
Trade Minister Maninder Sidhu

and reviewed the ongoing nego-
tiations for the
India-Canada
Comprehensive
Economic
Partnership
Agreement
(CEPA).  The
India-Canada
CEPA was
launched by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney in
March to take bilateral trade to
USD 50 billion by 2030.
“Building on our recent meet-
ingin Mumbai, wereaffirmed our
commitment toexpeditingnego-
tiations and working towards an
early conclusion of the agree-

ment,” Goyal said.

The Commerce Minister said
he was delighted to meet Majid
bin Abdullah Al-Kassabi, Minister
of Commerce of
Saudi Arabia. “We discussed
progress on the India-Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) FTA
negotiationsand explored oppor-
tunities to further strengthen
trade andinvestment tiesbetween
our two nations,” Goyal said. He
also met the South Korean Trade
Minister Park Jung-Sungand dis-
cussed upgrading India-Korea
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IKCEPA),
balanced trade growth, market
access for Indian agricultural,
pharmaceutical, and marine
products, and



Lt General
Akhilesh Kumar
takes charge
of 1 Corzs

2 At

NEW DELHI, Oct 2 (PTI)

LIEUTENANT General Akhilesh
Kumar, who has rare and invalu-
able experience invaried terrains
and operational environments,
including the Line of Control,
has taken charge as the General
Officer Commanding of 1 Corps
at Mathura, the Army said on
Friday.

The General Officer succeeds
Lt Gen V Hariharan.

He took charge of 1 Corps on
October 1.

LtGeneral Kumar, Sena Medal,
is an alumnus of Sainik School,.
Tilaiya, and the National Defence
Academy, Pune, and was com-
missioned into4th Battalion, the
RajputanaRiflesonJune 13,1992,
according to an official state-
ment.

The general officer holds an
MSc from the Madras University
and a master’s in management
studies from the Osmania
University.

“The officer has rare and
invaluable experience in varied
terrains and operational envi-
ronments, including the Line of
Control,counter-insurgencyand
counter-terrorismoperations in
Jammu and Kashmir,” the state-
ment said.

In his illustrious career span-
ning over 34 years, besides com-
manding his parent unit, 4th
Battalion, the Rajputana Rifles,
he has been the commander of
a Rashtriya Rifles Sector in
Jammu and Kashmir, and agen-
eral officer commanding of an
Infantry Division under a Strike
Corps.
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. Move Comes As’

: Washington: The US
: ryisdispatchingr 11y 9,000
: troopsaboaltrairoup of ships
: to West Asia, a US official said
: Thursday The bolstering of
: the Americanmilitary presen-
: cecomes as President Donald
¢ Trumpwarned anew that new
. strikes against Iran could be
:on the horizon.

: He also said early indica-
tions suggest that Iran is lin-
! kedtothe co-pilot whostabbed
: his captain and tried to crash
: anlsrael-bound flight Wednes-
: daw In an exchange with re-
: porters at the White House,
: Trump raised the connection
. when asked by a reporter if
: there were any links between
: the pilot behind the attack and
¢ Tehran. “I would say the ans-
i wer, based on what I'm hea-
! ring, isyes, but we’re working
: on it right now,” Trump said,
offering details.
: Trumpalso warned thatif the

1ta-

Asia

p Weighs New Hits On lran

The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower. US ships now en route

AP/File

to West Asia together carry over 7,000 sailors and 2,000 Marines

Under US pressure, G7 agrees
to release 100m barrels of ol

Washington: The G7 nations
said Friday that they plan to
release 100 million barrels of
oil in the coming weeks, star-
ting with “substantial” amo-
unts of diesel after the fuel re-
cently hit record high prices

ternational Energy Agency
will coordinate the effort to
combat soaring fuel prices. So-
me Republicans in the US had
called for Trump to ban US ex-
ports of diesel to try to bring
domestic prices down. But the

: link is established to Iran, the in the US, where President G7 statement said the group,
: USwouldretaliate. “Ohthey’ll = Trump said the diesel release  whichincludestheUS, alsoag:

i behit, very hard, don’t worry,”

would happen “immediate y:”

. reed not to limit energy ex-

: Trump said. “You just ask Trumpand hisRepublican portsto eac}tlx oéher. ﬁ
: o kAo wrhat har Party face pressure to address Trump had a conversation
| theftfhoy SO happe prices ahead of the overn ight with French Presi-

: ned.They'llbehitvery hard.”

Meanwhile, the group of N v 3 midterm ele

W

yd dent Macron, the chair of the

7, about the need to address

; lability of petroleum pro-
1it a new lov ':_-j_gluqts,accordhlgtotheFrench

NORCpoll Embassy in the US. Macron
ad his trade  Friday then chaired the video-

rence of G7 leaders to

call with Macron, Trump on

» Fridaycalledintothemeeting
1t with the G7leaders tonegotia-
~ tetherelease of the European
at diésel stockpiles, according to

v spects of new strikes, saying
it is “possible” that he will
yd  ramp up bombing in Iran af-
~ ter the Nov 3 elections in the
US. When pressed, Trump sa-
id he could not go further in
- detailinghisstrategy. a»
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Pour gold! India equals its best
dayatanAsa

- Wins In Boxing,
Archery, Hockey § L <
And Wrestling &

Tass News Nerwosx

“\
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IT ALL STARTS WITH A CHANCE

Foundation

ned the party, winning a split-  their bit, the former establis- S
‘decision verdict over Paris hing that his Commonwealth :
Olympics bronze-medallist gold was noflash in the pan. 2
Chen Nien-chinof Chinese Ta- With just a day of competi- :
ipei. The women's recuryve ar-  tive sports to go in the Games,
chery team shocked 10-time India is certain to fall well :
- Olympicchampions SouthKo-  shortof itstallyof 28goldsand
reato secureamaiden gold. 106 medals from three years :
The men chipped in too. back, but the sting in the tail
AnkushPanghalinboxingand  would surely have provided a :
Sujeet Kalkal in wrestlingdid much-needed morale booster: ~:




