India’s gold d
0f 28 in China, 2

10 Gold Medals <

Won In Japan,
Hope For 2 More

sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com
\ entering the final
stretch, India’s decli-
ning gold medal numbers tell
an uncomfortable story and
offer a sharp reality check. Of
the 28 golds India won in
Hangzhou three years ago, 20
have already slipped away in
Aichi-Nagoya — across shoo-
ting, athletics, archery, bad-
minton, equestrian, squash
and tennis. The sharpest cont-
rast comes in individual -
events, In Hangzhou, India
won nine individual gold
medals across shooting, athle-
ticsand archery. None of tho-
sehave been defended and, in
_some events, India was not
even able to make the final ro-
unds in the ongoing edition.
 In 2023, India produced a
historic 106-medal haul — 28

gold, 38 silver and 40 bronze.
Shooting alone delivered se-
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» Manu Francis and Prince
Kurisinkal Noble won India an

silver as they bagged

unexpected .
2nd place in men’s skiff opening
race 9. Harshita Tomar and Shital
Verma claimed women’s bronze

8l > Nitesh Siwach secured India’s
® first silver in Greco-Roman .

| wrestling at Games since 1962,

> In the 2nd battle between the
arch-rivals, in volleyball, Pakistan
won 3-0 to enter the semifinals

» The next episode of the rivalry
will unfold on Nisshin's cricket
pitch Saturday after India beat Sri
Lanka by 124 runs in semifinal

» India’s medal tally rose to

64 — 10 gold, 22 silver and 32 bronze

Defending ehamps Ind
survivedascare, blowing
d 3-0lead before snatching
a 4-3 win against Pakistan
as Abhishek struck just 45
secs before the hooterin

men's hackeysemifinal.
India take on Malaysia'in
the final Saturday

while Mansi Ahlawat lost bronze
-| medal play-off in women's 62kg

= > Defending squash

champions
India won bronze after both men
and women lost in the semifinals
> Compound archer Ganesh
Mani Rathnam Thirumuru won
bronze in men’s individual event
> Indian tennis finished without
a medal for the first time since
1986 after Sumit Nagal lost in

men'’s singles QF

ven golds and athletics six,
while archery completed a
clean sweep of all five compo-
und golds. Three years later,
India has lost all seven shoo-

men’s team event and mixed
doubles. The Hangzhou
goldsinbadmintonmen’sdo-
ubles, team dressageand ten-
nis mixed doubles have also

'sed 80(it’s 8th overall), but the

country is staring at a far lo-
wer haul than Hangzhou. For
perspective, China has so far
won 154 gold and 288 medals.

ting golds it won in Hangz- notbeenretained. Particularly worrying is
houandallsixinathletics.In As of Thursday, Indiahas the disappearance of gold
archery, the three team titles 10 gold medals at Aichi-Nago- medals that India had alrea-
have survived, butneitherof ya, with men's hockey and dy established as its conti-
the individual ones. In squ- cricket still carrying title de- nental benchmark.
ash,thecountryhaslostboth fence possibilities. India’s

its titles from 2023 in the overall medal tally has cros- P Can't build on gains, P 27
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Govt backs SCO conne
ut PM’s

- Pak's Terror

~_Support Key

F actor For India

~Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s :

" cl-
bation in the SCO meepgrn;t}nf
national coordinators in Is-
lamabad tofirm upthe calen-
dar for high-level meetings

has sparked speculationabo-

ut whether PM Modi would

travel to Pakistan for the he-

_ ads of state summit next ye-
ar. Modi has missed only one
of the seven in-person sum-
mits since India became a
full member of the Eurasian
~ blocin2017, but officials said
his pastattendance isno gua-
rantee of a visit even for a
multilateral event to Pakis-
tan, a country India has co-
me to describe as a serial
practitioner of terrorism.
Additional  secretary
Alok Dimri travelled to Pa-
kistan this week for the na-
tional coordinators’ mee-

ting, asfirstreported by TOI
onMonday. Thefirst such vi-
sit from India to Pakistan
since the 2025 Pahalgam ter-
‘rorist attack highlighted
how SCO, which is domina-
ted by Chinaand Russia, has
remained insulated from
India-Pakistan  tensions,
unlike the more modest
Saarcregional framework.
For aPM visit, though, as
official sources said, India
will factor in Pakistan’s con-
tinued support for cross-
border terrorism before ma-
king a final decision. The
sameislikelytoapply for the
meetings of defence and fo-
reign ministers heading in-
tothemainsummit,asindia
seeks tangible and irrever-
sible action by Pakistanaga-
inst cross-border terrorism
to make the overall environ-

ment conducive for any
substantive engagement.
After the meeting this we-
¢k, Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif will soon write to lea-
dersof allmemberstates invi-
ting them for the SCO heads
of state summit. He had last
invited Modi for the heads of
govt meeting in Islamabad in
2024, but India had then sent
externalaffairsminister S Ja-
ishankar, who usually repre-
sentsIndia in that meeting.
Modi attends the mee-
tingsof the Councilof Heads
of State (CHS), the supreme
decision-making body of
SCO, which meets annually
on a rotational basis in the
country chairing SCO. Pa-
Kkistan assumed chairmans-
hip from Kyrgyzstan at the
Rishkek summitlast month.
Although Modi did skip

certain

-alvisittoPakistan, apartfrom
Pakistan-backed terrorism. :
India’s engagement withSCO  :
facilitates the ongoing nor- :
malisation of relations with i
China while preserving its :
strategic and longstanding ti- :
es with Russia. Ironically, co- :
unterterrorism and security

v,

the Kazakhstan summit in i
multiple geopolitical factors
beforedecidingonhispotenti- :

cooperation is one key reason z
for Delhi’s engagements with :
the grouping that also helps : '

(
%
1]
Be

} o
27
ai
an
th
I
Im
of
I
1
b
]
2

G

r

India with Central Asiancon- |

nectivity and regional securi- :
ty in Afghanistan, whilerein- :

forcing strategic autonomy.

Dimri was greeted warm-
ly in Pakistan, withan offici- :
al photo showing him stan- 3

ding next to Pakistan deputy L
PM and foreign minister Is- :
haq Dar. Dimri said the na- @
tional coordinators had fina- :
lised an agenda for common  :
wellbeing and prosperity
with focus on connectivity, |

trade and transit. “This
pmgrammewﬂlcontinuefor
a year and will culminate
with the Islamabad Summit.”
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‘BrahMos missile system t5
see over USD 600 mx éxports’

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (ANI)

BRAHMOS is a benchmark for
India’s emerging export story
with exports to cross USD 600
million, Defence Secretary
Rajesh KumarSingh hassaidand
noted that there are contracts
or agreements to sell the high-
end strategic system to three

Southeast Asian countries
including Indonesia and
Vietnam.

InaninterviewwithANI, Singh
said the missile also has an air-
launched versionanditisa great
success on Sukhois.

BrahMos missile systemtothe
tune of about USD 330 million
hasbeen delivered to Philippines.
The Defence Secretary said that
exports should be about USD
100 million to start with for
Vietnam, and for Indonesia, it
should be around USD 200 mil-
lion.

“BrahMos is a kind of bench-
mark for our emerging export
story. Thisis one of the high-end
strategic systemsthat we've been
able to export. We've got con-

tracts or agreements to sell it to
three Southeast Asian countries,
starting with the Philippines, and
now Indonesia and Vietnam as
well,” he said.

“The system has been proven
in battle during Operation
Sindoor...This missile also has
an air-launched version, which
exists and is a great success on
Sukhois. There is tremendous
potential for this particular sys-
tem, and I hope that this will
continue tobeone oftheanchors
of our export momentum,” he
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh had earlier described
BrahMos as not justamissile, but
a symbol of the growing indige-
nous capabilities of the nation.

The missile features a tradi-
tionalwarhead and an advanced
guided system and possesses
the capability to strike long dis-
tances at supersonic speeds. This
combination of speed, accura-
cy, and power makes BrahMos
one of the best systems in the
world.

‘Akash is one of our success stories’

Defence Secy Rajesh Kumar Singh on indigenous missile system’s global reach

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (AND)

HIGHLIGHTING the matur-
ing capabilities of India's
domestic defence manufac-
turing sector, Defence
SecretaryRajesh Kumar Singh
on Thursday praised the
indigenous Akash Surface-to-
Air Missile (SAM) system as a

key milestone in India’s jour- g

ney toward self-reliance in
military technology.

Speaking to ANI on India’s defence export tra-
jectory, Singh noted that the Akash system has
transitioned into a stabilised production phase,
backed by strong domestic orders alongside an
expanding footprint across international defence

markets.

“Akash, I would say that it
is one of our success stories,
It shows the maturing of our
indigenousmissiledesignand
productionsystem. Itiseffec-
tive in dealing with high-
velocityaerial targets,” said the
Defence Secretary.

Production for the Akash
missile systemhas stabilised,

" withactive procurementcon-

tinuing for the Indian Armed Forces while orders

from foreign nations continue to grow.

Following Armenia as its launch customer,
India has expanded deliveries and exports of the
Akash system to Central Asian nations, includ-
ing Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.



