BANGKOK, Sept 28 (AP)

AN AIRSTRIKE carried out by
Myanmar’s military near a mar-
ket in territory controlled by a
powerful rebel group killed at
least 33 people and wounded 36
othersonMonday, the groupand
a rescue official said.

Theattackin western Rakhine
state was the latest in a series of
deadly airstrikes against pro-
democracyresistance forcesand
ethnic armed groups across the
country.

Myanmar has been in turmoil
since the military seized power
from the elected government of
Aung SanSuuKyi on February 1,
2021, triggering widespread
opposition. After security forces
suppressed peaceful protests
with lethal force, many oppo-
nents of military rule took up
armes, plunginglarge partsofthe
country into conflict.

Monday’s attack occurred in
Kyauktaw township, about 340

kilon«Cires westof Mandalay, the
country’s second-largest city,
according to the Arakan Army, a
powerful ethnic armed group
based in Rakhine which controls
Kyauktaw. It said a fighter jet
dropped two bombsnear alocal
market around noon, killing 33
people,including vendors, shop-
pers and pedestrians.

The group said 36 other peo-
ple were injured and warned that
the death toll could rise.

Wai Hun Aung, a senior res-
cue official in Rakhine, confirmed
the casualties to ‘The Associated
Press’, citing rescue workers at
the scene. He said the market
was the region’s main wholesale
centre, drawing traders and
shoppers from across the State.

“This isone of the mostsevere
airstrikes in Rakhine,” he said.

Photos and videos posted on
social media showed buildings
on fire, damaged vehicles and
parts of a nearby bridge
destroyed.

The military did not immedi-
ately comment on the attack. It
haspreviously said it strikes only
legitimate military targets and
has accused resistance groups
of terrorism.

The Arakan Army is the well-
trained and well-armed military
wing of a movement seeking
autonomy for Rakhine’s ethnic
minority from Myanmar’s
Central Government. Itlaunched
an offensive in Rakhine in
November 2023 and has since
captured a strategically impor-
tantregionalmilitary headquar-
tersand 14 ofthe State’s 17 town-
ships.

The military has imposed
severe restrictions on trade
routes since fighting intensified
in Rakhine, worsening food

shortages.
In December, a military
airstrike onahospital in Rakhine’s

Mrauk-U township killed at
least 34 people and wounded 80
others.
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DRDO, CSIR to develop.-iightweight

bulletproof glass for armoured vehicles

KOLKATA, Sept 28 (PTI)

THE Defence Research and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO) has joined hands with
CSIR-Central Glass and Ceramic
ResearchInstitute (CSIR-CGCRI)
as technology partner for a Rs
50-crore project to develop
indigenousadvanced lightweight
bulletproof glass for armoured
vehicles,

The four-year project, being
executed with DRDO laborato-
riesincludingthe Naval Materials
Research Laboratory (NMRL) in
Maharashtra and TBRL in
Chandigarh, is at an advanced
stage and seeks to take the tech-
nology from laboratory devel-
opment tolarge-scalemanufac-
turing with an industry partner
to be selected by DRDO,

The technology is aimed at

replacing imported transparent
armour while reducing its
weight and thickness by up to
50 per cent.

“The Rs 50-crore project is
aimed at developing advanced
indigenous bulletproof glass
technology for defence applica-
tions and aligns our R&D capa-

bilities directly with national
strategic requirements,” CSIR-
CGCRI Director Bikramjit Basu
told PTI.

The project is focused on
developing advanced transpar-
ent glass-ceramics that can pro-
vide multi-shot ballistic protec-
tion while being substantially

lighter and thinner than con-
ventional transparent armour
used in armoured vehicles, the
Kolkata-based  government
research lab officials said.

“The primary objective is to
deliver robust multi-shot ballis-
tic protection capable of with-
standing direct AK-47 rifle fire
fromadistance of 100 metres with
adefinedvelocity as per the stan-
dard test methods for BISVand
VI,” said Atiar Rahaman Malla,
Scientist-F  Specialty Glass
Division, CSIR-CGCRI and proj-
ect leader.

“Crucially, our technology
aims to achieve a 30-50 per cent
reduction in both weight and
thickness compared to conven-
tional imported options, which
willsignificantly enhance vehic-
ularmobility and payload capac-
ity,” he said.




" El Nino threatens Rabi
crops, says Agri Secy

NEW DELHI, Sept 28 (PTI) \ e

THE upcoming rabi (winter) crop sea- |
son is likely to be challenging for rain-
fed areas due to the El Nino weather pat-
tern, and foodgrain production could
be affected, Agriculture Secretary Atish
Chandra said on Monday, highlighting
that the challenges of climate change
have become a reality. Atish Chandra

Addressing a two-day national con-
ference on preparedness for the rabi crop season, Chandra
said the kharif crop season was also very challenging, par-
ticularly in rainfed areas. Several States struggled first to
achieve crop coverage and later to ensure that the crops
survived.

“We are seeing that in the coming season, production is
likely to be affected to a large extent. And the rabi season
will also be challenging for the rainfed areas,” he said.




India, UAE agree on timely imp!cientation of local
currency settlement, paywent system integration

MUMBALI, Sept 28 (PTI)

INDIA and the UAE on Monday
agreed to take steps for the time-
ly implementation of initiatives
relating to settlement of trade in
local currency, integration of pay-
mentand messagingsystems, and
central-bank digital
currencies. These issuesare impor-
tant as they have the potential to
make bilateral trade and invest-
ment more efficient, accessible
and resilient, the Commerce and
Industry  Ministry said in
a statement.

The matters came up for dis-
cussion during the 14th meeting
of the India-UAE High Level Joint
Task Force on Investments (HLJ T-
FI) here.The task force was set up

The bilateral trade
has reached
USD 101.25 bn in
2025-26. The non-oil
trade touched
USD 76.2 bn last year

in 2013 to promote trade, invest-
ment and economic ties. It acts as
aforum to resolve issues faced by
investors of the two countries.

It was co-chaired by Commerce

and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
and Managing Director of Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority
(ADIA) Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan. “The co-chairs
reviewed the progress made by the
central banksof the UAEand India
oninitiatives relating tolocal- cur-
rency settlement, the integration
of payment and messaging sys-
tems, and central-bankdigital cur-
rencies. Itwasnoted thatthese ini-
tiatives have the potential tomake
bilateral trade and investment
more efficient, accessible and
resilient. The two sides agreed to
take steps towork together to sup-
porttheirtimelyimplementation,”
it said.The areas where two-way
investment flowscanbe enhanced
include energy, industry, logistics,

infrastructure, technologyandarti-
ficialintelligence, space, food secu-
rity, agricultural innovation and
the startup ecosystem.

“Civil aviation cooperation
between Abu Dhabiand Indiawas
alsodiscussed at the meeting, with
the aim of enhancing air connec-
tivity to support the broader eco-
nomicrelationship,” itsaid,adding
investment opportunities and col-
laboration in developing an avia-
tion and logistics hub in Dholera
(Gujarat) were also explored.

The bilateral trade has reached
USD 101.25billionin2025-26.The
non-oil trade touched USD 76.2bil-
lionlastyear. The twonations have
implemented a Comprehensive
EconomicPartnership Agreement
(CEPA) in May 2022.



Iran offers to reoper strait of Hormuz
on sixth day of r:-oposed 7-day plan

WASHINGTON, Sept 28 (IANS)

IRAN has offered to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz on the sixth
day of a proposed seven-day
plan and resume nuclear nego-
tiations with the United States
on theseventh,butWashington
rejected the proposal because
it demanded sanctions relief
and access to frozen assets at
the outset.

Iranian Foreign Minister

Abbas Araghchi said Tehran
would open the vital shipping
passageifthe United Statesend-
ed the conflict, removed its
blockade, released Iranian
assets and allowed the country
to sell oil.

“Our proposal is very clear.
We are ready to open the Strait
if certain thingsare done by the
US,” Araghchitold NBC's “Meet
the Press” on Sunday.

“We want our moneys, our

assets, whichareillegally frozen,
to be released. We want, you
know, to be able to sell our oil,”
he said. f

Araghchi said the steps |
sought by Iran could be com-
pleted within four or five days.

“Ifthey want—iftheyareseri-
ous that they want a deal to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz,
now there is the possibility,” he
said. “We have offered this sev-
en-day plan.”




US-China tariff
plan covers
$30 bn each way

WASHINGTOL, Segt 28 (IANS)

THE United States and China
have approved lists of goods
worth roughly $30 billion on each
side for possible tariff cuts,
accordingtodocumentsreleased
after President Xi Jinping'’s visit
to Washington. The lower tariffs
have yet to take effect.

US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greersaid the proposed
treatment could improve access
to China for American agricul-
tural products, medical devices.

On US side, the published list
includes household goods, toys
and other consumer products
imported from China. “Asadirect
result of the strong relationship
between President Trump and
President Xi, the US and China,
under the auspices of the new
Board of Trade, have recom-
mended $30 billion of trade in
non-sensitive goods on each side.




Washington: MAGA supre-
mo Donald Trump has spent
much of his presidency tel-
ling allies and partners, in-
American weapons. At his
meeting with Xi Jinping,
America’stoparmssalesman
apparently decided to extend
thesame customer-serviceof-
fer to Washington’s princi
military rival, China.

In a significant disclosure,
the fallout of which American
mandarins are scrambling to
contain, US ambassador to
China David Perdue hasrevea-
led that President Trump offe-
red to sellarms to China, since
Washington sold weapons to
many other countries around
the world. “He actually asked
President Xi, would he like to
buy some, at one point,” the

ting that “US law prohibits
arms sales to China and there
is no offer or plan to sell arms
to China.” The White House
likewise said there were no
plans for such a sale, but the
clanger rippled across the di-

world  despite

plomatic
Trump's reputation as a mave- Taipe

rick who adopts unorthodox
ways and meansof diplomacy.

Trump asked Xiif he
buy American arn

| State Dept Deny

L LA

Countries from Japan to Aus to India would be affected by any policy pivot that
mltslnmsdestoCMna.thsﬂBmwﬁahﬂ!highlnmn
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Perdue himself reeled
back from the implication that
Trump is ready to throw Tai-
wan under the Chinese bus.

“president Trump has al-
ready sold 50% more arms to
Taiwan than any other presi-
dent since 1979, and so I don't

accept the premise that he's Trump's

not doing all that we should be
doing for Taiwan,” hesaid ina
follow-up post on X. Four Re-

publicansenatorslastweekse-  gic

urged theadministra-

tion to uphold US defence com-
mitments to Taiwan.

Countries from Japan to

Australia to India would be af-

fected by any policy pivot that

results in arms sales to China,

pro- - but the stakes are particularly

high in Taiwan. Xi's Washing-
ton visit came as Beijing was
Trump to halt arms

among
ton's China hawks about whet-
her Taiwan's security can be-

come a bargaining chip in a
Trump-Xi transaction.
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Any Such Plan !

anti-submarine torpedoes and

hip after the 1989 crackdown..  :

Perdue himself isfarfrom :
a China hawk. Before politics :
and diplomacy, he was a cor- :

porate executive steeped in :
in and sour- :
He worked in
Singapore and Hong Kong !
and ran Asian operations for :
sara Lee, sourcing from Chi-
na and Hong Kong, before se-
nior roles at Haggar and Ree-
bok, which sourcedall its pro-

man’
cing from Asia.

duction from Asia.

The larger question, tho-
ugh, iswhether theepisodere- :

deals, leverage, money and
personal

sup

of ¥

ps. Many :

experts have warned that tre- :
ating alliances and strategic
commitments as negotiable :
assetsrisksmakinglongsstan- :
ding friends wonder whether :

_ thelr security ultimately has :

a price. Such concern is espe-

. cially relevant for India, ac- :

cording to officials who spoke

on

background. If arms to :

mercial proposition, however
casually America’s willing

ness to supply
other countries
Pakistan,

Islamabad dee :
ngly be :
sactio- :

weapons to
_ including !
should washing- :
ton’s currently warmingrela- :



“No stay on MDR but
under what Iaw

Govt: Won't Get
A Penny, It's Just
A Service Charge

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
Monday asked the Centre, RBI
and National Payments Cor-
poration of India (NPCI) to ex-
plain under which provision
of law the merchant discount
rate (MDR) on UPI transac-
tions was imposed, even tho-
ugh it refused to stay its imple-
mentation from Oct15.
“Isitatax orafee? If itis
not a tax or a fee, then what is
the executive scope of ma-
king this expropriation on
transactions? What is the
character of this expropria-
tion?” asked a bench of CJI
Surya Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V Mohana
whilehearingaPILthatargu-
edthatl\chhargesonUPl

-----------------------
....................................................................................

©d from MDR, while from
within the balance 4%, essen-
tial services will attract a flat
charge of Rs 5. For the rest,
transactions above Rs 75,000
will attract a maximum MDR
of Rs 300. Justice Bagchi as-
ked, “What is this service
charge? Please file an affida-
vit and explam. It cannot be
through executivefiat.”
Explaining the operation
-of credit and debit cards, the
q1;'mal:lewe:sorsi:ut’th;ef.lP'Im:mde
of transferring money, and
the service charge attached

A PIL argued that MDR s
on UPI transactions would make to such transactions because

of the involvement of banks

people revert to cash dealings
' - and the aggregator, Venkat-

which would encourageaccu-
mulation of black money.
Additional solicitor gene-
ral N Venkataraman (ASG)
said MDR is not a tax or a fee,
nor an expropriation as govt
will not get even a paisa from
it. It isakin toservice charges
levied by banks on transac-
tions done earlier through
creditand debit cards, though
MDR’s scope is much more
restricted. Hesaid that 96 % of

raman said there is no diffe-
rence between UPI and the
previous system, and it invol-
ves a service charge payable
to banks and aggregator
NPCI, which facilitates the
transactions. “Govt does not
takearupeefrom it,” hesaid.

Justice Bagchi said,
“When it is a charge in terms
of provisions of the Income
Tax Act, on whose hand is it
anincome?” Venkatramansa-
id theprovision of theIncome

---------------------------------------------

asks

s it |mposed

Tax Actcitedby thecourtisz,
enabling provision thc—- &
cognises UPI money :
as a valid msacti{)n, ,";.',-_. é
hingmore, nothingless. :

When the bench zskeq |
who takes the MDR zmounz,
the Centre said it will b the
banks and the aggreg:: 3,, |
likefor creditordebitcaris It
has nothing to dowithl=was
it is purely an adminisirative

.mechanism, the ASGszid.

CJI Kant said, “Tt appears
more technical than law [t wo-
uld be better if the govi, RBI
and NPCI file their aTidavits

ining the enfire issue.”
Referring to full-page advert-
sements in Monday newspa-
pers explaining the MDR, the
CJ1 said, “We have read your
advance arguments in the
newspapers. Yet, you fileade-
tailed affidavit.” The petitio-
ner’s counsel sought a stay on
the imposition of MDR, a plea
Venkatraman opposed, saying
it will come into foree on Oct
15. The bench brushed aside
the plea for a stay and asked
the Centre, RBland NPCI to {i-
le affidavits mfourwee}.s.



