India will take all measures to cnsure
energy security of its 1.4 ki people: MEA

NEW DELHI, Sept 17 (PTI)

INDIA on Thursday said it will
takeallnecessary stepsto pro-
tectits economic interests and
ensureenergy securityafter the
US House of Representatives
cleared a bill that will allow US
President Donald Trump to
impose punitive tariffs of up
to 100 per cent on countries
such as India and China for
procuring Russian crude oil.
The US House of
Representatives passed the
LindseyOGraham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act 2026 that
authorises Trump to impose
sanctions on Russia and steep
tariffs on its leading trading
partners. In its reaction, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said Indiaremains “firm-
ly committed” to ensuring the
energy security of its 1.4 bil-
lion people and will take all
“necessary measures’ to pro-

tect its tr.de and economi
interests. Ity "id the Indiar «de

is monitoring further devel-
opments in the matter follow-
ing the passage of the Act in
the US Congress.

Russia has been a leading
source for India’s energy secu-
rity requirements. India’s pro-
curement of Russian crude oil

has gone upsignificantly in the
last few years.

“As stated on several earlier
occasions, Indiaremains firm-
lycommitted toensuringener-
gy security for its 1.4 billion
people,” it said.

US House nod for bill; trading
partners India, China on target

WASHINGTON, Sept 17 (PTI)

THE US House of
Representatives passed a bill
that would authorise

President Donald Trump to
impose sanctions on Russia
and steep tariffs on its trad-
ing partners in oil and gas,
including India and China.
The Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act0f2026, passed by the US
Senate last month, was
approved by the House in a

262-159 vote on Wednesday
evening and will now go to
Trump tobesigned into alaw.
Besides 203 Republicans,
58 Democrats and one
Independent voted in favour
of the legislation. Seven
Republicans and 152

Democrats opposed it.
Democratic opposition
largely centered around the
tariff authorities provided to
Trump.The billis named after
Senator LindseyGraham, the
(Contd on page 5)
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China opposes US sanctions hill, says
will not accept ‘long-3rm jurisdiction’

BEIING, Sept 17 (PT])

CHINA on Thursday rejected the
US “long-arm jurisdiction” to
impose tariffs on purchases of
Russian oil and gas, sayingitsnor-
mal trade and economic cooper-
ationwith othercountriesshould
not be subject to interference or
coercion by third parties.

The us House of
Representatives passed the
Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act 2026 that
authorises Trump to imposesanc-
tions on Russia and steep tariffs
on its leading trading partners
such as India and China.

Asked about the bill, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
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Guo Jiakun told a media briefing
here that China opposes any
action that lacks UN Security
Council authorisation.

“China consistently opposes
long-arm jurisdiction that lacks
a basis in international law and
is not authorised by the United

Nations Security Council,” Guo
said. Hesaid thatChinahasalways
carried outnormal economicand
trade cooperation with countries
around the world based onequal-
ity and mutual benefit.

“Such cooperation neither tar-
gets any third party norissubject
to interference or coercion from
any third party”, he said.

Beijinghasrepeatedly opposed
unilateral sanctions. Italso defied
US sanctions against buying oil
from Iran.

China, along with India, isone
ofthe largest buyers ofoiland gas
from Russia. Much of China’s

imports are transported
through pipelines crossingitsland
border.



Defying US: Canada eady 1 hecome E member

STRASBOURG (Framce), Sepl 17 (AF)

CANADIAN Prime Minister Mark
Carney on Thursday welcomed
aproposalfor Canada tobecome
the European Union's first asso-
ciatemember,butsaid hedid not
mean for a closer alliance to cre-
ate a new bloc that would rival
the world's great powers.

The remarks came after LIS
President Donald Trump sug-
gested the proposed arrange-
mentcould bea"hostileact” and
threatened heavy tariffs on
Europe if he judged its inten-
tions to be unfriendly. Trump
also called theidea “laughable,”

“We welcome this ambition,”
Carney told the European
Parliament of  European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leven's proposal,

unveiled Wednesday,

Cameysaid plainly what he was
proposing: deeper Canada-
Europeintegration across trade,
defence, eritical minerals, artifi-
cial intelligence, energy, space,
research and financial services
to make both sides less vulner-
able to economic and geopolit-
ical pressure.

Canadian PM Carney
giving speech at EU.

“Tamnot proposingathird bloc
inorderto become a great-pow-
er rival -- only with better man-
ners,” he said. "We do not seek
power to dominate others”
Carney said the goal instead
is to build Canada’s resilience so
that no country can control its
markets, undermine its sover-
eignty or dictate its choices.

Ganada’s been terrible partner; will
put heavy tariffs on Europe: Trump

WASHINGTON, Sepl 17 (IANS)

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
threatened heavy tariffs or
restrictions on trade with
Furope if a  potential
Canada-European  Union
arrangement was directed
against American interests,
while expressing hope that the
war with Iran was nearing its
end.

Asked about Canada poten-
tially becoming an associate
memberof the European Union,
he criticised the country as a
trading partner and said he did

not see that prospect material-
ising.

“Canada’s been a terrible
trade partner. No, | don't see
that. If they do that, if 1 think
it's at all a hostile act, | will put
very serious tariffsorstop trad-
ing with Europe on many
things.”

Trump did not announce a
new tariff, specify which
European goods could face
restrictions or give a timetahle
for action. His remarks
described a possible response
to an arrangement raised in a
reporier’s question

He said his reaction would
depend onwhether Europe act-
edwith goodor bad intentions.
He did not explain what would
determine that judgement.

“So, if they do that, if Eurape
does that, with a bad intention
-- ifit's a good intention, that’s
fine -- if it's bad intention we'll
putvery heavy tariffs on Europe,
which is a possihility.”
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Houthjis, Saudis, Iran — and

mesofindia.com

this’ Red Sea threat matte :
rs,

puts Saud_i Arabia in a seriouléogctlill:es

and what it means for the Iran war: ’

What's The Latest Houthi

Offensive All About?

The offensive saw Houthis take over key
parts of Yemen's Red Sea coast. This
adds weight to the Houthi threat to ship-
ping in the vital sea lane. In fact, Hou-
this had earlier declared a blockade of

Saudi ships in the region. Now they can =~ =

seriously enforee this. Their mere pres-
ence along the coastline will make ship-
pers jittery and raise insurance costs,

Why Is This A Serious Headache?

With Strait of Hormuz effectively locked
up by Iran and US, Red Sea had emerged
as a vital alternative route, especially
for energy trade out of the region. Saudi
Arabia’s East-West pipeline was work-
ing at full capacity, transporting around
7 million barrels of oil daily across the
breadth of the peninsula to the Red Sea

port of Yanbu. This was a crucial lifeline-

for the global energy trade that had been
severely restricted following the out-
break of the Iran war in Feb.

' But that East-West pipeline was hit
by a drone attack last week — blamed
on Iran-backed Shia
militias in Iragq — to co-
incide with the Houthi

advance on the Red Sea coast. Both op-

erations seem to have been coordinated
to put the choke on Red Sea shipping,
which has to pass through the narrow
Bab el-Mandeb strait that Houthis can
now theoretically shut down.

Twh.e'nming'ofan'ﬂﬂsisnotammc’-'

gan, among Iran’s proxies in the region,
Houthis held back. But in July, follow-
ing the state funeral of Iran's former su-
preme leader Ali Khamenei, an Iranian

carrying the Houthi delegation
back to Yemen was threatened by Saudi

bombed the airport in th
Houhcontrolled Yemeni capial of
Sanaa, But that plane landed

Following the episode, Houthi rhet- .

oric against the Sat

Explains

So, Iran, through the Houthi action, -

....E..ll&fu‘ture of West A
V7

. the key development that may have
pushed Houthis into action could be
the American blockade of Iranian
ports and shipping in Persian Gulf.
By many estimates, that blockade ap-
pears to be working, and putting enor-
mous pressure on the Iranian economy.
Tehran is unable to push out its own
oil, the Iranian rial has tanked, and
Iranians have actually taken to saving
eges instead of hard cash. Plus, this is
a strategy that plays into America’s
strength — it can carry out a naval

blockade for a far longer

period than a continuous
kinetic war against Iran.

is sending the message that if oil can’t
pass through Hormuz, any alternative
routes, including through the Red Sea,
will also be shut, In short, the energy
trade in the region is handcuffed till
the war is resolved. 2 s

What Do Houthis Want? =

The Houthis’ main . grievance is
against the Saudis, whom they have
been fighting since 2015. But, of course,
as a member of Iran's so-called ‘Axis of
Resistance’, they are now being heavily
supported by Tehran in terms of mate-
rial and intelligence inputs. Especially
since the Gaza and Iran wars have seen

. Tehran’s two main proxies in Hezbol-

lah and Hamas take a huge battering,
8o, the Iranian Axis appears to be un-
dergoing a recalibration, with Houthis
and Iran-backed militias in Iraq taking

sian Oil'm

: 3 - - | -
File photo of Houthi supporters ;
demonstrating in Sanaa against restrictions
imposed by a Saudi-ted coalition on ¢
Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen

a more leading role among the proxies.
Ultimately Houthis want legitima- .
cy. Their attacks against Saudi Arabia
— they reportedly fired a drone at Mec-
ca earlier this week — raise their pro-
file. Their capture of the Red Sea coast
gives them international attention.
And these, in turn, see them emerge
as the primary force in Yemen, instead
of the internationally backed Yemeni
transition govt. Obviously, all of this
helps Iran. i

Why Are Saudis InA Jam? =
Because US has refused to directly
intervene against Houthis this time.
Wash.ingf.on is providing diplomatic
and advisory support to Riyadh, but
not much else. Saudis want missile
and drone interceptors. But US stocks
are running low, thanks to its war with
Iran, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman has similarly sought assis-
tance from Egypt and UK. But no one is
rushing military aid to Riyadh. Inter-
-estingly, even the recently inked Mecca
Pact between Saudi Arabia, Turkiye,
and Pakistan hasn't been activated.

What Are The Takeaways?

- First, Houthis prove Iran’s Axis of Re-

sistance is changing shape, with the
Yemini militia taking a leading role.
This has implications for both the Iran
war, and security in Red Sea and Horn
of Africa region. And second, alterna-
tive routes to Hormuz for energy tran:
sit, whether through sea or pipelines,
are also not fully secure. They can be
targeted by a host of Iran-backed mill
tias in the region. This puts West Asia’s
dominance in global energy supply U™
der a serious cloud, perhaps forcing the
international community to look for &
ternatives away from the region.
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{ erts them into finished me-
mory and storage products.
Mehrotra said its output was

: reaching ! ; -
: wide. Tata Electronics CEO
: and MD Randhir Thakur
: said the company’s Dholera
fabrication plant and Assam
¢ packaging facility remained
: onschedule to meet commit-
: mentsmadetogovt.

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Chipmakers in.
cluding Micron and Infineon
and Tata Electronics, which
is setting up two fab units,
Thursday outlined plans to
expand production, build fac-
tories and hire engineers, hi-
ghlighting how India’s semi-
conductor push is spreading
across manufacturing, sup-

pliersand research.

Months after starting op-

i erations, Micron Technology
i expects its Sanand assembly
: and testing plant to process
! hundredsof millionsof chips
I in 2027 , up from tens of mil-
: lions this year, chief execu-
: tive

Sanjay Mehrotra s:
“Potential doesnotshipprod-

! \icts.WhatlseeinIndiatoday
is execution,” he said.

customers world:

Tata has brought togeth-

: er over 450 ecosystem part-
: ners for the Dholera project,
: spanning
: equipment, chemicals and
¢ materials. It signed 16 agree-
: ments at the event to streng-
i thenpartnershipsacrossthe
semiconductor value chain,

construction,

Around 300 fresh gradu-

: ates from Indian universities
! are being trained at the Tai-
: wan fabof PSMC, Tata's tech-
: nology partner, Thakur said.

“The question of wheth-

i er we can make chips in In-
: dia has changed to how fast
i and how deep can we build
i the semiconductor ecosys-
I tem in India,” hesaid.

‘search

PM Modi receives a warm welcome during t

he inauguration of the

fifth edition of Semicon India 2026 in New Delhi Thursday

&5 billion in India through 2035

- @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: US chipmaking
. equipment maker Applied
n.  Materials plans to invest $5
billion in India through 2035,

including a proposed 140-
acre semiconductor re-
: park in Bengaluru,
expansion of its supplier
network and more than dou-

‘bling its R&D workforce.

The investment will ex-
pand theroleof itsIndiaoper-
ations from chip-equipment
design to developing comple-

te products for global custom-

ers. Applied Materials makes
equipment used to manufac-
ture semiconductors, rather
than the chips themselves. -
“Today, India is partici-
pating mostly in the design
part of the product life cycle.
Now wearetalkingabout the
product life cycle end to

end,” Prabu Raja, president

plans to invest

of Applied Materials’ semi-

~ conductor products group,

told TOL This would span in-
novation, design, develop-
ment, sourcing and custom-
ersupport,hesaid.

The proposed research
park near Bengaluru I '
national airport will bring
together laboratories, equip-
ment engineering and col-
laborative research, allow-
ing suppliers, customers
and universities to work
with Applied Materials on
product development. It will
include facilities for re-
search using 300mm silicon
wafers, which are used to
manufacture chips. :

“We can invent together
and develop a product togeth-
er. It’s all about speed today:.
India doesn’t have to take the
same amount of time that
other countries took (to devel-
op semiconductor capabili-
ties)," Raja said.

W

Infineon  Technologies
fh%%;’mhen Hanebeck said
Workgan company's India
O6E the had grown 28%

2,800 employees across

Hyoedabdd, Bengaluru and
Yderabad and works with

over 1,200 local customers.
“We expand our presence and
deepen customer relation-
ships. We see great potential
for India to strengthen its po-
sition across the global semi-
conductor value chain,” the
chief executivesaid.



