Pak naval ship collides with Indian Navy unit
after unprofessmnal unsaff manoeuvre

B Pakistan’s envoy was
summoned to the
MEA in New Delhi,
where the incident
was criticised

NEW DELHI, Sept 16 (LANS)

INDIA on Wednesday lodged a
strong protest with the Charge
d’Affaires of the Pakistan High
Commission after a Pakistani
naval ship’s action at sea led to
a collision with an Indian Navy
unit, with the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) terming
the action “unprofessional and
unacceptable”.

Accordingto sources, theinci-
dent took place on the evening
ofSeptember 15 whenaPakistan
Naval Ship closed a frontline

Indian Naval unit on a routine
surveillance missionin the North
Arabian Sea at high speed,
manoeuvring in an “unprofes-
sionaland unsafe manner”, lead-
ing to the collision. No damage
hasbeenreportedintheincident.

Pakistan’s envoy was sum-
moned to the Ministry of External

Representational pic

Affairs (MEA) in New Delhi,
where theincident was criticised,

In a statement, the MEA said,
“The Charge d'Affaires of the
High Commissionforthelslamic
Republic of Pakistanin New Delhi
was summoned to the Ministry
of External Affairs today and a
strong protest was lodged with

him over the unacceptable and
unprofessional conduct of
Pakistani naval units at sea that
led to a collision with a unit of
the Indian Navy."

The MEA said the incident,
which took place ininternational
waters, did not cause any major
damage, but the Pakistani naval
ship’sconductwasindirectcon-
travention of Article 10 of the
Agreement between India and
Pakistan on Advance Notice on
Military Exercises, Manoeuvres
and Troops Movements of April
1991.

According to the Ministry, the
Charged'Affaires of Pakistan was
asked toconveyto theconcerned
Pakistani authorities that all mil-
itary units should exercise due
care and respect the provisions

(Contd on page 3)



Ghina opens USD 10.75 bn canal to
boost southwest trads with ASEAN

H By KJ M Varma
BEIJTING, Sept 16 (PTI)

CHINA on Wednesday opened
the USD 10.75 Pinglu Canal, cre-
atinganew maritimegateway for
the country’s southwestern hin-
terland and providing a shorter
route to deepen trade with
Southeast Asia particularly with
ASEAN region.

The canal forms part of the
New International Land-Sea
Trade Corridor, a strategic route
linking China’s inland provinces
with ASEAN and other global
markets. It is also the first river-
to-sea canal project planned and
coordinated at the national lev-
el since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in
1949. The waterway is particu-
larlysignificant for southwestern
China, which has historically
lagged behind the more pros-
perous eastern coastal regions
and faced higher costs in trans-

porting goods to seaports.

Coal, ore, grain, new-energy
materials and automobile parts
from the region will now have a
more direct route to international
markets, state-run‘Xinhua' news
agency reported.

China’s trade with ASEAN sur-
passed USD one trillion for the
first time last year.

In the first seven months of
2026, bilateral trade reached USD

744 41 billion, up 24.7 per cent
year on year and accounting for
21.8 per cent of China'’s total for-
eign trade during the period.
Designed to accommodate
vesselsof up to 5,000 tonnes, the
canal cuts more than 560 km
from the inland waterway jour-
ney between southwest China
and the sea compared with tra-
ditional routes through ports in
Guangdong Province.



Bharat Forge, US’ Pratt &
Whitney to develo.g HALE UAV

NEW DELHI, Sept 16 (PTI)

AN INDIAN firm and an
American defence major on
Tuesday announced that they
willwork together tosupport the
development of India’s high-alti-
tude, long-endurance (HALE)
unmanned aerial vehicle.

In a statement, Bharat Forge
and Pratt&WhitneyCanada said
they will evaluate the integra-
tion of advanced turboprop
engines into a HALE unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV), being
designed and developed under
a programme by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).

Pratt & Whitney is a business
of US-based RTX. The collabo-
ration supports India’s indige-
nous unmanned aerial systems
efforts under the government’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

HALE UAVs provide long-
endurance surveillance, intelli-

"

gence and reconnaissance across
land and maritime domains.
“Pratt & Whitney Canada will
evaluate engine compatibility,
performance and installation
requirements. Bharat Forge will
lead engine-airframeintegration,
includinginstallation designand
systems interfaces, drawing on
its advanced engineering, man-
ufacturing and aerospace sys-
tems capabilities,” the statement
said. “Bharat Forge Aerospace
business is proud to collaborate
with Pratt & Whitney Canada to
advancelndia’sindigenous aero-
space and defence manufactur-
ing capabilities,” Amit Kalyani,

Vice Chairman and Joint
Managing Director, Bharat Forge
Ltd., was quoted as saying in the
statement. “By combining Pratt
& Whitney’s globally proven
propulsion technologies with
Bharat Forge's engineering and
systems integration expertise, we
aim to support development of
aworld-class HALE platform that
strengthens India’s strategicself-
reliance and defense prepared-
ness,” he said.

This collaboration with Bharat
Forge reflects our continued
commitment to supporting
India’s aerospace and defence
ambitions, said Ashish Saraf,Vice
President and Country Head,
Pratt & Whitney.

“Pratt &Whitney Canada’s tur-
boprop engines have a proven
legacy of reliability in demand-
ing operational environments,
which is exactly what’s needed
for India’s HALE programme,”
he said.



Pentagon report reveals hidden

‘Operation Epic Fu
Em Raighatta | [

Washington: The war that
was supposed to lose inda-

s, if not hours, has now lasted
ore than six months and is

- A photo oblained by CBS News from
plane damaged by Iranian strikes at Prince Sultan AF8, 53

anonymous on-field

rulsm_u_s.a He,
Arabla.

nel. They show Iran’s missile | 5

and drone campaign inflicted
considerably moredamage on
US forces across West Asia
:’n.n had been publicly ack-

sustain global operations. The
1G now provides the missing
chapter: the war did not merely
consume ammunition; it pro-
duced what the report calls

months of American military
power has not prevented Iran
from continuing to contest
Hormuz — or its Houtht allies

The emerging picture is neit-
her the collapse of US military
power, but nor is it the cost-free
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the European Union’s first
associate member, as US Pre-
- sident Donald Trump’s ta-
:_ riffsand threatspushed Otta-
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India rejects illegal
Pak-China border

Times News NETWORK

' New Delhi: Govtrejected Pa-

kistan’s announcement Wed-
nesday about the operationa-
lisation of a Pakistan-China
Boundary Joint Commis-
sion, saying there is no boun-
dary between China and Pa-

kistan and asking Islamabad

to vacate areas under its for-
cible occupation instead of
indulging in theatrics.

The ministry of external
affairs said the Union terri-
tories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh have been, are

and will always remain inte-

graland inalienable parts of
India. Pakistan has no locus
standi to enter into arrange-
ments concerning Indian
territory under itsillegal oc-
cupation, itsaid.

Pakistan had said earlier
in the day that the commis-
sion would set the stage for
enhanced cooperation in bor-
der management, joint bor-
der surveys, trade flows and
people-to-people connectivity.

The development comes days
after PM Narendra Modi’s bi-
lateral meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

India underlined that it
had never recognised the
‘China-Pakistan Boundary
Agreement’ of 1963 and con-

- sistently maintained that it

was invalid. “We have seen
reports in this regard. Our
position onthismatteriscle-

' ar and consistent. There is

no boundary between Pakis-
tan and China. We reject the
so-called Joint Commission,
which is without any legal
basis,” said MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal.

The ministry said India
opposed any attempts to alter
thestatus of occupied territo-

riesor legitimise illegal occu-
~ pation. “Any so-called boun-

dary cooperation between
China and Pakistan concer-
ning Indian territories would
be completely unacceptable
and have no bearing whatsoe-
ver on India’s sovereignty
overtheseterritories,” itsaid.



Clean energy met /%
power demand rise

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s clean-
: energy expansion kept car-

: bon dioxide emissions from

¢ the power sector flat across
: the country between the
: firsthalves of 2024 and 2026,
: while coal-fired generation
: recorded no growth over a
: two-year period for the first
: time in more than 50 years,

: according to an analysis

: published by UK-based Car-
: bonBrief on Thursday.

:  Centre for Research on
: Energy and Clean Air

¢ (CREA) analysis, conducted gest decline in fossil-fuel ge-

: for Carbon Brief, said clean

: energy met theentire 7% in-

: creaseinelectricity demand
: overthetwoyears,adding 63

: terawatt hours, equivalent

: to Switzerland’s total de-
: mand. India added 77 giga-
; watts of solar capacity,
: wmchmetﬁt)% of theoverall

of the Hormuz crisis. Emis-
sions from oil and gas fell 7%
year-on-year, extending a de-
cline that began in 2025 despi-
te increased demand for road
transport fuels.

However, India’s overall
emissions rose 3.7% year-on-
year in the first half of 2026
because of increases in steel,
cement and other sectors.
Emissions from the carbon-
intensive steel and cement in-
dustries grew 8% year-on-ye-
ar, accounting for 23% of In-
dia’s total CO2  emissions du-
ringtheperiod. '
Gujarat recorded the lar-*

neration and the biggest ex-

‘pansion in clean power. Ra-
' jasthanand'l‘amﬂNadupos-

ted the next-largest hikes in
clean-power and reduced
fossil-fuel generation.

The report said sustai-
ningtheclean-energy expan-
sion would require upgrades
to the electricity grid and

_gmaterﬂenbmtym coalpo-




No Loss Of Life,
But Houses
Damaged

Prabin.Kalita@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: A Naga village
in Kuki-majority Kangpokpi
came under a night-long
militant attack with heavy
gunfire Wednesday, leaving
twohousesburned down and
several moredamaged.
Hours later, indicating
Manipur’s ethnic conflict
had been burning through
more than homes and lives,
CM Yumnam Khemchand
Singh said that the state lost
over Rs1,200 crore in GST re-
venue between 2023 and 2026.
Chawangkining came
under seven hours of firing,
with the village authority 1a-
ter alleging that Kuki armed
groups were behind the at-
tack. No casualties were re-
ported. Liangmai Naga Co-
uncil of Manipur condem-
nedthefiringand alleged Ku-
kimilitantsoperatingfroma
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designated ceasefire camp at
Songtung were responsible.
The attack came after six
Kuki-Zo civilians died in Ta-
menglong, Noney and adjoi-
ning areas Sunday and Tues-
day, sharpening tensions bet-
ween Kuki and Naga groups.
Manipur’s ethnic conflict
erupted on May 3, 2023, betwe-
en Meiteis in Imphal valley
and Kuki tribes in surroun-
ding hill districts. Recent con-
frontations involving Kuki
and Nagagroups opened anot-
her volatile front. More than
300 people have been killed
over the past threeyears.
deepened. CM Singh, who al-

so holds the finance portfolio,

said in Imphal, the prolonged
conflict had cost the state mo-
re than Rs 1,200 crore in GST
revenue in three years.

Govt data placed before
the state assembly last week
showed outstanding liabiliti-
es rose nearly 54% between
2021-22 and 2025-26, while to-

‘tal interest payments clim-

bed 71%. Interest on internal
debt rose about 90% during
the period and accounted for
nearly 90% of Manipur’s to-
tal interest bill in 2025-26.
Market borrowings emerged

- asthemaindriver of internal

debt, accounting for nearly
95% in 2025-26, up from aro-
und 84% five yearsearlier.

Debt growth accelerated

Dines

g gunfire

after 2022-23 — about 10% i :
202324, 10.5% in 202425 and :
13% in 2025-28, the highestan- :
nualincreasesince2021-22.  :

Loansand advancesfrom :
Union govt increased more :
than six-fold over five years. :
Ways and Means Advances :
from RBI and special securi- :
ties issued to National Small :
Savings Fund declined, whi- :
le loans from financial insti- :
tutions more than halved. -

For 2026-27, govt has ma- :
de a budgetary provision for
debt servicingmore than6% :
higher than reviseéd interest :
liability for 2025-26, signal- :
ling that servicing accumu- :
lated debt will remain a ma- :
jorrecurringcommitment.

Singh appealed to social :
organisationstoshun bandhs :
and blockades, saying such :

actionshad hiteconomicacti- :

vity and development. Hecal- :

led for collective effortsto cre-

ate an environment conduci-
ve toeconomicrecovery. :

Earlier this week, Singh ;
called the violence thatbegan :
in 2023 “most unfortunate”, :
saying the ethnic fault lines
need bridges, not barricades.



