‘Ukraine will halt strikes if Russia
spares critical infrastructure’

KYIV, Sept 14 (AP)

PRESIDENT Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said on Monday that
Ukraineisready to haltits strikes
on Russian territory if allies can
secure a genuine Russian com-
mitmentnottohit Ukraine’s crit-
ical infrastructure.

His comments came after US
President Donald Trump claimed
inasocialmediapost that Russia
and Ukraine had agreed “not to
hit" each other’s energy infra-
structure, though Trump did not
offer further details on the pur-
ported agreement.

Russia did not immediately
comment on Trump’s claim.
Previous efforts to broker even a
partial ceasefire have repeated-
Iyfallen apart within hours, with
both sides accusing each other
ofviolations. Trump did not offer
further details about the agree-
ment butitcomes aday after the
USpresidentcalledon Zelenskyy
to stop targeting Russian oil
refineries and other infrastruc-
ture used to produce and dis-
tribute diesel, claiming the
attacksarecausingaglobalshort-
age. Diesel prices havesurgedin
the US, and high fuel costs asso-
ciated with the Iran war have
becomeamajorissue for Trump's

party in upcoming congression-
al elections.

Trump also claimed that the
rise in the price of global diesel
fuel “is mostly caused by the
Russian/Ukraine war” and not
Iran. But restricted shipments
caused by the slowdown of oil
flowing through the Strait of
Hormuz and damaged refining

S R j.fj
systems in Russia are causing
strains in the energy market.

In his post, Zelenskyy said
Ukraine has proposed that
partners help secure an agree-
mentwith Russia for a ceasefire.
It's not the first time Kyiv has
floated the idea.

“Every day, Ukrainian energy
facilities, port infrastructure,
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logistics, even food and phar-
maceutical warehousesbecome
targets,” he said. “The war must
be ended. And a de-escalation
step regarding critical infra-
structure could be a first step
toward peace.”

Zelenskyy said he "expects
concrete proposals from our
partners.”



Iran war exposed US weapons snortfall,
damaged bases across M-t, says report

WASHINGTON, Sept 15 (AP)

A US Government watchdog
released its first report on the
impact of the Iran war on
Monday, acknowledging the
military’s advanced weapons
shortfalls and offering the first
public look at the damage to
American aircraft, bases and
diplomatic outposts in the
Middle East.

Much of the information has
been previously reported over
the past six months, but the
Pentagon Inspector General’s
reportoffered the fullest official
accountingso far of the conflict’s
costsin Americanlives, taxpayer
dollars and physical damage. It
included information from the
watchdogs for the Defence and
Statedepartmentsaswellasthe

Iraniar <.uikes
damaged, destroyed
hundreds of buildings
and other structures
at US bases in
Kuwait, Bahrain,
Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Oman
and Jordan. Dozens
of American aircraft
and drones also
were destroyed

US Agency for International
Development.
Thereport,whosepublication

was firstreported by NBC News,
noted that the USwar with Iran
“hasresulted in strategicinven-
tory shortfalls and revealed
industrial base bottlenecks for
munitions resupply” in regard
to advanced weapons.

Experts have previously said
it will take about three years for
military contractors to replen-
ish advanced missiles and
defensive missile interceptors
to prewar levels.

Thereport,which covers April
1 to June 30, also acknowledged
that Iranian strikes damaged
and destroyed hundreds of
buildings and other structures
at US bases in Kuwait, Bahrain,
Qatar, the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Iraq, Oman and Jordan. Dozens
of Americanaircraftand drones
alsowere destroyed or damaged.




Volker Tiirk

UN rights chief urges urge

GEMEVA, Sept 15 (AND)

UNITED Nations High
Commissioner forHuman Rights
Volker Tiirk hascalled for urgent
global governance of advanced
artificial intelligence, warning
that the rapid development of
increasingly capable Al systems
is putting human rights, critical
infrastructure and democratic
institutions at growing risk.

In a statement issued on
Monday, titled "To protect
human rights now and into the

future, wemustgovern Alurgent-
Iy, Tiirk said the world is at a
“watershed moment” as
panies and researchers advance
Al at “dizeying speed”, with
investments in Al and its under-
lving infrastructure breaking
records.

Tiirk also acknowledged the
potential of Al to contribute to
human progress, saying billions
of people already benefit from
the technology through scien-
tific discovery, access o infor-
mation across languages and

enhans  agricultural produc-
i nwever, he said the extent
.o which Al can help tackle the
climate ¢risis, improve health
n, strengthen pub-
lic servicesand enhance human
well-heing will depend on choic-
es being made now about how
the technology is designed,
deploved and governed,

The UN rights chief said Al-
related harms arealready oceur-
ring, pointing to documented
discrimination, automation of
essential services that can leave
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marginalised people further
behind, and the erosion of pri-
vacy through growing data
demands and increasingly pow-
erful surveillance tools.

“Al harms are not hypotheti-
cal - they are already occurring,
front and centre,” Ttirk said.

He also warned that Al-pow-
ered disinformation campaigns
are distorting public debate,
undermining social cohesion
and straining democratic insti-
tutions, Tiirk said theemergence
ofinereasinglycapable Al agents

.« Slobal Al governance

has raised the risks further
hecause suchsystems can frans-
late goals into action, carry out
complex workflows and operate
withlimited or no human super-
vision.

According to Tiirk, recent
events haveshownthatadvanced
systems can produce behaviour
outside their intended opera-
tional parameters, circumvent,
safeguards, practice deception
and pursue objectives in
ways their developers did not
anticipate,




DRONATHON 2026

IAF demonstrates
‘Vayu UTtaM’ syster:i

NEW DELHI, Sept 15 (PTI)

‘VAYU UTtaM', an indigenous-
ly developed multi-mode sys-
tem designed to facilitate coor-
dinated managementofdrones
in increasingly congested air-
space while also supporting
identification of rogue drones,
was demonstrated at an IAF-
hosted event in Rajasthan’s
Pokhranrange on Monday;, offi-
cials said.

The ‘Unmanned Traffic
Management’ system is
ground-based and has poten-
tial applications beyond the
military domain, including in
areas related to airspace safe-
ty, critical infrastructure, civil
aviationand publicsafety, they
said.

The event-- ‘Dronathon
2026’-- being hosted from
September 14-16 at the
Pokhran range in Jaisalmer
seeks to offer domestic manu-
facturers an opportunity to
exhibit their capabilities and
advancements in unmanned
aerial systems (UAS) and count-
er-UAS. It is designed to help
stakeholders towitnessemerg-
ing drone and counter-drone
technologies along with their
operations’ demonstration,
officials said.

On the opening day, the IAF
successfully demonstrated a
key capability of *'Vayu UTtaM,
its indigenously developed

designed for drsnes

multi-mode UTM system, the
defence ministry said.

“With the increasing prolif-
eration of UAS, 'Vayu UTtaM’
has potential applications
beyond the military domain,
including in areas related to
airspace safety, critical infra-
structure, civil aviation and
public safety,” the Ministry said
in a statement.

The event brings together
over 20 leading defence com-
panies, start-ups MSMEs,
DPSUs and innovators from
India’s rapidly evolving
unmanned systemsecosystem,
the officials said.

“In line with the national
objective of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and with a focus on
enhancing the IAF's capabili-
ties in the unmanned domain,
‘Dronathon 2026’ was inaugu-
rated by the Vice Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Marshal Ashutosh
Dixit, atJaisalmer today,” asen-
ior official said.

Air Marshal Dixit also
released the ‘IAF UAS
Roadmap’, providing greater
clarity to Indian industry on
capability priorities.

The roadmap is intended to
facilitate focussed innovation
and enable the unmanned air-
borne systems industry, aca-
demia and research organisa-
tions to align their efforts with
the future requirements of the
IAE




Saudi airstrikes kiil
3 people in Yemen

DUBAL, Sept 15 (AP)

A HOUTHI official sai&Taesday
that Saudi warplanes struck
Yemen, killing three people,
including two children, while
Human Rights Watch accused
the Houthirebels of possiblewar
crimes with its attacks on com-
mercial vessels.

Therenewed fightinginYemen
is endangering civilians and
threateningshippingthroughthe
Red Sea, aroute thathasbecome
more important due to disrup-
tionsin theStraitof Hormuzsince
the US and Israel launched joint
strikes against Iran on February
28 to spark the war. The
‘Associated Press’ couldn't inde-
pendently verify the Houthi offi-
cial’sclaim. The official didn’'t say
what the Saudi warplanes had
targeted. Here’s a look at the lat-
est news in the Middle East.

3 killed in Saudi airstrikes in
Yemen'’s southwest, Houthis say

Anees al Asbahi, a spokesper-
son for the Houthi-run Health
Ministry, said in an X post that

Saudi airstrikes killed three peo-
ple, including two children, in
Yemen’s Taiz province. The
Associated Press’ couldn't inde-
pendently verify the claim. Al-
Asbabhi said that two other peo-
ple were wounded in the strikes.

The escalation comes as the
Iran-backed Houthi rebels have
seized the strategic islands of
Greater and Lesser Hanishin the
southern Red Sea, bolstering their
ability to control a key maritime
shipping route.

[ran effectively closed the Strait
of Hormuz - through which afifth
of the world’s traded oil and gas
transits in peacetime - in the
opening days of the war. The
Saudis have since used the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait, whichleadsout
of the Red Sea, for crude oil
exports.

The Houthis’ latest seizures,
which follow their capture of the
Red Sea port of Mokha and a
strategic island last week, puts
more pressure on Saudi ship-
ments and, in turn, global oil
supplies and prices.




NATO jets down drone.aver Lithuania

VIINIUS (Lithuania), Sept 15 (AP)

NATO fighter jets shot down a
drone that entered Lithuanian
airspace overnight, officials said
Tuesday, the day after the head
of NATO said strikes close to its
territory would only increase
its support for Ukraine in its
war against Russia’s full-scale
invasion.

Military officials in Lithuania,
a NATO member, said the inci-
dent marked the first time that
a drone had been shot down in
its airspace. Authorities didn't
comment on the drone’s origin
or purpose, saying the incident
needed further investigation.

The drone in Lithuania was
downed near the village of

NATO countries including Ger .1any, Denmark, the
United Kingdom, and Pol2".d have in recent weeks
accused Russia of inve.vement in acts such as drone
incursions, sabotage, arson, surveillance of defence
facilities and planning to use a drone carrying
explosives to attack an airport

Pratkunai, about 60 miles (100
kilometres) west of the capital,
Vilnius, and near the Kaunas
Reservoir, Lithuania's National
Crisis Management Centre said
Tuesday. Officialsin NATO coun-
tries including Germany,
Denmark, the United Kingdom,
and Poland haveinrecentweeks
accused Russia of involvement
inactssuchasdroneincursions,
sabotage, arson, surveillance of

defence facilities and planning
to use a drone carrying explo-
sives to attack an airport.

Rutte on Monday said strikes
“close to NATOterritory” showed
Russian  President Vladimir
Putin’s “desperation and also his
desire to sow fear and terror.”

“Russiais growing increasing-
ly reckless as it continues its ter-
riblewar against Ukraine,” Rutte
said. He also pledged to bolster

the 32-nation alliance’s own
defences along its long eastern
border with Russia and with
Belarus, a Russian ally.

The menace of drones has
repeatedlyloomed over theskies
of Lithuania, which shares bor-
derswithBelarus and the Russian
exclave of Kaliningrad. In May,
residents of Vilnius were told to
take shelter and the president
and prime minister were taken
to safe locations amid an alarm
over drone activity near the bor-
der with Belarus.

Stray Ukrainian drones have
also previously crossed the bor-
der into Baltic airspace, includ-
ing in May when a NATO fight-
er jet shot down a Ukrainian
drone over southern Estonia.
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