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Ahead of Modi-Xi meet, Beijind
China should handle dif'r'erences properly

BEIJING, Sept 11 (PTI)

AHEAD of President Xi Jinping s
visit to India for tiia BRICS sum-
mitand bilateral talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, China
on Friday said both countries
should handle differences prop-
erly and view their ties from a
strategic and long-term per-
spective. President Xi will arrive
in New Delhi on Saturday to
attend the BRICS summit, his
first visit to India in nearly sev-
enyears. Heis scheduled to hold
a bilateral meeting with Prime
Minister Modi on the sidelines
of the summit on Saturday.

Asked how China viewed the
Modi-Xi meeting, Foreign
Ministryspokesperson Mao Ning
told a media briefing here that
thiswill be the third year inarow
for the two leaders to meet with
each other, following their meet-
ings in Kazan and Tianjin.

“Cnina will work with India to
act on the strategic guidance of
the twoleaders, handle the bilat-
eral relations from a strategic
height and long-term perspec-
tive, step up communication,
enhance cooperation, properly
handle differences, and be
friends enjoying good-neigh-
bourliness and partners helping
each other succeed,” she said.

Aboutthe BRICS summit, Mao
said it is a key platform for soli-
darity and cooperation among
emerging markets and develop-
ing countries.

“President Xi will attend and
address the upcoming summit,
have in-depth exchanges with
other leaders on major issues
including the current interna-
tionalsituation, the development
of BRICS mechanisms, and deep-
eningpractical cooperation,and
put forward China’s important
initiatives and propositions,

g.5dys India,

charting the course for the high-
quality development of greater
BRICS cooperation,” she said.

She said that Chinais ready to
work with fellow BRICS countries
for steady and sustained progress
in greater BRICS cooperation to
contribute to building a com-
munity with a shared future for
humanity. About thesignificance
of the New Delhi summit, which
is taking place amid the Iran-US
conflict and the Ukraine-Russia
war, Mao said China advocates
a common, comprehensive,
cooperative, and sustainable
approach to security.

“We are committed to pro-
motingthepolitical settlement of
hotspot issues through dialogue.
We look forward to working with
fellow BRICS countries to pro-
mote dialogue and negotiation
to resolve differences and jointly
safeguard regional and global
peace and stability,” she said.
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Provenance is
important for many
products, especially in
the agri-food sector.
But establishing the
origin of products is
challenging. With no
way to determine the
precise origin of all
products imported
from the West Bank,
origin becomes a
paper claim. The
responsibility for
verifying that claim
lies with customs
authorities. This is a
significant challenge
for often already
stretched resources

HE key question about
the UK'sdecision toban
tradeingoodsand sery-
ices from illegal lavienn
settlemenss in  the
Occupied Palesiiiian Territories
o -and how - such a ban
can be enforced. To answer this
question, it'sworthlookingathow
such sanctions are already
enforced in similar situations.

Blood diamonds, the precious
stones whose proceeds are used
to finance war, are often cited as
an example of the way countries
canavoid trading incommodities
that can contribute to harm. But
the goods and services involved
in the sanctions onWest Bank set-
tlements are far less valuable.

Exports include agricultural
products like dates and olives,
supporting - according UKforeign
secretary to Ed Miliband - settler
terrorism and ethnic cleansing.
Whileblood olives mightnot have
the same ring to it, enforcement
challenges are similar to those
with blood diamonds.

Theannounced sanctions have
been widely reported as impos-
sible to implement. The Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) has
previouslyexpressed “reasonable
concern” that the enforceability
of sanctions would be under-
mined because distinctions
betweentheinternationallyrecog-
nised area of Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories
are not applied consistently. The
FCDO also expressed concerns
about over-compliance with sanc-
tions and unintended conse-
quences.

The sanctions build on exist-
inglaw. The FCDOstrongly advis-
es “against conducting any eco-
nomic and financial activities in
illegal Israeli settlements”. Since
2005, products produced in Israeli
settlementslocated within the ter-
ritories occupied by Israel since
1967 are not entitled to benefit
from preferential tariff reatment
upon entry into the United
Kingdom. A list of non-eligible
locationsispublished at postcode
level,

Provenance is important for
many products, especially in the
agri-food sector. Butestablishing
the origin of products is chal-
lenging. IntheWest Bank, bound-
aries are more political than geo-
graphical. Olive treesinillegal set-
tlements and neighbouring core
Israeli territory are likely to share
climate, geology, and even their
irrigation water sources. This

makes the.s
able

With no way to determine the
precise origin of all products
imported from the West Bank, ori-
gin becomes a paper claim. The
responsibility for verifying that
claim lies with customs authori-
ties. Thisis asignificantchallenge
for often already stretched
resources.

In the EU and UK, products
from illegal settlements do not

' ¢s indistinguish-
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The cost of certification is more
significant for products with a
lower unit value, such as the ones
exported from the West Bank.
An example of origin verifica-
tion of agricultural productsis the
EU Deforestation Regulation,
which aims to guarantee that the
products Elcitizens consume do
notcontribute todeforestation or
forest degradation. Its require-
ment to submit precise origin
informationalong the wholesup-

A wine maker in the Psagot winery in West Bank, just north of
Jerusalem. These wines will be subject to sanction under the

trade ban.

receive the same preferential
treatment as products from oth-
er parts of Israel. Analysis from
the Israel corporate and legal
watchdog, the Global Echo
Litigation Center of 30,000+ trade
records estimates roughly one-
fifth ofIsraelishipmentsto the EU
originate from a settlement.
Their report highlights meth-
ods of obscuringor falsifving prod-
uctorigin. Some exportersinclude
the postcode of an illegal settle-
mentas the true originofthe prod-
uct, claiming the location is in
Israel. Others provide a false
address within Israel. True origin
can also be obscured by mixing
products from Israel with those
from settlements. This typically
happens during packagingor fur-
ther processing, for example of
grapes to wine or olives into oil.
How sanctionscanbeenforced:
Many other schemes exist to pre-
vent products reaching certain
markets. A prominent exampleis
the Kimberley Process, which
came into force in 2003 to stop
the trade in blood diamonds. The
cost of its certification processes
and audits is trivial compared to
the value of the diamonds and
there are relatively few produc-
tion points for diamonds.
Nevertheless, the Kimberley
Process has faced criticism for
enabling diamond laundering.

ply chain has been postponed
twice because of the high imple-
mentation cost.

The simplified package, to be
enforced from December 2026, is
estimated to represent a roughly
75% cutin compliance costs com-
pared to the original design.

Unintended consequences:
There are also concerns about
unintended consequences of the
announced sanctions. In terms of
supplychains, these mightinclude
damageto tradewithIsrael, which
includes pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, cosmetics and technology.

And, if new rules and regula-
tions are seen as complex, they
might deter companies from
importing from the West Bank
entirely, to the detriment of
Palestinian exporters.

Ultimately, the question is not
whether the UK can differentiate
between settlement olives and
Israeliones. Itisaquestion of who
bears the cost of proving origin.
Main UK imports from the occu-
pied Palestinian territories include
fruits and vegetables, as well as
oils and fats.

Many Palestinians in the West
Bank depend on agriculture for
their livelihoods. Unless proof of
origin is designed into supply
chains, they will be the most
severely affected.

(The Conversation)



BRIGS countries accaant for more
than haIf of glelsal growth: Putin

NEW DELHI, Sept 11 (IANS)

RUSSIAN President Vladimir
Putin said on Friday that BRICS
countriesaccountformore than
40 per cent of global GDP, com-
pared with 29 per cent for the
G7,astheworld undergoesdeep
structural and profound shifts.
Speaking at the ‘BRICS
Business Forum', Putin noted that
more than half of global eco-
nomicgrowthover the same peri-
od came from BRICS nations,
against 18% from the G7, citing
data from the past five years.
“The world is always chang-

Russia’s President Viadimir
Putin during the BRICS
Business Forum, at Bharat
Mandapam, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

ing, andthisis shownin the expe-
rience of the last five years. In
thelastfive years, more than half
of the world’s growth has been
accounted for by BRICS where-
as G7 has only accounted for 18
per cent,” the Russian President
said. He also added thatWestern
competitors were closelywatch-
ing BRICS and attempting to
restore their competitive edge,
with the rivalry sometimes tak-
ing an “ugly” turn.

Putin said that “We have been
told that competition is sacro-
sanct by our Western competi-
torsdoingeverythingtogetback

their competitive edge and some-
times it has taken ugly forms”.

Addressing a packed house
here, the Russian President
addedthat BRICS countrieshave
demonstrated their readiness to
work hard towards building a
shared future. “The global econ-
omy is undergoing “deep, pro-
found shifts”, with new engines
of growth emerging,” Putin said.

The Russian President also
proposed settingup a newinvest-
ment platform through the New
Development Bank to mobilise
private-sector funding for BRICS
economies.




