India may overtake US in-ietro rail

NEW DELHI, Sept 6 (IANS)

network Iength g uv years: mlster

UNION Minister for raserand
Housing & Urban Affairs
Manohar Lal on Saturday said
thatIndiaislikelytoovertake the
United States in terms of metro
rail network length in the next
two years. After inaugurating
the extended metro rail service
inIndore, the Minister said India’s
metro network hadreached 1,170
km across 26 cities compared
with 1,386 km in the US.
“Withtheextended Indoreline,
India’s metro rail network has
reached 1,170 km,” he said and
added that the nation was now
216 km short of the US network.
I think in the next two years,
we will overtake the US and
become the world’s second-
largest countryin terms of metro
railnetwork after China, accord-
ing to him.Inaddition, China cur-
rently has around 8,000 km of
metro rail lines, he added.

According to the Minister, metro
rail services were operational on
245 km across five cities when
PM Modiassumed officein 2014.

Thenetwork hassince expand-
ed to 1,170 km across 26 cities,
he added. He further stated that
metrorail was not merelyamode
of transport but also a means of
improving people’s ease of liv-
ing and its expansion waslinked
to the goal of building ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047. The extended

Indore metro service built at a
cost of Rs 2,850 crore will now
operate on a 17-km route
between Gandhi Nagar and
Malviya Nagar Chauraha.

Additionally, the first trains on
the extended route will depart
from both ends at9 am daily. On
the other hand, the last service
will run at 7 pm.

Trains will be available every
15 minutes, with more than 80
trips scheduled daily.



Govt sells 4K tonnes
of onions across 17
cities to coolprices

THE Government has sold about
4,000 tonnes of buffer onions
across 17 cities in the first ten
days of a subsidised sale aimed
at curbing skyrocketing prices,
Consumer Affairs Secretary Nidhi
Khare said on Sunday.

The Centre, through its agen-
cies NCCF and Nafed, is sitting
on a buffer stock of 1.21 lakh
tonnes of onion for 2026.

These agencies are transport-
ing the stored onions in bulk
from producing states to con-
suming centres, either by a ded-
icatedrail rake christened “Kanda
Express” or by trucks, as part of
a retail intervention aimed at
cooling prices. Onions are being
sold at a subsidised rate of
Rs 35 per kg in select price-sen-
sitive cities.

“Approximately 4,000 tonnes
of buffer onion have been sold
sofarin17cities,” Kharetold PTL.

Bulk consignments have
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already reached Delhi and

Chennai via the Kanda Express,
and a third rake is now being
loaded for dispatch to Guwahati
in the coming days, she added.

“The distribution of buffer
onions has brought some relief
to consumers. Prices have fallen
slightly,” Khare said, adding that
the quality of the Government’s
buffer stock was comparable in
size and quality to what private
traders were selling.

She noted that the rabi onion
crop, typically stored for release
later in the year, had suffered
some damage during harvesting
due to untimely rains.

NCCF Managing Director
Anice Joseph Chandra said the
federation alone has sold 1,500
tonnes of buffer onion so far.

“So far, we have sold
1,500 tonnes of buffer onions in
different cities across the
country. The focus is on retail
and selling at Rs 35 per kg,”
she said.




Euronean allies join Zelensky
envoys n Kylv for tal

s Savs See No
: . Quick End To War

kraine is resigned to
Russia’s war dragging
: on through another to-
ugh winter and is looking for a
i “package” from allies that wo-
: uldcoverair defencereinforce-
: ments as well as energy, inclu-

! ding US LNG. President Ze-

" i lensky spoke to reporters after
¢ talks in Kyiv with President

i Donald Trump's negotiating

¢ duo, Jared Kushner and Steve
:  Witkoff. They werelaterjoined
: by national security chiefs
: from the UK, France and Ger-
: many — whose attendance
: Sunday hadn’t been previous-
- i ly announced. The US, Ukrai-
- : neandEuroperesolved tomeet
i again at a time and place to be
: determined, Zelensky said.
“We had progress in Mo-
: scow. We have new ideas, and
{ we brought them to Kyiv,” Wit-
: Kkoff said at the press briefing.
i Zelensky declined to elabo-
i rate on any “new ideas” for
i bringing the conflict, now well
: into its fifth year, to an end —
: butsaidSundaystalksalsot&
i uchedona postwl:r ‘prosperi-
: lan” for Ukraine.
; typ’l‘errltorlal issues, such as

Russia’s demand that Ukraiﬂe

Zelensky welcomes US envoys Jared Kushner (C) and Steve Witkoff (R) in Kyiv

cedeadditional parts of itseas-
tern Donbas region, should be
resolved at the “leader level,”
said. Russian Presi-
dent Putin insists Ukraine
must surrender theremainder
of its eastern Donetsk region
as part of any deal to end the
war. Ukraine has repeatedly
rejected the demand. “It's go-
ing to take both sides to make
some compromises and nar-
row the issues between them
and we think wfo ht;l:! the in-
gredients to get t place,”
Witkoff said afterthetalks.
Sunday’s discussions follo-
wed the US officials’ more than
three hours of talks in Moscow
on Saturday thata Krem]jn ai-
de called “highly useful.” Putin
opened that meeting by deseri-

bing the situation in Ukraine th

AT

as “nota slmple one.” Kremlm
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foreign policy aide Yuri Usha-
kov described the talks as “sub-
stantive, constructive, extre-
mely frank and trusting”,
While Witkoff and Kush-
' ner have travelled to Moscow
often, Sunday's was their first
visit to Kyiv since being ent-
rusted with leading negotia-
tions on behalf of Trump. Spe-
akinginthe Oval Office Friday,
the US president said his envo-
¥s were “bringing with them a
proposal toend the war.”
Witkoff and Kushner were
earlier greeted by Zelensky at
the historic St. Sophia’s Cat-
hedral in Kyiv after arriving in
the capital by train. Rustem
Umerov, head of Ukraine’s fo-
reign intelligence service, pos-
ted a video on social media of
e pair disembarking after

their journey. BLOOMBERG

q end war

not yet begun

summit: Report ;
Moscow: Russian President :
Vladimir Putin may meet his
US counterpart Donald
Trump on the sidelines of the
Asia-PacificEconomic Coope-
ration (APEC) summit in Chi- :
na if an opportunity arises,
while Moscow has also said a
trilateral meeting involving
the leaders of Russia, China
and the US cannot be ruled
out, TASS reported Sunday.
Kremlin aide Yuri Usha-
kov said both Putin and Tru-
mp plan to attend the APEC
summit and that Moscow wo-
uld seek to arrange separate
:;39th for the Russian pre-
ent, incl Wlt.h
sePI}mhf:ntijm mmchiﬂﬂ'_ )
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India, China Corps

Commanders meet

New Delhi: Corps Comman-
ders of the Army and Chine-
se PLA Commanding forma-
tions in the eastern part of
Arunachal Pradesh Sunday
geared upfortalkstosortout
- ongoing tensions along the
. state’s stretch of the 1,126-
. km Line of Actual Control.
: The meeting is the first
:  Corps Commander-level mi-
i litary talks in the eastern
: sector at the Vacha-Damai
: bordermeetingpoint. -
The latest talks are signi-
: ficantasIndiaand Chinaha-
: ve so far held Corps Com-
: mander-level meetings pri-

: marily at the Chusul-Moldo

: border meeting point in the
: Ladakh sector. Thelatesten-

t marks a new start

: gagemen
. frombothsidestoaddressis-
: gues in the eastern sector. A

. source told TOI, “The Indi--

i an side will be represented
: by Lieutenant General Gi-
¢ rish Kalia, Commander of
: the Indian Army’s 3 Corps,
: alsoknownas Spear Corps.”
i  The3Corpsis headquar-
tered at in Na-
galand and isresponsiblefor
operational areas along the
i LAC in Arunachal. The Ar-
i my has two Corps forma-
: tions looking after the LAC
! in the state, including Tez-
: pur-based 4 Corps and Rang-
: apahar-based 3 Corps.
India and China have dif-
i ferent perceptions of the
i LAC,resulting,attimes, infa-
. i ce-offs. The latest engage-
- i ment is expected to provide
{ them with an opportunity to
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Former CDS General Anil
Chauhan hassaid Indiaand
China are two major Asian
powers, large economiesand
civilisational states, and the
future of Asia will depend
substantially on howthe
countries manage their
simultaneousrise. -
Addressingan eventon
the 139th birth anniversary of
Bharat Ratna Pandit Govind
Ballabh Pant, General .
Chauhan Saturday talked
briefly ofthe opportunities
andchallengesintheties.
“Qurrelationshipwith
China cannot be held hostage
only to boundary issues...
Theycooperateinsome
forms, compete for influence
and markets,andhold
differing views on aspects of
regional and globalorder.So
there’saneedtoengagethe
Chinese onthis. That's what
we'redoingas partof SCO
and now Brics,” he said. ani
#
address such issues directly
military channels.
The talks follow a mee-
ting in Beijing in Aug betwe-
en national security adviser
Ajit Doval and China's fore-
ign minister, Wang Yi. The-
re, they agreed on an eight-
point plan to improve how
both countries manage the
border, promising quicker
action through diplomatic

and military channels whe-
never issues pop up.
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It Will Remain
Bedrock Of

Indian Space

Sector: INSPACe

Surendra Singh &
Chethan Kumar| tnn

New Delhi/Bengaluru: Al-
laying the fears of some of its
staff that the organisation
will be privatised and its role
reduced to an R&D lab, Isro
Sunday dismissed “specula-
tion” aboutany diminution of
itsrole as “misinformation”.
“These assertions are
completely baseless and incor-
rect. We wish to categorically
state that Isro will neither be
privatised nor will its impor-
tance bediminished,” it said. -
Isro further said it would
continue to remain “India’s
principal institution for ad-
vanced space research and
technology development, na-
tional and strategic mis-
sions, space science and ex-
ploration, and critical and
frontier space capabilities”.

Space promoter and regu-
lator Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (INSPACe) chairper-

son Pawan Goenka also said
Sunday that Isro would “re-
main the bedrock of the Indi-
an space sector” and at the co-
re of India’s space program-
me leading frontier research
and the next generation of na-
tional missions like the space
station and Gaganyaan.

The agency said, “Partici-

pation of private sector in spa-

-
N

Isro will continue to remain India’s prlncial insti

tution for advanced

space research and technology development, the agency said

Modi govt deliberately circumscribing

Isro’s role to boost start-ups: Cong

Congress Sunday accused Modi govt of deliberately
circumscribing the role of Isro in the name of encouraging
start-upsand claimed its capabilities would be transferred to
private companies whose commitment was doubtful. Ina post on
X, Congress general secretary incharge of communications
Jairam Ramesh shared a screenshot of a mediareport and said,
“One former Isro chairperson has been bold enough to express his
concerns. Others like him mustalso have the courage of their
convictions and not simply keep quietas the magnificent
Sarabhai-Dhawan edifice gets systematically dismantled.” tn

ce is not about reducing itsro-
le. It is about enabling Isro to
-focus even more strongly on
the next generation of India’s
space programme, while in-
dustry scales mature techno-

- logies and capabilities. What

is changing is not the impor-
tance of Isro, but the scale and
structure of India’s space eco-
system. The transition is the-
refore towards an Ism—}gd na-
tional space ecosystenl.

The agencyalsosaid itsro-
le would progressively streng-
then in areas where “itsscien-
tific expertise matters most;
frontier R&D, advanced tech-
nologies, human spaceflight,

next-generation launch sy-
stems, deep-space and plane-
tary missions and strategic
national capabilities. It will
continue developing cutting-
edge technologies, including
advanced payloads for com-
Munication, navigation and
Earth observation, sensors,
propulsion systems and other
critical technologies”.

After nine Isro staff asso-
Ciations representing thou-
sands sought clarification
from the agency chairperson
onthe private sector shift, Go-
enka said on X, “Let me say it
unequlmauy: IS!'O'S ; [‘Ul?‘ 15
by no means diminishing.

T

On scalin :
oot Tt L
tor declared that the country
hadse‘[ an uambitious borpet
of 50 13.1-“'101\93 a year hY 2030
“Agoalof thisscale cannothe
achieved by one organisation
alone. Govt and private in. :
dustry have to build this futy.
retogether,” hesaid. 5
The INSPACe chairper-
son said, “The reforms since
2020 are about expanding In-
dia’s overall space ecosys-
tem, IN-SPACe will facilitate
and authorise greater non-
govt participation, while
NSIL will help commereiali- §
semature capabilities.” |
Goenka said the idea of
space reforms is to “let in-
dustry increasingly manu-
facture and scale mature
launch vehicles, satellites
and other systems, while Isro
focuses on what itis uniquely
placed to do: advanced R&D,
scientific missions, strategic
missions, new technologies,
and infrastructure that is too
complexforthe privatesector
todeveloponitsown".
Assuring staff that they
were going to handle big pro-
jects, hesaid, “Isro will rema-
in at the core of India’s space
programme, leading frontier
researchand the next genera-
tion of national missions, in-
cluding Bharatiya Antariksh
Station by 2085, anIndian cre-
wed mission to the Moon by
2040, next-generation launch
systems, and sustained lunar
and planetary exploration.”
“The direction is not a
smaller Isro. It is a larger In-
dian space ecosystem, witp
Isro pushing the technologi-
cal frontier,” he added.
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 India, 163 others vote at UNGA for map

with bigger Africa, shrur

This Is Why
Body Is Losing

Credibility: US endorse any specific ma
eilbed NbbSors Gedidra ~ »Continued from P1 , p
Assembly voted Fri- also highlighted that theres.
day to adopt a new ndia was among the 164 olution does not constitute
world map that makes the countries that voted in fa endommem‘)faﬂyspeciﬁc
African continent bigger vour of UN General As- map, projection or depiction :
il shrinking  Nogth sembly's Sept 4 resalution, g onal boundaries”
America and Europe, draw- “Correct the Map: Rebalanc. sax%Randmerm_ o
ingirefrom Washington. ing Global Cartographic abst he resolution received :

Aimed at “a more accu- Representation and Promot- Geoemiong: from Estonia, :
rate representation” of conti- ing Equitable Representa- va Sz;gia, Lithuania, Moldo-
nental landmasses, the reso- tion of the World’s Regions, lon hiashc Ukeiine sndd
lution was supported by 164 Particularly Africa”. mﬁmwlthmm‘
o b Attt MEA said theresolution's  the Mereator projecton re.

abstained o urpose i urage t TS @

The mn;m vt The UN General Assembly resolution urges member states to use the ﬂseeﬁaqtj‘:salt:g;m ) e i teduck
the Equal Earth cart as  new ‘more accurate’ map, known as the Equal Earth cartographic - tions that “‘“E,em,ﬁ.?‘ tional, media, digital and of-

; al . cartograph- projection, in place of the traditional Mercator projectior et ela- ficial materials, despite the :
ic pmjecﬁu?r;.h improves “the _ ' kel L LS agfdﬁgjntﬁl;rmlm@» considerable distortion of :
S ioh e the:mm hic ~ Youssouf said, “Beyondcar- tionsand cognitive justice.”  norauthenticates paadumj-' landmasses o the Northend
representaﬁme world”,  tography, this initiative un- Mercator projection  ularworld S et e R
resolution said. It urges  derscoresthe importanceof ~was designed for maritime dress Imap nordoesitad- Tt expressed concern that |
e e e imu Alita 51 the | Navigalion by Flemish car. oohullog . Jornstinal minimieingthepercaheasiz
mapinplaceof thetradition- _ basisof objeetiveardslen- _tographer Gerardus Morca-  boundaries B e
ercatorprojection,  tifically established real- ~torin1569. It focused onaccu-  riesorpla L e |
Foreign minister Robert ities... Africamust berepre- ratedepictions of the shapes dmeadin T L s e e P
Dussey of Togo, which spon- ~ sented as it truly is: in its and angles of land masses, theresol?tt‘ignml:ilamo B e |
sored the resolution, said true dimensions and in ity but their relative sizes were an explanation, st R T el vekowed
maps “guide education, nour- ﬂghﬁu]placemthemn often naceir e th explanation, stressing ﬂ'lthl&ntmnbahindmereso-
ish imagination, and influen- 'US, however, slammed to the challenge of rendering prﬁﬁggiﬂw;"éiﬂi?f g tumpmmm ;u!te ey
cecollective perceptions™ the resolution, saying such ~ athreedimensionalglobeon- ~graphic representation We i e
m’:‘ﬂlieymmermvenever moves are “the reason this toatwo-dimensional map. QL Bnhicoracies '
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il imthg gﬂmswtp h:: jill}sﬁttttionish;eil‘lg_it_amﬁ- It inflated northern re- thoughat 303 millionsqkm, proportionate visual promi-
ot th ge ility”.  Representative gions and compressed equa- it's about 14 times as large. nence”. Foreign minister &

' Eﬁ:ﬂ‘ W&‘g‘p’nﬁg Yaryna Ferencevych said, torial ones, making Furope France, which cospon-  Jean-Noel eeltogien
a""“}s Ural dbpﬁm n that “Instead of focusingongen-  and North America appear sored the resolution, an- “Changing maps obviously
MM he saithld. ough gen-  uine problems... thisbodyis much larger, while shrink- nounced Friday it would doesn't change the world,™ i

b tdhegamﬂtz;lg-_map projects from  ing Afriica and South Ameri-  abandor the Mercator pro-  "But correcting a distorted :
mmis- century and their ca. Africa appears to be Jection, in which “US, Rus- representation isalready an
sia and China take on a dis-  actof truth.” asencies E

sion chair Mahmoud Ali
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