‘India willing to hzip end
Russia-Ukraing conflict’

KYIV, Sept 3 (PTI)

INDIA on Thursday said, it was ready to
extend “any help in any manner” to end
the Ukraine-Russia war, which is now in
its fifth year, as External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankarheld wide-ranging talks with
his Ukrainian counterpart Andrii Sybiha
in Kyiv. “India has consistentlymaintained
that this is notan eraofwar, and that solu-
tions will not emerge from the battle-
field,” Jaishankarsaid inajointpress state-
ment alongside Sybiha after their talks.

‘Ukraine welcomes PM Modi’s
call to move from endless war
towards end to war’

Report on Last page

He recalled that Prime Minister
NarendraModijust two daysago declared
that endless war must now give way to
the end of war during a meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Bishkek on the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
meets Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy, in Kyiv on Thursday. (ANI)

“Every passing day of conflict only
means more deaths and more destruc-
tion. Understandably, it is for the parties
involved to find a way. But, if India can
be of any help in any manner, we are
ready,” Jaishankar said.

(Contd on page 5)




‘Raksha’ -

B Defence diplomacy is a core pillar of India’s

foreign policy

B Key pillars highlighted in the strategic blueprint
for next decade include, strategic partnerships,
capacity building, indigenous exports.

NEW DELHL Sept 3 (P11)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday released
‘Raksha' - a strategic blueprint
on defence diplomacy which
cirriesa ‘comprehensive frame-

work outlining India’s strategic
roadmap and vision for global
partnerships over the next
decade.

‘4 defence diplomacy is a
corepillar of Indias foreign pol-
icy, this document provides a

clear, actionable vision for the
nextdecade, ensuring thatIndia
remains ananchor of peace, sta-
hility, and rule-based a = ..
an evolving glohal I-.:n'(l_éra|le,"
the Defence Ministry said.

The document marks a shifl
inlndiz'sstrategic engagement,
alisningnationalsecurity objec-
tives with proactive global coop-
eration, fosteringlong-term sta-
bility and mutual growth, itsaid.

Singh released the Taksha'
document on defence diplo-
macy in New Delhi.

India’s 10-year strategic bl

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the release of India's
‘RAKSHA' document on defence diplomacy.

(PTI)

ueprint

“This comprehensive frame-
work outlines India’s strategic
roadmap and vision for glohal
defence partnerships over the
next 10 years," it said in astate-
ment. Key pillars highlighted in
the strategic blueprint include,
strategic partnerships, capaci-
ty building, indigenous exports
and maritime security,

Under the pillar ‘strategic
partnerships, the vision seeks
to deepen bilateral and multi-
lateral security cooperation.

(Contd on page 5
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Don’t share sensitive tech

with Pak: Rajnat}

Brussels, Delhi Wlden Def Partn ’ |p, Ey

Surendra.Singh@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Defence minister

Rajnath Singh Thursday made
it clear to visiting Belgian de-
fence minister and trade mini-
ster Theo Francken that for In-
do-Belgiandefencerelationsto
flourish, his country should
not have any defence pact on
sensitive technology with Pa-
kistan. The Belgian minister
agreed toIndia’s request.

“In response to Rajnath
Singh asking Belgian defence
minister to keep India’s sensi-
tivity inmind regarding trans-
fer of sensitive technology to

Pakistan during theirmeeting
onThuradaymoming,thaBel—

_ _vindlmtimlndia'a stance”.

said on X, “We reviewed the
il"' 'mumapectmmofdefancere-

and Belgium. Multiple MoUs

: ; I N
i lllmmuuh R -
Defence mirﬁsﬂer Rajnath Singh also cﬁscussed cooperation in critical minerals
processing and recycling with his Belgium counterpart, Theo Francken

on April 30) and this shows ration between Belgian and
that European countries have  Indian defence industries we-
chosen India (over Pakistan), re signed, involving produc-
tion of Belgian military hard-
ware suchasrockets in India.
The Belgian side said that
“thereareopportunities (to ha-
ve cooperation with India) in
weapon systems, ammuni-
tion, radar, electro-optical sen-
sors, command and control,
and counter-drone systems.
These are precisely areas in
which Belgian industry has
strongexpertise.”
“With thisvisit, wearereaping
the benefits of what we have
built over the past year. Every

After the meeting, Rajnath
~ lations and defence industrial

1d contracts under the defen-
ustrial cooperation we-
so signed, towards levera-

ngBelgian technology toget-
r with Indian skill and sca-

. BEIQIllm

eapon Production .

project that connects our tech- :
nology with India’s growing :
defence industry strengthens :
both our security and econo-
micposition,” Franckensaid. :

In a separate meeting with :
MoS defence Sanjay Seth, :
Francken emphasised the po- :
tential for deeper industrial :
collaboration between the :
two sides to strengthen thede-
fence forces through collecti- !
ve efforts. Seth urged Belgian

defence manufacturers to le-

verage their technological ex- :
pertise alongside India’s ma- :
nufacturing scale for co-deve- :
lopment and co-productionof
niche products for shared :
security and prosperity, :
- During the Belgian PM's :
visit, global defence major
Thalesand Kalyani Strategic :
Systems Ltd, a subsidiary of :
Bharat Forge, have signed a
“strategic alliance agree- '
ment” to explore collabora-
tion on both unguided and la-
ser-guided variants of Tha- :
les’ combat-proven 70-mm
rocketsystemstohelpenhan-
ce operational readiness of
the Indian armed forces, ;

Thales Belgium is a 100% '
subsidiary of Thales Group, '



New mechanism to fast-track

lnvestment betwee 1e
 DEFENCE, DEALS & DIPLS “"

>Letter of Intent on ..
Defence Cooperation =
toboost indigenous &
manufacturing,
co-design m -
co-development &
»Another defence
MoU to allow Indian

Attache at the

aresident Defence  Belgium PM Bart De Wever with PM Modiin New

-

Delni Thursday  of the India-Belgium

photo: Rajesh Mehta

»MoU on Dlp!omﬂi:
Training

» Establishment of
an Investment
Fasf-Track
' Mechanism between
 India and Belgium

» Doubling of
Bilateral Trade in the
next five years

» Institutionalisation

Business Forum

: » Mo for Coopemﬁon in ;
Embassy of India in Brussels | combating Transnational > Establishment of a Consular
>MoU for Cooperation inthe | Organized Crime, Cybercrime | Dialogue between India and
Field of Renewable Energy and related matters l Belgium e
: e
»Continued fromP 1 cooperation between the two “Whether it,i&
3 countries,” said the PM. “The  or West Asia, we
M Narendra Modi an- agreements between our effnrtsaimedatandﬂﬁym
3 nounced a mechanism govts and defence industries to conflicts and the res
i to fast-track investment  willopenupopportunitiesfor  tionof peace,” thePM
i betweenthetwocountries.  defence co-development and The leaders called for clos-

: Belgium accounted for
i $4.2bn of FDI inflows from
April 2000 to Dec 2025, mak-
i ing it the 18th-largest source
.anDlintoIndia.DaWwar‘s

co-production. We will also
further strengthen intelli-
gence sharing and coopera-
tion between our agencies to

combatcrime,” headded.
PM said un ted
n, including the

_reoattly onncluded FTA be-

and mobility : to
facilitate talent mobm

S T e Rk B, SR




US draws a red line

~on Modi’s Iran me¢

L Trade Deal: Rubio

: Washington: US secretary of
: state Marco Rubio has sought
: todraw a red line between In-
: dia’s right to conduct its own
: diplomacy and Washington's
i determination to prevent Iran
: from rebuilding the economic
: lifelines strangled by US sanc-
: tions. “T don’t think there's a
: trade deal between India and
: Iran,” Rubio said on Wednes-
: day, after PM Narendra Modi's
: meeting with Iranian Presi-
: dent Masoud Pezeshkian on
: the sidelines of the Shanghai
i Cooperation  Organisation
: (SCO) summit in Bishkek,
: Kyrgyzstan, drew scrutiny in

Rubio also warned that countries
should not help Tehran generate
revenue and those that do could
be subjected to US sanctions

Toppling Iran’s
Islamic republic
within reach: Bibi
sraeli PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu Thursday voiced confide-
nce that Iran’s Islamic republic

could soon fall, sayingit was w-
eakerthaneverastheUS resu-

d medattacks. “This regimeis

« -maﬂyteeteﬂng.ltisweaker
ﬂlan,eyer.itlsﬂghﬁngfortls

survival,” Netanyahu

saidatan

North-South Wlar;m
doroﬁersapmmﬂﬂl
gea connection from India
through Iran to Russia and wi.
der Eurasia. Iran has also tra.
ditionally been an important
source of energy for India.
The Bishkek smpmit also

stage at a particularly vulne
rable moment for Tehran. Pe-
zeshkian met Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, than-
king Moscow for its support
and calling for closer coopera-
tion against what he described
as US “unilateralism”. Pe
zeshkian also met Pakistan
PM Shehbaz Sharif.

The SCO meeting itself
provided Tehran with diplo-

_matic company at a critical ti-

me. Its members condemned
the military strikes on Iran
and rejected unilateral coerci-
ve measures, while reaffir-
ming Iran’s right to peaceful
nuclearactivity The organisa-
tion also called for greater coo-
peration in energy, trade and
finance. “This is a big deal,
particularly since India — an
ally of both the US and Israel
— also signed it,” noted Trita
Parsi, a foreign policy analyst
with the Quincy Institute for
Responsible Statecraft.

India now sits at an extra-
ordinary number of geopolit
cal tables: the US-led Qﬁ



Thales, Bharat Forge subsidiary sign
pact for 70-mm rockzt systems

NEW DELHI, Sept 3 (PTI)

GLOBAL defence major Thales
and asubsidiary of Bharat Forge
havesigned a“Strategic Alliance
Agreement” to explore collabo-
ration on both unguided and
laser-guided variants of Thales’
combat-proven 70-mm rocket
systems to help enhance the
operational readiness of the
Indian armed forces, officialssaid
on Thursday.

The 70-mm rocket systems of
Thales are already in use by the
Indian Armed Forces, they said.

The European firm announced
the partnership on Thursday
amid the ongoing official visit of
Belgian Prime Minister Bart De
Wever to India.

“As part of this collaboration,
Thales will leverage its long-
standing partnership with India
and contribute its global expert-
ise in 2.75-inch/70-mm rockets
and launchers developed in
Belgium, while KSSL will utilise
itslocal manufacturingand test-
ing facilities to support produc-
tion and integration of compo-
nentsfromThales’ qualified sup-
plychain, ensuringinternational
quality standards,” the firm said
in a statement.

The 70-mm rocket systems
of Thales are already in
use by the Indian Army

Thales and Kalyani Strategic
Systems Limited (KSSL), the
wholly-owned defence sub-
sidiary of Bharat Forge Limited,
signed a “Strategic Alliance
Agreement to explore collabo-
rationonboth theunguided and
laser-guided variants of Thales’
70-mm rocket systems, which
are already in use by the Indian
Armed Forces,” it said.

The partnership marks a sig-
nificant step in strengthening
India-Belgium defence cooper-
ation while advancing India’s
ambition to become a globally
competitive defence manufac-

turing hub, the Paris-based firm
said. By combining Thales’
advanced rocket technologies
and global market reach with
KSSLs established expertise in
defence manufacturing, system
integration and industrialisation,
the companies will create an
“indigenous capability” to
address domestic requirements
andsupportinternational oppor-
tunities, the statement said.
Thales Belgium is a 100 per
cent subsidiary of the company

Thales Group. It combines a

strong local industrial footprint
withleadingexpertise in defence,
cybersecurity, aerospace and
advanced technologies. It is a
European leader in 70mm rock-
etsystems, offeringstandardand
laser-guided solutions and devel-
oping cost-effective counter-UAS
capabilities, designed to defeat
drones and drone swarms, the
statement said.

The global company has a
presence in India since 1953. In
the new era of asymmetric war-
fare, advanced variants of Thales’
70 mm rockets are increasingly
wellsuited to counter-drone mis-
sions, deliveringreliable and scal-
able effectiveness against evolv-
ing aerial threats, the firm said.



ReAL Story OF 7.8% GDP

By PROF. (DR) MANOJ

DAYAL

|5

The quarter that
delivered 7.8% was
not a normal quarter.
It was the quarter
when the war in West
Asia intensified, Brent
crude spiked, and
global supply chains
were disrupted. The
Government itself
noted that the
January-March period
accounted for
disruptions caused by
the conflict in the
Middle East. Most
global agencies had
downgraded India’s
growth. RBI cut its
FY27 forecast to 6.6
per cent citing
elevated energy
prices. Yet India grew
faster. This is
resilience, not just
recovery.

NAworld economy batters
by wars, oil shocks. ™ iino
effects sl wars, India
has just delivered a number
thathasstunned economists
andsilenced sceptics: 7.8 percent.

According to the latest data
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and  Programme
Implementation, India’s real GDP
grew 7.8 per cent in the January-
March quarter of FY 2025-26 and
also in the April-June quarter of
FY 2026-27, comfortably beating
the Reuters poll estimate of 7.1
per cent and RBIs projection of
7 per cent. For the full financial
year 2025-26, growth accelerated
to 7.7 per cent from 7.1 per cent
in FY25.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
termed it a “herculean feat”, not-
ing that the collective strength of
140 crore Indians ensured such
growthdespiteoil price shocksand
supply chain issues. Why is this
7.8% unprecedented? Because it
came when it was least expected.

1. Growth Against All Odds:

Thequarterthat delivered 7.8%
was not a normal quarter. It was
the quarter when the war in West
Asia intensified, Brent crude
spiked, and global supply chains
were disrupted. The Government
itsell noted that the January-
March period accounted for dis-
ruptions caused by the conflictin
the Middle East. Most global agen-
cies had downgraded India’s
growth. BBl cut its FY27 forecast
tob.6percentcitingelevated ener-
gy prices. Yet Indiagrew faster. This
is resilience, not just recovery.

The growth was not driven by
one-off Government spending.
Data shows Gross Value Added,
GVA, whichstrips outindirect tax-
esandsubsidiesto show true pro-
duction momentum, grew 7.9 per
centin Q4 and 8.2 per cent in Q1
FY27, outpacing GDP growth itself.
As Deloitte economist Rumki
Majumdar noted, when GVA out-
paces GDPF, it means expansion is
backed by strong production, not
just demand.

2. What Drove the Surge?

A.Manufacturing Revival: After
yearsof being called theweaklink,
manufacturing emerged as the
strongest contributor, expanding
10.7 per cent in FY26 compared
to 9.3 per cent in FY25. The new
GDP series with base vear 2022-
23, using the double deflation
method, has captured manufac-
turing activity more accurately.

B.Services:The Two-Year High:

> ‘)”‘

The servicessector was the stand-
out performer, expanding 9.3 per
cent, its strongest growth in two
years. Trade, hotels, transportand
communication grew 11 percent,
sharply higher than 6.6 per cent
a year ago, while financial, real
estate and professional services
expanded 10.4 per cent.
Government services surged to a
12-quarter high of 9.8 per cent.

C. Consumption and
Investment :Twin Pillars: From
theexpenditure side, both Private
Final Consumption Expenditure
and Gross Fixed Capital
Formation recorded growth
exceeding 7.5 per cent. GST cuts
and income tax reductions boost-
ed personal consumption by 7.1
percent, while privateinvestment
grew nearly 12 per cent from 5.8
per centa year ago. Credit growth
remained healthyat 18.3 percent,
the highest in over a decade.

3. What 7.8% Means for India?

For the common citizen: Real
GDP at constant prices reached
Rs323.12lakh crore in FY26, while
nominal GDP rose to Rs 346.36
lakh crore. This translates into
more jobs, higher commercial
vehicle sales which grew 12.6 per
cent,and foodgrain productionup
5.3 per cent.

For global positioning: India
remains the fastest-growing major
economy. While global growth
hovers around 3 per cent, India’s
7.7-7.8 per cent growth is more
than double the global average.

For policy credibility: The data
validated India’s recent statistical
reforms, The revised series with
improvedsectoral representation
and better capture of the infor-
mal sector has shown that earli-
er estimates had understated
India’s strength.

4, ChallengesAhead: Thisisnot
a moment for complacency. The

same reports that celebrate 7.8
per cent also warn of headwinds.
Crisil maintains FY27 growth fore-
cast at 6.6 per cent with risks tilt-
ed to the downside due to crude
prices, softer global growth and
below-normal monsoon forecast.

Chief Economic Adviser V.
Anantha Nageswaran said India
can return to 7 per cent plus
growth in FY28 if external condi-
tions improve and policy
measures preserve macroeco-
nomic stability,

The taskis to convert this cycli-
cal surge into structural momen-
tum through ease of doing busi-
ness, ease ofliving, and sustained
reforms,

To conclude the real story we
cansaythatthe 7.8 percentgrowth
rateis unprecedented not because
Indiahas never grownat this pace
before, but because India has
grown at this pace despite
unprecedented global adversity.

It proves a fundamental shift.
India is no longer just a benefici-
ary of global tailwinds, it is creat-
ing its own headwinds. It is a
domestic demand-driven, invest-
ment-led, services-powered econ-
omy with a resurgent manufac-
turing sector. If India can hold
this momentum, 7.8 per cent will
not be anoutlier. Itwill be the foun-
dation of Viksit Bharat 2047.

As the PM said, “We shall leave
nostone unturnedto further Ease
ofLiving, Ease of Doing Business
andincrease opportunities for our
youth.” The 7.8 per cent is proof
that the stones are indeed being
turned. What is even more sig-
nificant here is the stability and
strength of Modi Government.

(The author is the Vice-
Chancellorof KushabhauThakre
University of Journalism and
Mass Communication, Raipur)
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