











INS Nipun joins Navy fleet, ineréases
deep-sea diving and resciie power

IR ;é.l

INS Nipun, Indian Navy’s 2nd indigenously built Nistar-class
Diving Support Vessel (DSV), before its commissioning
ceremony, at Naval Dockyard in Mumbai, on Monday. (PTI)

MUMBALI, Aug 31 (PTI) commissioned INS Nipun, a
deep-sea diving vessel to sup-
THE Indian Navy on Monday portcomplexoperations, mark-

ing a significant enhancement
in underwater support capa-
bilities that only a few navies
have, officials said.

Thisis the second such deep-
seadivingvessel commissioned
into the Indian Navy after INS
Nistar last year. INS Nipun was
commissioned in the presence
of Navy chief Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan in Mumbai.

Alongwith her sister ship INS
Nistar, INS Nipun substantially
enhances the Navy’s specialist
diving, underwaterintervention,
salvage and submarine rescue
supportcapability, officialssaid.

Indigenously designed and
constructed by Hindustan
Shipyard Limited,
Visakhapatnam, the vessel is
119.4 metreslongwith a capac-
ity of 10,500 tonnes.

(Contd on page 5)
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India’s GDP grows world-bzating 7.8%

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (IANS)

DESPITE global headwinds,
India recorded real GDP
growth at Rs 81.36 lakh crore
in the first quarter of this fis-
cal (Q1FY27), against Rs 75.46
lakh crore in Q1 FY 2025-26 -
- registering a robust growth

rate of 7.8 per cent,
Government data showed on
Monday.

Nominal GDP (or GDP at
current prices) in Q1 FY2026-
27isestimated atRs88.271akh
crore, against Rs 80 lakh crore
in Q1 of FY 2025-26, showing
agrowthrate of 10.3 per cent,
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
said in a statement.

Notably, the real gross val-
ueadded (GVA) inQ1 FY 2026-
27isestimatedatRs73.821akh

crore, against Rs 68.21 lakh
crorein Q1 FY 2025-26, show-
ingagrowthrateof8.2 percent.

On the other hand, nomi-
nal GVA in Q1 FY 2026-27 is
estimated at Rs 80.53 lakh
crore, against Rs 72.24 lakh
crore in Q1 of FY 2025-26,
showing a growth rate of 11.5
per cent, accordingto thedata.

The estimates of Quarterly
GDP as per base year 2022-23
majorly follow the guidelines

A herculean feat, says PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (IANS)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on Monday said India’s
exemplary GDP growth of 7.8 per cent during the first quar-
ter (Q1) of the current financial year (FY 2026-27) is a “her-

culean feat”.

In a post on X, PM Modi said: “The collective strength of
our people ensured India delivered such growth despite oil
price shocks and supply chain issues in the midst of glob-

al uncertainties”.

“Doomsayers were doomed and India bloomed...yet

again!” he posted.

and standards as mentioned
in the Quarterly National
Accounts Manual of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF),2017,said the Ministry.

Under this approach, out-
put and intermediate

Consumption are separately
deflated using the concerned
Producer Price Indices (PPls),
and real GVA is obtained as
the difference between real
output and real intermediate
consumption, said the data.




Xi, Putin discuss visa-frce travel,
global, regional issués at Bishkek

BISHKEK, Aug 31 (PTI)

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin  met in
Kyrgyzstan's capital Bishkek on
Monday anddiscusseda visa-free
regime between the two coun-
tries, besides exchanging views
on international and regional
issues of common concern.
The two leaders met on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
Summit 2026 being held in
Bishkek. Putin said Russia is

ready towork with China® inake
thevisa-freeregima! _iweenthe
two_ countria permanent if
Beijiiy —ousiders this possible
and useful.

“We are ready to work togeth-
er to make the visa-free regime
permanent if the Chinese side
considers this possible and use-
ful,” Putin told Xi, according to
Russia’s state-run TASS news
agency.

He noted that visa-free travel
hadhelped increasetourist flows
between the countries by 43 per
cent in the first half of the year.

On December 1, 2025, Putin
signed adecree to enable Chinese
citizens to enter Russia for up to
30 days without a visa until
September 14, 2026, based on
the principle of reciprocity.

Previously, China introduced
a similar visa-free regime for
Russians. Subsequently, both
parties extended the right to

enter visa free until the end of

2027.

Xi told Putin that under their
strategic guidance and through
thejointeffortsofbothsides, the
foundation of China-Russiarela-

tions will become ever stronger,
their progress ever steadier, and
their future ever brighter.

He said that the international
landscapeis witnessinganotable
increase in uncertainand unpre-
dictablefactors, against the back-
drop of accelerating profound
changes unseen in a century.

But the pursuit of people
across the world of peace, devel-
opment, cooperation and win-
win outcomes remains
unchanged, he told the Russian
President, China’s state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.



