‘Looking to advance
India’s vision for region
free from terro?’

PM Modi arrives_ inUzbekistan

TASHKENT, Aug 29 @D

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Uzbekistan on
Saturday, where he will hold
delegation-level talks with
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev,
aiming to further strengthen
the strategic partnership

He visited Yangi Uzbekiston
Park and laid a wreath at the
Independence Monumentafter
arrival. President Mirziyoyev
accompanied Moditothemon-
ument established on the 30th
anniversary of the country’s
independence, symbolising the
ideals offreedom and goodness.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi being received by Uzbekistan
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev upon his arrival, in Tashkent

on Saturday.

(PMO via PTI)

between the two countries.
President Mirziyoyev wel-
comed PM Modi on arrival at
the airport in Tashkent. This is
PM Modi'’s fourth visit to
Uzbekistan. “Landed in
Tashkent toawarmwelcomeby
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
Grateful to him for the special
gesture. This is my fourth visit
to Uzbekistan, reflecting the
depth and growingmomentum
of our bilateral relations,” PM
Modi posted on X after arrival.

In his departure statement,
Modi said the trip willadvance
the shared pursuit of peace,
stability and prosperity, values
that lie at the heart of India’s
engagement with the world.

“Indiahasbeenanactiveand
constructive member of the
SCO since 2017. I look forward
to advancing India’s vision for
the region, anchored in
Security, Connectivity and
Opportunity, and to working

(Contd on page 3)



India, Argentina deepen trace ties,
explore lithium, pharma-access

NEW DELHI, Aug 29 (IANS)

THE Fourth Meeting of the Ind’a-Argentina
Joint Trade Committee held in Beanos«ires
reviewed progress on the roadmap agreed
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2025
visit and reaffirmed commitments to deepen
strategic and economic ties, an official state-
ment said on Saturday.

Thediscussions covered investment oppor-
tunities across mining, energy and infra-
structure, and noted significant progress by
India’s KABIL in Argentina’s lithium sector.

KABIL's mining activities in Catamarca, the
firstlithium mininginitiative by an Indian com-
pany in Argentina, have progressed signifi-
cantlywith the completion of PhaseIldrilling.

Opportunities for further engagementin the

provizices of Salta and Jujuy are also being
explored to deepen the strategic partnership,
the statement added.

Significant progress was also made in facil-
itating market access for Indian pharmaceu-
tical products. Argentina has committed to
work towards upgrading India from Annex Il
to Annex [ under its pharmaceutical regula-
toryframeworkand reducingbarriers to entry.

The move will provide greater opportuni-
ties for Indian pharmaceutical companiesand
contribute to improvingaccessto quality and
affordable healthcare in Argentina.

Building on the 2019 Memorandum of
Understanding between Argentina’s ANMAT
and India’s CDSCO, both sides committed to
cooperation through joint initiatives in
Ayurveda and Yoga.



India, Kuwait agree to sti‘engthen
bilateral defence ceaperation

NEW DELHI, Aug 29 (IANS)

THE inaugural meeting of the India-Kuwait Jois. Defence
Committee (JDC) was held in New a2, rriday, where
the two Countries agreed to further strengthen Bilateral
Defence co-operation across a widerange of areas, includ-
ing training, military exercises, military medicine, staff
talks, defence industry, and Research and Development.

“The first meeting of the JDC marked an important step
towards operationalising the objectives outlined in the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Defence
Cooperation between India and Kuwait, signed during the
visit of the Prime Minister of India to Kuwait in December
2024,” the Ministry of Defence stated.

The meeting was co-chaired by Joint Secretary Amitabh
Prasad and Brigadier General Raed Alsakran of the five-
member Kuwaiti delegation. The Indian delegation com-
prised representatives fromthethreeServices, Department
of Defence Production, Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), Armed Forces Medical Services and
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

Ahead of the JDC meeting, Brigadier General Raed
Alsakran laid a wreath at the National War Memorial, New
Delhi, and paid homage to the fallen heroes. The Kuwaiti
delegation visited Defence Public Sector Undertakings

1" India-Kuwait JDC meeting
28" August 2026

Ministry of Defence Joint Secretary Amitabh Prasad, right,
and Kuwait Delegation leader Brigadier General Raed
Alskaran during the inaugural meeting of India-Kuwait

Joint Defence Committee (JDC), in New Delhi. (PTI)

(DPSUs) Bhawan, New Delhi, on the first day of their vis-
it, where discussions were held with representatives of
the Indian Defence Industry on potential areas of mutual
cooperation.



Manufacture in India, build for

B By Sagar Kulkarni
WASHINGTON, Ang 29 (PTT)

FINANCE Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  invited  global
investors to set up manufactur-
ing bases, and technology and
innovation centresin India, urg-
ing them to leverage talent and
opportunity to build for the
waorld, Addressing a high-level
Business Roundtable with lead-
inginvestors and business lead-
ers in Chicago on Friday,
Sitharaman highlighted India's
broad -based growth, reform
momentum  and expanding
oppottunities lor long-lerm
investment.

Sitharaman emphasised that
India’s investment proposition
restsnoton any singlesector, hut
on the convergence of scale,
growth, talent, infrastructure,
technology and sustained reform
over the past decade.

“The policy environment is
increasinglyfocused on enabling
husinesses to invest, manulac-
ture, innovate and expand,” she
said at the roundtable organised
hy India's Cansulate General in
Chicago in association with USs-
India Strategic Partnership
Forum. The Finance Minister
invited global partners lo co-
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Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addresses a business roundtable with investors and business leaders in

Chicago, lllinois, United States.

(@FinMinIndia/X via PTI)

develop, co-produce and build
for global markets,

Sheurged them not to consider
India merelyasamarket toserve,
but as a platform from which to
build for the world - - whether as
a manufacturing base, technol-
ogy and innovation centre, con-

sumer market or destination for
long-term infrastructure invest-
ment -- leveraging India’s engi-
neering talent, manufacturing
scale andtechnology ecosystem.

The focus of the meeting was
“Manulacturein India- for India
and for the world”, with oppor-

(unities across manufacturing, Al
&digital, financial services, infra-
structure, food processing,
defence and advanced tech-
nologies, "As global companies
reassess supply chains and cap-
ital allocation, India offers not
only scale as a markel, but

increasing depth as a long-term
investment and operating plat-
form,” Sitharaman said. The
Minister said India’s Digital
Public Infrastructure such as
Aadhaar, UPT DigiLocker, ONDC
and IndiaStack, has created plat-
forms al population scale.

“The next opportunity is to
huild higher-value businessesin
Al engineering, analytics, prod-
uct development, semiconduc-
tors and electronics, with India's
Global Capability Centres
increasingly becoming global
innovation hubs," she said.

Sitharamansaid GIFT City was
emerging as an international
financial centreconnecting gloh-
al capital with Indian opportu-
nities.

Wit 1,208 satotesad enitties
as of June 2026, it offers oppot-
tunities across banking, fund
manag il i ance, air-
crafl and ship leasing, sustain-
able finance and other cross-
borderservices, Sitharaman said,
inviting global institutions to
explore GIFT City as a gateway|
to Indias financial ecosystem.

She said with global supply
chains beingreconfigured, India
olfersacompelling combination
of a large domestic market and
globally competitive manufac-
turing capabilities. The focus is
moving  beyond  Assembly)
towards deeper component
manufacturing, engineering and
advanced technologies, sup-
ported by targeted policy meas-
ures including production-linked
incentives, the Minister said.
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Explosions, Fire
Damage Dozens
Of Nearby Homes

%Russian drone struck a
/4 warehouse west of Ky-
A A ivthatmay havebeen il-
legally storingmunitionsina
residential area, according to
Ukrainian officials, sparking
explosions and fires that da-
maged dozens of nearby ho-
mesand buildingsand killing

37 people in one of the war’s

deadliest attacks this year.
The Friday night attack on

the warehouse in Myla, a villa-

ge in the Bucha district, came

on the second of three days of

nearly round-the-clock Russi-
an strikes that have severely
disrupted life in and around
the Ukrainian capital.

Kyiv officials said an un-
manned vehicle hit the buil-
ding, though they didn’t speci-
fy whether it was one of thejet-
powered drones that Russia
has increasingly been using to
pierce Ukraine’s defences.

The warehouse strike spar-
ked a fire that swept through
homes and at least 50
residential buildings, said Ty-
mur Tkachenko, head of the
local regional military admi-

nistration. Local media later
cited himassaying34of thepe-
ople killed were residents of a
care home for the elderly and
disabled. More than 370 people
were evacuated. -

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky described it
as a “terrible situation” and
said itappeared tobetheresult
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A view of the damage er a
_Russ!an attack struck a warehouse
in Kyiv region on Saturday

of “terrible negligence on the
partof those who stored explo-
sivesright next to people.”

The warehouse strike was
followed by a detonation, Ze-
lensky said in a statement. He
didn’t specify what was kept
at the site, but he pointed out
that Ukrainian law forbidsthe
. storage of ammunition close’

to people’s homes and said cri-

minal proceedings have been

- ‘opened. “Those who allowed

thistohappenmustbeheldac-

countable for their deci-
sions,” he said.

Ukrainian PM Serhii Ko-

retskyi also didn’t offer infor-

mation on the warehouse, but
referenced a July attack on the
Kyiv suburb of Vyshneve that
struck an ammunition depot,

killing 22 people. :
Russia said it hit a ware-
house in Myla that was sto-
ring components and launch
boosters for long-range dro-
nes. Italsosaid itattacked the
portsof Mykolaivand Izmail,
and a logistics centre and wa-
rehouse facilities storing
for Ukraine’s Flamingo

cruise missiles in Kyiv. ap

Black Sea attacks:
Turkey summons
Ukraine envoy

Turkey summoned Ukrai-
ne’sambassador over at-

tacks this week in the
Black Sea against a Turkish :
vessel, and against a second :
ship that cametotow thefirst,

‘the country’s foreign mini-

stry said Saturday. :

The attacks happened on :
Wednesday and Thursday, the :
ministry told AFP. “Duringthe :
meeting, Turkey warned about :
the absolute need to ensure the :
safety of people, of assets, of :
navigation and of the environ- :
ment in the Black Sea,” themi- :
nistry said ina statement. :

It said the Turkish contai- :

ner ship Lider Bordo Mavi :
was hit on Wednesday whileit :
was off the Russian coast on :
the Black Sea. The next day, :
the ship Lider Kocatepe sent :
to tow the cargo vessel was al- :
sotargeted, the ministrysaid. :

The ministry did not say !
whether there were any casu-
alties in the attacks.

According to local Turkish
media, the container ship was
towed to the Turkish port of
Samsun. Ankara has been cal-
ling for weeks on Ukraine and
Russia to suspend their attacks
on civilian vessels in the Black
Sea. Turkish commercial ships
are active in the Black Sea, sal-
ling under various countries
flags, and several have been hit
by drones suspected to be laun-
ched by Ukraine. Arp
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US set to take control

ted manoeuvre that officials
said would create the world’s
second-largest private oil
company by reserves and se-
cure American petroleum
supplies for decades to come.
President Donald
Trump made the announce-
ment about the arran- g
gement in a Truth Soci-
al post on Friday night.
It represents his latest §

move to establish US B ¥ i

dominance over the [ \
Western Hemisphere,
countering years of inroads
by China, as part of his em-

brace of the 19th-century

Monroe Doctrine.

- Working with Venezue-
la’s interim president, Delcy

Rodriguez, a partnership
with private business secu-

red majority US control of
more than 65 billion barrels

of proven reserves in Venezu-
ela, Trump said. -

‘A US official said the co-
untry wi]l contro], 55% of the

of

effective outputfrom thejoint
venture, and will obtain the
oil at cost. The plan repre-
sents an unparalleled mo-
dern-day intervention into
the economy of a South Ame-

rican country Trump once

called the 51st US state, harke-
ning back to British control
of Iran’s oil fields and the di-
vision of Iragi assets among

US and European nations.

It marks the cuhm

mJan seized Venezu
elan oil tankers and

~ struckseveralboats allegedly

carrying drugs from Venezu-

: ela, killing over 200 people.

It’s also an untested ma-
noeuvre —one that could be
vulnerable tolegal challeng-

~esand politicalshiftsin Was-

hington. It’s not clear that

Trump’s arrangement wo-

uldbefullyembraced byafu- - |
ture American president, or
how it might endure any fu-
turepoliticalupheavalin Ve- :
nezuela. BLOOMBERG {
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