India, US discuss
coop in Indian
Ocean regicii

NEW DEILHI"Aug 25 (PTI)

FOREIGN SecretaryVikram Misri
discussed with US Under
Secretary of State Allison M
HookerwaystodeepenIndia-US
cooperationin the Indian Ocean
region during a call.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said bothsides discussed oppor-
tunities for practical cooperation
and complementarity in the
region.

“Foreign Secretary
@VikramMisriheld a productive
call with US Under Secretary of
State Allison M Hooker to
advance discussions on the
India-USIndian Ocean Strategic
Venture (IOSV) initiative,
launched by the leaders of the
two countriesin February 2025,”
he said on social media.

“Both sides discussed oppor-
tunities for practical cooperation
and complementarity in the
Indian Ocean Region, including
maritime security, strategicinfra-
structure and connectivity, inline
with the priorities of partner
countries,” he said.
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: New Delhi: Home minister
:  Amit Shah Tuesday said the
{ NarendraModigovthasseta
: goal tomake the country ille-
gal immigrationfree in a
: “very short period of time”
and, for this purpose, reac-
hed out to the border states
over the past eight months,
: sharing with them its docu-
: ment on a quadrangular ap-
proach to border security.
The policy drawn up by
the Centre enlists the border
guarding forces, state and
district administration, rele-
vantarms of Union govtand
locals as key stakeholders in
securing the borders.
Addressingthe valedicto-
ry session of the National Se-
curity Strategy Conference
(NSSC) organised by IB,
Shah said “this country is
not a ‘dharamshala’, and on-
ly citizens have the right to
live here”. He added, “Infil-
trators are a threat to the
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Stating thatthg gy
Cou
a ‘dharamshaly’ and"t” Is not
S only citizens
have the right to liye e,
Shah said infiltrators 1y
unnatural demographic shiss
country’s security, economy had the Ea;'{;;‘m —
and trigger unnatural demo- these problems b:flgﬁ:h ﬂg
graphicshifts.” became acute, the country
With NSSCfocusedonan-  would not have had to hear :
ticipating security trends the brunt of them for dec. :
and challenges over thenext  ades. Shahalsodescribed the

1520 years and devising
strategies to avert them,
Shah said challenges should
be identified and destroyed
before they become big. “By
creating such an ecosystem,
we will be able to create a se-
cure, infiltrator-free and nar-
cotics-free India,” he said at
the event attended by over
850 officials of the Central se-
curity agencies and forces,
the state/UT policeand intel-
ligence agencies.
Commending the state
police forces, central agen-
cies and the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) for
having eliminated the chal-
lenge posed by three hotspots
— J&K, Leftwing extre-
mism-hit areas and the
north-east — Shah said that

dismantling of the Popular :
Front of India (PFT)network :
“inonenight” (inmultistate :
raids of Sept 2022), apart :
from imposingabanonit,as :
“an excellent instance of :
Centre-state coordination”. :

He emphasised on the :
need to take the country’s :
first anti-terror doctrine — :
PRAHAAR — from docu- :
ment to practice to “eradl- :
cate terrorism and disman- :
tletheterrorecogystem”.

‘With Shah’s Jatest focus
being to eliminate the drug :
menace, Shah gought the :
cooperationof stateg inmak- :
ing the country ngpegtics
free. “Police of gy states
should work on three pyg de-
tect, disrupt and destmy- for
‘adrug-free India’ » :
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)rashant Garg, an Indian
I national and director of
PP Softtech, was also de-
signated. Although the app-
roximately $120 million in im-
ports would be chump change
in the overall scheme of
things, the message from Was-
hington is unmistakable: do-
ing business with Iran is no
longer merely a question of
complying with US sanctions
onTehran. Foreign intermedi-
aries, importers, brokers,
shipping companies and fi-
nancial institutions that help
Iran generate revenue can

themselves become targets.
That, says treasury secre-
tary and Trump enforcer Scott
Bessent, is the purpose of
“Operation Economic Out-
cast”: it is designed to sever
Iran’s remaining financial li-
felines by targetingoiland pet-
rochemical revenues, ship-
ping, banking, technology,
gold, aviation and digital as-
sets. Nearly 60 entities, indivi-
duals and vessels were desig-
nated in the latest round. “Our
objective is to sever every eco-
nomic lifeline that sustains
Tehran stands gime until
alone,” Bessent

Tru D T,as = Presy ident
Oreign leaders with “crn:
requests” to cease me?rpfnctf 9
actions with Iran, .
For India, the shog
Washington are gm“ﬁsn&nm
the week. Although New <
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Analysts say the latest sanctions
risk aggravating a relationship
already battered by disputes over
tariffs, Russia and the Trump
administration’s increasingly
transactional approach to Delhi

-----------------------

# sanctions would “further ey,

& de US-India relations”, which

|, ring Trump’ssecond term”,

has reduced its economic ex-
posure to Iran over the years,
trade with Tehran and the
strategically important Cha-
bahar port — through which
India accesses Afghanistan to
getaround Pakistan —remain
partof its calculations. Indian
exports to Iran — including ri-
ce, teaand pharmaceuticals —
could also face additional dis-
ruption as sanctions and the
suspension of Dubai-based
trade and financial transac-
tions make payments and
shipping more difficult.

The latest sanctions, there-
fore, risk aggravating a rela-
tionship already battered by
disputes over tariffs, Russia
and the Trump administra-
tion’s increasingly transactio-
nal approach to New Delhi, ac-
cording to analysts. Evan Fel-
genbaum, a veteran Asia poli-
cymaker, captured the
concern bluntly, saying the
“one-two punch” of secondary
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The asymmetry is striking | |
when one factors in Ching
Washington is threatening In.
dia with the full force of secon.
dary sanctions, yet when it co- |
mes to Beijing, which is Iran’s | .
biggest oil customer, Washing. |
ton remains feckless. Altho | '
ugh the administration hasal- | ;
80 sanctioned a substantial |
number of Chinese and Hong J' ;
Kong-linked entities in itsIran | A
crackdown, the scope of the |
action stops short of targeting |
China’s major financial insti o
tutions or imposing the kind | f
of sweeping country-level eco
nomic penalties that would
risk a direct confrontation
with Beijing because China
possesses enormous lever2e
over the US through its domi-
nance of rare earths and criti-
cal minerals.

Iran, meanwhile, has dis-
missed the campaign as blus- |
ter Parliament speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf sa-
id Washington was not in an
economic position to further
restrict Iran’s relations with
other countries and elaimed |
Tehran’s trading partners we- | |
re not taking the American |
warnings seriously Tehran
hasalsothreatened retaliation
against countries that coope-
rate with Washington, while
China has rejected unilatera]
US sanctions as ineffectiye
and called for diplomacy,
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on Iranian trade

4 Indian firms have been sanctioned for links
with Iran’s military activities, procurement
networks, petroleum and petrochemical trade

WASHINGTON DC, Aug 25 (ANI)

THE United States has sanc-
tioned four India-based compa-
nies over their alleged involve-
ment in [ran-related petroleum
and petrochemical trade and
procurement networks, accord-
ing to a release by the US State
Department.

The designations were
announced as part of the latest
round of US sanctions targeting
entities allegedly linked to Iran’s
military activities, procurement
networks, and petroleum and
petrochemical trade underwhat
the State Department described

(INDRISMIYA) is an Indian
national and a designated part-
nerof PORTEASE. HARISH RAM-
CHANDRA RANGI (HARISH) is
an Indian national and a desig-
nated partner of PORTEASE.”
TheState Departmentclaimed
that SADASHIVA OVERSEAS
LIMITED (SADASHIVA OVER-
SEAS) is an India-based compa-
ny that imported approximate-
ly USD 69 million worth of
[ranian-origin petroleum prod-
ucts from multiple companies,
including US-designated BON-
JOURE COMMODITY EZ.E,
between February2024 and June
2025.
The release

as “Operation

Economic Read Editorial mentioned,
Outcast”. y “SADASHIVA

The  state | U5 ECONOMICSTRIKE| Gyppsgas is
Department on page 8 being desig-
claimed that nated pur-
“PORTEASE PARTNERS LLP suant to section 3(a)(ii) of E.O.
(PORTEASE)” facilitated the 13846 forknowingly engagingin

import of multiple shipments of
Iranian petrochemical products
to India.

It added,
ASHARAFMIYA

“INDRISMIYA
SHEKH

a significant transaction for the
purchase, acquisition, sale, trans-
port, or marketing of petroleum
or petroleum products from

(Contd on page 5)



"SHE WHO DARES, LEADS’

NSG launches first Sommando
Gonversion Gourse for women

NEW DELHI, Aug 25 (IANS)

IN Apioneeringinitiative aimed
atstrengthening the operational
capabilities of women in India’s
counter-terrorism framework,
the National Security Guard
(NSG) Training Academy in
Manesar has commenced the
first Mahila Commando
Conversion Course (MCCC) for
women personnel from State
Police Forces and Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs).

The NSG described the ini-
tiative asa newmilestone in Nari
Shakti, saying the course is
aimed at preparingwomen per-
sonnel for demanding spe-
cialised roles in counter-ter-
rorism operations.

The intensive 12-week course
has been designed to develop
physically robust, technically

proficient and operationally
prepared women commandos.

The training programme
includesrigorousphysical con-
ditioning, weapons handling
and marksmanship, tactical
intervention, hostage
rescue and other specialised
aspects of counter-terrorism
operations.

The NSGTrainingAcademy’s
initiative is intended to go
beyond individual skill devel-
opment by extending the spe-
cialised counter-terrorism
expertise of the force to women
personneldrawn from different
security forces.

According to the NSG, the
course will help create a wider
pooloftrained operational per-
sonnel while promoting com-
mon professional standards
and strengthening interoper-
ability among various forces
involved in India’s security
architecture.

Theinitiative is also aimed at
ensuring that the women per-
sonnel, after completing the
course, can take theirenhanced
skills and operational knowl-
edge back to their respective
forces.
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Canada hits back
th tan

quhing‘ton: US-Canada re-
lations are in danger of tip-
ping into Niagara Falls,
which straddles both count-
ries, after Trump threatened
torename Lake Ontario—in-
towhich thestoried waterfall
empties — as Lake America.
Ontario’s pugnacious premi-
er Doug Ford, in turn, effecti-
vely said “bring it on”, war-
ningof cuttingelectricity ex-
ports to the US and restric-
tingcritical mineralssuch as
nickel and uranium.

The latest instalment of
the increasingly surreal tra-
de war between neighbours
who have the longest peace-
ful and unmilitarised border
in the world (8,891 km) came
after Trump decided that if
Canada would not fall in line
economically, he would mess
with it cartographically.
“The United States is giving
serious consideration to
changing the name of Lake
Ontario to Lake America in
that we don’t expect to be do-
ing much business with On.
tario any longer” Trump
posted ‘:rli Eﬂ social media ac-

unt, @ separate post
:ﬁowmg the change in no.
menclature.

Canadaon Tuesday anno.
unced retaliatory tariffs oq.
veringmore than 700 Amerj.

ucts worth rough
can prod us ghly
$20 billion after President
Donald Trump Wielded hig
sures, due to take effect 5o
8, include tariffs of 15%, z50,
and 50% on erican ex.
ports ranging from steej ang
dairy to appliances, seafooq
and cosmetics. Ottawa a1,
an[loun(fed a
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Ca:nada PM Mark Carney has
said Ottawa will return to talks if
the US changes its approach, but
the relationship has already
entered unfamiliar territory

support package for indu-
stries hit by the dispute.

The latest confrontation
follows the collapse of trade
talks after Canadian PM
Mark Carney rejected US de-
mands he claimed went be-
yond trade, touching Canadi-
an cultural and French-lang-
uage protections. Trump, for
his part, insists Canada has
been “ripping off” America
for decades and says the co-
untry is “easily the most dif-
ficult and unreasonable” tra-
ding partner, even as he deni-
ed having problems with Ca-
nada’s French heritage. :

“I would never interfere
with Canadians speaking
French! In fact, | have never
even thought of doing sucha
stupid thing, Thislie wasma-
deup by a weak and ineffecti-
ve Prime Minister in an at-
tempt to gain political sup-
port, which he has totally
lost, from the people of Que-
bec. I love French Canadi-
ans!” Trump wrote,

There is a delicioug hjgto-
rical irony to Trump’s propo-
sed renaming cCampaign,

“Ontario” isderived from the
Iroquoian word Kanadario,

.....................................

¢ generally translated
2 “gparkling water.” “Canada”

....................

as

is said to come from the Hu-
ron-Iroquois word Kkanata,
meaning “village” or “settle.
ment.” And “"America”? That
name wasn’t exactly minted
in Philadelphia. It came from
Amerigo Vespucci, the Itali-
an explorer, with German
cartographer Martin Wald-
seemiiller first putting “Ame-
rica” on his 1507 map.

So, historically speaking,
the names of both countries
and the lake in question are
products of Indigenous lang-
uages and European cartog-
raphy. Nobody involved in to-
day’s quarrel can quite claim
to have invented the labels,
and the geopolitical equiva-
lent of “finders, keepers” is
therefore on rather shaky
historical ground.

The larger casualty from
the spat may be something
less easily renamed: the ex-
traordinary ease with which
the US and Canada once con-
ducted business. For genera-
tions, the two countries were
the diplomatic equivalent of
the neighbours who borro-
wed each other’s lawnmo-
wers and never botherqd
with keeping the score. Their
economies became so intert-
wined that auto parts can
cross the border repeatedly
before a finished vehicle
emerges; energy, minerals,
agriculture and manufactu-
ring operate through _deeplb'
integrated supply chains.

Trump’s trade strategy
has shaken that arrange
ment, Carney has said Cana-
da will return to talks if the
US changes its approach, buf
the relationship has already
entered unfamiliar territory.







