Iran-linked hackers shut down

UK energy generator fo

Attack Coincided

With Hit On US

Water Facilities
Affecting 12 States

Naomi Canton .

London: Hackers allegedly ti-
edtolrangovtshutdownaBri- R ; b S ,
tish energy generator for four b i o i e T s
days last month, in whatisbe-  Smoke and a fireball rise as Israel struck the area of al-Zawayda, in central
lieved to be the first cyberat-  Gaza Strip, Sunday. Three people were killed in the attack which Israel
tack targetingan energy facili-  claimed was launched after warning the people to evacuate the area
ty 311 the UK.mll‘lh;e attack &pn;e‘
at the same time as a series | H T -
o i Palk army chief to visit Tehran today
lities that affected 12 states. akistan’s army chief Asim Munir will visit Tehranon Mondaytn

It was not a major power continue efforts to bring peace and security to the region, Iran’s
station, and there was no thre- foreign ministry spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei said on Sunday,

mordingtoastagemntbythemlnlstry Two Pakistani govt
soumesnonﬂnned-mﬁrsvlsltmﬂrstsomsaidmaﬂranand
ontact. Asecond sourcesaidthetalks
developmentsin the conflict,including

attoBritain’s wider ele:

rsanctions on Iran. “He (Munir)

'sMoU, Trump’swarningand
2 SaudlArabAgreementand

days

New sanctions
threatened by
‘desperate’ US
will fail: Tehran

Dubai: Iran’s foreign minister
Abbas Araghchi dismissed the
threat of new USsanctionsasa
sign of desperation on Sunday
and said the expected new mea-

sures would fail to defeat Teh-

ran. US ' treasury secretary
Scott Bessent has threatened to

. impose “the toughest sanc-

tions in history” on Iran.

Describing whathe said we-
“repetitive  scenarios”,

Araghchi posted on Telegram:

“The fact that they (US leaders)
have moved on from military
operations to bring up the old
- plans shows that they are de-
sperate.” “We have never been
afraid. All of theiractionshave
failed, and this new issue of
theirs will fail as well,” he said.
Meanwhile, Iranian Presi-

re

= zdentMasoudPezeshkiand&

fended the MoU signed in mid-
June as the best way for the co-
untry to move beyond a situa-

© tion of “neither war nor pea-

" ce”. “There is not a single
provision in this agremnent
that amounts to capitulation,”
Pezeshkian said in a speech
published by state-run
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Officials said onions will be
: New Delhi: In its bid to oﬁemdatalowerpnceina
i checkrising prices of onion  calibrated manner

i across different regions,
: govt will start offloading sugar also continue to rise;

back. In Delhi and Mumbai,
t- Rs69akilo, respectively.

both with govt and far-
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: price of the | Rsﬁ%perkgcompareds
with Rs 46 a kilo a month :

reiaﬂprioeswereRsGSand

'On govt intervention to :
S onion prices, officials :

aaid the kitchen staple will
heoﬂ‘eredatalowerpncem :
calibrated manner. They :
ded that thereissufficient

I's to meet demand in co-

i



Bangladesh open to aining
Saudi-Pak-Turkive defence
pact, say twe Ministers

DHAKA, Aug 23 (PTI)

BANGLADESH is open to join-
ing the recently formed defence
alliance between Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan and Turkiye, two junior
Ministers have said, while stress-
ing that any decision would be
guided by the country’s nation-
al interests.

Signed in Makkah on August
7, the pact establishes a frame-
work for collective deterrence
and stipulates that an armed
attack on any one of the three
countries would be considered
an attack on all three.

“Bangladesh maintains a pos-
itive approach towards the pos-
sibility of joining an economic
or defence framework involving
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and
Turkiye, taking into account its
own interests and the changing
dynamics of the global econo-

my and trade,” newly appointed
state minister for foreign affairs
Humayun Kobir said.

[naninterview with the Bangla
serviceofstate-run BSS on Friday,
Kobir said the Government was
pursuing a “Bangladesh First”
policy and a balanced foreign
policy with national interests at
its core, which mightlead Dhaka
to join the defence pact. |

He said Bangladesh would also
strengthen bilateral ties with
Pakistan through normal diplo-
matic engagement, focusing on
tradeand people-to-people con-
nectivity.

Another Sate Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Shama Obaed
[slam, supplemented Kobir’s
comments, saying Bangladesh’s
national interest and the inter-
ests of its people would deter-
mine Dhaka’s stance on joining
the pact.



Maldives’ largest iifra project
advances with-india’s support

MALE, Aug 23 (PTD

THE final bridge segment con-
necting the Maldivian capital
Male with Villingili it 'and has
been officially setin placesiark-
ing a major milestone in the
India-funded connectivity proj-
ect. Under the Greater Male
Connectivity Project (GMCP), a
6.74-km-long bridge and cause-
way link will be built to connect
capital city Male with adjoining
islands of Villingli, Gulhifalhu
and Thilafushi.

In 2021, a contract was sealed
between the Maldives and India
for the implementation of an
India-funded connectivity proj-
ect. “A big milestone for the
Greater Male Connectivity
Project! The final bridge segment
connecting Male with Villingili
is officially set in place - bring-
ing seamless connectivity
between the islands one step

al segment of Thilamale Bridge installed

S

closer,” India in Maldives post-
ed on X on Saturday.

Former Maldives Foreign
Minister Abdullah Shahid has
also hailed the milestone in the
India-funded connectivity proj-
ect.

“A major milestone for the
Greater Male Connectivity

Project today! Honoured to have
launched this project during my
tenure as Foreign Minister. The
Maldives-India friendship is built
on trust and shared progress.
Thislinkisasymbol ofthat com-
mitment and of India’s support
for Maldives’ development,”
Shahid posted on X.



US memorandum is best path out-of stalled war: Iran President

DUBAI Aug 23 (AP)

IRAN'S President defended a
memorandum of understand-
ing withthe United Statesasthe
best way out of a stalled war.
Meanwhile, the new head of
the Islamic Republic’s top secu-
rity body warned, in a more
forceful tone, of retaliation if
neighbouringcountries support
US threats to further sanction
Tehran. Pakistan’s army chief
planned to travel to Tehran on
Monday, Iranian media report-
ed. A Palestinian man said he
was beaten by an Israeli settler
outside his home, and Israel’s
military said they were pursu-
ing a stabbing suspect ina sep-

arate attack, the latest violence
in the occupied West Bank.

Here's a look at the latest
developments in the Tran war
and the wider Middle «
Sunday. Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian defendeda
recentmemorandumofunder-
standing as the best way for the
country to move beyond what
he described as a situation of
“neither war nor peace.”

Inaspeech, he said members
of Irans Supreme National
Security Council believed the
memorandum represented the
best possible agreement based
on what he described as digni-
ty, wisdom and the national
interest.

Ir=.'s weaponry, defence equipment production
doubles in past 12 months: Tehran

TOKYO, Aug 23 (IANS)

IRAN'S weaponry and defence equipment pro-
duction has doubled over the past 12 months,
a senior official has said.
Inaninterviewwithstate-run IRIBTVonFriday
evening (local time), Tranian Defence Ministry
spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik said that since the
beginning of the war inlate February, the coun-
try'’s production of certain strategic military
products and equipment had increased more
than threefold. The increase was achieved despite
the factthatlimited parts of Iran’s defence indus-

trysections were targeted during the 12-day war
with Israel in June last year, said the official.

Becoming stronger is the only way to count-
er foreign powers seeking to attack Iran's inde-
pendence, he said.

On February 28, Israel and the United States
launched joint attacks on Tehran and other
Iraniancities, killing the country’s then-Supreme
LeaderAli Khamenei, military commanders and
civilians. Iran responded with waves of missile
and drone attacks targeting Israel as well as US
hases and assets in the region, reports Xinhua
1ews agency.




India will establish 15" own space

station

AHMEDABAD. Aug 23 (AND)

INDIA is working towards estab-
lishing its own space station by
2035, with the first module of the
proposed Bharatiya Antariksha
Station already approved, ISRO
Chairman DrV Narayanan said

on Sunday.
Speaking at the third National
Space Day celebrations in

Ahmedabad, Narayanan high-
lighted India’s growing capabil-
ities in space technology and said
the country is now using space-
based applications across more
than 50 areasdirectly serving cit-
izens.

“Today, we are celebrating
the third National Space Day.
The theme is very important:
innovation, collaboration, and
aspiring for global leadership in
the space sector,” Narayanan
said,

He said India has been steadi-
ly expandingits capabilitiessince
launching its space programme
64 years ago.

“India started its space pro-

gramme 64 years ago, and* day
weareservingthe coms onman
in more than 50 .reas,
inclucine Earthe ser-
vation, remote
sensing, telecom-
munications, tel-
evision broad-
casting, tele-
education,
disasterwarning
and mitigation,
ensuring the safe- ¢
ty and security of =
every citizen, naviga-

are also working towards estab-
lishing our own space station, the
Bharatiya Antariksha
Station,” he said.
“The first module
has already been
approved, andwe
aim to establish
thespacestation
by 2035,”
Narayanan
added.
The ISRO chief's
remarks came dur-
ing celebrations mark-

tion, real-time ing India’s
monitoring and Dr V Narayanan achievements in
tracking,” the space  explo-
ISRO chief said. ration and the third National

Narayananalso outlined some
of the country’s major upcom-
ing space programmes, includ-
ingthe Gaganyaan human space-
flight mission and the develop-
mentofindia’s ownspacestation.

“Under the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, many programmes are in
the pipeline. We are working on
the Gaganyaan programme. We

Space Day.

Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, who also
addressed the event, recalled the
significance of Chandrayaan-3's
historic landingnear the Moon’s
south polar region.

He said National Space Day
was announced following the
successful Chandrayaan mission
and India’s achievement ofreach-

by 2035: ISR0 Chairman

ing the lunar south pole at the
location named Shiv Shakti Point.

“Following the success of the
Chandrayaan mission and the
announcement by the Prime
Minister, India will observe the
dayitset foot on the Moon'ssouth
pole-at the ‘Shiv Shakti Point'-
as National Space Day”
Shekhawat said.

He said the third National
Space Day was being celebrated
in Ahmedabad under the aegis
oftheSpace Applications Centre
and highlighted the
Government’s efforts to expand
participation in the space sec-
tor.

“Under the Prime Minister's
leadership, the privatisation of
the space science sector has
opened doors to immense pos-
sibilities for India,” Shekhawat
said.

He said the expansion of pri-
vate participation had created
new opportunities for India’s
space industry while also com-
plementing the work being
undertaken by ISRO.



India-Kuwait hold talks

to strengthen ties

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 23 (IANS)
INDIAN Ambassade=t6 Kuwait
Paramitha Tripathi on Sunday
called on the Gulf kingdom’s
Minister of Commerce and
Industry Osama Khaled Abdullah
Bodaai and discussed opportu-
nities to furtherstrengthen coop-
eration in several sectors.
“Ambassador Paramitha
Tripathi called on H.E. Mr Osama
Khaled Abdullah Bodaali,
Minister of Commerce and
Industry of the State of Kuwait,
today. Discussions were held on
the longstanding friendly rela-
tions between India and Kuwait
and opportunities to further
strengthen cooperationintrade,
industry and economic sectors,
withafocusonfood securityand
supply chain,” the Indian
Embassy in Kuwait said on X.
Last month, External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
called on Kuwait’s Prime Minister

Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, thanking him
for supporting the Indian com-
munity’s welfare and well-being
while welcoming his vision for
stronger and mutually benefi-
cial India-Kuwait cooperation.

The EAM also held a meeting
with his Kuwaiti counterpart,
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah.

“A pleasure to meet FM Kuwait
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah. Discussed the impact
of Gulfconflictontheregionand
beyond. Conveyed appreciation
for ensuring the well-being of
the Indian community. We joint-
ly assessed our cooperation
focusingon energy, trade, invest-
ments, defence, technology, food
security and health domains.
Confident that our Strategic
Partnership will continue to
strengthen in times to come,”
EAM Jaishankar posted on X after
the meeting.



China today; to%s
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NATIONAL Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval is sched-
uled to arrive in Beijing on
Monday to take part in the
India-China Special
Representatives (SR) talks
on the boundary issue with
his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi.

Doval and Wang are
scheduled to hold the 25th
round of SR talks on
Tuesday, according to offi-
cial sources.

Both Doval and Wang are
the designated SRs for the
boundary talks mechanism,
which was established in
2003 to comprehensively
address the vexed boundary
dispute of the India-China
border spanning 3,488 km.

While success eluded it in
resolving the boundary dis-
pute, officials on both sides
regard the structured mech-
anism as a useful tool in
addressing the recurring
tensions between the two
countries on various fronts.

The upcoming talks
assume significance as they
are being held ahead of the
much-anticipated visit of
Chinese President Xi
Jinping to India to attend
the BRICS summit in New
Delhi on September 12-13.

While there is no official
confirmation about
Xi’s visit, officials on both
sides are optimistic about
the Chinese leader’s
participation, which could
provide an opportunity for
a meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines of the
summit to discuss initia-
tives to take forward
bilateral ties.

The two leaders met in
August last year on the side-
lines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
summit in Tianjin.

Ahead of Doval-Wang
talks in Beijing, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Saturday reiterated that
peace and tranquillity along
the border areas are prereq-
uisite for good relations
with China.




| Rajnath Singh lays foundation for
5 projects worth crin WB

B India capable of
becoming global
shipbuilding hub:
Rajnath at GRSE and
Yantra India Ltd event

KOLKATA. Aug 23 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday asserted that
India is capable of becoming a
global shipbuilding hub, taking
advantage of a “vacuum” occur-
ring in the industry among the
traditional shipbuilding coun-
tries. Singh was addressing a
gathering here after laying the
foundation stone for five expan-
sion projects of the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers, and
Yantra India Ltd.

He also said that rapid devel-
opments were taking place in

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with WB Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari during the virtual foundation stone laying
ceremony for 5 projects of the GRSE and Yantra India Ltd in

Kolkata. (PTI)

shipbuilding technology.
Traditional manufacturers

were slowly bringing down pro-
duction, and India can capture

this opportunity, Singh said.

“Indiais capable of seizing this
opportunity to become a global
shipbuilding hub,” the Defence
Minister said.

The country has alarge work-
force, steel companies and the
will power to adapt to new tech-
nologies, said Singh, who was
accompanied by Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari during the
foundation-laying ceremony
in Kolkata.

Singh said foundationwaslaid
for five projects worth nearly Rs
3,500 crore in the State.

The projects comprise three
facilities of GRSE and two of
Yantra India.

He also said that the West
Bengal Government will take
steps to usher in a “new renais-
sance of development”,
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