Don’t want ties with
India to deterioratz over
Teesta: B’desh minister

DHAKA, Aug 18 (PTI)

BANGLADESH does notwantits
friendly ties with India to dete-
riorate over the long-pending
Teestawater-sharingagreement,
a senior minister has said, urg-
ing New Delhi to take into
account Dhaka’s interests while
pursuing its own.

“The neighbouring country is
a friendly country. They have to
think that while they have their
interests, we also have ours,”
Water Resources Minister
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee
was quoted as saying by news por-
taltbsnews.Net ataseminarhere.

“A friend should protect the
interests of a friend. We never
want our friendly relations with
them to deteriorate,” he said.

Anee's remarks come amid a
renewed push by Bangladesh to
address the Teesta issue, includ-
ingthrough the proposed Teesta
River Comprehensive
Management and Restoration
Project with China’s support, as
Dhaka seeks to tackle recurring
floods, river erosion and dry-sea-
sonwatershortagesin the coun-
try’s northern districts.

He said the Government had
organised several seminars and
consultationssince the February

election to gather expert views
on the proposed Teesta project.

Adetailed studybased on those
recommendations would help
the Government take concrete
steps, Anee said at the seminar
titled 'Sustainable Management
ofthe Teesta River', jointly organ-
ised by the Ministry of Water
Resources and the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology. Describing the proj-
ectasamajor challenge, the min-
ister said people in five to six
northern districts had high
expectations from it after suf-
fering for years from river ero-
sion and other problems.

“If we fail to implement it, the
damage and problems faced by
families in those areas will con-
tinuetoincrease. Wehaveto over-
comethischallenge anyhow,” he
said. The Teesta issue has
remained a major irritant in
India-Bangladesh water coop-
eration for decades.

The Teesta originates in the
Himalayas and flows through
Sikkim and West Bengal before
entering Bangladesh, where it
eventuallyjoins the Jamuna, the
Bangladeshi name for the
Brahmaputra.

While the river is particularly
important for agriculture and
livelihoods in  northern
Bangladesh, it is vital for irriga-
tion and power generation in
West Bengal. Several hydropow-
er projects are located in the riv-
er’s upper catchment areas, and
nearly half a dozen districts in
North Bengal depend on its
waters.

Indiaand Bangladesh have dis-
cussed sharing the Teesta waters
since the 1980s. An interim
arrangement reached in 1983
provided for 39 per cent of the
water to India and 36 per cent to
Bangladesh, with the remaining
25 per cent unallocated. It was
followed by further negotiations,
but nocomprehensivelong-term
agreement was reached.

Adraftinterim agreement was
finalised in 2011, which envis-
aged a sharing formula for the
dry season.



‘India, US must address friction naiiicS as true partners’

MUMBAI, Aug 18 (PTI)

USAMBASSADOR Sergio Goron
Tuesday said India and the US
must address friction points as
true partners and work on pre-
dictable taxation and regulato-
ry frameworks to allow business
to thrive,

Speakingat the Indo-American
Chamberof Commerce here, Gor
stressed the need for candid,
trust-based engagements on
export controls and rock-solid
intellectual property protections
to give innovators confidence to
invest, create and scale without
fear.

The Indo-American Chamber
of Commerce (IACC) held its
national convention, themed
“Redefining the India-US

Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.”
Gor said that the US embassy

in India topped the list among
US embassies worldwide in
attracting over USD 20 billionin

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis welcomes US
ambassador to India Sergio Gor, in Mumbai on Tuesday.

investment.

When Indian companiesinvest
in America, it is a win-win situ-
ation. They get access to one of
the world's most dynamic mar-
kets, he said.

“This relationship has unbe-
lievable and incredible poten-
tial. To unleash the full power of
the economic engine, we must
address friction points together
as true partners. We need pre-
dictable taxation and regulato-
ry frameworks that allow busi-
ness to thrive,” he said.

The US envoy said when
companiesaround theworldtell
him that their intellectual prop-
erty rights have been stolen and
they want to move their firms to
India, they ask whether it is safe
hereandhisanswerisaresound-
ing yes.

“We do trust India,” he said,
adding that President Donald
Trump has trusted India and
invested heavily in this relation-
ship from day one.




Trump says US
has no planned
talks with-iran

WASHINGTON{ Aug 18 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Tuesday said the US has no
planned talks with Iran but insist-
ed the Strait of Hormuz remains
“open and operating,” despite
limited traffic and a reported
strike onaship exiting the water-
way. Trump wrote on social
media that a US blockade there
remains “infullforce and effect,”
and asserted thatall water mines
have been removed.

The post comes after a 60-day
negotiating period ended this
week between the US and Iran
with no clear end to the war in
sight.






Govt notifies 405 key defence ite:iis worth
Rs 3,070 cr for indigenous mziiufacturing

NEW DELHL Aug 18 (IANS)

THE Department of Defence

Production has notified the
sixth ‘Positive Indigenisation
List" comprising 405 strategi-
cally important items with an
estimatedbusiness potentialof
Rs 3,070 crore, aimed at
strengthening local manufac-
turing and reducing depend-
ence on imports, according to
a statement issued by the
Defence Ministry on Tuesday.

Thelistcontainsline replace-
able units, sub-systems, sub-
assemblies, spares, compo-
nentsand rawmaterials. These
include 16 items of the Indian
Coast Guard and 389 items of
Defence  Public  Sector
Undertakings.

Theitems coverabroad range
of defence platforms and sys-
tems, including air platforms

Konkurs-M

such as Advanced Light
Helicopter, Light Utility
Helicopter, Su-30MKI, Light
Combat Aircraft and AL-31FP
Engineforthe IndianAir Force.
Armoured platforms including
T-72, T-90 and BMP-I1 for the
Indian Army also figure on the
list. Besides, warships missile
systems such as Konkurs-M,
Invar and MRSAM, defence
electronics including radars,
sonars, fire control systems and
satellite communication sys-

tems as well as high explosive
anti-tank ammunition and oth-
er critical defence equipment
form partofthelist. The detailed
list ofitems is also available on
the SRIJAN Portal. Each item
has an indicative timeline for
indigenisation. Upon success-
ful indigenous development,
these items will be procured
from Indian industry. The
defence PSUsand Indian Coast
Guard will undertake indi-
genisation through wvarious

toutes, including their ‘Make'
procedure and in-house devel-
opment, with participation
from the industry, particularly
MSMEs, the statement said.

This sixth positive indigeni-
sation list marks another step
in the Government's efforis to
promote self-reliance in
defence manufacturing under
the Aatmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative, It is expected to further
expand opportunities for the
Indianindustry, strengthen the
domestic defence manulac-
turing ecosystem, promote
investment and innovation,
and contribute to reducing
dependence on imports, the
statement said.

The SRIJAN Defence Portal
was launched in August 2020
as a dedicated platform,
through which the defence
PSUsand Service Headquarters

(SHQs) offer defence items to
Indian industry, including
MSMEs and startups, for
indigenous development and
production. Since its launch,
the portal has facilitated the
offer of more than 33,000
defence items for indigenisa-
tionby defence PSUsand SHQs
up to June 2026, These include
5,012 items notified under the
firstfive ‘Positive ndigenisation
Lists. More than 15,700 defence
items have been successfully
indigenised, resulting inanesti-
matedimportsubstitution val-
ue of about Rs 9,000 crore over
the last five years, In addition,
defence PSUs have placed pro-
curementorders, including in-
house production, worth
approximately Rs 10,000 crore
on domestic vendors up to
March 2026, the statement
added.




Four-tier paper checxing system,
new experts: Education Ministry

NEW DELHI, Aug 18 (PTI)

THE Government on Tuesday
announced a major overhaul of
the examination system at the
National Testing Agency, includ-
ing a four-tier paper checking
process, removal of 600 experts
along with onboarding of new
ones and CISF-secured office
premises.

Under fire over therecentlaps-
es in the UGC-NET papers and
earlier the NEET-UG exam paper
leak, the Education Ministry has
gone into overdrive to set things
in order.

After a meeting chaired on
Monday by Education Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who came in after
his predecessor Dharmendra
Pradhan had to resign following
protestsover theNEET-UGpaper
fiasco, the Ministry announced
thiseveningthat Joshihaddirect-
ed thatallnecessary security and
related infrastructural facilities
should be put in place for the

smooth condr . of examina-
tions. Foll=".ing directions from
the Minister, NTA Director
General Abhishek Singh apprised
the ministry of actions taken by
the Agency, whichisresponsible
for several examinations in the
country.

‘A revamp of the examination
team was undertaken with 600

ing, where security will be rein-
forced with CISF teams, the min-
istry said.

Sources said the NTA office
will be moved to Minto Road
from Okhla in the national cap-
ital.

The decisions come after the
NTA faced renewed flak from
Opposition parties and several

experts protesting
being student
removed I NTA OVERHAUL groups fol-
and new lowing the

experts being onboarded,” the
ministry said while listing out
the steps taken so far.

A four-tier question paper
checking system will also be put
in placeto strengthen the scruti-
ny of examination papers, it
added.

Besides, 20-25 officials will be
inducted in the next two to three
weeks, while further induction
plan was also reviewed.

Also, NTA offices will be shift-
edtonewpremiseson awar-foot-

Sunday night announcement of
the re-test for the UGC-NET
examination for scholars. They
were demanding that the NTAbe
scrapped, saying its “repeated
lapses” have put students’ aca-
demic and career plans at risk.

NTA sources, however, assert-
ed that it had acted in the inter-
est of students and said internal
processes and protocols are
beingreviewed to ensure thatall
exams are fair and error-free in
the future.

Theagencyproactivelylooked
into the complaints and decid-
ed to conduct re-tests, with all
corrective measures being tak-
en in the overall interest of can-
didates and to strengthen the
foundation of a more account-
able examination system,
sources said.

In a major crackdown in the
NEET paperleak controversy, the
National Testing Agency termi-
nated 47 officials in July. Later, it
axed more officials, taking the
total number to over 50.

Ten new professional leader-
ship positions, including chief
technology officer, chieffinance
officer, CISO, GM (test security)
and GM (R and D and psycho-
metrics), have been advertised
and are being onboarded.

Domain specialists are also
being brought in from the pri-
vatesectorforcybersecurity, psy-
chometrics, question paper
design and other specialised
areas, it said.




