NEW DELHI, Aug 11 (PTI)

[INA major move todeepen bliat-
eral space collaboracoi, NASA
has invited the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) to
joinitsambitious programme to
build humanity’s first lunar out-
postnear the Moon’s South Pole.

The projectnamed Moon Base
mission is aimed at setting up a
permanenthabitat forastronauts
tolive, work, and explore through
aseries of crewed and uncrewed
missions. According to the US
space agency, the aimofthe proj-
ect is to unlock new scientific
discoveries, and prepare for
future deep space exploration.

India and the US explored
expanding their space coopera-
tion at a meeting of their Civil
Space Joint Working Group
(CSJWG) held in Bengaluru last
week.

“The NASA invited ISROtojoin
its Moon Base programme, build-
ing on the two countries’ part-
nership under the Artemis

NASA invites India to join
Moon Base missicii

Accords,” according to a joint
press statement.

The two sides also agreed to
advancediscussionsforcooper-
ation on open scientific data
sharingunder theaccords, it said.

The meeting advanced civil
and commercial space cooper-
ation under the US-India
Transforming the Relationship
Utilising Strategic Technology
(TRUST) initiative.

The TRUST was unveiled in
February last year to promote
application of critical and emerg-
ing technologies in areas like
defence, artificial intelligence,

semiconductors, quantum,
biotechnology, energy, and
space.

“Bothsidesdiscussed expand-
ing cooperation following the
successful launch of the joint
NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar (NISAR) mission last year,
aswellaspursuing futurescience
and human space flight tech-
nology collaborations,” thejoint
statement said.



Navy’s next
generation patres:
vessel ‘Shruu’
launched

NEW.OELHI, Aug 11 (PTI)

NEXT Generation Offshore
Patrol Vessel (NGOPV) --
‘Shruti’ -- was launched on
Tuesday, marking yet
another significant mile-
stone in Indian Navy’s pur-
suit towards indigenous
shipbuilding, officials said.

The construction of
NGOPVs is concurrently
being undertaken at two
shipyards -- Goa Shipyard
Limited (GSL) and Garden
Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers Ltd (GRSE),
Kolkata. Yard 3037 (‘Shruti’)
was launched at GRSE,
Kolkata in the presence of
Vice Admiral Sanjay Sadhu,
Controller of Warship
Production & Acquisition,
the Defence Ministry said.

The event reflected the
rich traditions and ethos of
the Indian Navy.

These indigenously
designed and built ships
will augment the existing
vessels for multi-domain
operations, such as mar-
itime surveillance, search
and rescue, protection of
offshore assets, humanitari-
an assistance and disaster
relief (HADR) and anti-pira-
cy missions, the officials
said. These ships derive
their name from India’s rich
heritage, with the new ship
being named ‘Shruti’ refer-
ring to four Vedas, the
Ministry said.




Nepal, India ink
MoUs for projects
worth over
NRs 800 zullion

KATHMANDU, Aug 11 (PTI)

INDIA on Tuesday pledged
over Nepali Rs 800 million
to Nepal for eight high-
impact development proj-
ects in areas including edu-
cation, health and agricul-
ture. Agencies of the Nepal
Government signed MoUs
for eight different projects
across the country through
grant assistance of Nepali
Rs 803 million from India,
said a press release issued
by the Indian Embassy.

The projects include the
digitalisation of BP Koirala
Institute of Health and
Sciences in Sunsari district,
construction of Krishi
Utpadan Sankalan Tatha
Bikri Kendra in Bhojpur dis-
trict and a Municipal
Agricultural and Livestock
Centre Building in
Dhading district.
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Border issue will
reflect on bilateral
ties: Delhi to Beij

- Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Arunactal-Rre” |
desh is indisputably an inte- |
gral and inalienable part of
India, govt asserted Tuesday
_inresponsetoBeijing'srejec- |
tion of its decision toformal-
ly identify and map 27 places
in the state. Following recent
reports about fresh border
tensions, govtalsoreiterated =2
that “the state of border affa- === I
jrs will reflect on the state of ~ Arunachal is an integral and
largerbilateralties”. inalienable part of India, and this
‘The home ministry had ~ isaself-evident fact, MEA said
1last week identified 27 loca- _
tions in Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu had deni-
by “standard place and featu- ed there wasany such incur-
‘re names” on the official . sionby Chinesetroops.
‘maps of Survey of India, say- The MEA said India had
' ing this would facilitate their always emphasised that the
‘acouraterecognitionandbet-  maintenance of peace in bor-
awarenessamongthepub-  er
China, which has atleast 1O
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