inder PMAY-U’

‘Over 1 cr houses delivered to urban poor

NEW DELHI, Aug 9 (IANS)

PRADHAN Mantri Awas Yojana
—Urban (PMAY-U) has achieved
another significant milestone
with the sanction of more than
1.25 crore houses, of which more
than 1 crore houses have been
completedand delivered to ben-
eficiaries across the country,
according to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs on Sunday.

As many as 2.09 lakh houses
weresanctioned lastweek under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban 2.0 foreconomically weak-
er section (EWS) families across
the States and Union Territories
(UTs) of Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jammu
and Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, the
statement said.

The approval was given at the
eighth meeting of the Central
Sanctioning and Monitoring
Committee under PMAY-U 2.0
held at Sankalp Bhawan here

Satendra Singh, Department of
Urban Development Secretary
under Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) to review
the scheme’s progress and
approve additional housing pro-
posals sent by States and UTs,
the statement said.

Around 1.42 lakh houses have
been  sanctioned  under
Beneficiary Led Construction
(BLC) vertical of the scheme,
wherein financial assistance of
up to Rs 2.5 lakh is provided to

Pradhan Mantrl Aw..a Yojana

under the chairmanship of

beneficiaries to construct puc-
ca houses on their own land.

Meanwhile, 67,045 housesare
for Affordable Housing in
Partnership (AHP) vertical, under
which affordable housing
projects are developed by pub-
lic/private agencies in partner-
ship with States and UTs, with
eligibleEWS beneficiaries receiv-
ing Central assistance for
allotted houses.

With the latest approvals, the
total number of houses sanc-
tioned under PMAY-U 2.0 has

crossed 18.381akh, of which 14.40
lakh are BLC houses and 2.48
lakh are AHP while 1.36 lakh
houses are allotted to Interest
Subsidy Scheme (ISS) vertical
beneficiariesand 13,046 are sanc-
tioned as Affordable Rental
Housing (ARH). The MoHUA
Secretary undertook a compre-
hensive review ofthe progress of|
the scheme, assessing the pace
ofimplementationacrossStates
and UTs, timely grounding and
completionofsanctioned hous-
es, geo-tagging, fund utilisation,
beneficiary verification, occu-
pancy statusand overall progress
under PMAY-Uand PMAY-U 2.0,

He emphasised the need for
expeditious implementation,
timely release of funds, effective
monitoring and close coordina-
tion among all stakeholders,
including the beneficiaries, to
ensure that the benefits of the
scheme reach every eligible
urban family.

Beyond creating housing
assets, PMAY-U 2.0 is fostering
social inclusion, improved liv-
ing conditions and enhanced
economic security for lakhs of]
urban families.




8 political parties iei:i hands to
form ‘Progressive Front’ in Nepal

B By Shirish B Pradhan
KATHMANDU, Aug 9 (PTI)

EIGHT Nepalese political par-
ties have announced the forma-
tionofanew alliancenamed the
‘Progressive Front’ based on
“shared political issuesand com-
mon agendas.”

Thealliance was announced at
aprogrammeheldin Kathmandu
on Saturday comprising Janata
Samajbadi Party (JSP), Janamat
Party (JP), Aam Janata Party
(AJP), Nagarik Unmukti Party
Nepal (NUPN), Pragatishil
Loktantrik Party (PLP), Nepal
Sanghiya Samjawadi Party
(NSSP), Bahujan Samajbadi Party
Nepal (BSPN) and Khmbuwan
Rastriya Morcha (KRM).

According to a statement
issued by the Progressive Front,
theallianceis preparingto move

forward on the basis of shared
political issues and common
agendas. The formation comes
amid ongoing efforts among
Madhesh-based parties and
some otherfringe partiestoforge
political collaborationand coop-
eration. The front aims to work
for the formation ofa“just,inclu-
siveand discrimination-lessuni-
fied society” by ending all types
ofdiscrimination and anomalies
irrespective of the people’s castes,
creed and classes, the statement
said. “The front also aims to insti-
tutionalise and develop a feder-
al, democratic, republic gover-
nance system and an inclusive
democratic system in practical
terms,” it said.

The alliance also seeks to
ensure equal and proportionate
representation based on popu-
lation in the Parliament, both

the Houseof Representatives and
the National Assembly, as well
as provincial assemblies. The
front said itaims to end all types
of exploitation, inequalities and
discriminationagainst Madhesis,
ethnic groups, Dalits, women,
Tharu, Muslims, backward class-
es and sexual minorities.

According to experts, the new
alliance is expected to have an
impact on Nepal’s political sce-
nario despite not having repre-
sentation in the federal
Parliament.

Those who signed the joint
statementinclude UpendraYadav
from JSP, CK Raut from Janamat
Party, Prabhu Sah from AJP,
Resham Chaudhari from NUPN,
Santosh Pariyar from PLP, Rijwan
Ansarifrom NSSP, Harinandah K
Ranjan from BSPN and Ram
Kumar Rai from KRM.



Russian Dy PM calls for rail *site to Indian Ocean

MOSCOW, Aug 9 (PTI)

RUSSIA needs to create a rail-
way route to the Indian Ocean
toreducedependenceonstrate-
gically sensitive maritime choke-
points like the Strait of Hormuz
and Bosphorus Strait, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Marat
Khusnullin has said.

His comments cameamid the
conflict in West Asia, which has
severely disrupted shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz --
a waterway through which
roughly one-fifth of the world’s
energy supplies pass in normal
times. “A rail link to the Indian
Ocean should also be explored.
Risks related to the Bosphorus
and the Strait of Hormuz might
require alternative routes:
through Turkmenistan, Iran,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Any
options providing access to India
are acceptable,” Khusnullin told
Russia’s state-run ‘TASS news
agency’ on Thursday.

While .ie
Sttt of
Hormuzcon-
nects the
Persian Gulf
and the Gulf
of Oman, the
Bosphorus
Strait con-
nects the

Marat Khusnullin

Black Seatothe Seaof Marmara.
Turkiye, which controls the
Bosphorus Strait, has said it
remains open amid heightened
CONCerns.

The proposalcomesas Russia
faces growing Western pressure
over its energy exports, with the
US Senate on July 29 advancing
legislation that could impose

steep tariffson countries, includ-
ing India, that continue to buy
Russian oil and gas.

The proposal could also have
wider geopolitical implications,
given its potential to pass
through Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan and provide Russiawith
an alternative overland con-
nection to the Indian Ocean.

‘US sanctions on

NEW DELHI, Aug 9 (PTI)

A US Senate vote to advance
tougher sanctions on Russia
raises the risk of disruption to
Russian crude supplies but is
unlikely to immediately alter
oil flows to India and China,
according to Kpler analyst
Sumit Ritolia.

The US Senate on Friday
passed a bipartisan Russia
sanctions bill that would give

Russia may affect oil supplies to India’

President Donald Trump
authority to impose tariffs of
up to 100 per cent on impor(s
from countries that are among
the world’s largest buyers of
Russian oil and gas.

The Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026
targets the five biggest pur-
chasers of Russian energy and
is aimed at cutting Moscow's
revenues fromoil and gas sales.

The measure still needs to

clear the US House of
Representatives and faces fur-
ther legislative and adminis-
trative steps before it could
take effect. According to Ritolia,
the measures still face further
legislative and administrative
hurdles, while theirimpactwill
dependlargely onhow aggres-
sively the US administration
implements them, including
whether it grants exemptions
or waivers,




Kusha missile test brings india
closer to self-reliancs: Report

NEW DELHI, Aug 9 (IANS)

THE first test of the Kusha long-
range surface-to-air missile sys-
tem is set to bring India closer
to self-reliance and be akey part
of Sudarshan Chakra, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s two-
phase Mission foramultilayered
national defence umbrella,
against ballistic missiles, fighter
aircraft,drones and otherthreats
by 2035, a media report said.
“India’s first test of its Kusha
long-range surface-to-air mis-
silesystemisseenasamilestone
that could pave the way for New
Delhi to bolster its home-grown
airdefencenetworkand meet the
challenges of future conflicts,” the

report by the Sewih China
Morning Post sa°.

[t cited IAPS Air Marshal Ravi
Capalilishna Kapoor (retd) as
saying that Kusha could be inte-
grated into the country’s air
defence architecture easily as it
was a domestically developed
system.

“The threats are multiplying
with the proliferation of drones
and missiles, further complicat-
ed by fifth-generation fighters.
The best way of air denial is to
have a robust integrated multi-
layered air defencesystem capa-
ble of detecting, identifying,
engagingand destroyingintrud-
ers,” Kapoor said, as per the
report.

He also said that Kusha could
complement Russia’s S-400
Triumfsurface-to-airmissile sys-
tems as part of the outermost
umbrella of India’s air defence,
with the short-to-medium range
surface-to-air missiles such as
the Akash being partoftheinner
layer, the report added.

“At the same time, the Kusha
could also play a limited offen-
siverole to preventenemies from
launching their weapons, as
shown during Operation Sindoor,
Kapoor added, citing the need
to counter modern aircraft such
as the Chinese next-generation
advanced fighters equipped with
long-range air-to-air missiles,”
it said.



Houthis claim
attacks on
Saudi Arabian
oil facility an4
Yemeni psirt

SANAA, Aug 9 (AP)

YEMEN'’S Houthis attacked acru-
cial port on the Red Sea, killing
people and further escalatingthe
conflictover strategic waterways
inthe Middle East. They also said
they attacked an oil facility on
Sunday in south-western Saudi
Arabia, the latest attack by the
[ranian-backed rebels on the
kingdom.

Meanwhile, Iranhas madenew
demands about the restart of
negotiations and the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz, the
Pentagon is pressing the US
defence industry to accelerate
production of weapons, and
[srael is insisting it won't with-
draw from Gaza until Hamas dis-
arms. Here’s a look at develop-
ments across the Middle Easton
Sunday.




BrahMos emerges as India’s efence
export star after Op Sindoor: Report

NEW DELHI. Aug 9 (IANS)

THE accuracy and lethality of
the BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile played a crucial role in
prompting Pakistanto swiftly call
for a ceasefire during Operation
Sindoor, as the weapon demon-
strated its capability to success-
fully evade Chinese-origin air
defence systems deployed by it,
according to a new report.

The battlefield performance
of the missile subsequently trig-
gered keen interest among sev-
eral countries seeking to
strengthen their defence capa-
bilities, according to a report
published by The Week.

India had earlier signed a $375-
million agreement with the
Philippines in January 2022 to
supply three BrahMos missile
batteries. Following Operation
Sindoor, negotiations with oth-
er prospective buyers also gath-
ered pace.

Vietnam has concluded adeal

estimated at $629 million, while
Indonesia has also finalised an
agreement believed to be worth
between $200 million and $300
million.

Thereportmentioned thatthe
BrahMos project traces its ori-
gins to 1997. At the time, AP ]
Abdul Kalam, who was then
heading the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) and serving as the head
of the Integrated Guided Missile

Development Programme
(IGMDP), was overseeinga pro-
gramme whosefive flagship mis-
sile systems -- Prithvi, Agni,
Akash, Trishul and Nag -- did not
includeaterrain-hugging cruise
missile.

This gap eventually paved the
way for the development of
BrahMos, a supersonic cruise
missilejointlydeveloped by India
and Russia, according to The
Week report.

It said that in 1997, a team of]
27 Indian representatives, com-
prisingDRDO scientists, officials
from Government defence com-
panies and representatives ofthe
private sector, travelled to a mil-
itary-industrial facility in Reutov,
a small township located out-
side Moscow. The team studied
anengine that powered a Russian
cruise missile, with Russian
authorities willing to share the
technology with India.

The engine was used to pow-
er Russia's Onyx supersonic
cruise missile, while work was|
underway to further refine the
missile system. The Indian del-
egation spent nearly three
months in Russia assessing and
evaluating the technology.

Impressed by what they wit-
nessed, New Delhi subsequent-
lysigned an inter-Governmental
agreement with Russia in 1998
to establish what would eventu-
allybecome BrahMos Aerospace,
the report stated.




Ukrainian drone explodes In
Bulgaria near gas pipeline

SOFIA (Bulgaria), Aug 9 (AP)

ADRONE entered Bulgarian air-
space on Saturday and explod-
ed close to an international gas
pipelineshortly aftercrossing the
border from Romania. There were
no casualties or damage.

Drones strayinginto NATO air-
space have not been uncommon
since Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine. The Defence Ministry
in Sofia, Bulgaria’s capital, later
said there were indications the
drone was the kind used by
Ukrainian armed forces and that
the incident was likely acciden-
tal. Bulgaria and Romania are
both members of NATO and the
European Union.

A Ukrainian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said the Ukrainian

militarywaslookinginto tha".c1-
dent but thac il deliber-
ately target Bulgaria. Heorhii
Tykhyi said on Saturday that
Ukraine and Bulgaria were in
“closecontact” to establish the cir-
cumstances of the incident.

Bulgaria’s Prime Minister
Rumen Radev said the drone
exploded justafter5amabout 100
metres (109 vyards) inside
Bulgarian territory. It was not
detected or identified while fly-
ing through either Romanian or
Bulgarian airspace.

“There are no casualties or
damage to buildings. The area
has been cordoned off. We con-
tinue to monitor the situation,”
Radev said following a govern-
mentemergency meeting. Radev
said the unmanned aerial vehi-

KYIV, Aug 9 (AP)

RUSSIA and Ukraine
exchanged strikes overnight
thatkilled civilians and injured
many others on both sides,
local authorities reported.
Large-scale Russian missile
strikeson Ukrainian cities have
become almost routine in
recent weeks, with Moscow
exploiting Ukraine'’s critical
shortage ofinterceptors forthe
US-madePatriot systems -- the
sole air defence weapon in its

7 killed in Russia, Ukraine strikes

arsenal able to shoot down bal-
listic missiles.

In the latest attacks,
Ukrainian drones killed five
people and injured two dozen
others, including a 4-year-old
boy, in Russia’s border region
of Belgorod, according to the
regional administration.

InKharkiv, Ukraine’ssecond-
largest city, Russian missiles
struck a high-rise apartment
block in the Saltivskyi district,
killing two peopleand injuring
13.

cle exploded around 200 metres
(218 yards) from a Romanian
compressor station, and about 1

kilometre (0.6 miles) from
Bulgaria's compressor station on
the Trans-Balkan gas pipeline.



Defence pact with Saudi, Pak not aimed
at Iran or any other sountry: Turkiye

ANKARA, Aug 9 (AP)

ADEFENCE agreement between
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and
Turkiyeisnotaimed against Iran
or any other country, Turkiye’s
Foreign Minister said Saturday,
describing the pactas animpor-
tant step toward regional stabil-
ity. Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed binSalman, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifsigned theagree-
ment in the Saudi holy city of
Mecca on Friday. It statesthatan
attack on one would be consid-
ered an attack on all three.

The “Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement” brings together oil-
rich Saudi Arabia and nuclear
power Pakistan as well as Turkiye,
whichhas NATO’s second-largest
army and a rapidly growing
defence industry. It deepens

wurkiye’s Foreign
Minister Hakan
Fidan insisted that
the three countries
do not view any
particular state as
an adversary unless
they take hostile
action against them

cooperation and deterrence ata
time of increased regional uncer-
tainty and threats from the war
in Iran.

In an interview with Turkiye’s
state-run Anadolu Agency,
Turkiye’s Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan insisted that the three

countries do not view any par-
ticular state as an adversary
unless they take hostile action
against them. “We don’t have
anything written down - noth-
ing we've signed - that defines a
common threat,” Fidan said. “Any
country that does not attack us
is not a target for us.”

The Turkishminister described
theagreement’s clause on mutu-
al defence as being “technically
the same” as NATO's Article 5,
under which an attack on one of
the32membersis considered an
attack on them all.

Asked how the mechanism
would work, Fidan said a mem-
ber would need to formally
request help and that the other
two countries’ assistance could
range from intelligence sharing
tologisticsupport -orthedeploy-
ment of military units depend-
ing on the threat.




#CheerdBharat: PM I2

NEW DELHI, Aug % (Agencies)

RIME Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday

met members of the Indian contingent that

returned  with  medals  from  the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and congrat-
ulated the athletes for their impressive perform-
ances at the multi-sport eveni.

“Those who play, will flourish, Always cheer for
Bharat, Bharat Mata Ki Jail," PM Narendra Modi
posted on Instagram. Modi shared a short video
clip of his interaction with the medallists on
. !, describing the meetingas aspedal occa-
sionand praising the athletes formaking thecoun-
try proud. Later, the PM also tweeted about his
meeting with the athletes.

“Delighted to host our outstanding medal win-
ners from the Commonwealth Games 2026 at 7,
Lok Kalyan Marg, Heard about their experiences
from the Games. Each one of them has made our
nation proud through their exceptional perform-
ances, Their success will motivate many young-
sters,” Modi posted on'X’ whilesharing some pho-
tographs of the meeting.

Amongthosewhointeracted with Prime Minister

l'F:

was boxer Sakshi Chaudbary, who won the gold
medalin thewomen's 51kgcategoryat the Games.
India enjoyved a sirong campaign in Glasgow, fin-
ishing with 39 medals, including 13 gold. Sakshi,
said: "Ourhonourable PMsirhas welcomed allthe
medallists from the Commonwealth Games and
we are feeling very proud of this. We have really
enjoyed meeting him, he is very humble.”

Madi, while interacting with the athletes, said:
“Jo khelega, wohkhilega. Always cheer for Bharat.”

The Prime Minister spoke to the medallists and
congratulated them for their efforts,

India’s boxing contingent enjoyed a particular-
lysuccessful campaign, with the country’s pugilists
winninga record haul of 10 medals at the Glasgow
Games. Sakshi was among the seven Indian box-
ers who returned with gold. India finished fourth
in medal standings with 38 medals (13 gold, 17sil-
ver and nine branze) despite competing in a sig-
nificantly reduced programme that excluded medal-
rich sportssuch aswrestling, badminton, table ten-
nis, hockey and shooting, Tndia's boxing contingent
returned from Glasgow with seven gold and three
silver medals, with the seven gold medals coming
from Preeti Pawar (34kg), Jaismine Lamboria {37kgl,

is CWG medallists

Sakshi Chaudhary (51kg), Priva Ghanghas (60kg),
Arundhati Choudhary (70kg), SachinSiwach (60kg)
and Ankush Panghal (B0kg). The three silvermedal-
lists were Jadumani Singh (55kg), Olympic medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain (75kg) and Narender Berwal
{90+kg). The seven gold medals also marked the
best-ever performance by Indian women boxers
al the Commonwealth Games.

Indian judo contingent also produced its best-
ever Commenwealth Games performance. India
participated in 12 judo events in Glasgow and won
four medals—two gold, onesilver and one bronze,
compared to three medals, with no gold, in 2022,
The breakthrough wasled by Khelo India athletes
Asmita Dey and Harsh Singh, who ereated histo-
ry by winning Indias first-ever Commnnwealth
Games gold medals in judo. Asmita became the
first Indian woman judoka to winCommonwealth
Games gold, while Harsh became the first Indian
male judoka to achieve the feat. Athletics deliv-
ered 10 medals, comprising five sitver and five
branze, Gulveer Singh became the first Tndian track
and field athlete to win two individual medals at
asingle Commonwealth Games, elaiming sitver in
the men's 10,000m and bronze in the 5,000m.




