Trump halts Iran rikes
after* progre

‘Tehran Sought
Time To Finalise
Parameters’

Chidanand Rajghatta | nn

Washington: US President
Donald Trump Sunday an-
nounced vet again that he
was calling off a threatened
American military strikeon
Iran for now in the diploma-
tic equivalent of hitting the
brakes on sighting a speed
cameraonthe highway.
After warning that the
US was “locked and loaded”
with military power “not se-
en since World War II”,
Trumpdeclared on Truth So-
cial that he is cancelling the
attack because Iran and se-
veral countries in West Asia
had requested time to finali-
se what he described as the
“parametersof adeal”.

The proposed understan-
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dent, would mclude

mediate reopening
Strait of Hormuz andz
toIran’snuclear threat. “Ge
towork, everybody, and get it

DONE,” Trump exhorted, }
cappmg another

turn in a presidency whem “declar
foreign policy increasingly just
resembles a rollercoaster de-
signed by aroguealgorithm,
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Pak Govt made every effort
to dismantle goodwill uraer

Indus Water Treatv: «

WASHINGTON, Aug 2 (PTI)

THE Indus Water Treaty was
signed in the spirit of goodwill
and friendship, and Pakistan
spenthalfacenturydismantling
it, India’s envoy to the US Vinay
Mohan Kwatra said.

In an article published in
Newsweek magazine, Kwatra said
India’sdecisiontokeep the Indus
Water Treaty (IWT) in abeyance
merely acknowledged what
Pakistan’s conduct had already
destroyed. Kwatra's article came
daysafter Pakistan hosted acon-
ference recentlyto protest India’s
decision to hold the IWT in
abeyance on April 23 last year, a
day after Pakistan-trained ter-
rorists killed 26 people, most of
them tourists, at Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“It is worth remembering that
the treaty’s preamble declares it
wasconcluded ‘inaspiritofgood-
will and friendship’. Pakistan
spent half a century dismantling
that goodwilland friendship. The
abeyance merely acknowledges
what Pakistan’s conduct had
already destroyed,” the envoy
said. TheIWT, signed by Indiaand
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Pakistanin 1960, gave New Delhi
controloverthree of the sixIndus
basinrivers that carry roughly 20
percent of the basin’s water, while
Islamabad gotrights torivers that
carry roughly 80 per cent.

“Thatasymmetry stifled devel-
opment for decades in Indian
regions that could have benefit-
ed frombetterwaterrights. India
honoured the treaty anyway,”
Kwatra said.

He said Pakistanresponded by
launching wars against India in
1965, 1971 and in 1999; and
through decades of persistent
hostility and cross-border ter-
rorism, including an attack on
India’s Parliament in 2001,
Mumbai terror carnage in 2008,
Uriand Pathankotattacksin2016,
the Pulwama attack in 2019 and
the Pahalgam attack in 2025.




IAF concludes
drill in Pokkiran

JAISALMER, Aug 2 (PTI)

THE Indian Air Force (1A% on Sunday concluded its week-long exer-
ciseat the Pokhran Field Firing Range, showcasing its combat readi-
ness and counter-drone
warfarecapabilities, offi-
cials said.

According to defence
sources in Rajasthan, the
exercise, Rotor Clapp-III,
was conducted on the
theme of ‘Counter
Unmanned Aerial
Systems (Counter-UAS)’.
Multiplehelicopterunits
of the IAF took part in it. The primary objectwe of the drill was to
test operational concepts against emerging aerial threats and
strengthen combat preparedness in an evolving battlefield envi-
ronment, sources said.

The exercise focused on enhancing the operational capabilities
of the IAF’s helicopter fleet to counter growing threats posed by
unmanned aerial systems (UAS). It also assessed strategies, tech-
niques and procedures for integrated helicopter operations under
simulated real combat conditions.







Ebola outbreak
in DR Congo
spiralling out of
contiol: WHO

GENEVA, Aug 2 (ANI/'WAM)

THE World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
warned that the Ebola out-
break in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
remains out of control, with
the epidemiological situa-
tion continuing to deterio-
rate and the risk of cross-
border transmission to
neighbouring countries
increasing.

In a statement, the organ-
isation said that the out-
break is now the largest
Ebola outbreak ever report-
ed in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. As of
30th July 2026, a total of
3,605 confirmed cases,
including 1,587 deaths, have
been reported, correspon-
ding to a crude case fatality
ratio (CFR) of 44%.

The continued increase in
cases, expanding geographic
spread, and persistently
high mortality underscore
the rapidly evolving nature
of this public health emer-
gency. During the most
recent complete reporting
week (epidemiological week
30), the highest weekly
number of reported cases
(567) and deaths (296) to
date were recorded, under-
scoring the exceptional pace
of transmission.

The convergence of inse-
curity, population displace-
ment and mobility, and
cross-border movements
complicates response oper-
ations and increases the risk
of further geographical

spread.




Indian Navy launches final
DSC A24 vessel in-Kolkata

NEW DELHI, Aug 2 (IANS)

THE Indian Navy has launched
DSC A24, the fifth and final ves-
sel under the Diving Support
Craft (DSC) Project, marking
another milestone in the coun-
try’s indigenous naval ship-
building programme.

The vessel was launched on
Saturday at M/s Titagarh Rail
Systems Limited (TRSL) in
Kolkata by Kamal Singh in the
presence of Vice Admiral
Gurcharan Singh, Chief of
Personnel. The launch ceremo-
nywas conducted with full naval
traditions and attended by sen-
ior officials of the Indian Navy
and TRSL.

The Navy said the “Fifth ship
of Diving Support Craft Project,
DSC A24” was launched on
August 1 and highlighted that
the vesselis “equipped with state-
of-the-art diving systems and is
tailor-madeforconductingoper-
ational dives.” The spokesper-
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The DSC A24 before being launched

son further said the Diving
Support Craft are “a testament
to engineering excellence and
indigenous capability” and are
“proud flag bearers of the Make
inIndiainitiative, strengthening
Indian Navy’s offshore diving
capabilities.”

According to the Ministry of
Defence, the five Diving Support
Craft are being constructed by
M/s Titagarh Rail Systems

Limited, Kolkata, in accordance
with the Naval Rules and
Regulationsofthe Indian Register
of Shipping (IRS). The Ministry
said the vessels feature a cata-
maran-hull form with an approx-
imate displacement 0f300t0 400
tonnes, offering superior stabil-
ity, enhanced deck space and
improved sea-keeping charac--
teristics, making themwell-suit-
ed for diving operations.




India approves just 1 Chinese
FDI proposal worth Rs 1 cr
in FY26; 13 from.iiong Kong

NEW DELHI, Aug 2 (PTI)

INDIA approved justone Chinese
FDI proposal worth Rs 1 crore,
while clearing 13 applications
fromHongKongworthRs610.42
crore in the last financial year,
according to official data.

These approvals are important
as investments from countries
sharing a land border with India
have been subject to prior
Government approval since April
2020 under Press Note 3 of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPI-
[T).

The measure was introduced
to curb opportunistic takeovers
and acquisitions of Indian com-
panies duringthe COVID-19pan-

demic.

Overall, the Government has
approved 63 FDI (foreign direct
investment) proposals worth Rs
10,292.67 crore, or USD 1.18
billion, during April2025-March
2026, according to the DPIIT
data.

Singapore emerged as the
largest source of approved FDI
proposalsinvalue terms, withfive
proposalsworth Rs 3,259.88crore
(USD 382.52 million) receiving
clearance.

This was followed by the UK,
where five proposals worth Rs
2,477.67 crore (USD 283 million)
were approved, and Thailand,
which received approval for two
proposals worth Rs 1,600 crore
(about USD 180 million).




