


India invites B’desh
PM to Brics Sumn

Ahsan Tasnim

Dhaka/New Delhi: As part
of Delhi’s broader approach
to enhancing global collabo-
ration and cooperation, India
has invited PM Tarique Rah-
man to attend the 18th Brics
Summit, which will focus
on global cooperation, trade,
and sustainable develop-
ment. India will host the sum-
mit in New Delhion Sept12-13.
Bangladesh state mini-
ster for foreign affairs Shama
Obaed Islam said Thursday
that the ministry had recei-
ved the invitation from the In-
dian side and forwarded it to
the Prime Minister’s Office,
without elaborating further.
PM Narendra Modi had
invited Tarique in Feb too,
after he took office. Tarique
has so far not appeared in
clined to take the political
risk of visiting India while
former PM Sheikh Hasina
remains on Indian soil,amid
concerns about a domestic
backlash, However, Bangla-
desh also aspires to become

Narendra Modi & Tarique Rahman

a Brics member and has

already received support

from China and Russia.

Both Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin are ex-
pected toattend the summit.

Tarique recently visited
Malaysiaand China, andalso
plans to travel to Japan and
the US for the UN General As-
sembly later this year. An of-
ficial confirmationof India’s
invitation is still awaited. In-
dia had also invited Bangla-
desh in 2016, the last time it
hosted the Brics summit in
person,asaBimstec member
for a Brics outreach session.

External affairs minister
S Jaishankar on Thursday
met Bangladesh foreign mini-

A Spoiler

sta'lﬂmhlmRahmonﬂ:s
sidelines of the Asean Regio-

‘nal Forum Foreign Ministers’
- Meeting in Manila. An offici-

al in Dhaka said the two mini-

asalargedemocraticcountry,
to address its internal issues

- and move towards a solution.

India’s Brics chairship is

guided by the theme “Buil-

ding for Resilience, Innova-
tion, Cooperation and Sustai-
nability”, reflecting a people-
centric approach articulated
by Modi at the 2025 Rio Sum-
mit. Brics comprises Brazil,
China, Egypt, Ethiopia, In-
dia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa
and the UAE as members.
The 17th Brics Summit
was held on July 6-7, 2025, in
Riode Janeiro in Brazil.
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Israel, Saudi are at opposite
ends on tourist arrivals

Saudi Arabia recorded the biggest gain in international tourist

arrivals in 2025 over 2019, helped by easier visas under its Vison 2030

plan. In the period that also saw the Covid pandemic, Israel — which
was involved in the Gaza conflict — clocked the steepest decline

Change in international tourist arrivals (2025 vs 2019)
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: anwhile stepped up their atta-
! cks as they vie for control of
i the strait, through which a
+ fifth of the world’s oil and gas
: transited in peacetime, setting
¢ off & scramble for alternative
: routes. Asthe US carried outa
¢ 12thnight of strikesacrossIr- nary peace agreement last
: an, President Trump threate- monththathassincecollapsed.
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i and major military punish- Iran,
3 mentwmbejnﬂicﬁedupon met wit
i teansoma.lmedla,

Sea, threatening to

. Trump Threatens ‘Major Mllltary Punishmen

! Cairo: Yemen's Iran-backed
! Houthirebelssaid they attack-
¢ ed two Saudi oil tankers in the
¢ Red Sea Thursday, potentially
! widening the Iran war. The
i Houthis have threatened to
i shut down another key trade
: route, with the world economy
: alreadyreelingfrom Iran’sclo-
: sureof theStraitof Hormuz.

Iran and the US have me-

Bab el-Mandeb, at the southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula, is a vital
shipping chokepoint connecting the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden. Around 12%
of the world's trade, including a fourth of global container traffic, passes
through there, moving between Europe and Asia via Egypt’s Suez Canal
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. ent” against the Houthis if th- of Irag, which has close ties to

: eirattacksonshipscontinue.  both the US and Iran, was in

: “Iftheydathisagam:the Te
: mﬂmttheHouthisamaSm- proj

As the rhetoric

It was thezr ﬁrst reported at-

struck two tankers, the Encelia
and the Layla, in the Red Sea,
leading to fires on both. There
were no reports of casualties.

Arabia, in the Red Sea.

outhis Attacks On Ships Continue
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'.'- nal. The state-run SaudiPress an
Agency reported an attack set tie
the Encelia ablaze overnight my
in the Red Sea. It did not men- prx
tion the Layla. The United by
Kingdom Maritime Trade msz
Operations Center, UKMTO, tec
said it received a report of a mil
tanker being struck by “an

unknown projectile” 130kmso- on
uthwest of Al Shuqaiq, Saudi  said

have

The Houthi attacks put at  clusi

risk oil shipments from Saudi
Arabia’s Yanbu port on the
Red Sea and present a “double
whammy™ on top of the dis-
ruption in the Strait of Hor-
muz, said maritime data and
analysis firm Lloyd’s List In-
telligence. Saudi Arabia has

- diverted millions of barrelsa
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this week in retaliation for the

is - kingdom’s blockade on Yemen

and a recent attack on the in-

id ternational airport in Yemen’s
mbel-heldcapﬂal Sanaa.

Babel Mandah, atthesout.

- an overland pipeline as the

‘war has bottled up the Persian
Gulf. The Houthi threats “rai-
ses questions on the viability
of this route,” Lloyd’s said in
slides accompanying an onli-
newebinar

ade of Israel, at the height af
the war in Gaza, they targeted
many vessels with little or no
connection tothat conflict, dis-
rupting global trade. ar

Russ
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Gujarat town records

India’s thlrd hlghes :

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: With 1,064mm,
Umbergaon in Gujarat’s
Valsad district witnessed
the third-highest rainfall
ever recorded in the coun-
try in 24 hours, said India
Meteorological Depart-
ment Thursday. On June 16,
1995, Sohra (Cherrapunji)
in Meghalayagot1,563.3mm
of rain, while Aminidivi in
Lakshadweep received
1,168.5 mm on May 6, 2004.
To put the figure into per-
spective, 944mm was record-
ed in Mumbai on July 26,
2005, after the cloudburst
that triggered the city’s wo-
rst floods in living memory.
A day earlier, Kaprada
in the same district had re-
corded 417mm in 24 hours.
Meteorologists attribut-
ed thedeluge toarare combi-

hation of favourable mon-
soon conditions. A large-
scale upper-air cyclonic cir-
culation over central India
shifted westwards towards
Rajasthan, while the mon-
soon trough remained south
of its normal position and
extended into the middle tro-
posphere. The system was
strengthened by the interac-
tion of a western disturbas-
nce over Jammu and the mo-
nsoon circulation, resulting

i persistent, high-intensity

rainfall over south Gujarat.
IMD said this combina-
tion of weather systems,
along with strong moisture-
laden winds from Arabian

- Sea, created conditions for

prolonged torrential rain
over Valsad, makingitoneof
the most extreme rainfall
events recorded in the coun-
try inrecentdecades. . -
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