Raise retirement age of
judicial officers frori 60
to 61 years: SC tcGovts

NEW DELHI, July 22 (PTI)

THE Supreme Court ox
Wednesday asked the States and
Union Territories to

| considerraising the age
of superannuation of
judicial officers from 60
to 61 years.
T3 A bench comprising
| ChiefJustice SuryaKant
= and justices Joymalya
& B¥= | Bagchi and V Mohana
~ passed the direction
while hearing a petition seeking
uniform enhancement of the
retirement age of district judici-
ary judges from 60 to 62 years
across the country.

“All State Governments and
UnionTerritories (UTs) aredirect-
ed to take a decision, in consul-
tation with their respective juris-
dictional high courts, on this
issue. In case they agree, judicial
officers in such states shall be
permitted to continue in service
up to the age of 61 years. Such

cortinuation shall remain sub-
sectto the final outcome of these
proceedings,” thebenchordered.

The provision will come into
effect from April 1, 2026.

While the retirement age of
Supreme Court judges is 65, the
high court judges superannuate
at the age of 62 years.

It also said that the interim
arrangementwould not prejudice
thefinal adjudication on thesub-
stantive legal question of whether
theretirementage of district judi-
cial officers should be uniform-
ly enhanced from 60 to 62 years
throughout the country.

“We clarify that the question
of law formulated at the outset
shall be decided by this court
independently, irrespective of
the stand that may be taken by
the statesor the high courts,” the
bench said.

It directed all states and UTs,
after consulting their respective
high courts, to place their stand
on record within two weeks.
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EAM meets Wang & joins C
meet in diplomatic

l 4-Nation Grouping Pushes Back

Against Beijing’s Assertiveness

ndia’s policy of “multi-
: Illicmnmt“ and strategic
autonomy was evident in

on the situa-
tion in East
China Sea and
South China
Sea, with Ja-
pan opposing any unilateral
attempt to change the status
guo by force or coercion and
expressing grave concerns
over export restrictions, in-
cluding on critical minerals.
The meeting took place
amid escalating China-Phil-
ippines tensions over another
flare-up in South China Sea.

Even in the absence of a

summit, Quad — comprising
Australia, India, Japan and
US — has remained functio-
nal with the foreign ministers
meeting for a second time this
year, after Delhi in May. Jais-
hankar, Rubio and their Aust-
ralian and Japanese counter-
parts, Penny Wong and Toshi-
mitsu Motegi, respectively,
met on the margins of Asean-
related meetings in Manila.

In a joint press release,
they reaffirmed their com-
mitment to strengthening a
freeand open Indo-Pacificand
their “unwavering” support
for Asean unity and central-
ity, while also declaring they
were united in their convic-
tion that peace and stability in

------------------------
..............................................................

rian assistance in support of
the implementation of Asean
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific.

According to a Japanese

readout, the ministers looked
forward to the convening of
the next Quad Leaders’ Sum-
mit. However, there was no
word on the dates. Unlike the
joint statement issued in Del-
hi, the press release made no
mention of the summit. With
President Donald Trump un-
likely to visit India this year, it
is now expected to take place
only on the margins of the
G20 summit in the US in Dec.

The foreign ministers are
likely to meet again on the si-
delines of a G20 ministerial
in Atlanta in Oct.

“US, India, Australia and
Japan shareavisionof afree
and open Indo-Pacific that is
grounded in the rule of law,
sovereignty, and territorial
integrity,” said Rubio in a
post on X, adding that strong
cooperation was vital to sup-
porting Asean’sown priority
and centrality in the region.

US ambassador Sergio
Gor, who joined Rubio for the
Quad meeting, said there was
a very productive discussion
on delivering results related
to a free and open Indo-Paci-
fic. “Our four nations share a
common vision,"” he said.

reliability,

xternal affairs minister

S Jaishankar has under-

lined the significance of
fair market access, trade ba-
lance and supply chain relia-
bility in a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart, Wang
Yi, while welcoming recent
measures to normalise Sino-
Indian ties like upgrading of
the visa framework and re-
sumption of direct
flights, Kailash pilgri- |
mage and border trade.

In a meeting on the F
margins of Asean eve-
nts in Manila, Jaishan-
kar also stressed that E
border peace would re-
main a prerequisite for
normal ties. Ahead of
the Brics summit India
will host in Sept, he
thanked Wang for Chi-
na’s support for India’s
presidency. While a final con-
firmation from Beijing is still
awaited, President Xi Jinping
is likely to attend.

Ties have improved since
PM Narendra Modi and Xi
met in Kazan in 2024. Howe-
ver, for India, addressing eco-
nomic friction, including the
$100 billion trade imbalance,
is an essential next step.

“Fair market access and
trade balance ranks high in
that regard, There are also
concerns about predictabili
ty of supply chains, Facilita
ting both official and people
to-people exchanges merit
our attention, Wealso need to
agree on the meetings of va.
rious mechanisms and plat-
forms as per our mutual prio
rities,” said the minister.

. Jaishankar said the issue
of peace at the border would
need constant attention, “It is

...........

access, supply-chain
China told

EAM talks of trade
with Rubio, sailors
with Sergey Lavrov

Jaishankar had a meeting

with his Marce Rubie on the
sidelines of Asean in Manila,
focusing on issues related to
trade and tariffs along with the
critical minerals partnership.
According toaUs readout,
they agreed on the importance
of finalising the interim
trade deal, whichis

finalising key defence
agreements to fulfil
commitments made
between President
Donald Trump and PM
Narendra Modi. “Our
relationship with India
is vitally important.”
said RubioonX.

The US ambassador
to India said Rubio may visit
this year. Jaishankar said the
meet focused on priority areas
for India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership.

Ina meeting with his
Russia counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov, Jaishankarreiterated
India’s strong concerns about
the safety of Indian seafarers.
He said they also
trade, energy and SCieNCe. T~
A —————

natural that... India and Chi-
na would have their own par
ticular interests: m;;isd\;h_h}’
our leaders agtwﬂ ; of
rences -hullld ndwe (ﬁS'
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Paklstan leverages

i Washington: Pakistan has
¢ quietly

: approached  the
! Trump administration for a

¢ $10 billion “exchange stabili-

¢ sation facility” afinancial li-

i felinethat would shore up its

: fragile economy even as Isla-

: mabad seeks to capitalise on

: its renewed diplomatic im-
¢ portance in West Asia.

The request, first reported
Scott

: treasury secretary
Bessentandemrisionsaﬂw

vear facility designed to
sﬂmgthen?akistnn‘sfomm

5 exchange reserves and ease

: pressure on its rupee. US so-

e msmnhasbeenmade.

XIELIaT]

! comparable exchange
: sation facilities toonly two co- °

If thaarrange-" '

mentwouldbeunusualbecau-  “h:
: sé since 2002 the US treasury im
extended

: department has

stabili-

: untries — to Argentina more

: meenﬂyandwllruguayinme- :

: tan’sattempttoconvertrecent

: diplomaticrole intoeconomic

; gains after it played mediator
: infacilitating contacts betwe-
: en Washington and Tehran,
: prompting jibes in Indian qu-
5 artersabout extracting broke-

: ragefeeor“hafta” (extortion).
For Pakistan, the econo-

i mic stakes are considerable

: given the country narrowly

i avoided sovereign default in
: 2023 after securing an IMF

¢ bailout and emergency assi-
i stance from friendly govts.

: Although the country’s ma-
: croeconomicindicators have
i improved modestly, foreign

i exchange reserves remain
¢ vulnerable, external debt re-
: payments are substantial,

: and the economy continues
: to de

.-':

ily on repea-
: ted financial infusions from

i theusualsuspects-IMF, Chi-
5 na, Saudiu%rabia and the

i United Arab Emirates,

.
®  srassssansesmana GesmsEEEE sessnses sessssreen
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Pak FM Muhammad Aurangzeb
with US treasury secy Scott
Bessent in Washington Tuesday

Such recurring dependen
ce has long shaped Pakistan s
economic reputation as a co-
untry with a begging bowl
approach. Since the 1950s, suc-
cessive govts haverelied on fo-
reignaid, multilaterallenders

i ; urces say the proposal is un-
: der consideration and no de-

ity could also provide Was-

hington greater leverage at a
timewhen Chinahasemerged
as Pakistan’s principal strate-
gicand economic partner.
Critics in Washington, ho-
wever, are likely to question
the wisdom of extendingsuch
support to a country that has
repeatedly required interna-
tional bailouts. Some lawma-
kers may also argue that scar-
ce US resources should be di-
rected toward domestic prio-
rities rather than another
rescue package for Islama-
bad, with memories of the co-
unu'yharbouﬂngandhoam
Al Qaeda terrorists. There's
also the personal financial an-
gle given the close ties Pakis-
tan has cultivated with Ame-
rican “cryptobros,” including
Trump family and friends.
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 Anurag Jain name

rv of Madhya Pr , as chief executive officer
(CEO) of Niti Aayog for two years. Centre’s premi-
er think tank has been witheut a full-time CEO
since BVR Subramanyan’s term ended last Feb.
Jain comes with varied experience across mini-
stries, having worked in department of financial
P services at the time of the launch of
* = ] PM JanDhan Scheme over a decade
%, a] ago.After that he moved to the PM’s
; Office, before taking charge as DDA
vice-chairperson. He also had stints ..
" in the department for the promotion
W8 of industry and internal trade whe-
re he worked on PM Gati Shakti, using it as a key to-
ol for holistic infrastructure development, and the
transport and highways ministry as secretary.
_Hewilljoin within months of reconstitution of
Niti Aayog, which now hasanew vice-chairperson
newmembers, barring Rajiv Gauba. T
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aand China,
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‘\Tepal PM Balendra

Shah is set to break his

self-imposed rule of av-
oiding one-on-one meetings
with foreign diplomats by hol-
ding separate talks with Indi-
an ambassador Naveen psm
Srivastavaand Chinese ',_ _
ambassador Zhang Ma-
| omingthisweek,areset [
that comesasgovtfaces 8%

growing street protests [t E

{ and guestions over its
early policy choices.

The two meetings are ex-
pected to be held on the same
day,anarrangementmeantto
signal that both India and
China remain central to Ne-
pal’s foreign policy.

Shah took office on March
27 after riding a Gen Z-driven
political wave that promised a

cal order, i

power were marked by an unu-
sualdiplomatic posture. He av-
oided individual meetings
with envoysand visiting offici-
als who would ordjnarﬂy ex-
pect one-on-one access to head

of govt including India’s fore-

= ign secretary Vikram
d Misri, whose Kath-
1| mandu visit was post-
| poned after Shah decli-
ned to meet him. It was
the same story with se-
nior US diplomats, in-
cluding assistant secretary of
state Samir Paul Kapur, who
visited Kathmandu in April.
Shah’s aides had framed
the approach as a “new proto-
col” under which the PM wo-
uld not hold one-on-one mee-
tings with foreign officials be-
low foreign minister level, lea-
ving such engagements to

foreign ministry channels or 5’
collective briefings. .

Shah did receive ambassa- :
dors and heads of diplomatic :

‘missions collectively on April :

8. At that meeting, attended by :
representatives from 17 count- :
ries and the UN, he spoke of a :
“balanced foreign policy” and :
relations based on “trust, mu- :
tual respect and shared pro- :
sperity”. His govt later presen- :
ted the format as part of stric- :
terenforcementof Nepal's “di- :
plomatic code of conduct”.

Officials said the decision :
to begin separate meetings :
with India and China wasdeli- :
berate. “It is natural to begin :
with ambassadors of our two :
neighbours given Nepal’s fore- :
ign policy priorities,” an offici- :
al said, adding that scheduling :
the meetings on the same day :
was meant to avoid any per- :
ception of preference. :
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Assam floods worsen
so far, 100+ rep

Pnbhnh@timesuﬁndia.cnm

Guwahati: Atleast 31 people
died and over 100 were re-

: ported missing in Assam

: Wednesday as flooding trig-
: gered by a cloudburst in

¢ neighbouring Nagaland and
: continuous rainfall turned

: catastrophic,affecting8lakh
: people in 16 districts and tak-
: ingthemonsoon toll toover50.

Sivasagar reported 20 of

: these casualties, including
: four women and two chil-
: dren, while adjoining Char-
: aideo accounted for five.
: Two people died in Golaghat
: and one in Jorhat. All four
: districts border Nagaland.
: The Assam State Disaster
: Management Authority said
: riversinthesedistricts were
: in spate, inundating roads,
farmlands and homes.

Chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who toured the
affected districts, described

- the disaster as “unpreceden-

i ted” and announced ex gra-

tia C
ilies of those who died in
flood-related incidents.

“A cloudburst triggered

exceptionally heavy rainfall
in Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland, with precipitation
of 141% and 181% above nor-
mal, respectively. The result-
ingunprecedented discharge
of floodwaters into Assam
has inundated districts that
have witnessed little to no
flooding in recent history,”
Sarma posted on X. “Large
areas are still under water,
and we are reaching out to
all those affected to help
them tide over this crisis.”

Thefull extent of thedam-

ageisyettobeassessed assev-
eral areas remain inaccessi-
ble. “Sofar, we havereportsof
about 100 people missing in
Sivasagardistrict,” hesaid.
In Sivasagar, 3.6 lakh peo-
ple have been directly affect-
ed by flooding. Another 5.6
lakh people across Charai-
deo, Jorhat, Biswanath, Dhe-

bl vl
Since Tuesday, rescue teams have
saved more than 6,000 people in

4 Upper Assam districts

"maji, Dibrugarh, Golaghat,

Kamrup, Kamrup Metropol-
itan, Karbi Anglong, Na-

‘gaon, Sivasagar and Tinsu-

kia districts have suffered
theravages of flooding.

- Acknowledging com-
plaints over delayed relief,
Sarma said many villages re-
main cut off and assured af-
fected families of rehabilita-

1l « mained above the d:

ad |

missing

tion and livelihood support.
Officials said 273 relief
camps and distribution cen-
tres are operational in 10 dis-
tricts, sheltering over 12,200
displaced people. Since Tues-
day, the Army, NDRF, SDRE,
fire services and police have
rescued more than 6,000
people in Charaideo, Golagh-
at, Jorhat and Sivasagar.
Preliminary  estimates
show 872 villages and 24,210
hectares of agricultural land
have been submerged, with
extensive damagetoembank-
ments, roads, bridges and
other public infrastructure.
The Brahmaputra re-
T lev-
el at Neamatighat in Jorhat,
while its tributaries Buridih-
ing and Dhansiri were also
flowing above the red mark.
The Met department has
issued a yellow alert for As-
sam, with thunderstormsand
heavy rainfall forecast over
the next four days. Although
theupper cyclonic circulation
over central Assam and ad-
joining Nagaland has weak-
ened, the weather office
warned that localised heavy
raincould aggravate flooding.




