‘Sansad Chalo’ violence: Protesters’ chat messages, ‘secret

Cockrmoach Janata Party (CJP) supporters gather during a p«:um damanding the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over alleged imegul

Dethi on Tuesday.
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AS DELHI Police have begun its
investigation into CIMs 'Sansad
Clyaaho’ march, which lurned vio-
lent on Monday, some chat mes-
suges  allegedly  eschanged
hetween protestershave cometo
light suggesting prepamtions to
malntain connectivity during o
possible Internetshutdown, while
v 1 vl

sonnel and 70 protesters injured
and over 15 to 20 Government
vehicles damaged. “After reach-
ing the protest site you might
not get network in your device
Police st timealso used network
{ammers and this dme oo cm
o so. However {1 is very impor-
tant to stay connected to the
group you carme with,” rend ane

1o sacrifice lives for the cause,
Sources sald on Tvesday that

investigatnms were verifying the

authenticity of the chats and the

: o persions invohverd
heforedmwingany conclusions.
Some of the alleged messages
referred 1o mainlaining coim-
munication in the event of
Internel services being disrupt-
ed. with users discussing alter-
nativewaystostay connected and
relay informarion during rhe
march, a police sourre sid

of the alloged chats.
1 1leral. Tl ihs lJ.EI.“'D‘
lesters also suggested some

d;.l lications which could work

ng Bluetnoth sgnals, the
<rr|mr safd, adding their links
were dlso shared in the seme
chat. Pollce were investigating
such applications amd said that
Uhey would take action accord-
ingly,“Make sure all ol yourgroup
lave the same app instatlod and
ae already connected before
enteringthe protes " one of
the messages read. The digiral
material was heing analysed

P11 hns accessed those Aoup :|Im1 ide rrr\ I'mrrlgr. drmw
conversations wiich all ok
lﬂukplnnamuudlh.cl.uncn{l]m ulJ.lu eJ.ethuu: ¢ evidetice cob
clashies, whichleft 118policeper-  lected duting the probe.

in the NEET ination in New
(PR
The messages also contained

among pardeipans or formed
partola coordinaed effon con-
nected with the events that
unfolded during the prowest,
According to police, forensic
examination of digital commi-
nications was undervwy, whils
cyber experts were asa.i:.
Investigators [n esial
origin, circulation
ticity of thog
INESSARE Wik
technienl ver
being reated as evidence,” s
the source.

KEIRIWAL SEEKS RELEASE OF
FIR, DETAINEE LISTS AFTER
CIP PROTEST: AAM Aadmi Puny
national  convenor  Arviad
Kejriwal on Tuesday wrole a let-
1er o DER, New Delhl, secking
immedinte release of the listsof
Filts and detained protesters fol-
lowing the Cockronch Janta Pamy
protest. Kejriwal dlso vistted the
Padlament Streed police sta Liou

politically charged ks and
calls for mobilisation. In ose
exchange, a participant claimed
the following day would mark
the “lust day of Modi
Government.” A fow messages
reflected a willingness among
snme participants that they me
ready oeven sacrifice theitlives
during the protest

“Dekho yvarr jo jaan dene wk
Ko taiyaar wob ye sunlo ke kam
se kam lumhbara ehsan 1o rahe-
g aane wali pidivnn par, anne
walehachopar (ifsomeanedied,
future  generations  would
remember such sacrifice),” rend
the alleged message. "Rhai agar
kisi ki maut boti hal (o usme (o
sarkar pe zyada pressure aayegs
(ifsomeone dies, then itwill cre-
ate a lot of pressure on the
Government),” rend another
message.  Investigators  were
examinmg the comext inwhich
these remarks were made. They
were Liyving lo ascensin whether
the chals merely reflected per-
sunal  opinions  exchanged

and reiterated the d
before Delhi Police,

“Lam given o understand that
anumberof FIRs have been reg-
istered npaing the people who
were profesting af lantor Mansar
yestertiay demanding account-
nbility from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi about [alluresin
the education sysiem,” Kejrwal
sald in hisletter o DCP New Dedhi
Sachin Sharma, “l am also gh-
ento understand that a number
of paaple have heen hald nms-
todyafterthe protestwithout any
registention of FIIs" he ndded.

Kejrival reached the Janmr
Mantar protest sile on Tuesday
andexpressed solidarity with the
Cockroach Jamta Party {CIP)
protesters, clalming that ey
lorced Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi o yield.

Adihessing the supporters, he
former(ielhi chied sterako
assured full Tegal vid m the po-
lesters who were detained dur-
ing their ‘Chalo Sansad’ protest
on Monday,

Protesters maln at Jantar Mantar,
Dip!_;_g_ « wlogises to injured supporters

Cockroach Jansta Party (CJP) founder Abhijest Dipka during
the protest in New Delhi on Tuesday.

NEW DELHL Juty 21 (PTY

THECockroach lanta Party pro-
vesterscanniped et Jantar Mantar
through the night despite
heavy rain, tight security and
u police erackdown on them
during the “Smnsad Chalo®
marh a day agn,

On Tuesday moming wl
wunteers cleanod th protst site,
while CIP fouader Abhijeet
Diple apulogised Lo support-
ers injured in the police action.

Heavy security remained in
place aronnd the protest ven
ue s "[lllln"'?l'ﬂ were seen
clenning the stge, the only
structure el standing after
police remaved the tents ad

them “terrorsts™. ipke wis
seen folding his hands and
apologising to them.

He told e gathering thay
contrary to the alegations dr-
culating ensociyl media, nong
ofthe movement's leaders had
abandoned the provest sie, C)F
spokesperson Ashutnsh Ranka
and Saumy s hoad gone to
meetUnion Minister] PNadda
i anelfort to find a resolution
10 the standofl, he told them.

Later, in an X post, Dipke
apologised 1w those injured in
the cackdown. *| apologizetn
alloursupporters especinty the
girks who werne hrutally beaten
up by male police nfficers. We |
LU\I|I| Imwilml?lwller leould

olher lempory it

an Monday. Even the tent cov-
ering theslage wasing ttered
condition.

A group of young support-
ers namated their experiences
m Lipke, alleging that pofice
persnnnel without name mgs
hod beaten up the protesiers,
including women. and called

betterlo protectyou
fromihe inhumane actionsof |
the Delhi Police.” he wrow.

“To protect ope Dlvarmendra
Pracdhan, who is responsihle
for the deaths of more than 20
snudents, the government was
willing fa spill the hload of |
many mote vousg studens,”
Diphe ulleged.

W “under scanner

Wangchuk shifted
from Safdarjung
Hospital to

NEW DELHI, Jul 21 (FT1)

ACTIVIST Sonam

was discharged m:
Safdarjung Hospital on
Tuesday evening and shifted
to Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram for further treat-
ment in complinnee with &
Delhi High Court order
Saldarjung Huospital
authorities said.

The Dethi High Court

ordered immediate shifting
of Wangchuk, who has
been on an indefinite fast
since June 28 over alleged
examination irregularities,
[rom the Saldarjung Hospital
here to Medanta Hospitl in
Gurugram.
*Sonam Wangchuk has
heendischarged from VMM
and Safdarjung Hospital mday
at G640 pm and has been
handed over (o the team of
dectors from  Medanta
Huospital, Gurugraim for fur-
ther medical care as per the
order dated 21,07.2026 of
Han'ble High Court of Dalki,”
a  statement  from  the
Safdarjung Hospitn! sald.

‘At the time of dischorge,
hisvital parameters were sta-
bie. However, pancylopenia
persists, and his serum polas-
sium level was 3.4 mEq/L

"Coples of o relevant med-
ical records, investigation
Teports, and mreatment doe-
uments have heen handed
overto the receiving medicnl
team to ensure contnuity of
can.” the statement said.




AN IRANIAN official began meet-
ings Tuesday with mediators in
Pakistan as diplomats sought to
salvage the collapsed interim
dealberween lan and the United
States, even a5 both countries
continued to launch attacks for
a 10 day of rrnewed fighting,

The visit by Irans Interior

comes as Pakdsinn has intensi-
fied diplomatic efforts in recent
days to resuscitate the deal.
However, it remains uncloar just
whut new armngement could be
regched (o end the fighting,
Tran attacked o tanker in the
Strait of Hormuz ealy on
Tusalay, forcing its coew to sban-
don the n-tiir. while the United
States conducted yet another

Peopluuﬁmlbddgndewwadnfhramulnﬂwwm

province, southem lran.

(AP/PTI)

round of aimstrikes turgeting the
Islamnic Republic. The 10 con-
secutive nights of US airstrikes
haven't compelied Tehran to
loesen fts grip on the stmaiy,
through which about a fifth of
allerude oiland naturd gas trad-

od once passed in

villa.n Infrastructure
don by millions of people.
* Iren and groups suppertive
ulknnmu)'lnrgnnu:n_ru-ﬁnur
a at docatd
clatedwith the United Sttes and
Americans  throughout  the

Womenl met Pakistan’s Army
ChiefFleld MarshalAsim Munir,
according 1o two officials who
spokeon conditon of unonymi-
1y to discuss the closed-door
negotintions. Mameni luter met
Prlmr Mlnl'nr'r %chhnr Shnrrf

waorld" the US Stste Departr
said in a mew waming o
Americans.,

Theescalation his pushed oil
prices higher in recent weeks,
Benchmark Breat crude traded
Tuesday at nearly USD 90 abar-

nnr] Mumr. who sﬂws as hoth
the chief of army staff and
defense forces, have pliyed a key
rofe in brokering last month's
Interim agreement between the
United States and  fran.

reland regular grsolinein the LIS

climbed 1o an average of USD 4

a gallon, keeping pressure on

-\lnﬂk‘unb wallets ahead of
locti this full,

The intetim deal signed lat
month thutwas meznt to end the
fighting has crumbled. Shipping
through the Strait ol Hotmoe has
largely stalled. And as fighting
Intensifies, hoth sides have tar-

President  Donald  Trump
ook 10 socinl medin on Monday
1 warn that “Every time lrin
kills wn Amercan Soldier they
will pay for that killing many
timesover!”

Islumabad has been working w
persuade both sides to retum to
the negotiating table 1o nesolve
outstineing issues under the
June memomndum of under-
standing,

Authorities did not immedi-
ately relense details of the meet-
Ing, which coe as Tehmn con-
tintied its attacks on Gull Arab
allies of the US,

as attacks continue for 10th day

S-E Asia’s top diplomats hold security
talks in Manila as Iran war rages

B By Jim Gomez
MANITLA, Tuly 21 (AP

SOUTH-EAST Asia’s top diplomats opened three days of talks in
the Philippine capiml on Tuesday with anagenda topped by their
mst dannting security problems and a backdrop of unfolding
crises led by the warr in Irin and a violent skirmish in
the disputed South China Sea.

The Forelgn Ministers of the Association of South-East Asian
Mations met behind closed doors in Manila belore isaing s join
statemnent calling for an immediate halt to fighting in the Middle
East and the full and safe reopening of the Stralt of Hormue

“We expressed serious concemn over the rapidly evolving sit-
untion in the Middle East. particulardy the renewed hostilities
invalving the United Ststes of America and the Islamic Republic
of Iran,” the ASEAN Ministers suid.

Ministe id they eaffirmed theobligations ofstates
1o pracelully resulve their differences and seapect natinnal sov-
ervignty and territorial integriy.
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NEW DELHI, July 21

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday asserted that strong
action was taken against those
involvedin the NEET paper leaks
so that no one plays with the
future of the youth, and said
statesshould join hands with the
Centre to tackle the menace in
national interest.

Modi made the remarks at a
meeting of the NDA MPs here, a
day after thousands ofstudentsled
by the Cockroach Janta Party (CIP)
took part in the ‘Sansad Chalo’
march againstirregularitiesin the
NEET exam and to demand
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation.

Briefing journalists after the
NDA Parliamentary Party meet-
ing, which was named ‘"Mangal

1775 one p

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Union
Ministers Nitin Gadkari and JP Nadda and others during the ‘Mangal Milan' meeting at GMC Balayogi

Auditorium in the Parliament Library Building, in New Delhi, on Tuesday.

(PTI)

Strong action taken to ensiire no
lays with futur of youth: PM

Milan’ since it is held mostly on
Tuesdays, Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the Prime Minister told the MPs
that the Government acted
immediately after reports of the
paper leaksurfaced, and 13 peo-
ple werearrested and sent tojail.
“At the same time, the Prime
Minister said, to ensure thatstu-
dents’ future was not affected,
the NEET re-examination was
given priority, conducted suc-
cessfully, and the results were
declared without delay,” Rijiju
said after the hour-long meeting,
Hesaid the Prime Minister also
said that strict steps have been
takento preventsuch paperleaks
in the future. Modi told the NDA
MPs that those found involved
in the paper leak racket have

been arrested and jailed.
(Contd on page 3)



Crude import billup
over 60% in QI despite

New Delhi: India’sc
import bill sh
than 60% in the April-June
quarter despite refiners buy-
ing less oil, highlighting the
heavy cost of the disruption
in West Asia and the sharp
rise in global crude prices.
Provisional data released
by the Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell showed the
country spent $49.8 billion on
crude oil imports during the
first quarter of the current fi-
scal, up 61.2% from a year ago.
Import volumes, however, fell
4.5% to 59.8 million tonnes, in-
dicating the higher bill was
driven almostentirely by cost-
lier crude rather than higher
demand. In the correspon-
ding quarter last year, India

spent $32.9 billion to import

62.6 million tonnes of crude.
Global benchmark Brent
crude and Indian crude bas-
ket averaged $65-70 per barrel
before US-Iran conflict broke
out on Feb 28. At the peak of
the conflict, Brent crude cros-
sed the $120-a-barrel mark,
while the Indian basket tou-
ched $150 amid a spike in West

less oil

Asian crude prices, spot pur-
chases by Indian refiners at :
steep premiums, and higher :
freight and insurance costs. :
Analysts estimate that every
$1 increase in crude oil prices :
raises India’s annual import :
bill by about $1.5-2 billion.
Adding to the pressure is
the weakening rupee, which :
has made dollar-denomina- :
ted crude imports more ex- :
pensive. The latest figures co- :
me amid renewed uncertain- :
ty in West Asia after fresh :
hostilities reversed the brief :
easing that followed the US- :
Iran understandingin June. :
The impact of elevated ':
priceswasvisibleacrossthe :
energy basket. LNG im- :
ports declined 8.6% in volu- :
me during April-June, but :
the import bill still rose ne- :
arly 6% to$3.6billionasspot :
gas prices remained high.
The data showed petrole- :
um product exports fell by a :
fourth in volume terms to11.3
million tonnes as refiners :
prioritised domestic fuel :
supplies amid global uncerta- :
inty. Export earnings, howe-
ver. rose 40% because of hig:
her international fuel prices.







50% quota for ex-A
CAPE Assam R1ﬂ

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Former Agni-

. veers will get 50% reserva-

: tion in posts of constable

i (general duty)and rifleman

: intheCentral Armed Police

Forces (CAPFs) and Assam

Rifles, the home ministry

told Lok Sabha on Tuesday:
In reply to a written qu-

estion, junior home mini-

- ster Nityanand Rai said

~ govthascreated a new cate-

gory of ‘ex-Agniveer’ in the

aforementioned posts with

the provision of 50% vacan-

tionintheprescribed upper
age limit and an age relaxa-

the prescribed age limit
for candidates from the first
batch of ex-Agniveers.
Apart from this, he ad-
ded, ex-Agniveers applying
to CAPF constable (general
duty) and rifleman posts

will be exempted from the
phvsical standarde toct

cies, a three-year relaxa-

tion of five years beyond

CRPF Introduoed a similar amendment in recruitment rules lastyear

X

physical efficiency test and
written examination. “Ade-
dicated ex-Agniveer wing
undertheministry of home
affairs hasbeenestablished

- for the purposeof coordina-

ting further progression of
ex-Agniveers,”said Rai.
The first batch of A@i-
‘veers have not yet comple- |
ted their four-year tenure. A

notification issued by home

ministry in Dec 2025 had
amended the Border Securi-
ty Force, General Duty Cad-

re (Non-Giazetted) Raeriit-

ment Rules, 2015 to inm-ea
se the quota for ex-Agnive-
ers in constable (general
duty)poststo50% from10%.

“By direct recruitment :
(including 50%), vacancies :
shall bereserved for ex-Agni- :
- Vveers in every recruitment :

-and up to 3% for combatised
- constable (tradesmen) in ab-

n of annual vacancy,”

the notification had stated. '
- The CRPFintroduced a simi- * :

lar amendment in recruit-
‘mentrulesin Mav last vear
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Gurgaon: A Supreme Court-ap-
pointed panel has invited public
suggestions, representatiorie
and documentary evidence on
protection of Aravali hills and

ranges, withitsreportduebefore

the court by Aug31.

Petitioners, environmenta-
lists and former forest officials
have cautioned that the exercise
should strengthen le gal protec-
tion for the mountain range rat-
her than introduce a new defini-

tion that could create ambiguity
and weaken conservation. The

high-powered committee, consti-
tuted through SC’s May 25 order,

has been asked to submit its re--

portby Aug3l.
The Union environment mi-
nistry said stakeholders from

Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, Gu- -

jarat and other states linked to
the Aravali ecosystem may sub-

Delhi has already identified the
Aravalis based on geomorphology

mit suggestions and representa-

tions' within 21 days through
email or a dedicated portal. The
consultation is important as the
committee’s recommendations

“could influence future judicial

directions on the identification,
protection and regulation of the
Aravalis. The issue became con-

tentious after an earlier central
'comm1ttee suggested that, for',

NOTICE INVITING e-Tender

Notice Inviting e-Tender No.: MEE(R&B)INKIIA of 2026-27

)

The Executive Engineer (R&B),

New Town Kolkata Davelopment Authorlty
Invltestomlne No:ihoo‘ Invlﬂ:g e- onldar 1. b ”;
ching potholes epressions on rent roads at AA | under

Nm for upcoming Saradia Festival. 2. Repal
on different roads at AA-ll In New Town unde
mending Pot holes on different roads at AA-Il in New Town under A,
LastdateofsubmisslmOSOB.ZOZB at01.00 PM For detalls please visit websites

: http://wbtenders.gov.in & www.nkdamar.org

Executive Engineer

ring of Bituminous roads

and mending Pot holes |
Prcor KA S e s

Sd/-

Or report

mmmg regulation, only hills ri-
sing more than 100 metres above
the surrounding terrain should
be treated as part of the Aravalis.
Conservationists said such a cri-
terion could exclude large ecolo-
gically important areas, especi-
ally in Haryana and Delhi.
“Neither man nor the legisla-
ture can define nature. The Ara-
valis are already a defined geolo-
gical formation, just like the Hi-
malayas,” said SS Oberoi, one of
the petitioners. Former conser-
vator of forests (south Haryana)
RP Balwan, who is also a petitio-

ner, said the Aravalis is defined

by its rock formations and stra-
tigraphicsequence. “The presen-

ceorabsenceof hillshasnothing

todowith whetheran areais part
of the Aravali,” he said.
Former conservator of forests

MD Sinha said the committee

must focus on conservation.
“There is no need to redefine so-
mething that has already been

identified. Tf this is done, it could

set a precedent for other natural
formations, such as Western
Ghats and Vindhyas, to be redefi-

ned as well. Delhi has already :

identified the Aravalis based on
geomorphology, and there should
be one uniform method of identi-

fication for all states through :

which the Aravalis pass,” he said.
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