Pak under pressure as BLA tightens grip on Balochistan

NEW DELHI, July 10 (IANS)

PAKISTAN'S troubles appear far
from over. Even as the Joint
AwamiActionCommittee (JAAC)
has called forintensified protests
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), the Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) hasalso escalated its
activities in Balochistan, adding
to Islamabad's growing chal-
lenges.

Casualties among Pakistan's
security personnel have risen
sharply over the past few months.
The scale of the losses is evident
from the factthat 38 securityper-
sonnel were killed between July
5 and 8 alone, The dead includ-

ed 27 policemenand 11 soldiers.

In recent weeks, this has been
the biggest setback that !
Pakistani security forces Lave
faced. Weeksago, adeadly attack
targeteda train carrying Pakistani
security personnel in
Balochistan.

An official said that while the
Pakistani establishment could
be hiding the real number of
casualties, intelligence inputs
indicate that nearly 150 person-
nel have heen killed in the past
two months.

The official said the casualty

rate! srisensincesecurity forces
".unched operations to regain
controlof highways that had fall-
eninto the hands of insurgents.

Organisationssuchasthe BLA
have been enhancing capacity
over the last couple of years.
Today, they have control over the
highways and also know the
logistics betterthan the Pakistani
security forces. The forces are
alsolosing out due to poor intel-
ligence.

Theofficial said the BLAenjoys
widespreadlocal supportinparts
of Balochistan, which has led to

a sharp decline in ground-level
intelligenceavailable to thesecu-
rity forces.

AnlIntelligence Bureauofficial
said, “What has shocked the
Pakistani establishment is the
manner in which the BLA has
been operating in recent times.
An organisation that once spe-
cialised in guerrilla warfare has
evolved well beyond that. It now
has a full-fedged suicide squad,
which also includes women."

The BLASs intelligence unit is
more efficient than that of the
Pakistani establishment. It can
carry out coordinated attacks.
The sophistication of the BLAs
attacks has also increased sig-

nificantly, making it far more
challenging for the Pakistani
establishment to counter the
group’s operations, the official
said. Another official said one of
thebiggest changes hasbeen the
growingsupport for the BLA. For
years, Pakistan has faced criti-
cism from human rights organ-
isations over allegations of
enforced disappearances, tar-
geted killingsandsexual violence
against local women.

“These allegations have fuelled
resentmentamong sectionsofthe
local population, many of whom
now stand united against the
Pakistani establishment,” the
official said.



| China blocks
exports of
helinzi

HONG KONG, July 10 (AP)

CHINA on Friday said it is
temporarily blocking the
export of helium, a key ele-
ment for chipmaking, as the
Iran war’s escalation adds to
global supply disruptions.

China’s Commerce
Ministry and its customs
agency said in a brief state-
ment that they are imposing
a temporary export ban on
helium, effective immedi-
ately, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the
Foreign Trade Law of the
People’s Republic of China.

They did not elaborate
further on the reasons.

Helium is crucial for semi-
conductor manufacturing,
and is also used in the med-
ical sector such as in the
cooling of MRI machines.
Since the Iran war began in
late February, global helium
supply has been disrupted
and prices have gone up
substantially. China only
produces about 15 per cent
or less of its own helium,
importing much of it from
Qatar, which generates
roughly one-third of the
world’s supply, according to
estimates cited in a research
note by the consultancy
Trivium China.




EAM discusses regional devpts with Omani counterpart

MUSCAT, July 10 (PTT)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Friday met his Omani
counterpart Sayyid Badr Albusaidi
and thetwoleadersreviewed the full
spectrumofthe Strategic Partnership
and exchanged views on regional
and global issues.

Jaishankar, who ison avisit to Gulf
countries, arrived in Oman earlier
in the day.

The Minister, in a social media
post, said he was delighted to meet
the Omani Foreign Ministerand hold
discussionson“various facets of our
cooperation”,

“Focused on trade, investments,
connectivity, maritime, technology,
defence and cyber & Al domains.
Had a comprehensive exchange of
views on developments in the Gulf,
and efforts to ensure peace and sta-

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar with Oman Foreign
Affairs Minister Badr Albusaidi
during a meeting, in Muscat, Oman.
(@DrSJaishankar/X via PTI)

bility,” he said.

The two ministers reviewed the full
spectrum of the India-Oman
Strategic Partnership and exchanged
views on regional and global issues
of mutual interest, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a statement.

Jaishankar also conveyed India’s
appreciation to the Oman
Government for the prompt assis-
tance extended to Indian seafarers
during the recent regional develop-
ments, it added.

Three Indian seafarers were killed
in a US attack off the coast of Oman
last month on the commercial tanker
Settebello, which had 24 Indian crew
members on board.

Theattack onSettebello came two
days after a Palau-flagged vessel with
24 Indians came under attack by the
US Navy as the ship tried to evade
the US blockade of Iranian ports.
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PM Modi in New Zealand on finaiieg of 3-nation tour

AUCKLAND, July 10 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Fridayarrivedin NewZealand
on thefinalleg ofhisthree-nation
visit, during which he will hold
talks with his counterpart
Christopher Luxon and address
the Indian diaspora. This is the
first visit to New Zealand by an
[ndianPrime Ministerin 40 years.

Modi was received by Luxon
attheairport,where thetwolead-
ers exchanged a warm hug.

“Reached Auckland a shoot
while ago. Thankful to ".ime
Minister Luxon fast i elcome
attheairport,” Modisaid ina post
on X. “This visitis historic,being
the first Prime Ministerial visit
to New Zealand in four decades.
I look forward to holding talks
with Prime Minister Luxon and
discussingthe complete range of
the India-NZ friendship. I will
also be addressing a communi-
ty programme tomorrow in
Auckland,” he said.

PMMODIMEETSAUSTRALIA'S
OPPN LEADER: PM Modimetthe
country’s Leader of Opposition
Angus Taylor on Friday and dis-
cussed bilateral ties, according
to the Ministryof External Affairs.

“They held productive dis-
cussions on the growing India-
Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. The warm
andcordial meetingreflected the
strong bipartisan support in

Australia for deepening ties with
India,” the MEA Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said on X.

“Met Mr. Angus Taylor, Leader
ofthe Opposition of Australia. We
had an engaging conversation
onthegrowingstrength of India-
Australia ties and the many
opportunities ahead. I deeply
value the warmth and broad sup-
port that our partnership enjoys
across Australia,” he wrote.
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India notifies process to claii UK FTA
tariff quota benefits ox-vehicle imports

NEW DELHI, July 10 (PTI)

INDIA has notified the
procedure for importers
to seek Government
approval to avail quota-
based duty concessionson
imports of passenger cars
and goods vehicles under
the free trade agreement
with UK, which will come
into force on July 15.
Under the
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement
(CETA), India will reduce
importdutiesonautomo-
tive imports from about
110percentto 10 percent,

withquotasonbothsids..
Indiaisallowingimnirt of
3.78 lakh units of Conven-
tional-engin< passenger
cars,incliuing thoseinthe
mass segment, from the
UK at concessional cus-
toms duty during the first
15 years of the imple-
mentation of the trade
pact between the two
countries.

“Procedure for alloca-
tion of Tariff Rate Quotas
(TRQ) under India-UK
(CETA) is notified,” the
Directorate General of
ForeignTrade (DGFT) has
saidinapublicnoticedat-

ed July 9.

[t said that at the time
of clearance of the import
consignment, the
importer in India has to
produce a Certificate of
Origin issued by con-
cerned authorities in the
UK. “Only Original
Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMs), dealers/channel
partners duly authorised
by the OEMs of vehicles
originatingin the UKshall
be eligible to apply for the

TRQ,” it added.

The DGFT also said that
to be eligible, each appli-
cant will have to submita

pre-purchase agreement
issued by an OEM of the
vehicles in the UK setting
out the quantity of vehi-
cles agreed tobe supplied
totheapplicant duringthe
TRQ year.

“The year in respect of
these imports will be the
period from January 1 to
December 31, i.e., calen-
dar year in India. DGFT
shall monitor the cumu-
lative quantities for TRQ
Certificates issued. No
TRQ Certificates shall be
issued once thestatedTRQ
quantitylimit is reached,”
it said.



Give back to society, suild
developed India: 'SR0 chief

BENGALURU, July 10 (PTI)

ISRO ChairmanV Narayananon

Fridayurged graduating students
of the 11Sc to give back to socie-
ty, pursue lifelong learning, and
said theyhada “great roleto play”
in contributing towards making
Indiaadeveloped nation by 2047.

Addressingthe 2026 convoca-
tion ceremony of the Indian
Institute of Science here, he
described the opportunity to
study at the premier institute as
a “God’s gift” and said every
degreeawardedreflected the col-
lective efforts of parents, teach-
ers, faculty members, institute
staff and taxpayers.

“Please give back to society,
contribute to society, and work
towards making our country a
developed nation,” he said.

Hesaid today’s graduates have
greateropportunities, unlikeear-
lier generations who struggled to
find jobs.

“Today, youhavealot ofoppor-
tunities to contributetothe coun-
try, and the Prime Minister of
India (Narendra Modi) hasaclear
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.1do
not doubt that the country will
become a developed nation

before we celebratC 100 years of
Independencs, he said.
_Highlighting India’s progress
simeeladependence, he said the
country had grown from wide-
spread poverty to become the

| ISRO Chairman V Narayanan

world’s fourth-largest economy,
while makingmajoradvancesin
healthcare, agriculture, electri-
fication and science.

Stressing the importance of
continuous learning, he urged
students to keep reading, as sci-
ence and engineering continue
to evolve.

The ISRO chairmanurgedstu-
dents to work hard and uphold
integrity, teamwork andself-con-
fidence, saying these qualities
were as important as academic

excellence.

Citing the example of ISRO, he
said the organisation’s achieve-
ments were the result of team-
work.

Recalling ISRO’s achieve-
ments, he said India had come
a long way. “We have accom-
plished 105 launch vehicle mis-
sions and 135 satellite missions,”
hesaid, adding thatIndiahas the
best camera in lunar orbit and
that the best photographs of the
Moon belong to the country.

Narayanansaid Indiaremains
the only country to have suc-
cessfullylanded near theMoon'’s
south pole through
Chandrayaan-3.

“Acountrythatstarted itsspace
programme 15 years after
Independence, in 1962, became
the first to accomplish a Mars
orbital mission on its maiden
attempt. No other country has
achieved that,” he said.

Speaking about future mis-
sions, Narayanan said India was
working towards establishingits
own space station by 2035 and
landing an Indian on the Moon
by 2040, in line with the vision
laid out by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
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MYSTERIOUS airstrixes hit Iran

B By Jon Gambrell
DUBAI, July 10 (AF)

A SERIES of mysterious,
unclaimedairstrikes thathit [ran
after the US said it finished its
attacks have again raised ques-
tions of who

‘Iran planziag to assassinate Trump’

WASHINGTON DC, July 10 {ANI)

ISRAEL

has shared fresh

Intelligence with the United

else may be o o
targeting the Read Editorial
Islamic | SHEER WAR-MONGERING
Republic. on page 8

The strikes

onThursday,
just as Iran prepared to bury the
late Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, hit areas across
southern Iran. The country’s
theocracy hasn'tdirectly blamed
anyonefor thestrikes, thoughone
lawmaker issued a warning to

Donald Trump,

States alleg-
ing that Iran
recently
developed a
new plan to
assassinate
US President
according to

multiple media reports.

“The Wall Street Journal'
reported that Israel passed the
Intelligence to US officials this
week. Concurrently, CNN, cit-

ing two
sources
familiar with
the matter,
reported that
the warning
wasdelivered
thisweekand
referred to a
specific

alleged plot.
Whiletheexact details of the
purported plan remain unclear,
CNN reported that US agen-
cieshad notindependently ver-
ified the intelligence or been
(Contd on page 5)

the United Arab Emirates over
allegedly providing support to
the United Statesinits campaign
against Iran.

GulfArab states, which repeat-
edly have been targeted by Iran
sincethewarbegan February28,
did notimmediately respond to
requests for comment Friday
over the strikes.

The attacks come as they and
the USinsist the Strait of Hormuz
must be open and free to ships
to transit. Iran insists the strait,
through which about a fifth of
all oil and natural gas passes,
mustnow be under its sole con-
troland that vesselsshouldbegin
to pay fees to Tehran - even
though the world for decades

(Contel on page 5)




