Ukrainian drones hit more-gussian oil
facilities, set two oil *tankers ablaze

KYIV, July 9 (AP)

UKRAINIAN drones onThursday
hit more Russian oil facilities and
set two oil tankers ablaze in the
Sea of Azov, a day after United
States President Donald Trump
pledged to grant Ukraine a
license to manufacture the
Patriot air defence systems,

Ukraine'sstrikes on oil refiner-
ies and other infrastructure
across Russia has triggered a
widespread fuel crisis with gaso-
lineshortagesand fuel rationing
reported inmultiple regions and
drivers waiting for hours to fill
their tanks.

Early Thursday, a Ukrainian
drone strike triggered a fire at an

oildepotinthecityof Tverin west-
ern Russia, according to acting
regional GovernorVitaly Korolyov,

And in the southern Stavropol

region, Governor
Vladimirov said oil reservoir has

Vladimir

been set ablaze by Ukrainian
drones in Vyazniki. He said the
authoritiesordered the evacuation
of residents of several apartment
buildings near the facility.

In the Sea of Azov, Ukrainian
drones set two oil tankers ablaze,
accordingto RostovGovernorYuri
Slusar, who said that one of the
ships was still burning and the
crews were evacuated.

The attack was the latest in a
series of strikes on oil tankers in
the area in recent days, part of
Ukraineefforts tocutfuelsupplies
to Russia-occupied Crimea.

Russia’s Defence Ministrysaid
that air defences downed 73
Ukrainian drones from late
Wednesday until early Thursday.



NEW DELHI, July 9 (IANS)

UNION Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
hasrejected criticismofethanol-
blended fuel, asserting that E20
petrolisscientifically tested, safe
forvehiclesand centralto India’s
push for energy self-reliance,
while alleging that a misinfor-
mation campaign had intensified
after the rollout of E85-compat-
ible vehicles.

InapostonX, the Ministersaid
India has been using E15 fuel
since April 2023, E19 since April
2024 and E20 since April 2025,
with no major issues reported

despite widespread adstion.

“More than 20.Crore two-
wheelers ana vver 20 lakh four-
wheelers have been runningsuc-

\

cessfully on E20 fuel for years,
yetsuddenlyacampaign against
ethanol blending has gathered
pace,” Puri said.

Heclaimed the criticism inten-
sified after India launched E85
fuel for flex-fuel vehicles on June
5, describing it as a major step
towards reducing the country’s
dependence on imported crude
oil. “Look closely at the timeline
and the pattern becomes diffi-
cultto ignore,” the minister said,
alleging that fearmongering
around ethanol-blended fuels
began soon after the launch of
E85-compatible vehicles.

“Every litre of ethanol blend-
edintopetrolhelpsreducecrude
oil imports, strengthens India’s
energy security, reduces air pol-
lution, supports domestic farm-
ers and saves valuable foreign
exchange,” he said.




India, Aus launch PAGTS
to boost cyber. critical
technology co-op

NEW DELHI, July 9 (I2:NS)

INDIA and Australia on
Thursday announced a
Partnership on Cyber,
Critical Technologies and
Supply Chains (PACTS) to
deepen cooperation in
thesesectorsand strength-
en supply chain resilience
by building on the 2020
Framework Arrangement
on Cyber and Cyber
Enabled Critical
Technology Cooperation.
“The PACTS aims to sup-
port our shared interest in
national and regional secu-
rity, empower our partners
with greater digital choic-
es, make critical supply
chains more resilient, and

strengthen global cyber
resilience,” the statement
from the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

The PACTS will pursue a
unifying strategic vision
across five interrelated pil-
lars supply chain resilience
and diversification, critical
technology, cybersecurity,

digital resilience and
defence research collabo-
ration.

Under each interrelated
pillar, India and Australia
will identify opportunities
and specific projects to sup-
portcollaboration between
the  private  sector,
universities, research insti-
tutions and Government
agencies.



MELROURNE, July 9 (PT1)

INDIA and Australia on Thursday sealed
a raft of landmark pacts spanning civil

nuclearenergy, maritime security and ez

ical minerals sectors, as Prime.* lsler
Narendra Modi and his = iiian coun-
terpart Anthony Albanese reinforced the
vital role of the bilateral partnership in
ensuring a peaceful Indo-Pacific.

The agreement on civil nuclear energy
to facilitate the commercial supply of ura-
nium from Australia to Tndia 1o fuel New
Delhi's nuclear power projectscame near-
ly 12 vears after the two countries inked
i historic civil nuclear cooperation pact.

In another

HP

workexpediusly tofirm upthe proposed
Compse sive Economic Cooperation
Ageinent as well as a bilateral invest-
~.ent protection framework.,
Ajointdeclarationondefenceand secu-
rity cooperation, a maritime security col-
lahoration roadmap, a joint statement on
energy securityand a partnership for cyber,
critical technologies and supply chains
were among 18 pacts signed following
summit talks between the two prime min-
isters, Modi described as "unparalleled”
theoutcomes fromhis talks with Albanese,
especially in areas of renewable energy,
climate action, nuclear energy, critical
minerals, technology and education.
The agreements sealed at the summit

India-Aus seal pacts across nuclear, maritime and mingral sectors

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a significant  also included one between the Indian
joint press conference with his Australian  decision, Coast Guard (ICG) and the Maritime
counterpart Anthony Albanese, in India  and  Border Command (MBC) of Australia and
Melbourne, Australia. (PT)  Australia itwill provide cooperationin the fieldsof  PM Modi inspects a Guard of Honour during a ceremonial welcome |
decided to (Contd on page 5)  at Government House, in Melbourne, Australia. (PTI)|
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US, IRAN EXGHANGE ATTACYS IN M-E

TFUBAL Tuly 9 (AF)

I'HE United Stateslaunched new
airstrikes apainst Iran early
Thursday, and Tehran respond-
e by targeting LUS-allied Mideast
countries in an exchange of fire
that threatened an interim deal
intended to help end the war in
the Middle East,
Back-and-forth atlacks,
including a day earlier, have
repeatedly threatened the cease-
fire, but Thursday’s appeared
higger all around, with sirens
sounding at least three times in
Bahrain, home to the US Navy's
SthFleet headguarters, and mis-
siles targeting Kuvaitand Qatar.
Sirens sounded ‘Thursday
afternoon in Jordan as well,
where the US has stationed
troops and aircralt,
AnTranianoflicialaceused the
U5 oflnunching an airstrike lat-
er Thursday targeting the area

B The US said the strikes were intended
to ‘further degrade’ Iran’s ability to
threaten freedom of navigation’ in the

Strait.

B Explosions at several locations,
including Bushehr, home to Iran’s nuclear
power plant complex, and southern port

cities were reported.

B The two days of American airstrikes
have killed at least 14 people.

around Iran’s sole nuclear pow-
er plant, and other explosions
were reported elsewhere in the
countey during the alternoon,

The strikes came hours after
1S President Donald Trump said
recent [ranian attacks on ships
intheSmaitof Hormuz signalled
theendolafragile ceasefire and
threatened to escalate the con-
flict if they didn't stop.

That raised coiicerns that the

in Bandar Abbas after US

region could tip backinto a war
thatwould engulf several coun-
trigsand couldhaltenergy ship-
ments through the stralt that are,
crucial for the global economy.

In lIran, the two days of
American airstrikes have killed
at least 14 people and wound-
ed another 78, lrans Health
Ministry said Thursday - most
of those reportedly members of|
the armed forces.

In Kuwail, the military said
fallingdebriswounded one per-
son as It shot down three bal-
listic missiles, a cruise missile
and 10 drones. Bahrain said it
shot down incoming fire, with-
out elaborating. There was no
immediate word of damage in
Qatar.

The US military’s Ceniral
Command said [t hit some 90
targets across Iran, releasing
black-nnd-white fontageofwhat
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