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B India may
ItS nuclear

kept warheads and deliy-
ery systems Separately;
When a nuclear war-
head is ‘deployed’, it
means the nuclear war-
head is actively mounted
on missiles or loaded onto
bombersand, havingbeen
mated, is ready for imme-
diate use. This assess-
ment is part of the latest
report of Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI).
The report also men-

tioned that the number of

India’s nuclear warheads

had increased to 190 as of
Jan 2026, compared to the
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earlier180. However, there
isnochange inIndia’s “no
first use” policy when it
comes toanuclear attack.

It said, “It has long been
assumed that India stores
its nuclear warheads sepa-
rate from its deployed
launchers during peace-
time. However, the coun-
try’s recent moves towards

. placing missiles in canis-

ters and conducting sea-

- based deterrence patrols
suggestIndiacould beshift-

ing in the direction of mat-

/ing some of its warheads

peacetime. “These (nucle-
toamaturingnucleartriaq
siles and SSBN (a special.

to carry anq 15
ar-armed bamugﬁl; nucle-
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Trump: Iran downed A
hellcopter.patroli

Vows To Respond

US President Donald Trump
said on Tuesday Iran had shot
down_aUSApachehelicopter
overnight and vowed fo re-
spond, but gave no other deta-
ils. “T have just been informed
by our Great Military that last
night the Iranians shot down
one of our highly sophistica-
ted Apache Helicopters while
patrolling over the Strait of
Hormuz,” Trump wrote in a
social media post. He said the
two US pilots involved in the
incident were both safe and
uninjured. “Nevertheless, the
USmust, of necessity, respond
{0 this attack.” he added. His
remarks threw into deeperun-
~ certainty the prospects for a
> truceannounced on April8in
i thewarintheGulf )

said they would haltattackson

© each other after an appeal by
. Trump to end their first direct

of fire since April,
but Tehran warned it would
resume hostilities if Israel

der West Asia war and reopen  Crew
' the Straitof Hormuz.
; earlier

Inremarks
day about the downing of the

helicopter

. Apachehelicopter; Trumphad

said the two US

On Monday, Israeland Iran

People flee from Tyre in Lebanon after Israel's evacuation warning

day; killing at least eight peo-
ple. Tuesday’s raids were the :

You better be careful, or you will be on
your own very soon, Trump told Bibi

US President Donald Trump has cautioned Israeli Pm
Netanyahu that Israel risks inte

resumes extensive military

volatile 24-hour period
Detailing his conversationw

said, ‘Bibi, you

diplomaticaccord withTe

: lyp
a reobnﬂ:' war. T"'"I 03 mpreporte kthrough in diplomatic talks

betterbe care

of escalatingC
ith Netanyahu,

thatabrea

could materialise within days- ANI

rnational isolationifit
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Trump told Axios, “I
ful, or you will be on your own very
hlightsrrump'smounﬂng‘amletiﬁmat

. ed the two crew, the US milita-
_ ry told Reuters, US Central
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BRICS meeting begins

Food securty and agrt cooperation were discussed

INDORE, June 9 (PTI)

A FIVE-DAY meeting of BRICS
member countries began on
Tuesday in Indore, focusing on
issues such as food security, cli-
mate-friendly smart agriculture
and farmer welfare.

A senior official from the
Department of Agriculture said
issues such as food security, the
impactofclimatechange onagri-
culture, and enhancing cooper-
ation in the sector are being dis-
cussed. Officials from BRICS
member countries participated
in the first round.

“The meeting is discussing
common issues in the agricul-
tural sector of BRICS countries
to enhance cooperation and
jointly address the problems

faced by fanitiers. These include
issuess.ch as the impact of cli-
inate change on agriculture and
financing forthe agricultural sec-
tor,” Ajit Kumar Sahu, Joint
Secretary (International
Cooperation) ofthe Department
of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, told reporters.

He said BRICS countries are
home to nearly half the world’s
population, and therefore, ensur-
ing food security in these coun-
tries and maintaining it in the
future is an important common
topic of discussion.

“Agriculture ensures food secu-
rity and nutritional security.
Therefore, agricultural develop-
ment is essential,” Sahu added
on Tuesday.

He said the meeting also dis-

cussed issues related to the
exchange of agricultural tech-
nology and increasing trade
among BRICS countries.

According to Sahu, approxi-
mately eight meetings had
been held across four sessions
ofthe AgricultureWorking Group,
and the fifth session, which
beganin Indore, is being held in
person.

Aspartofthisconference, held
under India’s BRICS chairman-
ship, the Agriculture Working
Groupwillhold deliberationstill
June 11 with officials from mem-
ber countries.

The Joint Secretary said that a
meeting of the Agriculture
Ministers of BRICS and its part-
nercountrieswillbeheld on June
12 and 13.



Trump claims Iran readv.-7or N-deal

WASHINGTON, Tune 9 (IANS)

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump said
that Iran waswilling to abandonits
pursuit of nuclear weapons and
sign an agreement with the United
States,asheclaimed American mil-
itary operations had severelyweak-
enedTehran’s military capabilities.

Speaking during a virtual tele-ral-
ly for South Carolina Senator
LindseyGraham ahead of Tuesday's
Republican primary, Trump devot-
ed much of his remarks to Iran,
ongoing negotiations and the
broader security situation in the
Middle East.

“We're negotiating now and they
wanna make a very good deal.
They're willing to give us every-
thing. They're willing to give us no
nuclearweapon,” Trump said.“Iran
cannot haveanuclear weapon and
it's as simple as that."

Trumpclaimed USmilitaryaction
had inflicted extensive damage on
Iran's military infrastructure,

“We've decimated their military.
We've decimated their, everything
thereis to decimate, including their
leadership,” he said. “Their navy is
totally gone. They had 159 ships.

Everyshipisunderwaterrightnow.”

The President predicted a
favourable outcome from negoti-
ations and said a formal declara-
tion of victory could come soon. “1
think we are winning that battle,
but you're really gonna win it over
thenexttwo weeks whenwe declare
total victory,” Trump said. “It'll be
atotalvictory. It' llhappenverysoon
and oil prices will come tumbling
down."

The remarks came as Trump
urged Republican voters in South
Carolinatosupport Graham,along-
time ally who has been one of the
Senate’s most vocal advocates of a
hard line towards [ran.

“And Lindsey has been fighting

Net anyahu says
«srael halting Iran
strikes for now

JERUSALEM, June 9 (IANS)

ISRAELI ~ Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that
theattack against Iraniscurrently
“onhold,” butwarned thatlsrael
will respond forcefully if Iran
resumes its attacks.

“At the moment, the fire is on
hold because after ... it (Iran)
stopped  attacking  us,”
Netanyahu said in his first tele-
vised statement more than 20
hours after Iran first launched
missiles at Israel on Sunday
night. IfIran “makes the mistake
of attacking us again, we will
respond with force,” he added.

with me all the way, all the way for
that,” Trump said. “We've been a
very tough team.”

Trump also praised Graham'srole
onborder security, military spend-
ing and conservative judicial

At least 2 Iranian
military members
killed in Israeli
attack on Iran

DUBAL June 9 (AF)

IRANIAN state television on
Tuesday reported thatatleast two
members of an air defence unit
were killed in the Israeli attacks
that rocked the country the day
before. Iranian state TV identi-
fied the men as Bahman
Hosseiniand Ali Reza Abiri, with-
out offering a rank for them.
[ran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian said that they have
neitherabandoned thefield nor
the negotiating table.

appointments.

“I've known Senator Lindsey
Graham [or many years and he's
always been a tireless advocate for
the people of South Carolina,”
Trump said.






‘Great Nicobar proizct vital
for strategic interests’

NEW DELHI, June 9 (PTT)

INDIA is undertaking the Great
Nicobar Island projectto advance
its strategic maritime and eco-
nomic interests, Derence
Ministry sources said on Monday,
dismissing its critics as suffering
from “geographical illiteracy”.

The Government is planning
to build an international con-
tainer transshipment port
(ICTP), acivilian-cum-naval air-
port, a township and a power
plant under the Great Nicobar
Island (GNI) project.

Congressleader Rahul Gandhi
on Friday said the Government’s
argument thatthe Great Nicobar
Island project is about defence
and a transshipment port is a
“lie”, and alleged that it is actu-
ally about benefiting one busi-
nessman so that he can build
hotels and casinos on India’s
most irreplaceable ecological
land.

The sources said the project is
astrategicnecessityconsidering
thegeopolitical environmentand
the Government wants to lever-
age the location the way

Singapore has used its geo-
graphic advantage to build key
infrastructures and logistics.

The region has promising
hydrocarbons deposits and
unless “we have a sustainable
presence, it will not be possible
totake the advantage”, theysaid.

It is learnt that the defence
ministry’s contribution for the
construction of the green field
airport will be around Rs 13,000
crore while the rest of the cost
will be incurred by the Civil
Aviation Ministry.

The airport shall enhance
India’s maritime domain aware-
ness (MDA) and operational out-
reach in a way that standalone

expansionofan existingdefence
facility cannot fullyachieve, the
sources said.

The AirportsAuthority of India
(AAI) has envisaged the airport,
with an initial capacity of 1.35
million passengers per annum
by 2040.

The sources said, the runway
at the INSBaaz, the Indian naval
air station, in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, will notbe part
of the GNI project.

The runway of INS Baaz was
recently expanded to 4,500 ft and
its further expansion requires
significantlandreclamation and
itwillimpacttribalarea, floraand
fauna, they said.



PM Modi to undertake visit to
France, Slovakia for £7 meet

NEW DELHI, June 9 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Mo¢:
will undertake a week-long'vis-
it to France and Slovakia begin-
ning June 13 to explore ways to
expand bilateral tiesand discuss
pressing global challenges.

The Prime Minister will attend
G7Summitin Evian in Franceon
June 16 and 17, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). In the first leg of his trip,
Modi will visit French cityofNice
from June 13 to 14. He will also
visit Evian and Paris from June
16 to 19, the MEA said.

The Prime Minister will be in
Slovakia from June 14 to 16.

“In the first leg of the visit, the
Prime Minister will visit Nice for
abilateral meeting with President
Emmanuel Macron on June 14.

Bot!i leaders will review the full
spectrum of the India-France
bilateralrelationship, which was
elevated to the level of a Special
Global Strategic Partnership ear-
lier this year,” the MEA said.

In the second leg of the trip,
Modi will travel to Slovakia for a
State visitafter concludinghis trip
to Nice. Thiswill be the first-ever
visit by an Indian prime minis-
ter to Slovakia since its
Independence in 1993.

The visit will reaffirm India’s
commitment towards strength-
ening its bilateral relationship
with Slovakia in various sectors,
includingtrade, investment,and
automobile and railway manu-
facturing, the MEA said. In the
third leg of the visit, the prime
minister will participatein the G7
Summit in Evian on June 16-17.



World’s longest smgle -tilse bi- dlrectlonal bypass

B By Sheikh Suhail
MINIMARG, June 9 (PTI)

THE Zojila tunnel connecting
the Kashmir Valley to Ladakh
tookacrucial step towards com-
pletion on Tuesday with a blast
breaking through the last 2.5
metres of the high-altitude
infrastructure project that cuts
through the Himalayas.

With this, the twoends of the
world’s longest single-tube bi-
directional bypass, which will
cut travel time from 1.5 hours
to 15 minutes, have now been
connected, officials said.

“Breakthrough in the 2.5
metre distance in the tunnel
hasbeensuccessfullyachieved,”
an official said.

The breakthrough has
brought the decades-old dream
of all-weather connectivity
between the KashmirValleyand
Ladakh closer to reality.

Union Minister for Road

J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha with Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari and State Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during the
breakthrough of the Zojila Tunnel near its east portal at Minimarg,

in Kargil district, Ladakh, on Tuesday.

(PTI)

Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari pressed the remote but-
ton, blasting the breakthrough
site near the East Portal of the
tunnel at Minimarg in Ladakh

Union Territory, they said.
Jammu and  Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah were also present.

Officials of the National
Highways & Infrastructure
Development  Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL) said the
breakthrough is six months
ahead of schedule.

As of now, about 85 per cent
ofthe total work hasbeen com-
pleted, Authority Engineer for
the project, Yousef Es’haghpour
Rahimabadi, told PTI here.

The tunnel is likely to be
thrown open to the public in
February 2028, theofficialssaid,
adding that after the break-
through, the civil works will take
another 7-8 months and then
the electrical works will begin.

The tunnel -- 9.5 metre wide,
7.57metrehigh, 13.153kmlong
--isahorseshoe-shaped single-
tube, a two-lane road tunnel
built at the height of around
11,578 feet above sea level.

The geostrategically impor-
tant tunnelon the Srinagar-Leh

(Contd on page 5)




India slams Pak for ‘“trade,
transit terrorisiit’ at UN

B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, June 9 (P7%)

INDIA has launched a scathing
attack on Pakistan at the UN,
condemning its “trade and tran-
sit terrorism” and military
airstrikes against Afghanistan.
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Harish
Parvathaneni, delivered a sharp
attackagainstPakistaninthe UN
Security Council duringits meet-
ing on the ‘Situation in
Afghanistan’ on Monday.

“Pakistan’s campaign of mili-
tary airstrikes against
Afghanistanis causing huge civil-
ian casualtiesand suffering to the
Afghan people. Such uncon-
scionable acts of violence are a
blatant assault on Afghanistan’s
sovereignty and a threat to the
region’s peace and stability,”
Parvathaneni said.

Strongly condemning the
airstrikes on Afghan territory,
India said these are flagrant vio-
lations of international law, the
UN Charter and the principle of
state sovereignty.



