Trump on 3-day China visic from May 13

BEIJING, May 11 (PTI) to 15 at the"invitation of visit to China by a US
Chinesefresident XiJinping, President in nine years.
US PRESIDENT Donald a Chinese Foreign Ministry Trump himself was the last
Trump will pay an official spokespersonannouncedon US President to visit China
visit to China from May 13 Monday.Thiswillbethefirst in2017,duringhisfirstterm.




1 Govt: No reason to
follow PM’s 2

No Rationing;

Steps Taken To

P T T L R Y

Avert Shortage

Times News Network

New Delhi: A day after PM
Modi set out a list of “resolu-

ve foreign exchange, govt on
Monday urged people to stay
calm and avoid panic, saying
there were enough oil suppli-
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PM Modi at Somnath temple for
the 75th anniv celebrations

Modi: Nehru opposed
Somnath rebuilding

t the Somnath Amrut Ma-
: hotsav, PM Modi accused
his opponents of placing ap-
peasement politics above na-
tional pride. The rebuilding
of Somnath temple symboli-
sed India’s determination to
reclaim its civilisational ide-
ntity, he said. The PM alleged
even after Independence, ge-
nuine efforts to reconstruct
the temple faced resistance
from then PM Nehru.P11

es in the cbuntry and concre-
te steps were being taken to

i preventshortagesandsupply
: chaindisruptions.

renanamunsrens

Chairing a meeting of the
informal group of

(IGoM) on West Asia develop-

At CIT’s annual meet, pet-
roleum secretary Neeraj Mit-
tal said there was no need for

: me_l- rationing or panic buy-
ing, even as he urged people °
_ tofollow the PM’sguidelines.
~ PMModidoubled downon
his appeal on Monda); and

The impact of all these circu-
mstances is continuously be-
ing felt across the entire
world, and India is certainly
not immune to it,” he said in
Vadodara. “Through every

small and big effort, we must

reduce our consumption of

~ imported products and refra-
- in from personal .activities

that involve expenditure of

. 'foreigncurmncx
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Oil rises as Trump
rejects Iran plan, :
Strait still shut

()il prices rose after USPre- :
sident Trump rejected :
Iran’sresponsetohislatestpe- :
ace proposal, prolonging the '
effective closureof thecrucial :
Straitof Hormuzaheadof his :

trip to China from May 13.

Brent crude futures ad-
vanced as much as4.6%, befo- :
re paring gains to trade near :

WRENERGY IS
$103 a barrel. Trump said he :
plans to suspend a federal ga- :
soline tax as consumers deal :

with surging energy prices.
In a social media post, Tru-

mp said Iran’s response was :
“TOTALLY UNACCEPTAB- :
LE”, and added that the cease- :

ﬁremthlranms“atitswea
kest” and on “life support”.

TheUSandIsrael'swaron :
Iranstarted on Feb 28, andat- !
 tacks have been paused since

AprﬂBinatmcedealPl‘ .
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“Trump rejects Iran’s p
says ceasefire ‘on e

Tehran Had Sought End To Bl

Wi n/Dubai: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said on
Monday that a ceasefire with
Iran was “on life support” af-
ter he rejected Tehran's re-
sponse to a US peace propo-
sal, fuelling concerns of are-
sumption of hostilities in the
10-week-old conflict that has
killed thousands and halted
vital energy flows.

Daysafter Washington flo-
ated a proposal aimed at reo-
pening negotiations, Iran on
Sunday released a response
focused on ending the war on
allfronts, including Lebanon,
where US ally Israel is figh-
ting Iran-backed Hezbollah
militants. The response had
been swifily rejected by

Trump. “I don’t like it — TO-
UNACCEPTABLE,”

YOl
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p6mpensation, Sovereignty Over Hormuz

o ) re other demands of Iram,
praan | which are considered a gene- :

rousand responsible offer.”
Trickle of traffic via Hormuz

den with crude exited the wa-
terway last week, with track-

an attacks. A second Qatari

Traffic through the Strait of :
Hormuz is at a trickle compa-
red with before the war. Ship- :
ping data on Kpler and LSEG :
showed that three tankers la- :

.
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ersswitchedofftoavoidlrani: o

' s 3 LNG tanker was attemptingto :
Curlous visitors check a video game mocking the war on Iran that transit the strait, the data sho- -
appeared at the National Mall in Washington DC on Monday wed, days after the first such :

‘ - e e onaiEy
] Tt gement involving Iran and Pa- :
Trump: Wil mmreiatgx It):ployed |;||m_sulbs i Sy e e
SI.ISWI’gﬂSO'iIe ntrol halt: und the strait in recent days :
1' <« L havetested aceasefire thathas :
P ident Trump said Monday Iransaysit‘sdeployedsmall paused all-out warfaresince it :
ewillmovetosuspendthe submarinestoactasan“inv-  tookeffect in early April. g

sderaltaxongasolinetohelp  isibleguardian”of the Strait of

Americans shoulder surging Hormuzamidaseriesofrejec-  Trump to talk iran with Xi -
fuel prices caused by thelran ted peace deals between Tehran Thenextdiplomaticormi-
war. The president cannot " andtheUS. The IslamicRepublic litary steps remain unclear. :
suspend the federal taxon his hasatleast16ofthe Ghadir-cla-  Trump is expected to arrive :
Congress would haveto ss midgetsubmarines,accordi-  in Beijing on Wednesday, :

approve the move. Lawmakers ngtothe International Institute where Iran is set to beamong :
from both parties have pushed for Strategic Studies.Eachhasa the topics discussed with Chi- :
foragas-tax suspension, saying crew of fewerthan10 people nese President Xi Jinping. :
it would provide much-needed andcancarryeithertwotorpe-  Trump has been leaning on
relief for families and busin- does ortwo Chinese-designed  China to use its influence to :

sses that rely ontheir cars and C-704 anti-ship cruisemissiles.  push Tehran toward a deal i

trucks to gettoworkand school  Buttheyare noislerthanmost  with Washington. Iran’s fore- :
and run everyday errands. modern submarines. Their cre-  ign ministry spokesperson. :
Asked by reporters atthe White ws also have limited experience, Baghaei suggested China co-
House how long the tax should and the vesselsare knownto ha- uld instead use the visit to
id  besuspended, Trump said, vemaintenanti:gissms.aperson ‘mbffé‘égﬁéfrsé’ﬁﬁﬁi
: it » said. BLOOMBERG . :
til it sappropriate.” a inthe know ﬁ-iendsknowverywel_ltll}ow?;
ministry spokesperson Es- use these opportunities
maeil Baghaei said. “Safepas- warnaboluttheoonsequences
sage through the Straitof Hor- of theUS megalandbulb'mg :
muz and establishing security actions onregionalpeaceant
in the region and Lebanon we- secur1ty,_"he§aid. AGENCIES
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: Ukraine, Russia
. fighton despite
- a brlef ceasefire
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5 ' UkrmneandRussmagreed :
i on Friday to a ceasefire from :
May9toMayllaspartof aUS- :
led push for peace under Presi- :

dent Donald Trump after more :
than four years of war follo- :
wing Russia’s full-scale inva- :
: _s;qnmm.’l‘nmpsaidonFri- :
R hehopedtheceasﬁrewo- :
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West Bengal Govt approves land |
transfer to BSF for-oorder fencing

Central welfare
schemes, including
Ayushman Bharat and
Jan Arogya Yojana,
Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao, and the
Ujwala 3.0 scheme
would now be
implemented in

West Bengal. BNS
criminal law will also
be implemented.

HOWRAH, May 11 (ANI)

WEST Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Monday
announced that the State
Government has begun the
process of transferring land to

the Border Security Force (BSF)

for fencing the India-
Bangladesh border. The newly
elected Chief Minister said that
theland would be handed over
to the Ministry of Home Affairs
within 45 days to address the

issue of illegal infiltration.
Addressing media persons
after the first Cabinet meeting
of the newly-formed BJP
Government at Nabanna in
Howrah, Adhikari said the deci-
sion was among the key resolu-

tions taken during the meeting,

“In our very first Cabinet
meeting today, we have taken
the decisionto transfer the land
to the BSE The process oftrans-
ferring this land commences
today. It will be transferred to
the MHA within the next 45
days. Oncethis is accomplished,
the BSF will complete the bor-
der fencing, and the ongoing
issue of illegal infiltration will
be resolved within ashort peri-
od,” Adhikari said.

The Chief Minister said the
first cabinet meeting with sen-
ior officials focused on gover-
nance priorities and develop-
mentinitiativesunderthe BJP’s
“double-engine Government.”

“The first cabinet meeting
with all concerned officials went
well. We assure the people of
Bengal that the double-engine
Government will complete all
development-related works. Six
decisions were taken duringour
first cabinet meeting,” he stat-
ed. Adhikari also announced
that central welfare schemes,

(Conid on page 3)



EC set to roll out hase il of SIR
in ‘coming days’; 15 cover 22 States, UTs

NEW DELHI, May 11 (PTI)

THE Election Commission is set
to roll out phase three of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
ofvoters' listin the next “coming
days’, officials said on Monday,
adding that it could cover the
remaining 22 States and Union
Territories covering nearly 40
crore electors. The poll authori-
ty had held back its rollout due
to assembly elections in Kerala,
Assam, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu

an<‘west Bengal held lastmonth.

The officials said SIR could be
rolled out in the “coming days”
as the poll process is now com-
plete. So far, SIR has been car-
ried out in 10 States and three
UTs. They are Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Puducherry,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Goa and Bihar. A ‘spe-
cialrevision’ ofelectoral rollswas
carried out in Assam.

Sixty croreofthe nearly 99 crore
voters have been covered in the
clean-up exercises of these vot-
ers’ list. The remaining nearly 40
crore electors will be covered in
the proposedexercise in 17 States
and five UTs. On Feb 19, the poll
authority had asked 22 States and
UTs including Delhi to complete
preparatory work related to SIR
at the earliest as the exercise is
“expectedto startfromApril”. Once
theexerciseiscompleted, all States
and UTs will be covered.



Philippine Vice
President
impeasned

MANILA, May 11 (AP)

AN OVERWHELMING
majority of the House of
Representatives of the
Philippines voted to
impeach Vice President
Sara Duterte on Monday
over alleged unexplained
wealth and threats to have
the President assassinated,
_ as the rift

| between
the two top
officials
escalated.

The
House,
which is
dominated
Sara Duterte by
President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s
allies, voted 255-26 with
nine abstentions. The two
impeachment complaints
against Duterte, which will
now be elevated to the
Senate for a trial, mark an
initial setback to her plan
to seek the presidency in
2028.

The Vice President, who
is the daughter of former
President Rodrigo Duterte,
has generally denied any
wrongdoing without
answering the criminal
allegations against her in
detail.




