India, Japan exchange
of memorandum of
cooperation in heaith,
medical devices

NEW DELHI, May 6 (P’1])

THE Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
the Department of Science and Technology
(DST), and the Japan Agency for Medical Research
and Development (AMED) on Wednesday
exchanged a memorandum of cooperation
(MoC) inthefield of healthand medical devices.

The development took place during a meet-
ing between Union minister Jitendra Singh and
Kimi Onoda, Japan’s minister of state for sci-
ence and technology policy.

In a statement, Singh said, “India and Japan
share a natural synergy in science and technol-
ogy. While Japan brings advanced technologi-
cal capabilities, India offers a vast pool of tal-
ented human resources.

“Together, we can accelerateinnovationin fron-
tier areas and translate research into impactful
societal outcomes.”

Duringthe meeting, aletter of intent on coop-
eration in quantum science and technology was
also signed between the Cabinet Office of Japan
and DST.



China asks Iran to reopen Strait

of Hormuz as soon as psssible
Comprehenswe ceasefire needed China to Iran

BEIJING, May 6 (

CHINA onWednesday called on
Iran to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz “as soon as possible” as
itappreciated Tehran’s commit-
ment not to develop nuclear
weapons, aprimedemand of US
President Donald Trump to end
the war against the Islamic
Republic.

“On the issue of the Strait, the
international community shares
a common concern over restor-
ing normal and secure naviga-
tion through theStrait,and China
hopes relevant parties will
respond as soon as possible to
the strong call from the interna-
tional community,” Chinese
Foreign MinisterWangYi told his
[ranian counterpart Abbas

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqgchi meets with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Araghchi during their talks here.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on Wednesday told his
Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi that Chinawas “deeply
distressed” over the war that has
lasted more than two months
and said a“comprehensive cease-
fire” was needed.

Significantly, Wangappreciat-
ed Iran’s commitment not to
develop nuclear weapons. Trump
has been demanding Iran hand
over stockpiles of enriched ura-
niumand a20-year commitment
from Tehran not to develop
nuclear weapons.

China appreciates Iran’s not-
to-develop-nuclear-weapons
commitment, and affirms Iran’s
legitimate right to peaceful use
of nuclear energy, Wang told
Araghchi.




India, South Korea li%ely to hold
FTA review talks on May 25

NEW DELHI, May 6 (PTI)

INDIA and Souti Ksiea are expect-
ed to hold negotiations on May 25
regarding the review of the com-
prehensive economic partnership
agreement (CEPA), which was
implemented in January 2010, an
official said.

The deliberations are important
as India has suggested Korea to con-
sider negotiating a fresh bilateral
trade agreement to make it more
contemporary and address con-
cerns of the trade deficit. “The offi-
cials of the two countries are meet-
ing on May 25 for the FTA review,”
the official said. Last month, in a
bilateral meeting here, Commerce

and IndustryMinister Piyush Goyal
made the suggestion to negotiate a
fresh FTAto his Korean counterpart
Yeo Han-koo.The Minister,onmul-
tiple occasions, flagged India’s con-
cerns over the widening trade deficit
between the two countries.

India’s exports to Korea declined
9.3 per cent to USD 5.81 billion in
2024-25 from USD 6.41 billion in
2023-24. Imports fell marginally by
0.34 per cent to USD 21 billion in
2024-25, leaving a trade deficit of
USD 15.19 billion. It was USD 8 bil-
lion in 2020-21. The two countries
aim to double their two-way com-
merce to USD 54 bn by 2030 from
the current USD 27 bn while ensur-
ing a balanced trade relationship.



Trump threatens Iran with bombin

Iran launches new
system to regulate
shipping through
Strait: Report

TEHRAN. May § (IANS)

IRAN haslaunched anew sys-
tem ta control ship traffic
through theStrait of Hormuz,
state media reported, con-
tinuing 4 maritime standoff
that nowinvolves a US block-
ade and threats of military
action,

Under the new rules, all
ships planning 1o pass
thrpugh the narrow waterway
MUSE receive permission via
emall lrom lranian suthori-
ties, reports ‘Xinhun news
ageney’, quoting state-run
Press TV lvan is calling the
Initiative i "soversign gover-
nance systen,”

B By E Eduardo Castillo and
Elena Becatoros
WASHINGTON, May 6 (AT}

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
threatened Iran with more
hombing on Wednesday if it
doesn't reopen the Stmit of
Hormuz after a report that an
agreement is emerging o end
WL

Trump posed on social media
that the war with Iran could soon
endand oil and narral gas ship-
ments could restart. But thatall
depends on lran accepling a
reported agreement that the 115
President did not detail.

“If they don'tagree, the homb-
ing starts, and itwill be, sedly, a1
a much higher level an
shty than it was helore,”
saidd,

Trump said it was “perhaps a
higassumption” that Tran would
agree 1o the terms being offered
by the United States.

TRUMP PAUSES PROJE
FREEDOM, CLAIMS GREAT

Trump

doesn’t reopen Strait

PROGRESSFOR FINALAGREE-
MENT WITH IRAN: President
Nanald Trump has suspended
"Poject Freedom,” 10 escort
ships through the Strait of
Hormuz, claiming progress in
negotiations with lran toward an
agreement to end the war

In a post on Truth Social on
Tuesday, Trump said, “Great
progress has been made toward
o complete and final agreement

TEHRAN, My 6 (LANS:

IRAN'S main military command, Khatam al-
AnbivaCentral Headquarters, said that the coun-
try's Armed Forees have carried out no missile or
drone operation againstthe United Arab Emirses
[UAE) over the past days, the semi-official Fars

news agency reported.
Headquarters spokesman Ehrzhim Zolfaghari
made Tuesday (localume],

stressing that if Iran had taken such actions, “we
would announce it decisively and explicitly,”

Iran has not attacked UAE in recent days: Top military command

He rejected a report by the LIAFE thar accused
Iranolavunchimngd | rriissik ks agal
the country, calling on the UAE's officials and
statesmen nof to let their country fall into the
trap laid by the | Inited States and lsrael, reports
Xinhua news agency. Zolfaghari also urged them
nol o wage a “media invasion" against Iran and
hurl “unjustified accusations” against the coun-
try, noting that the UAE has become one of the
main bases of the United States and lsrael in the
West Asia region and is home to a major part of
their roops and military equipment,

with representatives of lran.”
“Based on the request of
P an and othercounirie
remendous Military succes:
we have had during the cam-
paignagainst thecountryof lran
and, additionally, the fact that
great progress his been made
toward a
Agrecment w
ofTran, we

that, while the blockade will

remain in full force and effect,

operation on Sunday and the US

Project Freedom ( The M
of Ships through the Strait of

Hormuz] will be paused for a
short period of tme 1o see

Central Cr d began imple-

menting it the next day.
However, the Project led o

Friction in the vicinity of the nar-

whether ornot the agr can
be finalised and signed,” hesaid.

Project Freedomwas launched
on Monday to escort ships,
nded due to the closure of
raitol Hormue, out 1o safe-
ty. Trump had announced the

row seaway, i key roulte fortrans-

porting one-fifth of the global oil
supplies, withthe UAE claiming
that its ships were attacked by
Tran, The USalso cladmed tohave
destroyed several Tranian small
boats,

US, Gulf allies threaten Iran with

sanctions in UN p

roposal if it

e I



US, Guif allies threaten Iran wi*i
sanctions in UN proposal i¥ ..
doesn’t release Horm»- chokehold

CINTTED NATICNS, May 6 (AT

THE United States and its Go" ailies have proposed a UN reso-
lution threatening lran o sanctions or other measures if it
doesn’t halt attacks onships in the Strait of Hormuz, stop impos
ing®illegal inlls,” and disclose the placement of allmines to allow
Ireedom of navigation.

The draft Security Council resolution, obtained Tuesday by
The Associated Press, also demands thal Iran "immediately par-
ticipate in and enable” United Nations efforts to establish a
humanitarian corridor in the strail for the delivery of vital aid,
fertiliser and other goods.

Ti is the latest diplomatic effort by the US and its Gulf allies
alter a walered-down resolution aimed at opening the strail was
vetoed by China and Russia hours before Washington and lehran
announced a temporary ceasefire in eary April.



India launches Swasth Bharat Portal to
integrate multiple digita! nealth systems

NEW DELHI, May 6 (LANS)

THE Government launched
Swasth BharatPortaltointegrate
multiple national health pro-
gramme applications into a sin-
gle interoperable platform, an
official statement said on
Wednesday.

The application has been
designed asan API-based aggre-
gatorplatformto eliminate siloed
systems, fragmented datasets,
sub-optimal utilisation of
resources and duplication of
efforts. It will reduce duplicate
data entry and ease administra-
tive burdens on frontline health
workers. It enables interoper-
ability and convergence, creat-
ing a unified digital layer across
programmes. Envisioned as a
one-stop integrated platform, it
brings multiple national health
programmes onto asingleinter-
face, eliminating the need for

INTEGRATED DATA A" AOSS VARIOUS PORTALS

T,
L

2
e 8 = i L
e I‘."_— Feey e
R oI
i A b 4 S
L ot
gL .i-.'.‘. Ly ST ‘:nn 5
e Y Swasth Bharat I B
— iy ey ——— o L
_—— - -t -
. Gk
T & ey -
FH5 A A Vi
Taamy L ok Pty
e gl . - Tt !
5% - e %
Y™ ;

(T
-y

multiple logins and repetitive
dataentry, while enhancing effi-
ciency at all levels.

India’s frontline health work-
ers, including accredited social
health activists (ASHAs), auxil-
iary nurse midwifes (ANMs),
community health officers
(CHOs), and medical officers
(MOs), oftenspend considerable
time navigating multiple appli-

cations for program reporting.
The newly-launched portal
addresses this issue by provid-
ing a single platform for easy
access, along with data visuali-
sation tools and the use of data
at the local level for monitoring
and evidence-based planning.
The platform is Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)-
compliant and supports inte-

gration with Ayushman Bharat
Health Account for seamlessand
secure exchange of patienthealth
records.

It is designed to evolve into a
comprehensive and interopera-
bledigital health ecosystem, fur-
ther integrating with national
registries such asthe Healthcare
Professionals Registry (HPR) and
Health Facility Registry (HFR).

The Ministry estimated that
efficiency gains from consolida-
tion will extend to an infra-
structure savings of about 20-30
percent, reductionsinrepetitive
data entry of roughly up to 40
per cent and similar declines in
human-resource duplication.

The statement from the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare said that Union Health
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
unveiled the application during
the 10th National Summit on
Innovation and Inclusivity.



~.But Allows
Participationin
Global Events

Times News NETWORK

: New Delhi: India has deci-
: ded to continue its ban on bi-
: lateral sporting = engage-
: ments with Pakistan, while
¢ permitting participation of
: itsathletes in multilateral to-
: urnaments in the country,
: the sports ministry said on
: Wednesday. The policy, which
: was first introduced in Aug
: last year, has again drawn a

: clear distinction between bi-
: lateral series and internatio-
: nal competitions governed

i Toaa 2

will neither to Pakis-
tanfor bllate__ competitions
nor host i1stani teams for

~ ents in India. “In so
far as bilateral sports events,
Indian teams will not be par-
tlcipatlng in competitions in
Pakistan. Nor will we permit
Pakistani teams to play in In-
dia,” the statement said.
However, the govt clarifi-

ed that the restriction does

not extend to multilateral
competitions such as world
championships or continen-
tal events. Indian athletes
will continue to compete in

‘international tournaments
featuring Pakistani partici-

pants, regardless of venue.

Likewise, Pakistaniathletes
willbeallowed tocompete in.
. eventshosted inIndiaunder
portsfederations.

""-_-;jhe Olympic

~ cial tenure, subject to a maxi- |

‘halgam terror attack in 2025

ding India’s participation in

nations has remained su-

cip esof inclu-
untr ‘spended since2012-13.

res to host 2030 Commonwe- :
alth Games and is pursuing :
bidsformajoreventslike2036 :
Olympics and 2038 Asiad. 3

“To position India as a :
preferred destination forhos- :
ting international sporting :
events, the visa process for :
sportspersons, team officials, :
technical personnel, and offi- :
ce-bearers of International :
Sports Governing Bodies :
shall be simplified. Inrespect :
of office-bearers of such bo- -
dies, a multi-entry visa shall
be granted on priority basis
for the duration of their offi-

mum period of five years,”
thestatementadded. -

The govt’s current stance
follows tensions after the Pa-

and controversy surroun-

the AsiaCupinthe UAE. Bila-
teral cricket between the two




Tehran Wants
‘Fair Deal’ In
14-Point MoU

chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Statesand Iran are edging clo-
ser toa diplomatic breakthro-
ugh, with both sides working
to finalise a one-page memo-
randum that could open the
door to longer-term negotia-
tions and end the three-
month-long global ordeal.

Senior US officials told
Axios a draft document —a

Washington: The United
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> Possibility of US, Iran inching
closer to deal pulls down crude
prices sharply, boosts rupee
agalnst $, lifts Sensex 941pts;

Iran's state-run Press TV

aghchi, calls40r swift

Abbas £ _
reopenlng it of Hnrmu -
‘as soon as pmllle’ R
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be a pre-condition for ships to pass
 through Strait of Hormuz, reports
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| Smoke rises following an
Israeli strike in southern
Lebanen’s Yohmor village
on Wednesday
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The proposed memo, see-

‘mingly an initiative from the
-US — whose presidént Do-

nald Trump is trying to extri-
catelumselt‘fmmawarheex—

pected to be short, swift and

- easy —isreported to be deli-

berately thin, a framework

. rather thanaf\ﬂltreat)c But
A itselementsarefarreachmg

Tessrmavianiay #esiRtasassraan

sassmsasnias

Short paper, long odds: Iran
peace hinges on

ALK OF DEAL LIFTS

) Da  before Xi-Trump meeting

g memo

‘Massive hit to US

infra in Iran strikes®
ranian airstrikes have da-

‘maged or destroyed at least

228 structures or pieces of
equipment at US military si-
tes across West Asia since the
conflict began, hitting hang-
ars, barracks, fuel depots, air-
craftand key radar, communi-
cations and air defence equip-
ment, as per a Washington
Post analysis of satellite ima-
gery. The destruction is far
larger than what has been
acknowledged by the US govt

_orpreviously reported. P16

Atitscoreisamutual de-esca-

. lation deal: While the US wo-

uld roll back economic, and

" military pressure, lift sanc-

tions, unfreeze Iranian assets
and end its blockade, Iran wo-
uld accept significant curbs
onitsnuclear programme,

»Continuedon P 16
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