Russia, Ukraine announce separate
ceasefire ahead of Yictory Day

KYIV, May 5 (ANI)

RUSSIA'SDefence N inistrysaid;
it will observe a twc -dav ecase-
fire in Ukraine from May 8 to 9
to mark the 81st anniversary of
the end of World Warllin Europe,
while cautioning that any dis-
ruption to Victory Day com-
memorations by Ukraine would
prompt a response.

According to the statement,
the decision was taken by
PresidentVladimir Putin, declar-
ing that “a ceasefire is declared
on 8-9May2026in honourof the
celebration of the Victory of the
Soviet people in the Great
Patriotic War.” Moscow added,
“We expect the Ukrainian side
to follow this example.”

“Should the Kiev regime
attempt to carry out its criminal
plans aimed at disrupting the
celebration of the 81st anniver-
sary of the Victory in the Great
Patriotic War, the Armed Forces
of the Russian Federation will
launch aretaliatory, massive mis-
sile strike on the centre of Kiev,”

Emergency services personnel work to extinguish a fire on a
vehicle following a Russian drone attack in Kyiv region of Ukraine

on Tuesday.

(AP/PTI)

it added. Also, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
announced a separate ceasefire
window Ukraine would initiate
a truce from midnight on May 5
to 6. In a post on X, he said, “As
of today, there has been no offi-
cial appeal to Ukraine regarding
the modality of a cessation of
hostilities that is being claimed
on Russian social media.”
Emphasisinghumanitarian con-
cerns, headded, “We believe that

human life is far more valuable
than any anniversary ‘celebra-
tion’”

Kyivdeclared thatitwould ini-
tiate a ceasefire from midnight
onMay5to6. “In this regard, we
are announcing a ceasefire
regime starting at 00:00 on the
night of May 5-6. In the time left
until that moment, it is realistic
toensurethatsilence takeseffect.
We will act reciprocally starting
from that moment,” he said.




Army to get 5 ground-based mobile ¢lectronic systems

NEW DELHI, May 5 PTI)

THEDefence Ministry on Tuesday
signed aRs 1,476 crore contract with
Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) to
procure five ground-based mobile
electronic systems for the Indian
Army.

The mobile electronic systems
are expected to boost the Army’s
surveillanceand networkinginfia-
structure. The Minitsiigess™ine
mobileelectronicsystemswill have
a minimum of 72 per cent indige-
nous content.

“The contract, under the buy

(Indi=:-Indigenously designed,
d=.eloped and manufactured) cat-
egory, was inked in the presence
of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh,” the Ministry said.

“The system will modernise the
Indian Army units and strengthen
the indigenous defence manufac-

turing ecosystem of the country,”
it said in a brief statement.

The Defence Ministry said the
contract reinforced Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led Government'’s
commitment to Aatmanirbhar
Bharat and Make-in-India in the
defence sector.



CDS bats for using
Brain-Gomputer Interface
tech in national secui ity

NEW DELHI, May SJ(JANS)

CHIEF of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan
on Tuesday called for sustained collaboration
among the Armed Forces, academia, industry,
and research organisations to harness the full
potential of Brain-Computer Interface tech-
nologies for national security and broader soci-
etal benefit. He gave the call while inaugurating
aconference on ‘Brain-Computer Interface (BCI):
Expanding Neural Frontiers; Its Strategic
Implications’ jointly organised by Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff (HQIDS) and the Centre
for Joint Warfare Studies.

The conference, envisioned by the Chief of
Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman COSC
(CISC), Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, brought
together senior military leadership, policymak-
ers, scientists, medical experts, industry repre-
sentatives, start-ups and academia to deliber-
ate upon the emerging field of Brain-Computer
Interface (BCI) and its strategic implications.




India, Jamaica agree to
boost trade, skiiied mobility
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Jamaica Foreign Minister
Kamina Johnson Smith during the signing of an agreement in

Kingston on Monday.

(AP/PTI)

KINGSTON, May 5 (PTD)

INDIA andJamaica agreed to fur-
ther strengthen trade linkages
and explore cooperation for
recruitment and mobility of
skilled professionals, including
healthcareworkers and teachers,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference here after talks with his
Jamaican counterpart Kamina ]
Smith on Monday, Jaishankar
said the discussions were com-
prehensive, and theyreviewed the
entire gamut of bilateral ties,

identifyingnewavenues to deep-
en the partnership.

“We signed several important
agreements and discussed effec-
tive implementations of MoUs
which have been recently con-
cludedinthefields of digital trans-
formation, cultural exchange,
sports and digital payments to
ensure tangible outcomes on the
ground,” he said. India recog-
nised Jamaica’s growing role as a
logistics hub and gateway to the
Caribbean for trade and invest-
ment, Jaishankar said.

“We agreed to further strength-
en trade, business and invest-

ment linkages, explore cooper-
ationforrecruitmentand mobil-
ity of skilled professionals,
including nurses, healthcare
workers and teachers,” he said.

The two sides also discussed
expanding cooperation in
defenceand security, healthcare,
digitisation, agriculture, educa-
tion and infrastructure, the
Minister said.

Highlighting development
cooperation as akey pillar of ties,
Jaishankar noted the successful
completion of the Improving
Rural Livelihoods Project in
Kitson Town in March 2026,
implemented with Indian assis-
tance of USD 1 million underthe
India-UN Development
Partnership Fund, benefiting
over200individuals and impact-
ing thousands more.

Hesaid Indiaisalsodiscussing
the feasibility of establishing an
artisan empowerment hub in
Jamaica and reiterated support
for the country’s recovery fol-
lowing Hurricane Melissa.

As part of humanitarian assis-
tance, India has supplied relief
material, deployed a medical
teamandisinthe process ofpro-
viding 30 dialysis units. It is also
sending 40 fishingboatsand 200
GPS units to aid recovery efforts.

Theministersreaffirmed close
cooperation in multilateral fora
and discussed issues such as
reformed multilateralism, cli-
mate justice and priorities ofthe
Global South.



J Indians injured in Iran drone-attack on UAE

DURATL May 5 (FTD

THREE Indian nationals were
injured on Monday afier a fire
broke out on the Fujairah
Petroleum  Industries  Zone
(FOIZ) in the UAE following a
drone strike, officials said.

In & post on X, the Indian
Embassy in the UAE confinmed
that three Indians sustained
injuries in attacks in Fujairah.

"We are in touch with local
authorities forensuring adequate
medical care and welfare of the
affected Indian nationals,” it
added.

Earlier, the UAE’s state-run
WAM news agency reported that
the relevant authorities in the
eastern emirate of Fujairah con-
firmed that afire had broken out
in the FOIZ resulting from a
drone attack coming from lran,

Fujairah Civil Defence teams
immediately responded to the
incident and are continuing
efforts to bring the fire under
control, it added.

Three Indian nationals sus-

tained moderate injuries after
the fire broke out on the oil facil-
ity, the Khaleej Times reported,

quoting authorities in Fujairah.
The injured were taken to the
hospital for reatment, it added.

In a pogt Un X, the UAE’s
Ministry . Defencesaid thatlran
laung ed four missiles oward

DUBAL May 5 (AF)

USmilitaryleaderssaid Tuesday
that a ceasefire with lran
remains in effect a day after
Tehran was blamed for new
attacks in the Strait of Hommuz
and against the United Arab
Emirates,

The fragile truce, reached
nearly a month ago, appeared
to be holding as US forces
pressed ahead with efforts 1o
reopen the vital waterway for
global energy. On Monday, the

Geasefire with Iran heldirZ yespite attacks
in Strait of Hormuz: US military leaders

US said it sank six small Iranian
boatsthathad threatened com-
mercial ships. So far, only two
merchant ships are known to
have passedthroughanew U5-
guarded route, with hundreds
more bottled up in the Persian
Gulf. It's unclear whether con-
tinued US military action will
reassure shippers without
reigniting the conflict that
beganwith USand Tsraelistrikes
on Iran on February 28,
TheUAE, akey American ally,
sald It came under artack by

Iranian missiles and drones for
a second straight day on
Tuesday, At least three people
werewounded in artacks the day
before, and a drone sparked a
fire at a key oil fagility in the
eastern emirate of [ujairah.

Iran's effective closure of the
strait, through which majoroil
and gassupplies passed before
the war, along with fertilizer
and other petroleum-derived
products, has sent fuel prices
skyrocketing and rattled the
global economy.

various areas across the coun-
try. “Three were successfully
engaged over the country’s ter-
ritorial waters, whileonefellinto
the sea,” it said.

The Ministry urged the pub-
licto comply withall publicsafe-
ty procedures when warning
messages are issued to the pub-
lic. Authorities have urged the
public not to circulate rumours
and torelyonlyonofficial sources
for information, Gulf News
reported.

I'he UAES Foreign Ministry
strongly condemned what it
called “renewed unprovoked
Iranianaggression” using missiles
and drones.

In a statement, the ministry
said that these “attacks consti-
tute a dangerous escalation, an
unacceptable act of aggression,
and a direct threat to the UAEs
securlty, stability, and errivori-
al integrity, in violation of the

principles of international law
and the Charter of the United

Nations,"
M MODI CONDEMNS
ATTACKS ON UAE: PHIME

Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesdaystrongly condemned the|
attacks on the United Arab
Emirates’ port city of Fujairah
that resulted in injuries to three
Indian nationals.

Modi's sharp denouncemen
of the attacks came a day after
the Indians were injured after,
drone strikes caused a fire ata
major oil industry]
zone in Fujairah. The UAE had
accused Iran of carrying out the|
strike.

“Strongly condermn theattacks|
on the UAE that resulted in
injuries to three Indian nation-
als. Tarpeting civilians and infra-
structureisunacceptable,” Modi
said on social media

“India stands in firm solidar-
ity with the UAE and reiterates
its support for the peaceful res-
olutlon of all issues through dia-
logue and diplomacy,” he said.




oath in WB

KOLKATA, May 5 (ANI)

THE newly-elected BharatiyaJanata Party
(BJP)-led government in West Bengal will
take oath on May 9 (Saturday), coincid-
ing with the birth anniversary of Nobel
laureate Rabindranath Tagore, said West
Bengal Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
PresidentSamik Bhattacharya on Tuesday.

“The Prime Minister announced yes-
terday that on 25th Baisakh, that is May
9, Rabindranath Tagore’s birthday, this
Government will take the oath,”
Bhattacharya told ANI, terming the
moment historic for the State.

BJP-led Govt to take
sn May 9

Addressing concerns over post-elec-
tion incidents, he condemned reports of
vandalism involving BJP flags and warned
of strict action. “Some minor incidents
have come to light where vandalism was
done... We condemn this. If anyone does
this, we will be forced to expel them from
the party,” hesaid, adding that theadmin-
istration must also ensure law and order.

Bhattacharya urged partyworkersto cel-
ebrate responsibly. “Celebrate the victo-
ry, but don’t do anything that hurts any-
one’s feelings. As big as our victory, our
responsibility is also that big,” he said.

Highlighting the scale of support, he
credited voters across
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regions and even over-
seas supporters for con-
tributing to the party’s
success. “From Toronto
toSilicon Valley... people
came and supported.
Migrant labourers spent
from their own pockets
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