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;! Us president’s Project Freed
- Mmeets Jran’s residual fzrepower

US Init; Gy t Attack Since Truce
Nitlateg Hormuy Escort: Iran Fires Mis t UAE, 1s

Chidanang Ra.fghan.”, ety Tmedey drones, and fast-attack craft,
NN

Washington: The
tesand Iran areon the verga
!-951”‘.—11_.'15: im-ry "“”“'iliu
match inthe Gulf after Tehray,
attacked UAE with drones and
missiles in response to US ef-
fortstomilitarilyescort scores
of ships stranded in the Strait
of Hormuz under what it cal-
led “Project Freedom”,

In a high-stakes gamble
that blends humanitarian rhe-
toric with hard power signal-
ling, US President Donald
Trump on Monday initiated a
Washington-ledmove toescort
commercial vessels out of the
volatile waterway under pro-
tective US cover. But the power
move was met with residual
Iranian firepower as Tehran
attacked UAE's Fujairah pro-
vince, forcing it to take defensi-
vemeasures againstincoming
missilesand drones.

The US, for its part, clai-

med two merchant ships
had transited through the
strait, but Iran rejected the
assertion, claiming it wasin
full control of thestrait. The
tit-for-tat Aannouncements co-
me amid a grinding two-
month conflict in the Gulf that
has choked one of the world’s
most critical oil arteries,

The contest for control of

the Strait of Hormuz has now

Uniteg Sta.
of

— — gives it effective control over :

GERMAN MINESWEEPER Sere cp navy's minesweeper
“Fulda” during its departure a?ﬁeﬂ;n?aeﬁﬁgr a ;fnssihle deployment
in the Strait of Hormuz, on Monday. The German govt has said it is
willing to participate in mine clearing efforts in the Strait, but only once
Iran and the US have agreed on the cessation of hostilities

the termsof engagement. most shipsoptingtousean Ira-
Earlier, framing the opera- nian-controlled traffic separa-
tion as a humanitarian inter-  tion scheme (shipping chan-
vention, Trump said neutral nel closer to Iran’s shores) rat-
countries had appealed to herthana US-proposed corri-
Washington to help free ships  dor closer to Oman. Shipping
“locked up” in the strait, many executives said the plan lacks
runninglowonfood and essen- operational clarityand itisun-
tial supplies. The US, he said, clear whether it is sustainable,
Wwould “guide their ships safe-  echoing industry concerns
ly out of these restricted wa- that without Iranian coordina-
terways”, warning that any in- tion, any large-scale transit
terference “will... have to be  risksreigniting hostilities.
dealt with forcefully”. The ope- '
ration, which began Monday ~ Shippers not convinced
morning Middle East time, In strictly military terms,
Was pitched as a goodwill ges-  the US retains overwhelming
ture — including toward Iran superiority The US Navy can
— even as it carries unmista- project force across the Gulf
coercive undertones. with carrier strike ﬁgﬁ'
surveillance systems, %
Ships pick Iran lane, for now ed bases. But geography —and
. Ontheground, Project Fre-  politics — complicate that ad-
edom gotoff toahesitantstart,  vantage, Iran’s proximity t :
Vessel tr throughthestra- the strait, combined with i

Schools go back
to online mode

ran's Revolutionary Guards » United Arab Emirates
navy issued a new map of on Monday ordered - all
the area of the Strait of Hor-  schools to return to remote
muz under its control on Mon-  learning for the rest of the
Starts in the west with a line  said, following a spate of af.
between the westernmost tip tacks ta country,
~ Of Iran’s Qeshm island to the ~ The UAE slammed the latest
UAE'sUmm al Quwain. Inthe  Ir barrage, gtheat.
 éast. theareastopsatalinebe- tacks represent a _
- and UAE's Emirate of Fujai- - It addeq
g its ful]

escalation dynamics. Even li

mited harassment can deter :
commercial shipping, as insu-

rers raise premiums and com-
panies refuse to risk multimil-
lion-dollar vessels. Without a
broader agreement — ideally
involving Iran — insurers are
unlikely to underwrite voya-
ges through the strait.

Choppy waters for Trump

Inthe US itself, the crisisis :

colliding with kitchen-table :
economics. Gas prices across :

the country have surged to an

average $4.5 a gallon, up from

$2.9 before the conflict —aro- :

ughly 50% increase. Analysts |

warn prices could breach $5.

The spike is putting inten- :

se pressure on Trump, who :
has made energy affordability :

acentral political message.

Some lawmakers are ques- :
‘tioning if Project Freedom :
risks entangling the US in a
broader conflict without cong- :
ressional authorisation, while '
others contend the president :
has little choice but to act to :

stabiliseglobal energy flows.
Trump, however,

in play,

boats

’]“h_a Uniteq g
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. has :
struck a defiant tone, insis- :
tingthat the operation js hoth
necessary and limited, He :
has pointed to “very positive :
discussions” with [rap a6 pvi.
dence that diplomacy i gtj]] :
Y, eVen as he undergco.
res the willingness to e for.
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Left’s last bastion slips out af its grip

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, May 4
(PTI)

KERALA on Monday witnessed
asharp political reset as the State
electors voted out the last Left
Government in the country,
bringing back the Congress to

KERALAM (140)

UDF LDF BJP

102 35 3

the ruling saddle after a gap of
10 years, while the BJP broke
throughalong-standingelectoral
drought by winning three seats.

The Congress-led UDF swept
aside a decade of Left rule under
Pinarayi Vijayan with a decisive
Assembly victory, with the
national party adding the third
southern State to be ruled by it,
in its kitty. The party is in pow-
er in Karnataka and Telangana.

While Congress’ vote share

UDF takes over Keralam aftera decade

Congress members celebrate as Congress leads in the Keralam

Assembly elections 2026, in New Delhi on Monday.

(ANI)

stood at 28.79 per cent, that of
CPI (M) was 21.77 per cent.
Congress ally IUML had a vote-
share of 11.01 per cent.

Apart from stronganti-incum-
bency against the Government,

theresultsofthe April9 pollsalso
indicated aconsolidation of sup-
portacrosssections of societyin
favourofthe United Democratic
Front, which had been in

(Contd on page 5)

Three Lotuses
bloom in Keralam

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, May
4 (PTD

THREE Lotuses bloomed in
Kerala as the BJP on Monday
won from the Nemom,
Kazhakoottam and
Chathannoor constituencies
in the April 9 Assembly polls.
BJP Kerala presidentRajeev
Chandrasekhar confirmed
(Contd on page 5)




Four youths undertake 2-month-long
‘dandavat yatra’ 5 Amarnath shrine

RAMBAN/JAMMU, May 4 (PT1

UNDETERRED by high temper-
atures and difficult terrain, four
youths from Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh have been on
an extraordinary, over nine-
month-long journey to the
revered Amarnath Shrine, per-
forming ‘dandavat pranam’-- a
rigorous religious practice involv-
ing full-body prostrations -- to
spread “a message of Sanatan
Dharma” and “communal har-
mony”.

Traversing the winding stretch-
es of the Jammua "Srinagar
National Highway in Ramban
district, the young pilgrims have
been advancingentirely through
full-body prostrations -- a form
of pilgrimage where devotees
moveforward byrepeatedly lying
flatontheground -- as they make
their waytowardsthecaveshrine
housing the naturally formedice
lingam of Lord Shiva at an alti-

tude ofabout 3,880 metresinthe
South Kashmir Himalayas.

The pilgrims, Jatinder Rajput,
Rohit Ray and Nayain Jain from
Madhya Pradesh, along with
Amit Rajput from Uttar Pradesh,
began theirjourney monthsago.

While the trio from Madhya
Pradesh started on September 3,
2025, Amit Rajput set out earli-
er on July 23, 2025.

“Weareon adandavat pranam
yatra toseekthe blessings of Baba
Barfani. It was our long-cher-
ished wish, and we have been on
this journey for over nine
months,” Amit Rajput said.

Unlike conventional pilgrim-

age, the group has been moving
along step by step through
repeated prostrations, while tak-
ing intermittent breaks.

“For nearlya year, our dailyrou-
tine has revolved around lying
flat on the ground, rising, and
inchingforward,” said Rohit Ray.

Carrying minimal belongings
on abicycle, including blankets,
water and limited food supplies,
the youths have braved extreme
weather, from scorching plains
to the cold and rugged
Himalayan terrain.

Despite the physical strain,
they remain resolute, chanting
“Baba Barfani” for motivation.

The annual Amarnath Yatra is
scheduled to commence on July
3 via the traditional 48-km
Nunwan-Pahalgam route in
Anantnagdistrict, and the short-
erbutsteeper 14-kmBaltalroute
in Ganderbal district, conclud-
ing on August 28 on the occa-
sion of Raksha Bandhan.



DRDO passed on 2,200 technsiogies: Rajnath

PRAYAGRAI, May 4 (IANS)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday said the
Government has placed defence
research at the centre of its pri-
oritiesand the DefenceResearch
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) has already transferred
2,200 technologies to various
industries.

Addressing defence person-
nel, industry captains, innova-
tors and start-ups at the inau-
gural session of the three-day
‘North Tech Symposium, organ-
ised here by the Indian Army's
Northern and Central
CommandsandSocietyofIndian
Defence Manufacturers, the min-
ister underscored the impor-
tance of sustained focus on
research and cultivating the ele-
ment of surprise to stay future-
readyin the present eraof intense
technological revolution.

He pointed out that 25 per cent
of the defence R&amp;D budg-
et has been allocated to the
industry, academia, and start-
ups, and to date, these entities

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief Northern Command Lt. General Pratik Sharma and others
during the North Tech Symposium 2026 in Prayagraj.

(PTI)

havealreadyutilised over Rs 4,500
crore of the budget.
He highlighted the explosive

rate of technological change
being witnessed in modern-day
warfare, in addition to the emer-

gence of the constant “never-
imagined-before” element ofsur-
prise. “Inthe Russia-Ukrainecon-
flict, the nature of warfare trans-
formed from tanks and missiles
to game-changer drones and
sensors within a span of merely
threeor four years. Furthermore,
things which are part of day-to-
day life are turning into deadly
weapons. The pager attacks in
Lebanon and Syria have prompt-
ed a reassessment of modern
warfare methods. In such a sit-
uation, weneed to be prepared,”
Singh said.

He emphasised the need to
adopt a proactive approach and
build capabilities that enable the
country, should the need arise,
to launch an unexpected strike
against its adversary.

Rajnath Singh highlighted that
a new Transfer of Technology
policy has been implemented,
wherein the20 percentfee, levied
earlier, has been completely
waived off for Development-
cum-Production Partners,
Development Partners, and
Production Agencies.



HISTORIC WIN: I¥’s BJP in WB

KOLKATA, May 4 ("I

IN A mandate as sweeping as it
is symholic, the BJF on Monday
scripted history by winning 202
seals Lo secure more than a two-
thirds majorityin theWest Bengal
Assermbly polls, ending the TMC's

WEST BENGAL (294)

BJP TMC Others
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BIPsSuvenduAdhikari, capping
i stunning turnaround after ini-
tial trends appeared to favour
the TMC supremao.

What hegan as tentative early
leads soon hardened into a deci-
sive wave, with the BIP winning
202 seats and leading in five,

Read Editorial
ON PREDICTED LINES
on page 8

15-vearrule, and decisively shift-
ing the State’s ideological and
political centre of gravity.

The verdict acquired added
political drama and symbolic
heft as Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was defeated in the
prestigious Bhabanipur seat by

while the TMCtrailed far behind,
managing towin 73 and leading
in eight seats, according to
Election Commission data at
11.10 pm.

The scale, spread and speed
of the BIP surge -breaching the
halfway mark of 148 in the 294-
member House well before
counting reached its midpoint-

(Cantd on page 5)

TMC offices
vandalised in WB,
BJP denies hand

KOLKATA. May 4 (PTT)

FLEX boards, party banners
and festoons at Trinamool
Congress offices across West
Bengalwereallegedly defaced
and damaged lollowing the
BJs landslide victory in the
Assembly polls, even as the
party denied any role in the
incidents, officials said on
Monday,

The TMC claimed that
howrs after poll rends became
clear, “miscreants” gathered
outsideits offices at Baruipur

(Contd on page 5)




