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G;lﬁ leaders meet
in Saudi to discuss
lran war’s fallout

. gcross the Gulf on Tuesday to

-

: discuss the ongoins crisis in
: theregion. The talks in the co-
. astal city of Jeddah come as
: the White House considers
: TIran’s latest proposal to end
: the two-month-old conflict.
. “During the summit, a
-t number of topics and issues
: related to regional and inter-
: national developments were
: discussed, as well as the coor-
. dinationof efforts inresponse
: tothem,” Saudi press agency
i reported. Asource closetothe
: govt said that “the current po-
: litical and security situation
s nthe region” was being dis-

% cussed during the summit. AFP
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of - UAE to leave Opec

amid energy crisis

 Policy Decision Based On Production Levels;
Dldn’t Consult Saudi Arabia: Energy Minister

DENT TO CARTEL'S UNITY

Dubai: The United Arab Emi-
rates said on Tuesday it was
quitting Opecand Opec+,dea-
ling a heavy blow to the oil
producers’ gmupasanunpre—
cedented energy crisis trigge-
red by the Iran war exposes
discord among Gulf nations.

The loss of UAE, a longs-
tanding Opec member, could
weaken the group, which has
usually sought to show a uni-
ted front despite internal dis-
agreements over geopolitics
and production quotas,

UAE energy minister Su-
hail Mohamed al-Mazrouei
said thedecision wastakenaf-

ter a careful look at the regio-

nal power’s energy strategies.
Asked whether the UAE con-
sulted with Opec’s de facto le-

ader and regional heavywe-

ight Saudi Arabia, he said the

UAE did not raise the issue
:  withany other country. .

“This is a policy decision,
ithasbeen doneafteracareful

: look at current and future po-
: licies related to level of pro-
: duction,” said the energy mi-
i nister

Opec Gulf producers have

: been struggling to ship ex-
: ports through the Strait of
i Hormuz, a chokepoint betwe-
: en Iran and Oman through

which a fifth of the world’s
crude oil and liguefied natu-
ral gas normally passes, be-

cause of Iranian threats and

attacks against vessels.
Mazrouei said the UAE’s
move, in which it will leave

sales, Opec and Opec+ as of May 1,
iteout :

erpos-

would not have a huge impact
on the market because of the
constraints in the strait.

The Organisation of the

! Petroleum Exporting Count:

.
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What is Opec

» Founded in 1960, it has 12
major oil producing countries
— Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, UAE,
Kuwait, Venezuela, Nigeria,
Algeria, Angola, Libya,

Congo, Gabon

» The cartel of oil pmducers
manages oil production, dictates
global oil prices to maximise

. Opec major oil
- producing countries

-on oll prices

What is Opec+

Founded in 2016 in the
aftermath of oil price crash,

it is an expanded alliance
constituting of

Opec members E@
and other non- -
——

— Russia, Kazakhstan, Mexico,

- gains for the members Oman, Azerbaijan
WHAT DOES UAE'S EXIT MEAN ,
Weakens the unity | UAE can now freely | Expands rivalry
of the cartel that | raise production, with Saudi
has controlled oil | leading to possible | Arabia, which has
prices for the past | downward pressure | advocated strict -
6 decades

production quotas

UAE exit news trims oil price gains

rent crude futures for Juneclimbed3.1%, to$l1L6abarrel,

posting gains for a seventh straight day after gaining 2.8%to
close the previous session at their highest since April 7. US WTI
crude for June rose 3.7%, to $100.1a barrel, after gaining 2.1%in
the previous session. WTI futures rose above the $100 perba,rref
threshold for the first time since April 13.

Prices pared some gains after UAE said it had quit Opecand
Opect, dealing a heavy blow to the oil exporting groups. reutess

ries (Opec) and allies inclu-
ding Russia are known collec-
tively as Opec+, and the UAE
was their fourth-largest pro-
ducer. Together they control-
led nearly half the world's oil
before the war.

The International Energy

‘Agency said that Opec+ saw

its share of global oil output
decline to 44% in March from
about 48% in Feb. Itislikely to
fall further in Aprilas produc-
tion shut-ins become more
pronounced.

“This opens the door for

wasmassnsrne

CCE TR

the UAE togain global market
share when the geopolitical
situation normalises,” said
Monica Malik, chief econo-
mist at ADCB. Operating out-
side the producer group al-
lows the UAE tofully leverage
its position asasupplierof so-
me of the world’s lowest-cost
and lowest-carbon barrels.
The UAE has recently do-
ubled down on its relations-
hips with the United States

and Israel, especially after co-
ming under attack during the

Iran war. REUTERS

sesssasustnifBiNITesREETRRIRRRRRRS

SCI may run vessels to




at over $92 bn j in

Times News NETwork |

New Delhi: India was fift
biggest military spender
globally in 2025and the coun-
try increased its military
spending by 8.9% to $92.1 bil-
lion,accordingtoareport re-
leased by arms watchdog
group Siprion Monday.

The India-Pakistan con-
flict in May 2025 — which in-

volved use of combat air-
craft, drones and missiles —
pushed up India’s military

spendingduringtheyear; ac- _

cording to the report. :

“Pakistan's nuhtary'
spending grew by 11% to $n.9
billion in 2025. The increase

was largely due to new orders s

for aircraft and mlsaﬂes
placed with China in 2025 fol-

lowing the armed conﬂlct

8.9%, whlle
tan grewits
military spending
by 11% to $11.9 bn

with Ind1a in May, as we]l as .
~ payments for earlier procure-
 ment contracts nearing com-

annual “Trends in World Mil-

itary Expenditure” report.
China,theworld’ssecond

- largest military spender, in-
creased its military spend-

- ing by 7.4% to $336 billion.
' This was the 31st consecu-

, SAYS Slpn

appear to have constrained

-spending,” thereport said.

- At $954 billion,
spending by the US was 7.5%

. lower in 2025 than in 2024
- The drop was primarily be-

cause no new finaneial mili-

- tary assistance for Ukraine

was approved during the

. year. This was in sharp con-
pletion,” accordmg to Sipri’s

trast to the previous three

' years, when a total of $127

billion was approved.

The five biggest spenders
in 2025 were the US, China,

'Russia, Germany and India,

tlve year-on-year increaseas

* Chinacontinued itsmilitary

modermsauon drive.

A ,eA renewed campaign
agamst corruption in mili-
| yeai-at‘growth.

tary procurement does not

— T ni

1

together accounting for 58%

of woﬂdmﬂltarysmnd.mg,at
.atotalof $1,686 billion. -

' The global world mili-
tary expenditure reached
$2,887 billion in the year
2025, the 1th uonset_:uhve
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India set to
receive 4th unit
of S-400 missile
systems early
next month

‘I-"
" L

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PT1)

INDIA is expected to receive
the fourth unit of the S-400
Triumf surface-to-air missile
system from Russiain the first
part of next month that is
expected to further enhance
the IAF’s air defence mecha-
nism, sources in the security
establishment said on
Tuesday.

In October 2018, India
signed a USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to procure five
units of the missile systems
and three of them have
already been delivered.

The sources said the fifth
unitofthe missilewill be deliv-
ered by November under an
updated timeline for supply-
ing the weapon system.

The S-400 missile systems
played a crucial role during
Operation Sindoor.

Last month, New Delhi
cleared the procurement of a
fresh batch of five S-400 mis-
sile systems from Russia that
will take the total number to
10,

It is learnt that the fourth
unit of the missile system has
already been shipped and it
is expected to reach India in
the next few days.

India had signed the deal
for procurement of the S-400
missiles over seven years back
notwithstanding a warning
by the US that going ahead
with the contract may invite
US sanctions under the pro-
visions of Countering
America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA).

The sources said India is
not expecting any possible
hindrance from USsanctions
as the new procurement will
be a “follow on” order of the
previous order.




Review of Nuclear
NPT begins 2t UN

B By Edith M Lederer
UNITED NATIONS. Apr 28 (AT)

THE United States and Iran
clashed over Tehran’s nuclear
programme as a review of the
treaty meant to prevent the
spread of atomic weapons got
underway on Monday at the
United Nations, a confrontation
almost certain to be repeated
during the monthlong meeting.

At issue was the election of
Iran as one of 34 Vice Presidents
oftheconference, where 191 par-
ties to the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty are
reviewing itsimplementation as
they have done every five years
since it took effect in 1970.

[ran was a candidate of
what has been dubbed the
“nonaligned movement,” made
up of 121 mainly developing
countries. Tensions over Tehran's
nuclear programme escalated
ahead of the Iran war, with
President Donald Trump vow-
ing to ensure the country can-
not build an atomic weapon.

(Contd on page 5)

Iran just
informed US that
it’s in state of
collapse: Trump

WASHINGTON, Apr 28 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Tuesday claimed that Iran
“has just” informed the US
that it is in a “state of col-
lapse”.“Theywant usto“Open
the Hormuz Strait,” as soon
as possible, as they try to fig-
ure out their leadership situ-
ation,” Trump posted.

He added that he believes
they will be able to sort out
reported divisions within the
[slamic Republic Government
about negotiations with the
US. The White House did not
immediatelyrespond to ques-
tions about who on the
[ranian side delivered the

(Contd on page 5)




Rajnath cautions SCO not to go slack exSponsored terror

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTT)

THE Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO)mustnotlose
sight of “state-sponsored” cross-
border terrorism as there is no
placeforany "doublestandards”
in combating the menace,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Tuesday in a clear refer-
ence to Pakistan's support tovar-
ious terror groups.

In his address at a conference
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in Bishkek,
Singh said India demonstrated
its “firm resolve” during
Operation Sindoor that “terror
epicentres arenolongerimmune
to justifiable punishment”. “We
mustnot losesight of state-spon-
sored cross-border terrorism
which attacks the very sover-
eignty of a nation state,” hesaid.

“Thereisnoplaceforanydou-
ble standards, and SCO should
not hesitate in seeking appro-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and other dignitaries during the SCO Defence Ministers’ Meeting in Kyrgyzstan on Tuesday.

(PT1)

priate action against those whao
abet, shelter and provide safe
havens to terrorists,” Singh said.

The Defence Minister pitched
for concerted global efforts to
combat terrorism.

“We are also facing a growing
challenge in the form of extrem-
ism, radicalism and terrorism.
Terrorism has become the most

serious threat to the emerging
world order.”

“Itisin this backdrop that the
SCO emerged as an organisa-
tion, based on our shared val-
ues. The SCO has condemned
such acts and ideologies in a
common fightagainstterrorism,”
he said. Rajnath meets Chinese
Defence Minister Dong in

Bishkek: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday held
talks with his Chinese counter-
part Dong Jun on the margins of
a multilateral conclave in
Bishkek. Itis learnt that the two
ministers reviewed the overall
situationalongthe LineofActual
Control (LAC).

“It was a pleasure to interact

with the Defence Minister of
China Admiral Dong Jun during
the SCO Defence Ministers’
Meeting in Bishkek,” Singh said
onsocial media. There is no offi-
cialword yet on what transpired
during the talks between Singh
and Dong, The Defence Minister
also met his Russian counter-
part Andrei Belousov.



