DBerlin on Wednesday
i that India has consistently
! maintained a balanced dip-
i lomaticapproach under PM
 Narendra Modi, while leav-
! ingopen the possibility of a
i greater Indian role in re-
! solving global conflict, in-
cludmgtheWestAsiam
! B Paying

homage to
{ the victims
on the first

anniversary
of the Pahal-
- gam attack at
anmdianmmmnnitywent
: at the embassy, Rajnath al-
i sodelivered a sharp rebuke

- alleging that the captain of

New Delhi: The shipping
ministry on Wednesday
dismissed online reports

Indian-flagged ship, Sanmar
Herald, paid cash or
cryptocurrency tolranto
secure safe passage through
Strait of Hormuz, calling it
“fake news”. In an official
statement, Sanmar Shipping
Ltd called the reports
“completely false”.
Sanmar Herald was one
of two Indian vessels that
had to turn back fromthe
Strait of Hormuz after
Iranian forces fired upon
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New Delhi: Heatwaves will

pose amajor threat to Indian

agricultural workers and
rice production, and the
most intense risk from fu-

tureextreme heat events will :

be concentrated around den-
sely populated farming re-
glons of Ganges and Indus

river basins, a new report
ﬁ'omUN’sFmdand Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) and

Warld Meteorological Orga-

WMC )hassald

The report coincides with the
forecast of ‘below normal’
rainfall during the four-month
monsoon season this year

India, under]imng How ab

- normalnseinmammumand

minimum temperatures dur-
ing the year had affected
crops, fruits, vegetables, live-
stockandpoultrymoverone-
third of states/UTs, includ-

ing Punjab, Haryana, Rajas-

than, Jammu and Kashmir,
- Pradesh, gttslllr
Pradesh, Mathﬁ Prades
mgrandMaharashtra
wrhat year will also be re-
membersd as a classic exam-

] e

ON report

Il LU ..

ple of the combined impacts
of high temperatures and re-
duced rainfall felt through-
out India’s agricultural pro-
duction systems, specifically
in northern and central In-
dia,” said the report which
comes ata time when thereis
a forecast of ‘below normal’
rainfall in the country during
the four-month (June-Sept)
monsoon season this year.
WMO defines heatwaves
as prolonged periods of ab-
normally hot weather; lasting
from several days to months,
when bothdaytimeandnight-
time temperatures exceed
typical regional averages.
The report noted that
frequency, intensity and du-
ration of extreme heat
events globally have risen
sharply over the past half
century and risks to agrifood
systems and ecosystems are
set to soar in the future. “Ex-
treme heat is increasingly
defining the conditions un-
der which agrifood systems
operate,” said WMO secreta-
ry-general Celeste Saulo. |
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T‘epal home minister Su-
i\ dan Gurung, a hand-

picked aide of PM Ba-

. Jendra Shah, resigned on Wed-
: nesday amid scrutiny of his

wealth disclosures, invest-

ments and alleged business
: links with businessman and

power broker Deepak Bhatta,

. who is being investigated in a
money-laundering case. In a

day of dramatic develop-

: ments, Shah took charge of
: the home ministry after Gu-
: rung’s exit, just 26 days after
: hisgovttook office.
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-
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: the second ministerial

Gurung’s igna.tion is

NS
‘back for Shah within weeks.
On April 9, Shah sacked labo-

su- Dhankuta, The
tri;wared_quesﬁons over thei
- wealth of apolitician whohad

d

epal minister Sudhan Gurung (L)
bids farewell at his office in
Kathmandu on Wednesday

Shah and Gurung joined the
i Rastriya Swatantra

; Party(RSP)togethgr onJani8.

Announcing his resigna-
tion, Gurung said he was step-
pingdownto allowaprobeand
avoid any conflict of interest.
The controversy began after
ministers’ asset declarations
were made public on April 12.
Gurung declared shares and’
securities, 1.04kg of gold, 6kg'

: paliRu-
pees 61 lakh (INR 38 lakh) in
cash, a vehicle and land in
disclosures'




Budapest/Brussels: Russian

oil flowed through the Ukrai-

- niansectionof theDruzhbapi-
pbeline on Wednesday after a :

181:11(1:1 lzfslting m%nths, officials A
owjng unm m‘ .
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an Gulf and pasta US blocka-
dethli:;:eel:lpfrtof aﬂotﬂlg
that has made its way aroun

the warships and ferried ro- :
ughlysmﬂ]ionbarrelsofoﬂ -
mthemarket.TheHeroItand EE




‘Trump hints 3
even as Iran

One ShipBound  US PREZ B

For Mundra, Firm

Says Crew Safe
TNN & Agencies

resident Donald Trump
changed his aggressive
: stance on Iran and exten-
i ded the ceasefire indefinitely,
: even as Iran’s Revolutionary
: Guard Wednesday fired on
: three ships in the Strait of
: Hormuz, seized two of them
¢ andwasbringingthemtoIran,
according toIranian media.
One of these, the contai-
ner ship Epaminondas, indi-
cated Mundra port in Gujarat
as its destination while anot-
her container ship Francesca
wassignalling that it was hea-
to Hambantota port in
Sri Lanka. The third vessel,
container ship Euphoria, was
indicating Jeddah in Saudi
Arabiaas its destination.
Trump extended the cea-
sefire at the request of Pakis-

» TACO taunts:

decision eda

perceptio ashingto
that admin’s Iran b
| policy is

a doctrine and more of
mood s_wing. and it is belng.
improvised in real time

> With global markets
irttery. oil routes under
strain, and Tehran signalling
reluctance even to show up
for talks, Washington faces an
unenviable choice

escalation into a potentially
costly conflict and backing

‘Fake news’; Govt denies Indian
ship captain paid for passage

Govt on Wednesday dismissed as “fake
news” online reports alleging that thecap- :

T=rmP20

ttal

o

: safe passage through the Strait of Hor-
%smppmgmdalsomdtheser& -
o lete]yfajse".SanmarHerald :

| JF %
T Stralt of

| others last year at T ———

IRAN

P e S

Hormuz &,
AR i
Guifof "
‘/" VAt Oman
J OMAN,
down from its own threats
> Oil prices revers
to head higher, 5.-,:: 2:‘35

up almost 4% at $102.2
a barrel. Aftera 3-session

Centre plans special ships to
lower costs for exporters
~ovt is working with agencies, including
I Shipping Corporation of India, which :
tain of Indian-flagged ship, Sanmar Herald,pa- : Wwason the privatisation list until recently to
id either in cash or cryptocurrency to Iranto : runspecialvesselstoWest Asiatohelpexpor-
L : ters move their goods at cheaper rates, re-

: ports Sidhartha. DGFT has held consulta- |
tions 931 the issue and APEDA, which is tas-
Iranian forces fired atit i ked withfarm exports, will lead cargoaggre-
with the owner of the : gation efforts, including identifying and
had i ropinginexporters. The move indicates that

: agricultural products — from perishables to
i riceandtea—willbegivenamajor push. P15 |

® CEASEFTRE INDEFINITELY ___ |

closes

i n, sensex r
winning ru 516 points.
close

polnts lower at 78

Rupee declines 34p

93.78 against the US dollar

» Govt-authorised fertiliser
|PL set to import 25L tonnes
urea /tonne range
— almost double the rate 2
months ago

» Trump Saystlone: had n:ud
women glr:e.:ted over anti-govt
protests, after he urged Tehran
to release them. Iran denied it
planned to execute the women

" saying that the second

truce due to uncertainty sur-
roundingthesecondroundcf
talks, There was still noclari-
on the date of the next ro-
und of talks.
On Wednesday, the New

uoted Trump as
York Post 4 votnd

of the US-Iran talks co
._"--:i e “ m’ ms

uld ta-

“possible” within the next 36 |

to 72 hours, the paper repor-
ted, quoting Trump.

ministry spokesman Esmaei]
Bagaei said Te has not
yet decided whether to attend
anewroundof Pakistanj-me.
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