Indian official team te visit
US next week for trade talks

NEW DELHI, Apr 15 (PTI)

AN OFFICIAL delegation ~will visit
Washington iiext week toold trade talks
with US authorities, an official sourcesaid
on Wednesday. The bilateral meeting
between the trade officialsofthe two coun-
tries holds immense importance as India
and the US have finalised the framework
for an interim trade
agreement. The team
will visit the US next
week, source said.

The pactwasinitially
slated for signing in
March, but changes in
the tariff landscape fol-
lowing a US Supreme
Court ruling have
altered the situation.
Official sources have
earlier stated that the agreement will be
signed once the new global tariff archi-
tecture of America is in place.

India and the US, in February,
announced finalisation ofaframework for
the first phase of the bilateral trade agree-
ment. According to that framework, the
US had agreed to reduce tariffs on India
to 18 per cent.

However, the tariff architecture in the
US has changed following its Supreme
Court ruling against President Donald

Trump’s sweeping reciprocal
tariffs. Afterthat, the US Presidentimposed
10 per cent tariffs on all countries for 150
days from February 24.

In light of these changes, the meeting
betweenthechiefnegotiators ofIndiaand
the US was postponed last month. The
two sides were scheduled to meet in
February to finalise the legal text of the
agreement.

When India finalised
thedeal,itwasatacom-
parative  advantage
compared to its com-
petitor countries. Now
all the US trading part-
nersare facingthesame
10 per cent tariffs.

Next week's meeting
is also important as the
USA is undertaking two
investigations under Section 301.

On March 12, the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) launched a Section
301 probe, covering 60 economies, includ-
ing Indiaand China.Theinvestigations will
determine whether acts, policies, and
practices ofeach of these economiesrelat-
ed to the failure to impose and effective-
lyenforceaban ontheimportation ofgoods
produced with forced labour are unrea-
sonable or discriminatory, and burden or
restrict US commerce.



UN nuclear chief urges strict Iran chsckS in deal to end war

SEOUL, Apr 15 (AP)

THE head of the UN's nuclear
watchdog said Wednesday that
“very detailed” measures to ver-
ify [ran’s nuclear activities must
be included in a potential US-
Iran agreement to end their war
in the Middle East.

International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) Director General
Rafael Grossi stressed the need
for the thorough verification
regime for Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme, as US President Donald
Trump said Tuesday that a sec-
ondroundoftalkswithIran could
happen over the next two days.

TheTrumpadministration has
said that preventing Tran from
gaininganuclearweaponisakey
waraim. Iran haspreviouslysaid
itisn'tdevelopingsuchweapons
but rejected limits on its nuclear
programme.

Last weekend in Pakistan, an
initial round of talks between the
two countries failed to produce
anagreement. TheWhite House
said Tran’s nuclear ambitions
wereacentral stickingpoint. But
an Iranian diplomatic official,

speaking on the condition of
anonymity because of the
sensitivity of the closed-door
talks, denied that negotiations
had failed ov r Iran’s nuclear
ambitions.

“Iran has a very @ioiious,
wide nuclear programme so all
of that will require the presence
of IAEA inspectors,” Grossi told
reporters in Seoul. “Otherwise,
you will not have an agreement.
You will have an illusion of an
agreement.”

Hesaid thatany agreementon
nuclear technology ‘requires
very detailed verification
mechanisms.”

Iran has not allowed the IAEA
access to its nuclear facilities
bombed by Israel and the United
States during a 12-day war in
June, according to aconfidential
TAEA report circulated to mem-
ber states and seen by ‘The
Associated Press’ in February.

Thereportstressed thatit“can-
not verify whether Iran has sus-
pended all enrichment-related
activities,” or the “size of Tran’s
uranium stockpile at the affect-
ed nuclear facilities.”

Trump siaims China has agreed
¢ to provide Iran weapons

CAIRO, Apr 15 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump on Wednesday claimed that China
has agreed not to provide weapons to Iran as reports circulate
that Beijing has considered transferring arms.

Trump wrote in a social media post that China is “very happy
that Iam permanently opening the Straitof Hormuz." Headded:
“They have agreed not to send weapons to Iran." He seemed to

suggest the two are linked.

The President had told aninterviewer on Tuesday that Chinese
President Xi Jinping had denied sending weapons to Iran.

China’s Foreign Ministry has repeatedly denied in recent days
that the country is providing any form of military supportto Iran.

Tran has long insisted its pro-
grammeis peaceful, butthe[AEA
and Western nations say Tehran
had an organised nuclear
weapons programme up until
2003.

The IAEA has maintained lran
hasastockpileof440.9kilograms
of uranium enriched up to 60
per cent purity, a short, techni-
cal step away from weapons-
grade levels of 90 per cent.

Thatstockpile could allowlran

to build as many as 10 nuclear
bombs, should it decide to
weaponise its programme, Grossi
said earlier.

Such highly enriched nuclear
material should normally be ver-
ified every month, according to
the IAEAS guidelines.

During Wednesday's press
conference, Grossi alse said his
agency has confirmed “a rapid
increase” in activities at nuclear
facilities in North Korea.

UK PM hits back
after Trump’s
trade deal threat
over Iran conflict

LCNDON, Apr 15 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Keir Starmer
hit back after US President
Donald Trump’s latest attack
over the UK’s decision not to
join the USstrikesonlran, this
time threatening (o review a
trade deal agreed last year.

Inaphonecallwith Sky News
on Tuesday, the US President
said it was “sad” that the so-
called spedalrelationshipwith
Britain has been strained
despite him agreeing to a
“good” trade deal “which can
always be changed”.

“My positionon the Iranwar
has been clear from the start.
We're not going to get dragged
into thiswar. Itis not ourwar,”
Starmer told Parliament.



Expanding permanent categery with
veto imp to real reform-of UNSC: India

B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Apr 15 (PTI)

INDIA has asserted thet any
reform of the United Nations
Security Council not accompa-
nied by expansion in the per-
manent categorywith vetowould
perpetuate existing imbalance
and inequities in the UN organ.

Addressing  the Inter-
Governmental Negotiations
(IGN) meeting on Security

Council reforms on Tuesday,
India’s Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish also noted
that consideration of a new cat-
egory, with orwithoutveto, would
“complicate” an already existing
discussion that involves wide-
ranging views.

“There are two fundamental
aspects that result in an imbal-
anced structure and lack of legit-

imacy and non-representative-
ness of the UN Security Council
- these are the membership; and
veto. “There is broad agreement
onthedire needtoreformtheUN
Security Council. Itisevident that
a structure designed more than
80 years ago does not meet the
requirements of the current geo-
political realities,” Harish said.
The Indian envoy recalled that
the sole reform of the Council in
the 1960s, which expanded only
the non-permanentcategory, led

toanincreasein therelative pow-
er of veto-wielders.

While the original ratio of per-
manent members, with veto, to
non-permanent members was
5:6,itwasamendedto 5:10 there-
after to the relative advantage of
veto-wielders. “Any reform thatis
not accompanied by an expan-
sion in the permanent category
with veto would deteriorate this
ratio further and thereby, per-
petuate the existing imbalance
and inequities. Therefore,
expanding the permanent cate-
gory with veto is critical to real
reform of the Security Council,”
he said.

Harish also noted that
consideration of a new category
under the framework of UNSC
reform, with or without veto,
would “complicate” an already
existing discussion that involves
wide-ranging views.
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ill unblock Hormuz blockade...
for Chi d: Tru
or China and the wori. mp

i" L)
US Prez Also Says Xi Told Him Beijing.is Not Sending WeaPOns To Tehran
Chidanand Rajghatta | 1nn : - e 2 S cion Paired with pergong) gy
— ' plomacy invoking friendship
Washington: In a conflict al- ; *a love, hugs, etc. — hag alsg be-
ready defined by unpredictab- S come a hallmark of his geopo-
le volatility, US President Do- |} 1 uﬂ litical style, fuelling confu-
Eald Trump has declared that * - |~ son about whether Washing-
e is “permanently opening ton is escalating towards a wi-
the Strait of Hormuz... for der war or edging toward a
China and the World” days af- negotiated  deescalation.
ter imposing a naval blockade Such chaos isreflected in a po-
to punish Iran and throwing pular online memethat reads:
the worldeconomy intoa titzzy. "Only"{ii‘mmpmum think of a
Trump's announcement ca- blockade to block the blocka-
me in one of his customary de that's blocking the Soctrait
rambling social media posts in ’ that wasn't blocked before be-
ﬁﬁhﬂhﬁfﬂfmﬁhﬁgﬁﬂ Trump is planning a May 14-15 visit to Beljing for a summit with Xi %&bhﬂkﬁdm duetoa war of his
[&] choosing.”
armsto Tehran, with which Be- see ) .- Soon after Trump’s anno-
jjing has close ties, taking in Iran used BEl]mg S SpY sat to I et ot s Borms ek
m%?‘gtillirnanizoﬂexﬁuﬁs. £ US C ~ d . ade, the Pentagon said it has
aisvery happy tha baseSG h]na “completely halted” mariti-
am permanently opening the a4 Report; enies me trade h}; and out of Iran.

Strait of Hormuz. I am doing
it for them, also — And the
World. This situation will ne-
ver happen again. They have
agreed not to send weapons to
Iran. President Xi will giveme
a big, fat, hug when I get there
inafewweeks,” Trump wrote,
referring to his upcoming vi-
git to Beijing in May
preceded by a letter he has re-
portedly writtento China Pre-
sident XiJinping.

China has not confirmed
any such assurance and is in

fact unhappy about Trump's
blockage that threatens its oil

import from Iran.

The lack of acknowledg-

ment from Beijing has deepe-
ned scepticism in diplomatic
circles, particularly given the
broader context: Trump is si-
multaneously engaged in an

geressive trade confronta-

tionwith China. The US presi-
dent is known to frequently
use social media posts and
public statements to shapene-
gotiating dynamics, even if
the underlying deals are still
fluid —or nonexistent

The MAGA supremo’s jux-
taposition — military coer-

SR — S

ran secretly acquired a Chi-

nese spy satellite in late 2024

that has allowed it to target
US military bases across West
Asia during the current war,
the Financial Times reported
on Wednesday, an account Be-
jjing dismissed as untrue.

The TEE-01B satellite, built
and launched by Chinese com-
pany Earth Eye Co, was acqui-
red by the Islamic Revolutiona-
ry Guard Corps’ Aerospace
Force after it waslaunched into
space from China, the report
said, citing leaked [ranian mili-
tary documents. Iranian mili-
tary commanders directed the
satellite to monitor major US
military sites, the newspaper
said, citing time-stamped coor-

dinate lists, satellite imagery B€S

and orbital analysis. The ima-
gesweretakmxmmlmh before
and after drone and missile
strikes on those locations, the
Financial Times said.
Aspartof thedeal, theIRGC

caand other regions, according
to the report.

The Chinese foreign mini-
stry on Wednesday denied the
report, calling it untrue, “Re-
cently, some forces have been
keen on fabricating rumours
and maliciously associating
them to China,” the ministry
said in a statement. “China
firmly opposes this kind of
practice driven by ulterior mo-
tives,” read the statement. Reu-
ters could not verify the report.
The White House, CIA and the
Pentagon did not immediately
respond to Reuters’ requests for
comment. Earth Eye Co and
Emposat also did not immedia-
tely respond to Reuters queries.
The satellite captured ima-
of Prince Sultan Air Base in
Saudi Arabia on March 13, 14 &
nd 15, the report said. On March
14, Trump confirmed US planes
at the base had been hit. Accor-
ding to the report, the satellite
also monitored the Muwaffaq
Salti Air Base in Jordan and lo-
cations close to the US Fifth Fle-
et naval base in Bahrain,and Er-

bil airport, Iraq, around the ti-
me of [RGC-claimed attacks on

facilities in those areas. REUTERS

The move involved more than
10,000 troops, alongside wars-

“hips and aircraft enforcing
restrictions in one of the
world’s most critical energy
chokepoints. [ran has respon-
ded with threats of escala-
tion. Yet while the military
buildup intensifies, Trump
struck an incongruously opti-
mistic tone. In interviews to
US media outlets, he declared
the conflict “close t0 over”,
evenas omcialgls,rigﬁmil:d pre-

ns for further

grm;ﬁfmd operations if afra-
gile ceasefire collapses.

To critics, the oscillation
between threats and overtt:
res is emblemat ic of a presi-
dency that thrives on unpre-
dictability msupporters, itis
a deliberate strategy desig:
balance while preserving ro-
om for negotiation. Trump
himself appears t© embrace
both interpretations: His so-
the duality: celebrating coo-
peration with China While re-
minding the wu:'ld thatthe US

15 llv\ar}- go(]d at ﬁ&hﬂnﬂ:: s fm‘
petter thananyoneelse.

s LY ARAad Alan e na

Pl = = B = | b'ﬂm!-!_:n?r P e

{
1
|
1






yakistan said it sec
1 billion in financial

port from Saudi Arabia,
providing a key lifeline to sho-
re up its foreign exchange re-
serves and offset a loan repay-
menttothe UAE. Saudi Arabia
has committed additional
funds with “disbursement ex-
pected in the commg week,”
Pakistan’s finance mi- =5
nistry said in a state-
ment Wednesday, ci-

ting its minister Mu- |5 &

hammad Aurangzeb.

It also extended an | gl e
existing $5 billion de-

posit, which will no longer be
subject to the earlier annual
rollover arrangement.

The financial lifeline pro-
vides a much-needed boost to
Pakistan’s coffers following a
surprise demand earlier this
month from the UAE that Is]a-
mabad repay a $3 billion loan.
The demand came after Ig]a-
mabad failed to atrike an agre-

..........................................

ement with the Gulf country

of thismonth.

The repayment demand :
threatened to further strain :
Pakistan’s economy at a time :
when it is already being hit by :
the fallout from the war in :

West Asia. It also put
d pressure on Pakistan’s
already-thin foreign-
- “B exchange reserves,
o8 which stood at $16.4 bil-
lion as of March 27.

Arabza further cements ties
between the two nations after

- they signed a defence pact

pledging that “any aggression
againsteither countryshall be
consider anammssionag&
inst both.” The two ommtri@
have had many meetings

ut the pact since Iran began re- ;‘.‘ B
taliatory attacks Wm« :;;

neighbours. ll.mm {

toroll overthedebt for thefirst
time in seven years. Pakistan :
will pay theamountby theend :

The aid from Saudi :
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