





Jaishankar, Japan Foreigr Minister
Motegi discuss Hormuz security

NEW DELHI, Apr 10 (PTID)

ASTHEworld grappled with the
cascading fallout of the West
Asian conflict, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Friday
spoke to his Japanese counter-
part Toshimitsu Motegi largely
focusing on passage of ships
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Motegi also conveyed Japan’s
condolences on the killing of a
number of Indians in the con-
flict. Since the hostilities began
on February 28, eight Indian
nationals have been killed and
several others injured in the
region.

“Good to speak with FM
Toshimitsu Motegi of Japan.
Discussed developments in West
Asia, including international
shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz. Appreciate his condo-

lences for the Indian liveslost in
the conflict,” Jaish«ikar said on
social media.

Mategigaid heand Jaishankar
discussed the current situation
in West Asia including ensuring
the safety of navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz.

TheJapaneseForeign Minister
welcomed the recent announce-
ment by the US and Iran on a
two-week ceasefire.

“He also stated that what mat-
ters most is that de-escalation,
including the safety of naviga-
tion through the Strait of
Hormuz, is steadily achieved,
and expressed his hopes that a
final agreement will be reached
promptly through the negotia-
tions between the United States
and Iran,” according to a
Japanese readout.

Motegi further stated that he

would like to closely coordinate
with the international commu-
nity,includingIndia on theissue.

“‘In  response, Minister
Jaishankar stated that India will
continue to work closely with
Japan so that de-escalation of
the situation would be realised,
including the safety of naviga-
tion through the Strait of
Hormuz,” the Japanese readout
noted.

“Both Ministers concurred that
Japan and India will continue to
communicate closely with each
other. Furthermore, both minis-
ters concurred on promoting
multilateral cooperation, includ-
ing Japan and India, to enhance
the resiliency of energy and
resource supply,” it said.

Global oil and gas prices had
surged after [ranvirtuallyblocked
the Strait of Hormuz.
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‘l.IS STRIKES DEGRADED
MILITARY, BUT CAPA TIES REMAIN
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US, Iran ceasefire talks today

Vance leaves for Pak, no word o iranian delegation

Displaced families extend their hands for donated food beside
the tents they use as shelters after fleeing Israeli bombardment

in Beirut, Lebanon. (AP/PTI)
B By Sajjad Hussain ticipate in peace talks with Iran
ISLAMABAD, Apr 10 (PTI) to end their war, even as there

was no official word about the
US VICE PRESIDENT JD Vance arrival of the Iranian delegation
onFridayleftfor Pakistantopar- in Islamabad, which has been

Ex-Iranian Foreign
Minister killed

DUBAL Apr 10 (AP)

A FORMER Iranian Foreign
Minister who once suggest-
edTehran could seekanuclear
weapondied lateonThursday
after being wounded in an
airstrike last week, Iranian
state television reported.
Kamal Kharazi had served
asaForeign Minister for Iran’s
reformist President
Mohammad Khatami, then
as a Foreign Affairs Adviser to
the late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

placed under high security.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

while announcing a two-week
(Contd on page 5)
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GAGANYAAN: ISRO |
conducts second |
integrated
air drop *est

NEW DEVAL Apr 10 (PTI)

| SPACE agency ISRO has
| successfully conducted the
second integrated air drop
test (IADT-02) for the
upcoming Gaganyaan mis-
sion at the space station in
Andhra’s Sriharikota.

The system is essential to
ensure safe recovery of the
crew module -- the capsule

in which astronauts sit dur-
ing a human flight -- during
re-entry and landing,

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh congratulated ISRO
for successfully conducting
the test. The IADT-02 fol-
lows the successful comple-
tion of the first IADT, which
took place on August 24,
2025 at the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota.

Air drop tests recreate the
last leg of a spacecraft’s
return to the Earth. An air-
craft or helicopter drops the
spacecraft from a height to
test various systems under
different scenarios.




Chinese President Xi meets Taiwan’s Oppn
leader Cheng: Says psace common wish

BEIJIING, Apr 10 (PTI)

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
on Friday said peaee is theoom-
mon wish of the people of both
sides as he met Taiwan’s
Oppositionleader Cheng Li-wun
in Beijing ahead of US President
Donald Trump’s visit to China
next month. Cheng is the first
Kuomintang (KMT) chairperson
to visit China in a decade amid
Beijing’s efforts to ramp up mil-
itaryand diplomatic pressure on
Taiwan to reintegrate with the
mainland. China claims Taiwan
aspartofitandpledges toreunite
it with the mainland.

Meeting Cheng in Beijing, Xi
said, “compatriots onbothsides
are both Chinese, and we need
peace, we need development, we
need communication, and we
need cooperation.Thisisacom-

mon wish.”

He expressed full confidence
that people across the Taiwan
Strait would ultimately get clos-
er and get together.

“Thehistorical trend that com-
patriots ofbothsides ofthe strait
will get closer and get together
willnotchange, thisisa certainty
of history, and we are fully con-
fident,” Xisaid in the beginning
of his meeting with Cheng, the

Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.

Theirmeeting marked the first
time a sitting KMT chairperson
had met with the Communist
Partyleadershipsince November
2016, when then-KMT chair-
woman Hung Hsiu-chu visited
the mainland.

Her meeting with Xi is being
closely watched around the
world as the Chinese leader
stepped up efforts to reunify
Taiwan, strictly enforcingitsOne-
China policy since he took over
in 2012, giving high military and
diplomatic priority to it.

Cheng’s visit is also regarded
as significant as it comes ahead
of US President Donald Trump’s
trip to Beijingon May 14-15, dur-
ing which Taiwan is expected to
figure prominently in his talks
with Xi.



