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Head of Iran
Guards’ intel
wing killed

he headof the intelligence
Torganisatmn of Iran’s eli-
te Islamic Revolutionary Gu-
ard Corps was killed Monday
in a US-Israeli “terrorist at-
tack”, Iranian media said, ci-
ting a statement by the Gu-
ards. Majid Khademi, who be-
comesthe latest key figure kil-
led in the ongoing war, took
over in 2025 after Israeli airs-
trikeskilled his predecessor.

Israel’s military also said
it had killed Asghar Bagheri,
commander of the Guards'
Quds Force special operatio-
ns unit, Sunday. “We will re-
ach anyone who seeks to ha-
rm us,” Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu said.

The Guards’ Intelligence
Organisation vowed a “ma-
jor retaliatory strike” aga-
instthose responsible for kil-
lingtheircommanders, their
official Sepah news website
reported. AGENCIES




LN

In 0cr deal, Army
itself with

(AN E NN NN

New Delhi: A GuJarat

based deep-tech drone com-

pany has delwered “hun-
ikaze f(sulclde-*

jbcnocclnooo-o---....

g_gles-that relay real-time
deo from an onboard cam-

sa d' the systems are engi-
'eered for harsh deploy

~ ing in temperatures as
'ﬁ' as -35°C. The company

.I"..l.l




Saudi sets record
$19.50/barrel premivr;
on Arah Light ~rude

NEW DEI i1, Apr 6 (IANS)

SAUDI Arabia on Monday
increased the price of its flag-
ship crude as State-owned
SaudiAramco hasset the offi-
cial selling price of its Arab
Light crude for May ship-
ments at a record premium
of $19.50 per barrel over the
regional benchmark forAsian
buyers. The steep hikecomes
as energy flows through the
Strait of Hormuz face severe
disruptions, according to
reports. The move follows
heightened tensionslinked to
the ongoing conflict involv-
ing the US, Israel, and Iran,
which has significantly
impacted oil shipments from
the Persian Gulf.
Reportsindicated thatIran’s
near closure of the key ship-
ping route has effectively
choked a major portion of
global crude supplies, trig-
geringsharp volatilityin ener-
gy markets. The turmoil has
pushed international oil
prices significantly higher.
Brent crude has surged by
more than 50 per cent in
recent sessions, while fuel
prices across major
economies, including the US,
Europe, and Asia, have also
witnessed a steep rise.
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e Grude oil prices ol over &%

B Brent crude futures
rose as much as
2.01 per cent or $2.2,
to $111.23 per barrel,
hovering near a
52-week high. Similarly,
US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI)
crude gained 3.53 per
cent or about $4 to

NEW DELHI, Apr 6 (IANS)

INTERNATIONAL crude oil prices
traded higher on Monday as per-
sistent fears of supply disruptions
in West Asia kept markets on edge,
with the ongoing US-Israel-Iran
conflict weighing on sentiment.
Brentcrude futures rose asmuch

as 2.01 per cent or $2.2, to $111.23
perbarrel, hoveringneara52-week
high. Similarly, US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude gained
3.53 percentorabout$4to$115.48
by 10.20 am.

On the domestic front, crude oil
futures on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX) (May 18 contract)
were trading at Rs 9,276, up 0.9 per
centorRs83.Thecontracttouched

anintraday high of Rs 9,335, rising
1.54 per cent or Rs 142.

The surge follows a sharp rally
in the previous session, when W11
surged over 11 per cent and Brent
climbed nearly 8 per cent — their
biggestsingle-day gainssince 2020
—amid escalating geopolitical ten-
sions. Analysts said crude oil con-
tinues to remain a key driver for
markets, with prices holding firm
amid ongoing supply concerns.

Globally, US crude is trading
near the $110-$112 range, close to
a key resistance zone,

According to them, a breakout
above $115 could trigger a rally
towards $118-$120 levels.

“On the downside, a fall below
$109 may lead to a correction
towards $106, with strong support
placed around $100-$102. The

overall trend remains bullish as
long as these support levels hold,”
they added.

Tensions intensified after US
President Donald Trump warned
ofsevere consequencesifiran fails
to reopen the Strait of Hormuz by
his Tuesday deadline, raising con-
cerns over potential disruptions to
global oil supplies.

OPEC+ has agreed to increase
output by 206,000 barrels per day
in May. However, the move is
unlikely to significantly ease sup-
ply concerns in the near term,

Meanwhile, domestic equity
markets traded in the red, with the
Sensex falling 529 points or0.72 per
cent to 72,790, hitting an intraday
low, and Nifty declining 150 points
or 0.66 per cent to 22,561, logging
an intraday low in early trade.



Indian envoy meets B’desh PM: signals ‘positive’ ties

DHAKA/NEW DELHI. Apr 6 (PTI)

INDIAN envoy Pranay Verma on
Monday met Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman and
conveyed New Delhi’s intent to
pursue“positive”, “constructive”,
and people-centric ties with
Dhaka based on mutualinterest.

Themeeting cameas India and
Bangladesh aremakingeffortsto
rebuild bilateral tiesafter Rahman
became Prime Minister follow-
ing his Bangladesh Nationalist
Party’s victory in February polls.
The ties between the two nations
came under severe strain earlier
duringthetenure ofBangladesh's
interim Government headed by
Muhammad Yunus.

During the meeting, Verma
and Rahman “discussed bilater-
al engagement with a focus on
people-centric cooperation in
multiple domains aligned with

High Commissioner Pranay Verma (Right) with Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarigue Rahman in Dhaka on Monday. (ANI)

the national development pri- an
orities of the two countries,” the
IndianHigh Commissionsaid in

X post. The High
Commissioner also conveyed
“Indias intent to work together

KATHMANDU, Apr 6 PTI)

INDIAN Ambassador Naveen
Srivastava paid a courtesy call
on Nepal's newly-appointed
Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal
on Monday and discussed var-
ious aspects of bilateral ties.

Khanalassumed office at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
March 27.

During the meeting,
Srivastava conveyed External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar's
greetings on Khanal'sappoint-

with the Government and peo-
ple of Bangladesh by adopting a
positive, constructive and for-

Indian envoy, Nepal’s new Foreign
Minister discuss bilateral ties

ment, according toastaterment
by the Foreign Ministry.

“Various matters relating to
Nepal-India relations and
cooperation were discussedon
the oeccasion,” said the state-
ment. Jaishankar had extend-
ed his greetings to Khanal on
X the day he assumed office.

Jaishankar said he looks for-
ward to working closely with
his Nepalese counterpart to
further strengthen the tradi-
tional partnership between
India and Nepal.

ward-looking approach and
based on mutual interest and
mutual benefit.”



| Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Intel chief killed in Is-aeli strike

B Leader of the
Revolutionary Guard'’s
undercover unit in
Quds Force, Asghar
Bakeri also killed in
Israeli strike

B |srael also strikes key
petrochemical plant

W [srael-US attacks Kill
over 25 people in Iran.

B Iran rejects ceasefire
proposal sent by
Egyptian, Pakistani and
Turkish mediators

TEHRAN, Apr 6 (AP)

ISRAEL struck a key petro-
chemical plantat Iran’s massive
South Pars natural gas field and
killed two  paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard com-
manders on Monday, potential-
ly challenging a new 45-day
ceasefire proposal for Tehran
and the United States as
President Donald Trump's ulti-
matum looms within hours.
The gasfield attack was aimed
at eliminating a major source of
revenue for Iran, Israel said. The
field is critical to Iran’s electric-
ity production, but the strike
appeared to be separate from
Trump’s threats to target power
plants and bridges if Tehran
doesn't reopen the Strait of
Hormuz to all shipping traffic.
Among those killed was the
head of Intelligence for Iran's
paramilitary ~ Revolutionary

Pedestrians look at a destroyed building within the Grand
Hosseiniyeh, with the mosque visible in the background, which
was hit by US-Israeli airstrikes in Zanjan, Iran. (AP/PTI)

Israeli rescue teams search for missing people amid the rubble of
a residential building a day after it was struck by an Iranian missile

in Haifa, Israel on Monday. (AP/PTI)

Who ‘leaked’
downed airman’s
info to you: Trump
asks media

WASHINGTON, Apr 6 (AP)

Guard, Major General Majid
Khademi, according to lranian
state mediaand Israel’s Defense

Minister. Israel's military said it
also killed the leader of the
(Contd on page 5)

TRUMP threatened tojail the
journalist who first reported
that US forces were search-
ing foran F-15weapons offi-
cer shotdown in Iran, if they
don’t reveal their sources.

“The person that did the
story will go tojail if he does-
n't say, and that doesn't last
long,” Trump said. He didn’t
name the journalist or news
organisation. Hesaid the leak
tipped off the Iranians,
endangering the officer and
his rescuers. He called the
leaker “a sick person.”

The President said that
operationundertakenby the
UStorescue the airmanfrom
the downed aircraft includ-
ed 155 aircraftincluding four
bombers, 64 fighters, 48 refu-
eling tankers, and 13 rescue
aircraft, among others.

Much of it was an effort to
throw off the Iranians, who
were also looking for the
missing crew member, the
President said. He said, the
downed officer followed his
training to get as far away
from the crash site.




