India reaches out with
food aid to shortage-hit
African countiries

NEW DELHL Apr 5 (IANS)

INDIA hasemer zed asan impor-
tantsupplier offeo<aid toshort-
age-hit African countries like
Mozambique, Malawi and
Burkina Faso as part of New
Delhi’s humanitarian outreach
and commitment to the devel-
opment of the Global South, the
Ministry of External affairs said
on Sunday. India has sent 1,000
metric tonnes of rice todrought-
hit Malawi, another 1,000 met-
ric tonnes to Burkina Faso, and
500 metric tonnes to flood-affect-
ed Mozambique, alongwith relief
supplies.

India’s External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, “India has sent a consign-
ment of 1,000 metric tons of rice
to Burkina Faso as humanitari-
an assistance. This is aimed at

supporting food security forvul-
nerable communities and inter-
nally displaced persons.The ges-
ture reflects India’s continued
commitmentas areliable devel-
opmental and Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief
partner to Global South countries.
The humanitarian angle
comes as several African coun-
tries are under severe strain.
Burkina Faso is facing one of
the region’s gravest humanitar-
ian emergencies, with millions
in need of assistance, on top of
years of violence linked to
[slamistarmed groups and polit-
icalupheavalsince the 2022 coup.
Malawi has been struggling
with food shortages tied to El
Nino-linked drought, while
Mozambique hasfaced destruc-
tive flooding, according to an
article in the Jerusalem Post.



Oman, Iran start
discussions on
opening Straits
of Hormuz

MUSCAT, Apr 5 (AND)

THE Foreign Ministry of Oman
on Sunday stated that the
Sultanate and the Islamic
Republic of Iran have initiated
discussions on ensuring the
smooth flow of maritime transit
through the strategically
significantStraitof Hormuz amid
prevailing regional conflict,
which is currently in its second
month.

According to a statement
issued by the Ministry on X, the
two sides held a meeting on
Saturday, April 4, at the level of
deputy foreign ministers, with
participation from specialists
representing both countries.

The statement noted that the
discussions focused on“possible
options forensuring the smooth
flowoftransit” through the Strait
ofHormuz, a critical global ener-
gy corridor that handles a sig-
nificantshare oftheworld’sener-
gy shipments.




Atter frantic US rescue op..

US pilot missing after Iran shot

B Trump threatens to unleash
‘all Hell’ if Strait of Hormuz
isn’t opened by Monday

B In Bahrain, the national oil
company said that a drone
attack caused a fire at one of
its storage facilities

B In Kuwait, an Iranian drone
attack caused significant
damage to two power plants
and put a water desalination
station out of service

B In UAE, multiple fires at the
Borouge petrochemicals plant

WASHINGTON, Apr 5 (AP)

A US service member who has been
missing since Iran shot down a fight-
er jet has been rescued, President
Donald Trump wrote in a social media
post early on Sunday.

Iran showed no signs of backing
down, striking economic and infra-
structure targets in neighbouring Gulf
Arab countries. A frantic US search-and-

down jet has bee

n rescued: Trump

== R

:%1
1%

rescue operation unfolded after the
crash of the F-15E Strike Eagle on Friday,
aslIranalso promised areward forany-
one who turned in the “enemy pilot.”
A second crew memberwas rescued
earlier. As Iran continues to exert con-
trol over the Strait of Hormuz, Trump,
inaweekend social media post, threat-
ened tounleash‘all Hell' ifitisn'topened
by Monday. He has issued such threats
before and extended them when medi-
ators have claimed progress toward
ending the war on agreeable terms.
“This brave warrior was behind ene-
mylinesinthe treacherous mountains
ofIran, beinghunted downbyourene-
mies, whowere getting closerand clos-
er by the hour,” Trump wrote. Trump
said that theaviator isinjured but “will
be just fine,” adding that the rescue
involved “dozens of aircraft” and that
the US had been monitoring his loca-
tion “24 hours a day, and diligently
planningfor hisrescue.” The fighter jet
was the first US aircraft tohave crashed
in Iranian territory since the conflict

in late February.
Trumpsaid lastweek thatthe UShad
“decimated” Iran and would finish the
(Contd on page 3)
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both sides dispute scale of losses

WHAT HAPPENED
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 who turns in an

BEHIND ENEMY LINES
for over 48 hours hiding in the mountains.
Equipped with 2 beacon and a secure
 communication device, airman fights for
survival, at one point hiking up a 7,000-foot

Jetshotdowninaregionofian
where there is significant opposition to govt,
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. WHAT IRAN SAYS
Iran’s state TV airs
video showing ‘parts

of American aircraft’

shot down by Iranian
forces. The broadcaster
says Iran shoots down an
American transport plane

 and two helicopters that were

part of the rescue operation.

~ Iran’s military joint command

claims 4 US aircraft destroyed

A handout photo from IRGC
official website Sepah News on
Sunday shows the wreckage
and remains of targeted and
crashed aircraft in central Iran

food.ﬁrst-ald




