Trump seeks recei'd
$1.5 tn defence budget

WASHINGTON, Apr 4 (IANS)

US PRESIDENT Donald Truiiip
has proposed a record $1.5 tril-
lion defence budget for fiscal
2027, a 44 per cent jump that
would sharply expand Pentagon
spending while cutting several
domestic programmes.

“The Budget builds upon the
historic $1 trillion topline

350 billion tied to priority pro-
grammes including munitions
production and expansionofthe
defence industrial base.

A major centrepiece is the
“Golden Dome” missile defence
shield. The White House budget
says it would be “robustly fund-
ed”, while related reports said
the programme is expected to
receivestrongbackingas

provided for the nation-
al defence by requesting
$1.5trillion for2027,a44-
per cent increase,” the
White House said in its
official budget docu-
ment proposal for thefis-
cal 2027.

The administration said the
request would ensure that the
United States maintains military
dominance at a time of rising
security pressures. “The 2027
Budgetupholds this promise and
would ensure that the United
States continues to maintain the
world’s mostpowerful and capa-
ble military,” thedocument said.

The proposal includes about
$1.1trillioninbase discretionary
defence spending and another

part of a broader home-
land defence push.

The budget also seeks
$65.8 billion for ship-
building, including new
battle force ships and
support vessels, and
proposes pay rises for service
members, with a 7 per cent
wage increase for personnel
ranked E-5 and below, accord-
ing to media reports and the
budget summary.

At the same time, the
White House is pairing the
defence increasewith cuts across
non-defence spending. “The
Budget proposes a 10-per cent
cut compared to 2026 non-
defence levels,” the official doc-
ument said.




NEW DELHI, Apr 4 (ANI)

THE India Meteorologice!
Department on Saturday issuea
an orange warning across sev-
eral States, forecasting wide-
spread hailstorms, thunder-
storms, lightning, and gusty to
squallywindsreaching speeds of
60-70 kmph.

The warning covers Punjab,
Haryana, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, East Rajasthan, Madly
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Vidarbha, East
UttarPradesh, and Chhattisgarh.
According to the IMD, these
regions are likely to witness

- after fresh snowfall at the Atal

Tunnel, at Rohtang, in Kullu, HP on

Saturday

Sl NN

B> 2 N =
intense weather activity, includ-
inghailstorms andstrong winds,
over the next 24 hours.

An orange alert has also been
issued for Jammu and Kashmir,
with forecasts of isolated heavy
rainfall accompanied by thun-
derstorms and lightning. In the
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southern penmsular reglon
heavy rainfall is expected at iso-
lated places in Tamil Nadu and
Keralam.

Meanwhile, a yellow warning
remains in place across these
regions for continued thunder-
storm-related activity.




If West Asia crisis continues Yiidian exports to
other parts of world will get impacted: Official

HYDERABAD, Apr 4 (PTI)

IF THE West Asia conflict con-
tinues, India's exports to other
parts of the world will also be
impacted, Central Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawalsaid on
Saturday.

Indian exports during the last
financial year were expected to
remain on a positive trajectory
despite the crisis, he added.

Addressingapress conference
onthesidelinesof Chintan Shivir
- Scaling Up Pharma Exports),
Agrawal said that because of the
West Asia crisis, there was defi-
nitely an impact last month on
both imports and exports, as
energy is a major part of the
Indian import market.

“West Asia is also an impor-
tant market. Around 12-13 per
cent of our exports go to the

region. So, that will directly get
impacted. And if it goes on for
long, maybe our exports to oth-
er parts of the world will also get
impacted as some of the value
chains will rotate back. We are
cognizant of it,” the official told
reporters.

Replyingtoaquery, hesaid the
exactimpactofthe West Asiacri-
sis on Indian exports will be
known in a couple of weeks.

He said the Centre is trying to
see that the supply chains get
minimum impact as far as pos-
sible, even as the Government is

ready withsome numbers going
down, asfar asexportand import
are concerned.

“And I assume, it will not only
be a one-way traffic, in terms of
export going down, but it will
also be imports having some
downfall,” he said.

He further said that even if
the war ends, the impact of the
crisis will be there for the
next few months or years,
depending on which supply
chain orwhichinfrastructure has
been impacted.

“So, at this juncture, it will be
very difficult to take a very long-
termviewonit,” the official said.

The idea was that the indus-
tryshould becomeself-reliant to
combat these external chal-
lenges, whichmaykeep coming,
he opined.

Agrawal said that there has

been some impact coming to
pharma sector in terms of some
of the important intermediates
and solvents as the supply chain
is getting impacted.

Allarmsofthe Government are
engaged tosee how they can pri-
oritise the limited supply of LPG,
and it is being resolved to the
largest extent possible by even
diversifying imports, buying
fromother sources also, he said.

“So, as we are able to resolve
that overall supply, we will try to
alleviatesomeofthe painin every
sector. The Pharma sector will
be one of the priority sectors,”
he said.

The commerce secretary said
that the industry and the
Government are sitting and try-
ing to figure out what can be
done to make the supply chains
more resilient.



MoD issues Eol for ingdigenous
1000-kg aerial bo:b for IAF

NEW DELHI, Apr 4 (PTI)

THE Defence Ministry has initi-
ated the process for the indige-
nous design and development of
a1000-kgaerial bomb akin to Mk-
84 for the IAE aiming to boost
India’s‘Aatmanirbharta’in the sec-
tor, according to senior officials.
The project is structured in
two phases. The first involves
design and development of six
prototypes (live and inert),
including associated tail units
and equipment, they said.
Thesecond is the procurement
phase, whichwillcommencewith
the issuance of a commercial
Request for Proposal (REP) to the

qualifyingdevelopmentagencies.
Thesystemisintended tobe “com-
patible with both Russian and
Western-origin aircraft” current-
lyoperated bythe Indian Air Force
(IAF), a senior official said.

The Ministry of Defence has
“issued an Expression of Interest
(Eol) fordesign, developmentand
procurement of 1,000-kg aerial
bombs (akinto Mk-84) alongwith

tail units and associated equip-
ment under the provisions of the
Defence Acquisition Procedure
(DAP) 2020", the official said. The
projectwillbeexecuted under the
‘Make-II' (industry-funded) sub-
category, followed by procure-
ment under the ‘Buy (Indian-
IDDM)’ category.

IDDM stands for Indigenously
Designed, Developed and
Manufactured.

Atotal of “600 aerial bombs are
planned to be procured” under
the ‘Buy (Indian-IDDM)’ catego-
ry in accordance with the DAP
2020 provisions, the officials said.

At present, Mk-84 class gener-
al-purpose bombs are procured

from foreign original equipment
manufacturers and are in service
with the IAE

The proposed aerial bomb is
described as a “natural fragmen-
tation, high-calibre munition
capable of generating high blast
effect and significant peak over-
pressure (PoP) againstenemytar-
gets”, officials said.

The first phase of the project
will be undertaken by the select-
ed development agencies, and it
includes single-stage composite
trials (SSCT), after which prelim-
inary staft qualitative require-
ments (PSQRs) will be converted
into air staff qualitative require-
ments (ASQRs), the official said.



Bahrain postpones vete on
UN resolution to nzxt week

The draft resolutiez aims at ending
Iran’s stranglehold on Strait of Hormuz

DUBALI Apr 4 (AP)

THE Gulf nation of Bahrain,
whichholds the presidency of the
UN Security Council thismonth,
postponed the vote on a resolu-
tionaimed at reopeningthe Strait
of Hormuzthathad been watered
down significantly because of
Opposition from Russia and
China, two UN diplomats said.
The diplomats, speaking on

condition ofanonymity because
council consultationshave been
private, said the vote will now be
held sometime next week.

The draft resolution that had
been expected tobeputtoavote
on Saturday would authorise
defensive measures - not offen-
sive action that Gulf nations and
USinitially supported - to ensure
oil vessels can safely transit
the waterway.



Iran ‘no’ to Pak’s peace broker

TEHRAN, Apr 4 (ANI)

ISLAMABAD'S attempt to posi-
tion itself as a mediator in the
West Asia conflict has come to
naught with the Iranian side
refusing to meet any US led del-
egation in Pakistan, reports the
‘Wall Street Journal’,

Iran has also called the list of
demands from the US as unac-
ceptablem, pushing the possi-
bility of an early resolution to
the crisis to the back burner.
Pakistan had staked its diplo-
matic heft by pitching itself as a
mediator claiming to have been
behind messaging to both the
Iranian and US sides. However,
it appears that with this signifi-
cant trustdeficitthe Iranians are
reluctant to let Islambad play
any role in negotiations.

However,some hopewas ignit-
edasreports suggested thatIran
couldmove towards amediation
effort brokered by Qatar, anoth-
er key player in the region.

The Iranians say their forces

Pak rejects media reports of coll2yse
of initiative to facilitate US-Iran talks

H By Sajjad Hussain
ISLAMABAD, Apr 4 (PTI)

PAKISTAN on Satui lay reject-
ed media reports that its
initiative to facilitaccotliks
betweentheUSandIrantoend
the ongoing conflict in West
Asia had hit obstacles after
the initial exchange of peace
proposals.

Speculation emerged aftera
senior Foreign Ministry official
briefed a select group of jour-
nalists on Pakistan’s efforts to
findanegotiated settlement of
the ongoing conflict.

Foreign Office spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi rejected the
mediareportsas“baseless” and
a“figment ofimagination.” “We
have noted several reports in
the media, including on social

media, citi-.g so-called official
govern:.entsourcesregarding
the Ungoing conflict in the
rigion and Pakistan’s efforts to
promote peace and dialogue,”
he said in a statement.
Similarly, Iranian Foreign
MinisterSeyed Abbas Araghchi
dismissed Western media
reports suggesting a stalemate
in Pakistan-facilitated talks
between Iran and the US,
labellingitas “misrepresented.”
“We are deeply grateful to
Pakistan forits effortsand have
never refused to go to
Islamabad,” he said in asocial
media post. “What we care
about are the terms of a con-
clusive and lasting END to the
illegal war that is imposed on
us,” Araghchi added.
(Contd on page 3)

have now executed Wave 93 of
their retaliatory campaign
against US-Israel. IRGC claimed
tohavedealt precise blows to crit-"
ical Israeli military staging
grounds deep inside the occu-
pied territories.

During this IRGCsaid thatcen-
tres of gathering and combat
supportof thelsraelisinWestern
Galilee, Haifa, Kafr Kanna, and
Krayot were precisely hit.

In whatwill spell further trou-
ble for the US and its allies, Iran
said it has the ability to sustain
the current situationin the Strait
of Hormu for years,

A senior Iranian security offi-
cial told Press TV that Iran’s
heightened sensitivity over the
strategic waterway stems from
the fact that the majority of
equipment used to supply US
military bases and garrisons
across the region has historical-
ly been transported by sea.

“Iran has the capabilityto sus-
tain this situation for years,” the
official said.



