China, India share far more
common interests than
differences, says Ghincse FM

BEIJING, Mar 28 (ANI)

CHINESEForeign Minister Wang
Yi emphasised that China and
India share far more common
interests than differences as he
met with outgoing Indian
Ambassador to China Pradeep
Kumar Rawat in Beijing.

During their meeting on
Thursday, both sides highlight-
ed the commitment to strength-
ening bilateral ties amid a shift-
ing global landscape.

According to a statement
issued by the Chinese Minister
of Foreign Affairs, in remarks dur-
ing the farewell call, Wang com-
mended Rawat’s effortsand con-
tributions to the development of
China-Indiarelations during his
tenure. He noted that under the
strategic guidance of the leader-
ship in both nations, the rela-
tionship has “embarked on the
right track of improvement and
development”. Wang reiterated
Beijing’s readiness to work with
New Delhi to implement key
understandings reached by the
two countries’ leaders.

Against thebackdrop ofacom-
plexinternational environment,
he said China is committed to

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi with outgoing Indian
Ambassador to China Pradeep
Kumar Rawat in Beijing.

viewing India as a development
opportunity rather than a threat
and as a co-operative partner
rather than a competitor.

“As two major neighbouring
countries and two majoremerg-
ing economies, China and India
share far more common inter-
ests than differences. Without
modernisation of China and
India, there will be no global
modernisation,” the statement
read.



Pakistan, IMF strike
dlsbursement of $

ISLAMABAD, Mar 28 (PTI)

PAKISTAN and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) have
reached a staff-level agreement
(SLA) for the disbursement of
approximately USD 1.2 billion
under two separate
arrangements.

Thetwossidessuccessfully con-
cluded the third review of the
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and
the second review under the
Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF), the IMF said on
Saturday.

The IMF mission held talks
with Pakistani officialsin Karachi
and Islamabad from February 25
to March 2, but left without an

agreemen<. ['he talks continued

in virtzal format, and an agree-
m¢it was reached.

Thefund confirmedthedevel-
opment through a statement,

saying

“IMF staff and the

Pakistani authorities have
reached a staff-level agreement
on the third review under
Pakistan’s Extended Fund Facility

real over
1.2 billion fund

(EFF) and the second review
under the Resilience and
Sustainability Facility (RSF).”

“IMF reaches Staff-Level
Agreement on the Third Review
for the 37-month Extended
Arrangement  under the
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and
the Second Reviewfor 28-month
arrangement  under  the
Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF),” Pakistan’s
Ministry of Finance said on X.

IMF mission chief Iva Petrova
said, subject to IMF board
approval, Pakistan will have
access to about USD 1.0 billion
(SDR 760 million) under the EFF
and about USD 210 million (SDR
154 million) under the RSE



Adani Defence delivers 1st batch of 2,000
‘Prahar’ light mach:ne guns to Army

NEW DELHI/GWALIOR, Mar 28
(IANS)

ADANI Defence & Aerospace,
aleadingplayerin India’saero-
space and defence, has deliv-
ered 2,000 indigenously man-
ufactured ‘Prahar’ Light
MachineGuns (LMGs) 7.62 mm
to the Indian Army, marking a
significant milestone inIndia’s
small arms manufacturing
capability, it was announced
on Saturday.

Looking ahead, the Gwalior
facility is also geared to man-
ufacture close quarter battle
(CQB) weapons for the Indian
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Armed Forces, further expand-
ing India’s indigenous small
arms capability.

The historic delivery of the

first batch of LMGs was com-
pleted in seven months, 11

months ahead of the contract-
ed schedule.



Jaishankar meets Macron-on sidelines of G7 Summit

PARIS, Mar 28 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met French President
Emmanuel Macron on the side-
lines ofthe G7 Fereign Ministers’
Summit here and said == lied
the discussion and his many
insights.

The External Affairs Minister
paid a formal visit to President
Macron on Friday. "An honour
to call on the President
@EmmanuelMacron of France
last night,” Jaishankar said in a
social media post on Saturday.

The External Affairs Minister
said heconveyed thewarm greet-
ings of Prime Minister Narendra
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(PTI)

Modi. “Value the discussionand  Vaux-de-Cernay in France on
his many insights,” Jaishankar Thursday to participate in the

added. He arrived in Abbaye des

two-day G7 foreign ministers’

meeting with partner countries.

While India is not a G7 mem-
ber, it has been invited as a part-
ner country by France, the cur-
rent chair of the powerful bloc.

In an address at a G7 foreign
ministers’ meeting in France on
Thursday, Jaishankar flagged the
concernsof Global South nations
over energy, food, and fuel secu-
rity,whileunderlining the urgent
need for global governance
reforms.

The External Affairs Minister
alsospokeabout theimportance
of resilient trade corridors and
supply chains against the back-
drop of the uncertainties arising
from the conflict in West Asia.



Piyush Goyal calls for consensus-basca decision making at WT0 meet

NEW DELHI, Mar 28 (IANS)

UNION Commerce and Industry
Minister Pivush Goval has siressed the
importance ofconsensus- based deci-
sion-making and addressing struc-
tural imbalances in global trade as
WTOmembers deliberated onreform
issues during the second day of the
14th Ministerial Conference (MC14)

in Cameroon. -
Leading the Indian delegatios ooyal
said that consensus o ains the
hedrack of the WD Catimacy and
cautioned aga undermining the
sovereign right of members to not be
bound by rules they do not agree to.
Speaking on decision-making and
past mandates, he stressed the need
to rebuild trust among members to

overcome the current impasse, while
calling for a comprehensive stocktak-
ing of its underlying causes.

India also stressed that discussions
must remain transparent, inclusive
and member-driven, warning that
frapmentation within the institution-
al framework would weaken the mul-
tilateral trading system, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industy said.

On  ensuring a  level-playing
field, India highlighted the need to
address  asymmetries  stemming
from the Uraguay Round and priori-
tise long-pending issues such as
food security, public stockholding
(PSH), special safeguard mechanism
(SSM) and cotton before taking up
new subjects, according to the

Ministry.




Yemen’s Houthis launch missile

attack on Israel

DUBAI, Mar 28 (AP)

ISRAEL'S military said it inter-
cepted a missile launched from
Yemen toward Israel early
Saturday, the first time it had
faced fire from that country. The
[ranian-backed Houthis claimed
responsibility for the attack,
which calls into question
whether the rebel group backed
by Tehran will again target com-
mercial shipping travelling
through the Red Sea corridor.

Sirens went off around Beer
Sheba and the area near Israel's
mainnuclearresearch centre for
the third time overnight Friday
into Saturday as Iran and
Hezbollah continued to fire on
[srael overnight,

TheHouthishaveheld Yemen's
capital, Sanaa, since 2014, and
so far have stayed out of the war
astherebelshavehad anune sy
ceasefire for years with Sa di
Arabia, which launched a war

against the griup on behalf of
Yemen's exied government in
2015.

Artcks on vessels during the
Ieel-Hamaswarupended ship-
ping in the Red Sea, through

which aboutUSD 1 trillion worth
ofgoods passed each year before
the war. The rebels also fired

drones at Israel.
Israel struck Iran’s nuclear
(Contd on page 5)

o Indians injured in UAE by debris: Report

DUBAI, Mar 28 (PTI}

FIVE Indians were injured in
the UAE by the fall of debris in
the vicinity of the Khalifa
Economic Zones Abu Dhabi
{(KEZAD) following interception
ofaballistic missile by the coun-
try’s air defence system, local

media reported on Saturday.

The Abu Dhabi Media Office
in a social media post said the
authorities confirmed that the
incident resulted in injuries to
five individuals of Indian
nationality, ranging from mod-
erate to minor.

“The competent authorities

urge the public to obtain infor-
mation from official sources
only, and to avoid circulating
rumours or unverified infor-
mation,” it said.

Earlier, it reported that the
authorities were responding
to two fire incidents in the

(Contd on page 5)



Zelenskyy visits
UAE for talks on
security situation

e

DUBAI, Mar 28 (AP)

UKRAINE President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy visit-
ed the UAE and met his
Emirati counterpart
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan on Saturday, to dis-
cuss regional security in the
Middle East.

“For Ukraine, this is also
a matter of principle: terror
must not prevail anywhere
in the world. Protection
must be sufficient every-
where,” Zelenskyy said in a
post on X following his
meeting with the Emirati
leader. He said they dis-
cussed “the security situa-
tion in the Emirates, Iranian
strikes, and the blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz, which
directly affects the global oil
market.”

The Emirates News
Agency said the two leaders
discussed “security devel-
opments in the region amid
ongoing military escalation
and their implications for
regional and international
peace and security, as well
as their impact on interna-
tional navigation and the
global economy.”

During his visit to Saudi
Arabia a day before,
Zelenskyy said the two
countries have agreed
to “an important arrange-
ment” on defence
cooperation.

Zelenskyy, in a social
media post Friday, said the
document “lays the founda-
tion for future contracts,
technological cooperation,
and investment”, providing
no further details.

Zelenskyy said last week
that Kyiv is helping the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait and Jordan to
counter drone attacks on
their territory.




