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Balen Shah’s RSP sweeps Nepzi polls

KATHMANDU, Mar 9 (IANS)

AS COUNTING of votes con-
cluded in 163 electoral con-
stituencies out of 165 under the
First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) sys-
tem in Nepal's parliamentary
elections by Monday evening,
the Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP) secured nearly 76 per cent
of the seats in the House of
Representatives in a sweeping
electoral victory.

The three-and-a-half-year-old
party, led by its President Rabi
Lamichhane and  Prime
Ministerial candidate Balen
Shah, secured victoryin 125 seats,
as one heavyweight leader after
another from traditional politi-
cal parties — including former
Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli
— fell before the RSP wave
sweeping the country.

In one of the remaining seats,
Arjun Kumar Karki, a candidate
from the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
(CPN-UML), is leading against
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RSP candidate Mingma Sherpa.
There is also a legal dispute over
the election in Dhanusa-1 con-
stituency in Madhes province,
after the RSP candidate was dis-

qualified by the Election
Commission of Nepal for being
blacklisted by the Credit
Information Bureau of Nepal.
Shah, the former Mayor of
Kathmandu Metropolitan City,
secured victory against Oli with
68,348 votes — the largest vote
tally by any candidate in Nepal’s
parliamentary history — from
Jhapa-5 constituency in eastern
Nepal, which hadlongbeen con-
sidered Oli's stronghold.
AstheRSPisalsoleadingunder
the proportional representation

'NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
ModionMondayspoketolead-
ers of the Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP) of Nepal Rabi
Lamichhane and Balendra
Shah and congratulated them
for their election victory and
conveyed India’s commitment
to work with them for mutual
prosperity, progress and well-
being of the two countries.

In his telephonic conversa-
tions with the two leaders of
Nepal, PM Modi said he was

PM Mor: speaks to Nepal leaders
R2%i Lamichhane, Balendra Shah

confident that with the joint
endeavours, India-Nepal rela-
tions will scale new heights in
the coming years.

“Had warm telephone con-
versations with Mr. Rabi
Lamichhane, Chairman of the
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)
and Mr. Balendra Shah, Senior
Leader of the RSE" he said in
a post on ‘X',

The Prime Minister said he
congratulated both leaders on
their electoral victories and
RSP'sresoundingsuccessin the
Nepal elections.

electoral systemwith over 48 per
centofthe vote share by Monday
evening, and if the trend con-
tinues, the party islikely tosecure
close to a two-thirds majority —
around 184 seats — in the 275-

member House of
Representatives, the lower house
of Parliament. No single politi-|
cal partysincethe 1991 elections|
has secured a two-thirds major-|
ity in the lower house.



Indonesia inks pact to buy
BrahMos missile fror:india

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (IANS)

INDONESIA has entered into
anagreementwithIndiato buy
the BrahMos missile system, its
Defence Ministry spokesper-
son Rico Ricardo Sirait said on
Monday.

Rico told the Reuters news
agencythattheagreementwas
“part of Indonesia’s moderni-
sationofmilitaryhardwareand
defence capabilities, especial-
ly in the maritime sector”.

BrahMos, a company co-
owned by the Indian and
Russian Governments, has
been in discussions with
Indonesia for the sale of the
cruise missile. The agreement
follows prolonged negotiations
that gained momentum dur-
ing high-level visits, including

discussions at the India-
Indonesia Defence Ministers'
Dialogue in 2025.

Jakarta has become the sec-
ond foreign buyer of the super-
sonic cruise missile after the
Philippines. In January 2022,
Manila signed a $375 million
contract for three shore-based
anti-ship BrahMos batteries,
with the first batch of deliver-
ies taking place in 2024. The
Philippines military top brass
has described the system as a
game-changer and expressed
interest in additional procure-

ments. The Philippinesdealalso
paved thewayforbroaderinter-
estin the missile in the region.

BrahMos produces super-
sonic cruise missiles that can
be launched from submarines,
ships, aircraft, or land plat-
forms. It is a supersonic cruise
missile jointly developed by
India and Russia and is one of
the Indian Armed Forces’ key
weapons, used by the army,
navy, and air force.

During the four-day conflict
during Operation Sindoor, the
missile was used with devas-
tating effect in strikes on
Pakistani air bases and other
military infrastructure.

The Defence Ministrycleared
a major order for additional
BrahMossystems for the Indian
Navy’s warships.




Indian contingent arrives in Seyclielles for
joint military exercise ‘LAMITIYE-2026’

VICTORIA, Mar 9 (IANS)

AN INDIAN Armed Forces con-
tingent has reached Seychelles
to participatein the 11thedition
of the joint military exercise
“Exercise LAMITIYE-2026" with
the Seychelles Defence Forces
(SDF).

The Exercise LAMITIYE-2026
is scheduled to be held from
March 9 to 20 at the Seychelles
Defence Academy.

‘LAMITIYE', which means
‘friendship’ in the Creole lan-
guage, isabiennial training exer-
cise conducted in Seychelles
since 2001, aimed at strength-
ening military cooperation
between the two nations.

Thisyear's edition marksasig-
nificant milestone as it features
participationfromall three serv-
ices of the Indian Armed Forces.

The Indian contingent
includes personnel from the
Assam Regiment, along with rep-

resentation from the Indian Navy
and the Indian Air Force. The
Indian Navy has deployed INS
Trikand, while the Air Force is par-
ticipating with a C-130 aircraft,
officials said in a statement.
The exercise will focus on
enhancing synergy in sub-con-
ventional operations in a semi-
urbanenvironmentand improv-

ing cooperation and interoper-
ability between the two forces
during peacekeeping operations.
It will also provide an opportu-
nity for both sides to exchange
skills, operational experiences
and best practiceswhile strength-
eningbilateral military relations,
they added.

During the 12-day exercise,

troops from both countries will
jointly train, plan, and execute a
range of tactical drills aimed at
neutralising potential threats in
semi-urban settings. The exer-
cise will also showcase the use
of new-generation equipment
and technology.

The training programme will
include field training exercises,
combat discussions, case stud-
ies, lectures and demonstrations,
culminating in a two-day vali-
dationexercise. Officials said the
joint exercise is expected to
enhance mutual understanding
andstrengthen operational coor-
dination between the armed
forces of India and Seychelles.

Meanwhile, earlier on
February 19, the Indian Navy
held a series of high-level bilat-
eralinteractionswithnavallead-
ers from Seychelles on the side-
lines of the International Fleet
Review 2026  held in
Visakhapatnam.



India has 74-day rescrves of oil,
petroleum produvsts: Minister

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (IANS)

INDIA currentlyhasa total capac-
ity for storage of crude oil and
petroleum products for 74 days,
which can help to tide over dis-
ruptions in case of adverse situ-
ations such as geopolitical con-
flicts, the Parliament was
informed on Monday.

“The Government has estab-
lished Strategic Petroleum
Reserves facilities with a total
capacity of 5.33 million metric

| FROM THE PARLT

tonnes (MMT), which canact as
a buffer for short-term supply
shocks such as geopolitical con-
flicts. This is meant to provide
for about 9.5 days of crude oil
requirement, In addition, Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs)
in the country have storage facil-
ities for crude oil and petroleum

products for 64.5 days. Hence,
the current total national capac-
ity for storage of crude oil and
petroleum productsis 74 days,”
Minister of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas Suresh Gopi told
the Rajya Sabhainawrittenreply.

To further augment the petro-
leumn reserves' capacity, the
Government, in July 2021, had

alsoapproved theestablishment
of two additional facilities with
a total storage capacity of 6.5
MMT at Chandikhol (4 MMT) in
Odisha and Padur (2.5 MMT) in
Karnataka on Public Private
Partnership (PPP) mode. This
expansion will increase the oil
reserve equivalent to 12 days of
imports.

Basic savings, Jan
Dhan accounts not
subject to penalty

ABOUT 72 crore Basic Savings
Bank Deposit Accounts (BSB-
DA), including those under the
PM Jan Dhan scheme, are not
subject to any penal charges for
non-maintenance of minimum

balance, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, she said
banks offerzero-balance savings
accountsfacilityin BasicSavings
Bank  Deposit  Accounts
(BSBDAs), including the
accounts opened under the
Pradhan MantriJan DhanYojana
(PM]DY), to ensure universal
access to banking facilities, par-
ticularly for unbanked, vulnera-
ble and small depositors, and to
promote financial inclusion.



India calls for dialogue
to bring peace in West

<

External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar speaks in the
Rajya Sabha during the Budget
session of Parliament, in New
Delhi, on Monday. (PTI)

H Delhi Bureau and Agencies
NEW DELHI, Mar 9

INDIAon Mondayadvocated de-
escalation of tensions in West
Asia and called for dialogue and
diplomacy to resolve all under-
lying issues, as it put the safety
of around one crore Indians in
the regionasitstop priority, along
with securing energy security
and trade.

The US and Israel launched a
major military attack on Iran on
February 28, and killed its 86-
year-old Supreme Leader
Ayatollah AliKhamenei. The war
has so far killed at least 1,230
people in Iran, 397 in Lebanon
and 11 inIsrael, according to offi-
cials. Making a suo-motu state-
ment in Parliament, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said

Asia, says Jaishaikar

Sopn MPs stage
protest in Parlt
demanding debate
on Iran conflict

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (PTI)

OPPOSITION MPs, including
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
party chief Rahul Gandhi and
SP chief Akhilesh Yaday,
stageda protestin Parliament
House complex on Monday,
demanding a discussion on
the West Asia conflict and
slamming the Government
for its “silence” on critical
issues related to it.

Earlier, Opposition parties’
floorleaders metin Leader of
Oppositioninthe Rajya Sabha
Kharge’s chamber in
Parliament Housecomplexto
deliberate on the strategy for
the second half of the Budget
session.

New Delhi stood for maintain-
ing the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of all states in the
region. He defended allowing the
Iranian ship todock at an Indian
port as the right decision taken
on humanitarian grounds.

He said the Indian
Government has been constantly
monitoring the evolvingsituation
in the region at the highest lev-
el and has already brought back
67,000 stranded Indians from the

(Contd on page 5)



Khamenei’s son Mojtaba is
Iran’s new suprerie leader

Mojtaba Khamenei

H By Jon Gambrell, David
Rising and Samy Magdy
DUBAI, Mar 9 (AP)

IRAN named the hard-line
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei to
succeed his late father as

surge to nearly

supremeleaderon Monday,sig-
nalling no letup in the war
launched by the United States
and Israel. Oil prices surged as
Iran attacked regional energy
infrastructure and the US and
Israel bombed targets across
Iran.

With Iran’s theocracy under
assault for more thanaweek, the
country’s Assembly of Experts
chose the secretive, 56-year-old
cleric withclose ties to the para-
military Revolutionary Guard as
the new supreme leader. The
Guard has been firing missiles
and drones at Israel and Gulf
Arab states since Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who had ruled Iran

23S oil prices
SD 120 a barrel

for 37 years, was killed during
the war’s opening salvo.

The appointment marked a
new sign of defiance by Iran’s
embattledleadershipafter more
than a week of heavy US and
Israeli bombardment, suggest-
ing that Tehran is not close to
givingupon what it considers a
fight for the country’s existence.

World markets plummeted
following the news, and Brent
crudeoil, theinternational stan-
dard, surged to nearly USD 120
abarrel on Monday, about 65 per
cent higher than when the war
started, before retreating.

Iran’s attacks in the Strait of
Hormuz have also all but

stopped tankers from using the
keyshippinglane through which
a fifth of the world’s oil is car-
ried. Fire broke out atan oil facil-
ity that Iran attacked in the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain's
only oil refinery was apparent-
ly also hit, and Saudi Arabiasaid
ithad intercepted several drones
attacking its Shaybah oil field.

In Israel, sirens blared multi-
ple times on Monday as Iran’s
drones and missiles were unre-
lenting.

New Iranian leader seen as
even more hard-line than his
father: The younger Khamenei,
who has not been seen in pub-
lic since the war started, was
longconsidered a potentialsuc-
cessor - even before the Israeli
strike killed his father. His wife,
Zahra Haddad Adel, was killed
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