JERUSALEM, Feb 25 (FT1)

TERRORISM anywhere threatens
peace  everywhere, [Prime
Minister Narendra Modi assert -
ed on Wednesday in an address
atthe Israeli Parliament, even as
he threw New Delhi’s weight
behind the Gaza peace initiative,
saying it holds the promise of a
“just and durable peace” in the
Tegion.

Like lsrael, Indla has a "con-
sistent and uncompromising
policy of zero tolerance for ter-
rorism with no double stan-
dards,” Modi said while convey-
ing India's deepest condolences
to the familieswholost theirnear
anddearonesin the terror attack
carried out by Hamas on Octoher
7, 2023

PM Modis address to the
Knesset, Israel’s house ol repre-
sentatives, came hours after he

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the gathering at the
Knesset, Isragli parliament, in Israsl.

landed in the country to a rous-
ing welcome with his lsraeli
counterpart Benjamin
Netanyahu along with wife Sara
recelving him at the Ben Gurion

airport.
“lalsocarry with me the deep-
estcondolences of the peaple of
India for every life lost and for
every family whose world was

shattered in the b
ist attack by Hi
"We leel g

vand with full comviction
in this moment and beyond. No
cause can justify the murder of
civilians, Nothing canjustify ter-
rorism.”

The Prime Minister said India
has also endured the pain of ter-
rorism for a long time,

"We remember the 26/11
Mumbai attacks and the inno-
cent lives lost, including lsraeli
citizens. Like you, wehave acon-
sistent and uncompromising
policy of zero tolerance for ter-
rorism with no double stan-
dards,” Modi said.

"Terrorismaimsto destabilise
societies, to block development
and to ernde trust. Countering
terrorismrequires sustained and
(Contd on page 5}

‘Strategic reset’, ‘landmark moment’:
Israeli media hails Modi visit

W By Harinder Mishra
JERTISALEM, Feh 25 (PTI)

AS PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday left for Tsrael
from India for a visit expected to upgrade the bilateral ties to a
new level, the Israeli media is describing the trip as a "strategic
reset’, a“landmark moment”
and a “defining” phase.

Leading Israeli publica-
tions have given prominent
coverage to Modi's trip, por- |
traying it as a significant vis-
it by a friend at a crucial junc-
ture for the country.

FromGovernment officials
to ordinary citizens, the = r
excilement surrounding the visit is palpable across Jerusalem.
Any Indian walking down the streets is constantly greeted with
“namaste” every few yards,

Roads leading to the Knesset were adorned with Indian and
Israeli flags, and the Parliament building was illuminated in the
colours of the Indian tricolour.

(Contd on page 5)



German leader arrives in China to

BELIING, Feb 15 (AP)

GERMAN Chancellor Friedrich
Merz called Wednesday fordeep-
ening ties with China, while
pushing for fairer trade rules
between the two countries and
seeking Chinesehelpon Ukraine.

Merz, who arrived in Beijing
latemorningforawhirlwind two-
day visit, acknowledged differ-

ences during meetings with
the country’s top leaders and
called for collaboration ‘wher-
ever possible.” “We have a few
issues that we need to talk about
today in the course of my visit,”
hetold Chinese Premier LiQiang,
“But I think there is also great
potential for further growth of
both our economies.”

Both Europe and China have

been hu
Don

by US President
rump’s tariffs, and
e further by his demands
at it take more responsibility
foritsownsecurity and cede con-
trol of Greenland to the US.
Merz, on his first trip to China
since taking office last May, has
championed buildingastronger
Europe both economically and
militarily to assert itself in an

emerging new world order,

Before landing in the Chinese
capital, Merzindicated he would
press for a fair economic play-
ing field for German companies
and China’s assistance in bring-
ingaboutanend to Russia’s four-
vear-old war in Ukraine.

He stressed that for all the dif-
ferences Europe haswith China,
“the big global political prob-

ss fair trade, Ukraine war

lems can no longer be rackled
today withoutinvolving Beijing.”
Cooperation isneeded toresolve
crises and wars, including that
in Ukraine, he said, noting that
“Beijing's voice is heard, includ-
ingin Moscow.” Many European
governments have been [frus-
trated that China hasn't done
more to pressure Russia to end
the fighting,



Indian Navy to commission
‘Dolphin Hunter’ INS
Anjadip in Chennai o

CHENNALI Feb 25 (PTI)

THE Indian Navy i to strengthen its coastal
defence by comniissioning INS Anjadip at the
ChennaiporthereonFebruary27.Thisisthe third
of eight vessels being built under the anti-sub-
marine warfare shallow water craft project.

Built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers, Kolkata, Anjadip is a state-of-the-art
vessel specifically designed to address the chal-
lenges of the “littoral combatenvironment” coastal
and shallow waters vital for the nation’s security,
an official release said on Wednesday.

The 77-metre-long ship features a high-speed
water-jet propulsion system, enablingittoachieve
a top speed of 25 knots for rapid response and
sustained operations. The vessel is engineered to
act as a ‘Dolphin Hunter’, focused on the detec-
tion, tracking and neutralisation of enemy sub-
marines in coastal areas.

Theship is packed with anindigenous, cutting-
edge Anti-Submarine Warfare weapons and sen-
sor package, including the hull-mounted sonar
Abhay, and armed with Lightweight Torpedoesand
ASW Rockets, the release said.

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathiis scheduled to take part in the commis-
sioning ceremony on Friday.

The induction of ‘Anjadip’, named after the
island off the coast of Karwar (North Karnataka
in the Arabian Sea), bolsters the Navy's capacity
to safeguard India’s vast maritime interests and
coastal Tamil Nadu and Puducherry area, the
release said.

Besides the Anti-Submarine Warfare role, the
warship is also equipped to take up Coastal
Surveillance, Low-Intensity Maritime Operations
and Search and Rescue operations, it added.




‘Indigenous defence industry

production, exports to be ¢

NEW DELHI, Feb 25 (IANS)

INDIA has traversed a long dis-
tance from being a major
importer of defence equipment
to a manufacturer and exporter
of platforms in all domains,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Wednesday.

In a meeting with trainee offi-
cersofthe Indian Foreign Service
(IFS)-2025 Batch at South Block
here, the Minister voiced the
Government's determination for
expanding the capacity of indige-
nous defence industry for both
local production and exports
under’Aatmanirbhar Bharat',and
the crucial role played by Indian
diplomatsinrealising the vision.

RajnathSingh highlighted that

Rajnath Singh, Defence Minister

the global comity of nations is
closely following India’s growth
story and looking up to its lead-
ership role. According to a

pifiry statement, the

g#€hicouraged the officers
#Work with honestyandintegri-
ty to further India's positive
image. Defence Minister told
them that, while conductingtheir
duties abroad, they should
always remember that they rep-
resent the aspirations of 1.4 bil-
lion Indians.

Heurged themtoremainopen
to new ideas, people, and per-
spectivesfromeverycultureand
carry with them the values of
India’s civilisational wisdom. He
also congratulated them for put-
ting in hard work to join the cov-
eted IFS.

The trainee officers were
briefed onvariousdefence diplo-
macy initiatives, defence budg-

or local

panded’

et, Tri-service integration and
defence acquisition by officials
from verticals of the Ministry of
Defence.

Meanwhile, the Government
announced an allocation of Rs
7.8 lakh crore for the country’s
defence sector in the Union
Budget for2026-27, representing
a 15 per cent increase over the
corresponding figure of Rs 6.81
lakh crore forthe previous finan-
cial year.

The defence forces have been
allocated Rs 2.19 lakh crore for
the purchase of military hardware
as part of the capital outlay in
the Budget, which constitutes a
21.8 per centincrease compared
with the Rs 1.80 lakh crore allo-
cated in FY 2025-26.







We are winning so much: Trump in State of

WASHINGTON, Feh 15 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump
declared during Tuesday's
marathon State of the Union that
"“we're winningso much," s
hed sparked a jobs and manu-
facturing boom at home while
imposing a new world order
abroad - hoping that offering a
longlistofhisaccomplishments
cancounter approval ratings that
have been falling.

His main objective was con-
vincing increasingly wary
Americans that the economy is
stronger than many believe, and
that they should vote for more
ol the same by bhacking
Republicans during November's

US President Donald Trump
delivers the State of the Union

address on Tuesday.

(AP/PTI)

midterm  elections. In  the
process, he shattered his own
record, going longer than the
100-minute speech he gave
before ajoint session of Congress
last year.

Trump tried at points to appeal
to hipartisan patriotic seng
ments, introducing a series
surprise guests thatincluded US
military heroes; a former politi-
cal prisoner released after his
adminisiration toppled
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro; and the Olympic gold-
medal-winning US men's hock-
ey team. “Our country is win-
ning again, In fact, we're win-
ningsamuch that we really don't
know what to do about it, People

are asking me, "Please, ple

edals and sweaters that
1d “LISA" in large letters, drew
i bipartisan standing ovation.
Trump  pointed to  the
Demaocratic side of the chamber
and quipped, "Thats the first
time I've everseen them get up.”

In another made-for-TV
moment, Trump announced he
would be awarding the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
America’s highest civilian hon-
aur, 1o the hockey team's
(Contd on page 5)

Union address

US announces 126 pc duty on imports
of certain Indian solar goods

NEW DELHI, Feh 25 (PTT)

THES has announced a pre-
liminary countervailing duty
of 125,87 pc on imports of cer-
tain Indian solar goods, alleg-
ingthatthe products are unfair-
ly subsidised by New Delhi.
"On February 24, 2026, the
US Department of Commerce
announced its preliminary
affirmative determinations in
the countervailing duty inves-
tigations of crystalline silicon

photovoltaic cells, whether or
not assembled into solar cells,
from India, Indonesia, and the
Lao People’s Democratic
Bepublic (Laos],” a US order
has said, These duties are over
and above the 10 per cent tar-
iffs announced by the Donald
Trump administration on all
countries from February 24.

Solarimports from Indiainto
the USincreased to USD 792.6
million in2024 from USD 83.86
million in 2022,



