India, Israel begin talks for freetfade pact

NEW DELHI, Feb 24 (PTI)

INDIA and Israel have started
the first round of negotiations for
afreetrade agreement (FTA) here
withanaimto furtherboostcom-
mercial tiesand promoteinvest-
ments, anofficial statement said
on Tuesday.

InNovember last year, the two
countries signed the terms of ref-
erence (ToR) to formally startthe
negotiations for the pact.

“The first round of negotia-
tions for the India-Israel Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) com-
menced on February 23, 2026 in
New Delhi, and is scheduled to
take place until February 26,
2026,” the commerce ministry
said.

In such pacts, two sides sig-
nificantly reduce or eliminate
import duties on maximum
numberofgoods traded between

them. Besides, they ease norm
to promote trade in services
investments.

TheToRinclude access
imipiting tariff
iers, invest-
ation, simplification
of customs procedures, increas-
ing cooperation for innovation
and technology transfer, and eas-
ing norms to promote trade in
services.

The statement said that dur-
ing this round, technical experts
from both sides will engage in
sessions covering various aspects
of FTA such as trade in goods,
trade in services, rules of origin,
sanitary and phytosanitary
measures, technical barriers to
trade, customs procedure and
tradefacilitation, andintellectual
property rights.

During the opening session,
Commerce Secretary Rajesh

Agrawal underscored the signif-
icant opportunities available to
both sides in sectors such as
innovation, science and tech-
nology, artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, high-tech
manufacturing, agriculture, and
services.

Chief Negotiator of India is
Ajay Bhadoo, Additional
Secretary in Department of
Commerce. Chief Negotiator of
Israel for the FTA is Yifat Alon
Perel, Senior Director Trade
Policy and Agreements.

The ongoing negotiations
are important as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is visit-
ing Israel on February 25-26.
India and Israel were engaged
earlier also to negotiate a simi-
lar agreement. Eight rounds
were held, but talks stalled later.
The last round was held in
October 2021.
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Myanmar’s new

Parlt is to convene
next month for
its first session
after elections

BANGKOK, Feb 24 (A

THE ‘WLY-ELECTED
Parliamentin Myanmar will con-
vene for its first session next
month, the country’s State-run
media reported on Tuesday after
an election that critics said was
neither free nor fair.

The March 16 session will also
be the first Parliament meeting
in more than five years since the
military in 2021 seized power,
taking over from the elected
Government led byAung San Suu
Kyi. The takeover plunged
Myanmarinto widespread unrest
and armed resistance that has
since evolved into civil war.

The ParliamentSession comes
after phased elections were held
in December and January in 263
of the country’s 330 townships.

The Army-backed Union
Solidarity and Development
Party, or USDP, won a majority
ofthe seatsin the vote. Myanmar’s
former ruling National League
for Democracyand other parties
declined to rununder conditions
they deemed unfair.

The military Government pre-
sented the vote as a return to
democracy but critics say the
polls were designed to legitimise
the power of the militaryafter Suu
Kyi’s ouster in February 2021.

The State-run ‘MyanmaAlinn’
newspaper said the 440-seat low-
erhouse of Parliament will begin
itssession on March 16 while the
224-seat Upper House will open
two days later in the capital,
Naypyitaw.



China puts Japanese

panies on

export control lists“as tensions rise

BEIING, Feb 24 (AP)

CHINA on Tuesday
Japanese companies
export controllistand 20 o
on a watchlist, as tensions con-
tinue over the Japanese leader’s
previous comments on Taiwan,
the self-governed island Beijing
claims as its own.

Chinese exporters will be
banned from selling dual-use
goods, which can be used both
for civilian and military purpos-
es, to 20 Japanese companies,
according to a statement by
China’s Commerce Ministry.

Companies targeted include

subsidiaries  of
shi Heavy Industries
vedinshipbuildingand the
roduction of aircraft engines
and maritime machinery, aswell
as divisions of Kawasaki Heavy
Industries and Fujitsu, among
others.

Foreign organizationsorindi-
viduals are also banned from
providing dual-use items origi-
nating in China to the 20 enti-
ties, the Ministry said.

“All ongoing related activities
must cease immediately,” its
statement read.

A separate list includes 20
Japanese companies for which

multipl
Mits

Chinese exporters are required
to submit individual export
license applications with risk
assessment reports and written
pledges that the dual-use items
would notbe used byJapan’smil-
itary.

Companies on the latter list
include Subaru Corporation,
Mitsubishi Materials
Corporation and Institute of
Science Tokyo, among others.

The Chinese Commerce
Ministry said the measures,aim-
ing to curb Japan’s remilitarisa-
tionand nuclearambitions, “are
entirely legitimate, reasonable,
and legal.”



NEW DELHI, Feb 24 (PTI)

THE Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved a proposal of
Kerala Government to change the name of the State to
Keralam, Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

The decision was taken at a meeting of the Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at its first meet-

naming of

Keralam

ing held at Seva Teerth, the new PMO complex.

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister
approved the proposal for alterating the name of State
of Kerala as ‘Keralam), Vaishnaw said.

After approval of Union Cabinet, the President of India
will refer a Bill, namely the Kerala (Alteration of Name)
Bill, 2026 to the State Legislative Assembly of Kerala for
expressing its views under proviso to Article 3 of the
Constitution of India.

After receipt of the views of the Kerala Legislative
Assembly, the Government of India will obtain the rec-
ommendation of the President for introduction of the
Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 to alter the name
of Kerala as ‘Keralam’ in Parliament, an official release
said.

The Legislative Assembly of Kerala passed a resolution
on June 24, 2024 to alter the name of Kerala to ‘Keralam’.

“The name of our State is ‘Keralam’ in Malayalam
Language. States were formed on the basis of language
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