India to begin permanent
magnets productiox this
year: G Kishan

NEW DELHI, Feb 19 (PTI)

INDIA will begin prods€tion of Rare Earth Permanent
Magnets (REPMs) this year itself, Union Coal and Mines
Minister G Kishan Reddy said on Thursday, marking a
key step towards self-reliancein criticalmineralsfor elec-
tric vehicles and renewable energy sectors.

Speaking at a conference organised by FICCI and
Ministry of Mines here, Reddy highlighted the
Government’s push under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative to reduce import dependence on rare earth ele-
ments. “In this year itself, permanent magnets produc-
tionwill begininIndia,” Reddy asserted. The announce-
ment comes amid India’s focus on securing supplies of
neodymium, praseodymium and other rare earths, with
the mines ministry auctioning exploration blocks and
approving recycling facilities.




India aspires to establish equitable maritiine order: Rajnath

VISAKHAPATNAM, Feb 19 (IANS)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said that India aspires to
establish an equitable maritime order
based on international rulesand free-
dom of navigation in accordance with
international law

Heunderlined theneedforthe inter-
national community to join hands to
tackle maritime challenges.

Inaugurating the multilateral naval
exercise MILAN 2026 here, he noted
that traditional threats coexist with
emerging ones. “Piracy, maritime ter-
rorism, illegal fishing, trafficking, cyber
vulnerabilities and disruptions to

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, CNS
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi and others
during the inauguration of the

13th edition of Indian Navy's Exercise
‘MILAN', in Andhra Pradesh. (PTI)

critical supply chains. Climate change
is intensifying natural disasters, mak-

ing humanitarian and disaster relief
operations more frequent and more
demanding. No single navy, however
capable, can address these challenges
alone. This is why cooperationamong
the Navies is no longer an option, itis
an imperative,” he said.

The Defence Minister said that dis-
tinctive responsibilities call upon the
international communityto join hands
to manage the challenges harmo-
niously and act in the spirit of mutu-
al respect. He pointed out that the
United Nations Convention onthe Law
of Seas provides a robust legal frame-
work for addressing matters related to
the international waters,




Slams Critics
Who Question
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New Delhi: French President
Emmanuel Macron on Thurs-
day said that Rafale fighter jets
will boost India’s military
strength and that he is commit-
ted to having more indigenous
content in ‘made-in-India Ra-
fale’. as sought by the Modigovt.

ing on the sidelines of
the Al-India Summit at the end
of his three-day visit, Macron
told the French and Indian

Modi with French President Macron at Al Impact Summit 2026 on Thursday
Macron showed his willingness to sell more French submarines to India :

media, “Rafale improves the

strat‘egic relations between us, jet’sco-production, Macron said,
and it creates more jobs here.”  “Very clearly weare extremely, 1
On criticism in some western wouldsay, committed to havinga
quarters over the performance maximum number of Indian
of the 4.5-gen fighter, especially ~componentsand manufacturing

: qnum number of critical

sident said, “Idon’t India.... We will have

cooperation in main-

t on submarines. We
additional capaci-
. The Indian Navy
perates six French

have more — at

- such submarines
in the near future.

President said India’s

co-produce Rafale

is a “legitimate”

at aligns with the

“direction of history... Rafale :
is the key” He underscored the :
long-term necessity of this B
partnership, predictingthatin- :
dia’s requirement for advanced g
aviation will only grow in the :
coming decades. “Looking :
ahead to 2040 and 2050, I am :
telling you, India will need :
combat aviation,” Macron said. :
“We don't have & strategic :
partnership, we have a global
spatial strategic partnership, :
which is uniqueh s;idbmh
anceand India,” ne S

. l\liacmn's reaction came Jlllg;
days after the Rajnath S‘Eﬁﬁ;mn :
Defence Acquisition for ac-
gavetheirﬂtialdearanc‘?g o
quiring 114 more _Rafal;ilsec .
the defence minist + ch coun-
thejetdeal WithDISE) i as |
Catherine ‘&5 nal
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7] opened its largest-
! ever multilateral
| naval exercise, Ex-
ercise MILLAN-2026.
“When our
ships sail together,
: 1 when our sailors
train together,and when our com-
manders deliberate together, we
_build a shared understanding
that transcends geography and
politics,” he said on Thursday.
Tha defence minister ad~

The defence minister, who opened the
largest-ever multilateral naval exercise
on Thursday, said, ‘When our ships sail
together and when our commanders
deliberate together, we build a shared
understanding that transcends

geography and politics'

thesechallenges alone,” Singhsaid.

Inviting Asean countriestotap
India’s expanding defence-indus-
trial base, he said the govt's Aat-

manirbhar Bharat push led by PM

Narendra Modi has transformed

India into a “builder’s navy”. He
._;-‘t:imdaircraftcarrier INS Vikrant



WASHINGTON, Feb 19 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump
announced Thursday at theinau-
gural Board of Peace meeting
that nine members of the body
have agreed to pledge USD 7 bil-
lion toward a Gaza relief pack-
age.

Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, UAE,
Morocco, Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Uzbekistan and Kuwait
are the countries that are mak-
ing pledges, Trump added.

“But every dollar spent is an

investment in stability and the
hope of new and harmonious
(region),” said Trump, thanking

the donors.

Theamount, whilesignificant,
represents a fraction of the esti-
mated USD 70 billion needed to
rebuild the Palestinian territory
decimated after twoyears ofwar.

Trump alsoannouncedtheUS
was pledging USD 10 billion for
the Board of Peace, but didn't
specify what the money will be
used for.

“The Board of Peace is show-
ing how a better future can be
built, starting right here in this
room,” Trump said.



