PM Modi invites new
Bangladesh PM Ta

Rahman to visitindia

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
has invited Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman to vis-
it India and conveyed his best
wishes to the newly-sworn-in
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
leader. Theinvitation was extend-
ed to Rahman through a letter
handed over by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, who called on
Rahman in Dhaka after the latter
took charge asthe Prime Minister
on Tuesday, officials said here.
After attending the swearing-in
ceremonyin Dhaka, Birlasaid India
stands ready to support
Bangladesh’s endeavours to build
a democratic, progressive and
inclusive nation. “Glad to attend
the swearing-in ceremony of the

ewgovernmentofBangladeshled
byPrimeMinister Tarique Rahman
in Dhakatoday.Indiastandsready
to support Bangladesh’s endeav-
ours to build a democratic, pro-
gressive andinclusive nation,” Birla
posted on X.

Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India, Riaz
Hamidullah, said ina postonX,
“Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
conveys his greetings to India
and PM Narendra Modi to the
visitingIndia Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla at a courtesy meet fol-
lowing the swearing-in of the
new government. “Speaker Birla
conveyed wishes and an invita-
tion to India. Both leaders
expressed optimism to work
together for the well-beingof the
people of Bangladeshand India.”




India, France sign pact for mapufacturing

Hammer missiles, renew gefence coop

BENGALURU, Feb 17 (PTI)

INDIA and France on Tuesday
renewed the 10-year defence
cooperation agreement
and signed an MoU for manu-
facturing Hammer missiles in
the country.

The agreements were signed
when Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and his French counter-
part Catherine Vautrin co-
chaired the sixth India-France
Annual Defence Dialogue
in the city.

“The renewal of 10-year
defence cooperation agreement
was signed by the Defence
Secretary from the Indian side
and Deputy Director General for
International Relations and
Strategy from the French side,”
an official statement said.

It added that an MoU on Joint
Venture was also signed for the
manufacturingof Hammer mis-
siles in India between the Chief
Managing Director (CMD),
Bharat Electronics Limited and
Executive Vice President, Safran
Electronics and Defence.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh exchanges a handshake with
France Minister of the Armed Forces and Veterans Catherine
Vautrin during the 6th India-France Annual Defence Dialogue, in

Bengaluru on Tuesday.

(PTI)

According to the statement,
both countries announced
Reciprocal Deployment Officers
atIndian Armyand French Land
Forces establishments.

Thetwoleadersalso discussed
a range of bilateral security and
defence issues, including prior-
ityareas for co-developmentand
co-production of equipment.



NEW DELHL, Feb 17 (PTI)

THE Class 10 and 12 CBSE board
exams began on Tuesday with
over 46 lakh students appearing
at over 8,000 centres across the
country and abroad, officials
said. Class 10studentsappeared
for the Mathematics exam on
Tuesday while Class 12 exami-
nation was scheduled for four
subjects -- Biotechnology,
Entrepreneurship, Shorthand
(Hindi) and Shorthand (English).

“The Mathematics examina-
tions, both Standard and Basic,
were conducted smoothly and
thestudents were well-prepared.
However,anapparentdifference
was observed in students’ per-
ception and performance in the
two levels of the paper. The
Mathematics (Standard) was a

Students queue up outside an examination centre in Ranchi, on

Tuesday.

(PT)

balanced paper and even well-
structured,” said Alka Kapur,
Principal, Modern Public School,
Shalimar Bagh. “It comprehen-
sively covered all prescribed top-

ics, ensuring a fair division of
weightage across the syllabus.
The paper wasn't lengthy and
students were able to complete
the paper within the stipulated

time. In toto, the paper was con-
sidered manageable and stu-
dent-friendly,” she added.
While the Class 10 exams will
conclude on March 10, the Class
12 exams will end on April 9.
The Board had cautioned stu-
dents toreach theirexamination
centresby 10am keepingin mind
the local conditions, traffic,
weatherconditionsand distance.
“As observed in the past, cer-
tain unscrupulous elements
attempt to mislead students and
parents by spreading fake news
onvarioussocialmedia platforms
during the course of exams. Such
misinformation often includes
false claims of question paper
leaks and circulation of purport-
ed question papers for Class 10
and 12 examinationsofthe Board,”
an official of the CBSE had said.




Security forces o
to erase Maoi

B Work is on both in
the cities as well as
remote areas to
ensure that ideology
of the movement is
completely eradicated.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 (IANS)

THEsecurity forcesareon course
to meet the March 31 deadline
set by Union Home Minister,
Amit Shah, to wipe out each and
every Maoist from India.

While operations on the
ground continue and are at the
fag end, the forces have also
embarked upon a mission to
ensure that the ideology too is
wiped out completely.

Asecurity official partof these
operations said that this is an
equally important step in the
battle against the Maoists.

Sometimes, the ideology can
be more dangerous and hence it
ought to even linger on, the offi-
cial said.

Work is on both in the cities

remote areas to
the ideology of the
movement is completely
eradicated.

The approaches for the urban
and rural areas are different, the
officer explained.

Last year, the Intelligence
agencies had sounded an alert
about how some are trying to
put theideology of these Maoists
out in the urban areas.

In 2019, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) took
up the probe into a case, what
wentonto being called theurban
naxalite case.

It was found that there were
many who were running NGOs
in the same of social work.

In reality, they were receiving
foreign funds and the same was
being used to fund the move-
ment. Several arrests were made
and the NIA learnt that major
conspiracies were being hatched
to hurt the country’s security.
These persons had also planned
on targeting high profile per-
sonalities, the probe also found.

as well as

Ission

deology

An Intelligence Bureauofficial
said that there is a two-pronged
approach that the agencies have
taken. Some associated with the
movement were infiltrating
protests such as the one against
air pollution.

Under the garb of an issue of
concern, they were raising slo-
gansinfavourof the Maoists and
evencriticising thesecurity agen-
cies forgunning down these peo-
ple in the jungles.

Intherural areas, the CRPFhas
been identifying memorials
which had been built for top
Maoists who had been slain by
the security forces.

All these memorials are being
wiped out by the CRPF person-
nel. This drive is currently being
carried outin Sukma, Bastarand
Bijapur in Chhattisgarh.

So far, the security personnel
have razed 53 memorials that
hadbeen built by the CPI (Maoist)
to honour their top command-
ers and leaders. These memori-
als that have been put up in the
forest areas are being razed.



US, Iran hold second rou
Iran fires live missiles tow

B By Jamey Keaten and
Stephanie Liechtenstein
GENEVA, Feb 17 (AP)

THE US and Iran are holding
theirsecond round of talks about
Iran’s nuclear programme on
Tuesday in Geneva as Iran said
it will close the Strait of Hormuz
for several hours as it holds live

fire military exercises a
United States ra
itary forces in the region.

As the talks began, Iranian
media announced that Iran had
fired live missiles toward the
Strait of Hormuz, and said it will
close the Strait for several hours
for “safety and maritime con-
cerns.” This is the first time that

Iran has closed parts of the Strait,
anessentialinternational water-
way, since the US began threat-
ening Iran with military action.
Iran on Monday announced a
maritime military exercise in
waterways that are crucial inter-
national trade routes through
which 20 per cent of the world’s
oil passes. Iran previously held

of nuclear talks
Strait of Hormuz in drill

a live fire drill in the Strait of
Hormuz several weeks ago but|

did not announce closures.
Thesemi-official Tasnimnews|
agency,whichiscloseto thepara-
military Revolutionary Guard,
said missiles launched inside
Iran and along its coast had
struck their targets in the Strait|
(Contd on page 5)



‘India gives 33% more

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 (ANI)

G20 SHERPA and former NITI
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on
Tuesday emphasised that while
Artificial Intelligenceis setto dis-
rupt every sector

tive power of the second
day of th Al Summit 2026
in New Delhi, Kant highlighted
a significant disparity in how
Large Language Models (LLMs)
are currently trained, noting that
the Global South,

and way of life, its
evolution must be
guided by three pil-
lars- accessibility,

Read Editorial
‘Al FOR ALL
on page 8

and India in par-
ticular, is theengine
room of Al devel-
opment.

affordability, and
accountability.

Futher, he warned that with-
out a framework of “Digital
Public Infrastructure” (DPI) to
makeArtificialIntelligence, risks
creating a deeply unequal glob-
al society.”

Speaking on the transforma-

“The important
thing is that today we in India. I
mean, if you look at open Al,
Chat GPT, we are providingmore
data than the United States of
America, 33% more data than
whatthe United Statesof America
do,” Kant said.

(Contd on page 5)
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Visitors during the India Al Impact Summit 2026 at Bharat

Mandapam in New Delhi on Tuesday.

(PTI)

a than US’ .

Adani commits
$100 billion to
sovereign Al infra

AHMEDABAD, Feb 17 (IANS)

THE Adani Group on Tuesday
announced one ofthe world’s
largest integrated energy-
compute commitments, a
directinvestmentof $100bil-
lion to develop renewable-
energy-powered, hyperscale
Al-ready data centres by 2035.
Theinitiative will establish
a long-term sovereign ener-
gy and compute platform
designed to position India as
aglobal leader in the emerg-
ing Intelligence Revolution.
The investment is expect-
edtocatalyseby2035anaddi-
tional $150billion acrossserv-
er manufacturing, advanced
electrical infrastructure, sov-
ereign cloud platforms and
supporting industries.
Together, this is projected
to create a $250 billion Al
infrastructure ecosystem in
India over the decade.
“The world is entering an
Intelligence Revolution more
(Contd on page 5)




as B’desh PM

inty and lawlessness sented India at the ceremony

Pr the rule of the interim ~ held ai the open space of the BN I]’ Jamaat at
wovernment led by Nobel South Plazaofthe JativaSangsad I h d
oggerneads

DHAKA, Feb 17 (PT1}

President Shahabuddin
also administers oath
to 25 Ministers and

24 State Ministers at
the ceremony, attended
by several leaders from
neighbouring countries,
including India and Pak

CHACKS begin to appear in
Bangladesh politics once
again after BNP and Jamaat-
e-Islami clashed over oath-
taking on ‘referendum.
Jamaat-e-lslami's newly elect-
THE Bangladesh Nationalist ed Members refused to take
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Party (BNP] leader ‘larique 1 ' = = - of the BNP take oath. B the oathafter victorious BN
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DHAKA. Feb 17 (PT1

Rahman was on Tuesday sworn declined to take the pledge as
in as Bangladesh's new Prime Laureate Muharmmad Yunus. in presence of Bangladesh's top | members of “Constitution
Minister, marking a new begin-  Tarique Rahman, Chairperson of BNP, takes oath as Prime Minister Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birda,  political and military brass. Relorm Council”,

ningfor the country afteranear-  of Bangladesh from President Mohammed Shahabuddin (L) at the accompanied by Foreign President Mohammed {Details on last page)

ly 18-month period of political ~ National Parfiament in Dhaka, Bangladesh on Tuesday. (AP/PT)  Secretary Vikram Misri, repre- {Contd on page 5)




