Japan-India ties gets hoost in security, tech

NEW DELHI, Feb L5 (IANS)

THElong-standingand resilient
partnership between Japanand
India is entering a new and
dynamic phase, marked by
deeper security collaboration
and expanding cooperation in
advanced technologies, accord-
ing to a report.

The bilateral relationship,
whichhas steadily strengthened
over the years, is now witness-
ing renewed energy driven
by shared strategic interests in
the Indo-Pacific region and
growing  people-to-people
engagement.

A report by Japan Forward

highlights  that  cultural
exchanges, rising Japanese
investments in India, and col-
laboration in innovation and
manufacturingare adding fr
momentum to ties.

Both countries share a com-
mon vision of ensuring a free,
open, and rules-based Indo-
Pacific amid growing global
uncertainties.

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan
in August 2025, then Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba
underscored the remarkable
progress in hilateral relations
over the past decade and
emphasised strengthening

security cooperatigg’

“Japan and Lgg#; which share
alues, share the
ity to maintain and
gthen a free and open
international order based on
therule oflawintheIndo-Pacific
region,” he said.

“With the international situ-
ation becoming increasingly
uncertain, Japan and India
must join forces to ensure
peace and stability in the
region.”

Both sides had reaffirmed
their commitment to elevating
the“Special Strategicand Global
Partnership”, with Ishiba high-
lighting successful collabora-

pilsh: Report

tion in investment, manufac-
turing, and technology. Japan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
noted: “The two leaders also
agreed that Japanand Indiawill
build a complementary rela-
tionship in the future, leverag-
ing each other’s strengths and
co-creating the social and
economic values necessary to
solve the challenges facing
future generations.”

In December 2025, Prime
Minister Modi met current
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi, where both leaders
agreed to further advance the
India—Japan Special Strategic
Partnership.
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India, France to hold key dialog

NEW DELHI, Feb 15 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh will hold talks with his
French counterpart Catherine
Vautrinin Bengaluru on February
17, with some key outcomes
expected from the bilateral dia-
logue to boost defence cooper-
ation. A defence cooperation
agreement is expected to be
renewed for another 10 years,
withanMoU onjointventure for
“manufacturing ofHammermis-
siles” likely to be signed at the
meeting in the presence of both
the ministers, the defence min-
istry here said on Sunday.

“The two ministers are also
expected to witness the virtual

inauguration of the H125
Utility Helicopter Final
0
Tata Airbus b me Minister
Nare odi and French
President Emmanuel Macron at
Vemagal in Karnataka,” it said in
a statement.

Singh will co-chair the sixth
India-France Annual Defence
Dialogue with Minister of the
Armed Forces and Veterans
Affairs of France, Catherine
Vautrinin Bengaluru on February
17, the ministry said.

The meeting will review the
entiregamutofbilateral defence
cooperation, with a focus on
expanding industrial collabora-
tion, officials said.

An announcement is also
expected with respect to recip-
rocal deployment of officers at
theIndian Armyand French Land
Forces establishments, the
defence ministry said.

Defence has traditionally
formed an important pillar of
therelationship between thetwo
countries.

The “strong and enduring
bilateral ties” were vividly reflect-
edin 2024-2025 through a series
of high-profile exchanges, the
statementsaid. PM Modi was the
Guest of Honour at the Bastille
Day Parade in July 2023, before
the French president graced the
Republic Day Parade 2024 as the
chief guest.



India reaffirms its strateg
Jaishankar amld us cla

India’s energy
decisions will be
determined by
availability, cost and
risk considerations

MUNICH, Feb 15 (IANS)

AMID repeated assertions from
the United States regarding New
Delhi’s purchases of Russian oil,
India, reaffirming its “strategic
autonomy”, has conveyed aclear
message on the global stage that
itsenergy decisions willbe deter-
mined by availability, cost, and
risk considerations.
Theremarks come againstthe
backdrop of fresh US sanctions
targeting Russia’s oil sector and
claims by President Donald

autonomy:
on Russian oiI buys

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a G-4 meeting of
India, Germany, Japan and Brazil on the sidelines of the 62nd

Munich Security Conference. (PTI)
Trump and Secretary of State of Russian crude.
Marco Rubio that India has Addressing the Munich

agreed tohaltadditionalimports (Contd on page 5)
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India set to host

For India, the global
summit underlines
the nation's intent
to not merely be a
participant, but a
key architect in
shaping the rules,
standards and
opportunities

of the Al age.

NEW DELHI, Feb 15 (PTI)

INDIA is set to host the Al
Impact Summit, a high-profile
gatheringofglobal leadersand
industry heavywelghts in

A BSF jawan stands guard at a bus stop, ahead of the Al Impact
Summit 2026 in New Delhi on Sunday. (PTI)

Artificial Intelligence - & tech-
nology widely seen as one of
thebiggestdisruptorssincethe

advent of electricity.
The summit, at the grand
‘Bharat Mandapam’ from

February 16-20, will bring
together policymakers, indus-
try leaders and technology
innovators at a time when
nations are racing to define
their Al agenda.

For India, the event is as
much about signalling capa-
hilityasit is aboutintent - show-
casing its deep talent pool,
expanding digital publicinfra-
structure and growing stariup
ecosystem, while positioning
itsell as a key architect of
responsible, scalable and inelu-
sive Al solutions for the world.

Artificial Intelligence or Al
has moved well beyond
research labs and boardroom
buzzwords -- It is reshaping

ummit

healthcare delivery, trans-
forming agriculture, recali-
brating financial markets,
redefining education systems
and rewriting corporate strat-

today

egy, even as it alters the very
nature of work and, increas-

ingly, everyday life.
For India, the global summit
(Contd on page 5)

India ‘very successful’ emerging
economy; right place to host
Al summit: UN chief Guterres

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 15 (PTI)

INDIA is a "very successful” emerging economy with a bigger influence n

global ¢ffairs, and i the “right
place” to host the Al summit,

‘Al for All": India to roll out 7-Sutra roadmap

NEW DELIIL, Feb 15 (JANS)

INDIAS Al Governance
Guidelines are anchored in
seven 'Sutras’ to ensure that
Al serves as an enabler for
inclusive development, eco-
nomic growth, and global
competitiveness, while effec-
tively addressing risks to indi-
viduals and society through
proportionate,  evidence-
based measures, according Lo
anoflicial explainerissuedon
Sunday.

I'irough thisstructured and
forward -lockingarchitecture,
Indiaaims to realise the vision
of “‘Alfor Al ensuring that the
transformative potential of
artificial intelligence con-
tributes meaningfully to the
national aspiration of Viksit
Bharal by 2047, with benelits
reachingevery citizenin asafe,
inclusive and sustainable

. |
manner, the statement said.

Thesevenguidingsutrasare
Trustis the Foundation, Peaple
First, Innovation
Restraint, Fairness & Equity,
Accountability,
Understandable by Design,
and Safety, Resilience &
Sustainability,

By focusing on "Al for AIl",
India seeks 1o combine sover-
eign capability with open
innovation—leveraging pub-

over

Trust is the Foundation

# People First

Innovation over Restraint

erstandablebyDesign,andSafeq

ilience & Sustainability

lic diglal infrastructure,
indigenous model develop-
ment, and affordable compute
to drive productivityand inclu
sive growlh. This approach
aligns Al development with
the broader aspiration ofViksit
Bharat 2047, positioning Al as
acatalyst Ior economic trans-
fermation, social empower-
ment, and stralegicautonomy,
the statement said.
India'sachievements reflect

this deployment-first philos-
ophy  Under the IndiaAl
Mission, over 38,000 GPUs
havebeen onboarded through
asubsidised national compute
facility. AlKoshnow hosts more
than 9,500 datasets and
273 sectoral models, strength-
ening indigenous model
development.

The National
Supercomputing Mission has
operationalised 40+ petallop
systems, including AIRAWAT
and PARAM Siddhi-Al IndiaAl
and FutureSkills initiatives are
supporting 500 PhDs, 5000
posigraduates, and 8,000
undergraduates, while 570 Al
DataLabs and 27 IndiaAl labs
across states are expanding
grassroots innovation. With
nearly 90 per cent of startups
integrating Al in some [orm,
Indiais embedding Al deeply
intoits innovaton ecosystermn.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has said.

In @ exclusive interview
with PTl at the
Headquarters ahead of the
India’s Al Impact Summit
2026, Guterres underscored
that Artificial Intelligence
should benefit theentire world
and nol just be a privilege
reserved for developed nations or two superpowi

“I strongly cangratulate India for organising this Summit. It's absolutely
assential that Al dovelops itself to the banofit of averyhody, averywhare and
that countries in the Global South are part of the benefits of AL" he said.

The high-powesed event being held from February 16 to 20 will be the
first-aver Al summit hosted in the Glohal South and is anchored in the three
guiding principles of ‘People, Planet and Progress’.

Guterres, who will be travelling to India to attend the Summit, asserted
“it would be totally unacceptable that Al would be just a privilege of the
most developed countries or a division anly between two superpowers”, en
apparent reference to the US and China “It is absolutely essential that Al
becomes a universal instrument for the benefit of humankind,” Guterres said.

“The role of India, (which] is today a very successful emerging economy
that is having & bigger and bigger role in not only the global economy but in
its influence in global affairs, India is the right place to have this Summit
and to make sure that Al (is] being discussed in depth, in all its enormous
potential and alsa in all its risks, but that Al belongs ta the whale world and
not only to a few,” he said.

From worldleadars, including French President Emmanuel Macron, Brazilien
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