NEW DELHI, Feb 5 (PTI)

INDIA and the six-nation bloc of
Middle Eastern nations, the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), inked
terms of reference on Thursday for
formally launchingnegotiations for
a free trade agreement (FTA),

The terms of reference (ToR) out-
line the scope and modalities of a
proposed trade pact. Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
presided over the signing ceremo-
ny of the ToRs with GCC. GCC s a
union of six countries in the Gulf
region SaudiArabia, the UAE, Qatar,
Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain.

Goyalsaid thatthe agreement will
help boostbilateral tradeandinvest-
ments between the two. “The two
trading partners have been trading
amongst each other for over
5,000 years,” he told reporters. He
added thatabout 10 million Indians
are living and working in the GCC
region.

“It is most appropriate that we
now enter into a much stronger and
robust trading arrangement which
will enable a greater free flow of

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal witnesses the
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goods, services, bring predictability
and stability to policy, help encour-
agea greaterdegreeofinvestments,”
Goyal said.

He said the agreement will also
encouragethefood and energysecu-
rity of the GCC nations, as well as
India. While India is a major food
grain producer in the world, GCC
nations are oil and gas exporters.

“We already have a very robust,
nearly USD 179 billion bilateral
trade. I believe a number of prod-
ucts and services required by the
GCC countries can be provided by
ouryoung, very talentedand skilled
Indians, as the GCC countries can
help us with further diversification
and growth of our energy sources,”
he said.

About 10 million Indians at pres-
ent are living and working in the
GCC region, helping power the
economies of the group.

Indian exports will get a boost
from the proposed pact from the
elimination of duties and non-tar-
iff barriers.

“Wewillalso get afoothold to grow
Indian infrastructure and the infra-
structure in the GCC, together with
the high-quality companies thatare
working in the space of infrastruc-
ture. Our petrochemical industry
will hugely benefit with this part-
nership,” Goyal said.

Further, he added that India’s
information and communication
technology firms will get opportu-
nities in the ever-growing GCC mar-
ket. India has already implement-
ed afree trade pact with the UAE in
May 2022. India and Oman also
signed a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in
Muscat on December 18, 2025.

Goyal said that the Government
has finalised as many as nine trade
pactsin the last few years, covering
38 developed nations.




Seychelles
President arrives
on his en

visitA0 India

CHENNAI, Feb 5 (PTI)

SEYCHELLES President
Patrick Herminie arrived
here on Thursday on his
maiden trip to India, coin-
ciding with the celebration
of half-a-century of strong
diplomatic ties with the
country. He was accorded a
warm reception by State Adi
Dravidar Welfare Minister M
Mathivendhan, Chennai
Mayor R Priya and senior
officials upon his arrival at
the airport. During his five-
day trip, he would meet
Governor R N Ravi,
Maharashtra Governor
Acharya Devvrat in
Mumbai.




Five Tejas jets

NEW DELHL. Feb 5 (PTI)

STATE-run aerospace behe-
moth Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) on
Thursday said five Tejas
light combat aircraft are ful-
ly ready for delivery to the
Indian Air Force.

In February 2021, The
Defence Ministry sealed a
Rs 48,000 crore deal with
HAL for the procurement of
83 Tejas Mk-1A jets for the
IAE

The delivery of the jets
are facing delays primarily
due to GE Aerospace miss-
ing several deadlines for
supply of its aero engines to
power the jets.

“The HAL confirms that
five aircraft are fully ready
for delivery, incorporating
major contracted capabili-
ties in accordance with the
agreed specifications,” a
spokesperson of the aero-
space major said. “An addi-
tional nine aircraft have
already been built and
flown. Upon receipt of
engines from GE, these air-
craft will be made ready for
delivery,” the official said,
adding all design and devel-
opment issues identified are
being addressed in an
“expedited manner”.

Tejas is a single-engine
multi-role fighter aircraft
capable of operating in
high-threat air environ-
ments. It has been designed
to undertake the air
defence, maritime recon-
naissance and strike roles.




MOSCOW, Feb 5 (AP)

THElastremaining nuclear arms
pact between Russia and the
United States expired Thursday,
removing any caps on the two
largest atomicarsenals for the first
time in more than a half-centu-
ry. The termination of the New
START Treaty could set the stage
for what many fear could be an
unconstrained nuclear arms
race. Russian PresidentVladimir
Putinlast year declaredreadiness
to stick to the treaty’s limits for
another year if Washington fol-
lows suit, but US President
Donald Trump has been non-
committal about extending it.
Putindiscussed the pact’s expi-
ration with Chinese leader Xi
Jinping on Wednesday, Kremlin
adviser Yuri Ushakov said, not-
ing Washington hasn'’t respond-
ed to his proposed extension.

Prompts fears of
new arms race

Russia “will act in a balanced
and responsible manner based
on thorough analysis of thesecu-
rity situation,” Ushakov said.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry on
Wednesday night said in a state-
ment that “under the current cir-
cumstances, we assume that the
parties to the New START Treaty
areno longerbound by any obli-
gations or symmetrical declara-
tions within the context of the
Treaty, including its core provi-
sions, and are fundamentally free

ct expires

to choose their next steps.”
New START, signed in 2010 by
then President Barack Obama
and his Russian counterpart,
Dmitry Medvedev, restricted
each side to no more than 1,550
nuclear warheads on no more
than 700 missiles and bombers
- deployed and ready for use. It
was originally supposedto expire
in 2021 but was extended for five
more years. The pact envisioned
sweeping on-site inspections to
verify compliance, although they
stopped in 2020 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and never
resumed. New START followed a
long succession of US-Russian
ucleararmsreductionpacts. The
Kremlin said Thursday it regret-
ted the expiration of the last
remaining nuclear arms pact
between Russia and the US that
left no caps on the two largest
atomicarsenals forthe first time.




US, Russia agree
to reestabli
military

KYIV, Feb 5 (AP)

THE US and Russia have agreed
toreestablish high level military-
to-military dialogue following a
meeting between senior Russian
and American military officials
in Abu Dhabi, the United States
European Command said in a
statement.

The agreement was reached
followingmeetingsin Abu Dhabi
between  General Alexus
Grynkewich, Commander of US
European Command -- also
NATO Supreme Allied
Commander Europe -- and sen-
ior Russian and Ukrainian mili-
tary officials, the statement said.

Grynkewich was in the capital
of the UAE for talks between
American, Russian and Ukrainian
officials on ending the war in
Ukraine. The channel “will pro-
vide a consistentmilitary contact
as the parties continue to work
towardsa lasting peace,” the state-
ment said. High level military
communication was suspended
in 2021, just before Russia’s full
scale invasion of Ukraine.



