


SRR

Delhi’s Role Key To Washington's
Plan On Opec-Like Arrangement

Chidanand Rajghatta |t

move ties beyond a narrowly
fransactional ftrade agree-
ment and anchor it in longer-
term strategic priorities, no-
tably critical minerals, supply
chains and theIndo-Pacific.
Coming on the heels of a
trade deal that cut US tariffs
on Indian goods to around
18%, the talks underscored
Washington’s push to stabil-
ise — and deepen — ties with
NEWDeIh.‘lalanmeufg]nbal

matic, multi-sectoral an

creasingly confident,
“Facetsof the India-USstr-

ategic parmership discussed

included trade, energy, nucle-

ar cooperation, defence, criti-
cal minerals and technology;”
Jaishankar said. Both sides
agreed on early meetings of
various bilateral mechanisms
to advance what they called
their “shared interests”.

The meeting took place ah-
ead of the inaugural Critical
Minerals Ministerial, where
the US hopes to rally partners
around alternative supply ch-
ains for what officials call the
“oil of the future”— lithium,

cobalt and rare earths. The

state department said Rubio
and Jaishankar discussedfor-

THIS DEAL
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TRUST
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derisking supply chains thro-

derlined ugh structured international

-cooperatlonlndlasmleatthe
mmlstenal is central to a

broaderUS ambition: forging

an “Opec-like” arrangement
for critical minerals among
trusted producers and proces-

itical minerals

sors, The idea is not price-set-
tingin the classical cartel sen-
ge, but coordinated investme-
nt, standards and supply as-
surances to dilute China’s do-
minance. For Delhi, participa-
tionoffersa chancetoposition
itself as a reliable hub in glo-
bal value chains while accel-
erating domestic capabilities.

The Jaishankar-Rubio en-
gagement also reflected Wash-
ington’s attempt to salvage
and refocus the strategic nar-
rative. US said the two leaders
reaffirmed their commitment
to expanding cooperation
through the Quad and ac-

ishankar’s own public post
madenomentionof the Quad.
Rubio , in public remarks,

part of Tndia’s push for a “full
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‘Strategic partnership”. Heal- :

so held talks with treasury :

secretary Scott Bessent.
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HAL out, Indian pvt
firms in fray for

space ﬁrm, in Aeronautics
Limited, isoutof therace todevelop
India’s indigenous 5th-generation
‘ fighter ]etunderAdvanced Medium -
~Aircraft programme ap-
ue to its large order
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Report Iran & US
to hold N-talks |

W9dnesday as tensions remain
high with Washington after
Tehran’s bloody crackdown on
nationwide protests last mon-
th. The semi-official ISNA and
Tasnim news agencies, as well
~as the Student N ews Networ:k, &
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Manipur gets Meitei

Balancing Act |
State RiverrBy
Ethnic Violence

Prabin Kalita & Donald Sairem

: Guwahati/Imphal: Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh of
: BJP was sworn in Wednes-
: day as the CM of Manipur’s
: reinstated NDA govt along
: with Kuki legislator Nem-
: cha Kipgen and Naga MLA
. Losii Dikho as his deputies,
: markinga fresh spin on sha-
: red governance in a multi-
: ethnicstaterivenby the Mei-
i tei-Kukiconflict.
: Governor AK Bhallaalso
: administered the oath of of-
: fice to BJP's Konthoujam
: Govindas and Khuraijam
: Loken Singh of NPP as cabi-
! netministersatthe Lok Bha-
van ceremony, which ended

almost a year of President’s

et
over cism of theé
signed of

previous govt's

! the violence that erupted in

May 2023.

1d Singh, a for-
Khemchand SIS T |

mer assembly Speaxet &

nothing

s
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Manipur governor Ajay Bhalla
congratulates Yumnam Khemchand :
Singh after the oath event in Imphal

Kuki outfits slam
dy CM appointment

Kuki-Zo organisations in
Manipur slammed BJP's !
decision to appoint Nemcha
Kipgen, one of 10 MLAs rep- !
resenting the community, as
deputy CM, sayingit"under- |
mines" their campaign fora !
geparate homeland. P13 |

the state’s majority Meitei |
community, said there was
' he wanted more :
than to fulfil the faith repo-
sed in him by PM Modi and

‘home minister Amit Shah.
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US House passes hill to end partial Gove

WASHINGTON, Feh 4 (AP}

THE House on Tuesday passed
aroughlyUSD 1.2 trillion spend-
ing package to end the partial
Government shutdown, sending
the measure to President Donald
Trump and setting the stage for
a debate in Congress over
Homeland Security funding.
The vote was 217-214, and
wraps up congressional work on
11 of the 12 annual appropria-
tions bills, funding the vast
majority of the Government for
the budget vyear ending
September 30. The last bill still
to be worked out covers the
Department  of  Homeland
Security where Democrats are
demanding more restrictions on
enforcement operations.
Trump has said he will sign
the bill when it reaches his desk.
Speaker Mike Johnson need-
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President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White

House in Washington. (AP/PTY)

ed near-unanimous support
from his Republican conference
toproceed toafinalvote. He nar-

rowly got it during a procedural
vote that was held openfor near-
Iy an hour as leaders worked to

gaing®pport from a handful of
lawmakers who were try-

g to advance other priorities
unrelated to the funding meas-
ure, “We have to work through

individual members' concerns.

That's the game here. It's a con-

sensus building operation. We
do it every day,” Johnson said.

Trump had weighed in
Monday in a social media post,
calling on Republicans to stay
united and telling holdouts
“There can be NO CHANGES at
this time."

“We will work togetherin good
faith to address the issues that
have beenraised, but we cannot
haveanotherlong, pointless, and
destructive Shutdown that will
hurt our Country so badly - One
thatwillnotbenefit Republicans
or Democrats. [ hope everyone
will vote, YES!," Trump wrote on
his social media site.

ent shutdown

The measure once signed will
endthe partial Govemment shut-
down that began on Saturday, in
addition to funding most of the
federal Government through
September30,itincludesashort-
term funding patch for the
Department of Homeland
Security through February 13 as
lawmakers negotiate potential
changes for the agency that
enforces the nation’s immigra-
tion laws - US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, or ICE.

The House had previously
approved the final package of
spending bills, but the Senate
broke up that package so that
more negotiations could rtake
place for the Homeland Security
funding bill. Democrats are
demandingchangesinresponse
to events in Minneapolis, where
two American citizens were shot
and killed by federal agents,



I IR

'_@

US proposes critical mine

Washington: US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance on Wednesday
unveiled plans to marshal alli-
esintoapreferential tradebloc
for critical minerals, propo-
sing coordinated price floors
as Washington escalates ef-
forts to loosen China’s grip on
materials crucial to advanced
manufacturing. President Do-
nald Trump on Monday laun-
ched a strategic stockpile of
critical minerals, called Pro-
ject Vault, backed by $10 billion
in seed funding from the US
Export-Import Bank and
$2billion in private funding.
China has wielded choke-
hold on the processing of ma-
ny minerals as geg-economic
leverage, at times curbing ex-
ports, suppressing prices and
undercutting other countries’
ability to diversify sources of
the materials used to make se-
miconductors, electric vehi-
cles and advanced weapons.
“We want to eliminate that
problem of people flooding in-
to our markets with cheap cri-
tical minerals to undercut our
domestic  manufacturers,”
Vance told a gathering of visi-
ting ministers without men-
tioning China. “We will estab-
lish reference prices for criti-
cal minerals at each stage of
production, pricing that re-
flects real-world fair market
value, and for members of the
preferential zone, these refe-
rence prices will operate as a
floor maintained through ad-

justable tariffs to uphold pri-

cing integrity,” he said.

US secretary of state Marco Rubio welcomes VP JD Vance to the stage
during the critical minerals ministerial meeting at the state department

Trump says he discussed Iran with Xi
as US pushes others to isolate Tehran

Washington: President Do-
nald Trump said Wednesday
that he and Chinese President
Xi Jinpingdiscussed thesitua-
tion in Iran in a wide-ranging
call that comes as the US admi-
nistration pushes Beijing and
others to isolate Teh-
ran., Trump said the
two leaders alsodiscus-
sed a broad range of
other critical issues in
the US-China rela-
tionship, including tra-
deand Taiwan and his plansto
visit Beijing in April.

“The relationship with
China, and my personal rela-
tionship with President Xi, is
an extremely good one, and we
both realise how important it
is to keep it that way” Trump
said in a social media post,

The Chinese govt, in a rea-

doutof the call, said the two le-

aders discussed major sum-
mits that both nations will
host in the coming year and
present opportunities for the
two leaders to potentially me-
et. The Chinese statement ma-
de no mention of Trump’s ex-
W Dpected visit to Beijing. .
Xi also spoke Wed-
nesday with Russian
President Vladimir
Putin. Xi's engage-
ment with Trump and
Putin comes as the last
remaining nuclear arms pact,
known as the New START trea-
ty, between Russia and the US
is set toexpire Thursday, remo-
ving any caps on the two lar-
gest atomic arsenals for the
first time. President Trump
has indicated he would like to
keep limits on nuclear wea-
pons but wants to involve Chi-

na ina potential new treaty. a
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ded Meeting With Vance

South Korea, India Tha: :
Iand.Japan.German;;aﬂum: :
lia,andthe[)emm-aticﬂenub :
licofCongowereamongtheas ;
goungries that attended the :
meeting with Vance, :

agreement with the European
Union and Japan to streng
then critical mineral supply
chains and set the stage fora -
broader agreement with other °
allies. The plansaimtoexplore :
specific measures such as pri- :
cesupports, marketstandards, :
subsidies, and guaranteedpur-
chases to encourage produc:
tion. The US, the EU. and Ja- :
pan also said they would pur-
sue other avenues. X
By guaranteeing mink :
mum prices throughcoordina- :
ted trade rules, Washington :
hopes to unlock private invest- -
ment in mining and Proces- :
sing projects that have STHEE
led to compete with cheaper -
Chinese supply - :
China's expanded exrt
controlsonrm\?@rm"ib i
arcaused productiondela¥s  §
Europe and the US. Reactré -
on the development. CmrL :
embassy in Washington 57 ¢
“China has long played 8%
t role in keepingthe 89" :

bal industrial and supplyY ;:fae
ins of critical minerals S
andstableandiswiﬂm;‘;gm
tinue to make active effor ©
mmmumsw :

in Washington said. Reures



